
Catholic Church. There has been, as you are 
aware, strong expression of feeling on the subject 
of the omission from the draft Letters Patent 
establishing the New Constitution of a pronounce
ment to the effect that the religion of Malta is 
Roman Catholic." 

" If Dimech is readmitted to Malta now, at a 
time when the establishment of the New Con
stitution is imminent, it will be interpreted as an 
attem~t to subvert the religion of the country, 
and his return would for that reason be most 
undesirable." 

The comments of the Colonial Office re this 
refusal were :-

" ... I can 't help wondering under what power 
he is being kept in detention:· H.J .B. (Burke). 

"I don 't see any validity in the Government's 
objection to his return on the ground of his host
ility to the Church. (par: 3 of 39560) The Church 
in Malta is very well able to look after itself. As I 
understand it he will in any case have to be 
allowed to come back when the war is officially 
over - the Order under which he is deported then 
cease to operate - " Ellis 2/2/21. 

Besides Mr Ellis, Sir H. Read commented : 
"So pressed - In my opinion the idea that the 

R.C. Church in Malta will be shaken by the 

Telegram announcing Dimech 's death in 1921 . 
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Manwel Dimech - a photograph taken before his 
arrest and exile. 

admission of this free thinker is absurd. " 15/4/21. 
It is clearly seen from the Governor's despatches 

that Dimech's return to Malta was opposed on 
the pretence of his hostility to the Church 
Authorities, and it is obvious that Dimech was 
used as a scape goat by the British in order to 
put weight to their version of the pronouncement 
about the religion of Malta in the new constitu
tion. 

When Manwel Dimech was arrested in Egypt 
he was first interned at Ras-e!-Tin Camp, then 
he was put in Abbasieh mental Hospital and 
during the last part of the war and till the closing 
down of the prisoners camps, in the latter part of 
1920, he was kept in the Turkish Camp at Sidi 
Bishr, where he used to teach the French and 
English languages. From there he was transfered 
to the Indian Army Camp Hospital, in Alexand
ria, where he died on the 17 April1921. 

On receiving the news of Dimech's death Mr 
Ingram of the Foreign Office has written "What 
A Blessing!" while Mr Cooke of the Colonial 
Office wrote "Th is solves our difficulties very 
satisfactorily." to which he added a phrase in 
Greek. 

GERALDU AZZOPARDI 

Dun Gorg Preca 
Born i? Valletta on 12 February 1880, 
Dun Gorg was the son of Vincenzo 
Preca and Natalina Ceravolo. On 22 
December 1906 he was ordained priest. 
The next year he founded the Society 
Magister, utinam sequatur Evangelium 
universus mundus (MUSEUM), which 
in 1913 was to participate, as a cor
porate body, in the XX IV International 
Eucharistic Congress celebrated in Mal
ta. In 1932 Bishop Mauro Caruana 
published the decree which established 
the canonical constitution of the Society, 
henceforth officially known as Societas 
Doctrinae Christianae. 
This spiritual mov.ement is a living 
monument to Dun Gorg. It grew stead
ily until it spread not only throughout 
Malta and Gozo but even among 
Maltese migrants overseas. 
On 2 October 1952 Pope Pius XII 
appointed Dun Gorg Preca Monsignor. 
The year before he had blessed the 
foundation stone of St. Michael School 
which the Society had intended to set up. 
In 1954 work started on the Museum 
Headquarters at Blata 1-Bajda. In 1957 
the Society celebrated its Golden Jubilee. 
Dun Gorg was a symbol of saintliness 
and humility, a great spiritual leader, 
a profound orator and a prolific writer. 
He had over a hundred publications of 
a religious, moral and ethical nature 
addressed partly to the members of hi~ 
Society, partly to the general reader. 
These include, for example, the six
volumed Cathedra, Programmi Spirit
wah (7 vols.), Is-Santwarju tal- Volonta 
t'Alla and 1x-Xbieha t'Alla. 
Dun Gorg died at St. Venera on 26 
July 1962, bequeathing to his followers 
a legacy of " deep spiri tual conviction, 
moral strength and the courage to 
speak the word of God". 
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