- X'Fiera ta’ laoel O“Yiandkom ﬁej B

L llum qaoﬁdet lrldu lebru gﬁall—festa,') 111du jkab-
. bru sptai ?rjixtra Sturmenm lill-banda ? naghmlu fiera.  Id-
~direttur jislef il-bitha tal-iskola tal-Gvern, titlaqqa’ handa.
iddogq erba’ béejjed, Jmklew q&bda bandmrl, thldqqa,t fhit
- haxix, it-tfal ikarkro u jarmaw. Min ghandu mbarazz li ma
, Jamblhx Jlb&""ﬁtu biex Jjehles minnu, “min’ ‘oﬁanuu hwejjeg
““tajba JaOIimllhom otterija u chrbor ﬂusu Salt gugarelli

qodma u rhas jinhibew’ fin-nubhala biex it- tfal ‘jistaduhom. -

“Bsold’ mX\eJ]er fuq handla; Lgcur ghial ragel tat-tiben b’ pipa
~ Thalqu, tiehu biljett: fudlead Fmt tfa;;heb fug rubfiom
ibighu fjuri, numri tal- ottenga bziezaqg tal-lastku. -« Fugq:il-
~bieb ittrital xibrejo - “DHUL: B'XEJN". . Li jgaxxruk mita

tidhol ‘ma jiktbuhx, jistghu jiktbu ukoll “HRUG BXEJN”
ghax tohirog xott bhal frawli. -~ Dawn il-fieri nisthajjilhom

nases kbar tal-vopi. Dahla Wlesgﬁau hxxa, dejjem niezla
ghaddieq; gabda 'ghalf mre;uah fil-qiegh. * Is-simar tan-nassa
Yjingabar l-isfel w Johnoq it-trig. Il-Hutatidholminghajrebda -
“hsieb. tal-ghelt w bla tfixkil ghax 11—ponot jigu ma mnelerha
mita tigi blex tolirog. Hekk in-nies fil- /ma imma hadd ma

- baghat ghalihom u  ghalhekk hadd ma jista’ jeemgem i

‘Badulhu ﬂusu, ghax min jidhol rajh fidejh; jonfoq jekk irid.
Jien g,ﬁah;a nhobbhom il- ﬁem u ms, nitlifx Wahda, ghax in-
OHaddl iz-zmien’ mltaqa ma’ ha,fna nles mmb min 1ze,9:hel~
fblga u nonfoq kemm jutilli.

o Basta ma ]10'11161{}( bhal Pupuﬂ ;

— daqaw? Dak. deJJem bil- praspar fejn Jersaq

= Gralu bicca helwa wisq.  Ara 'wh1dlu h Ghldtlek
"IgwMela alina tfal?. ‘

} ‘mBlah}ial ﬁeva 1i saret, Pupull dahal l—ewwel nies
mal-mara;  Quddiem me;da, 1emhu is-sinjura Manini thieh
il: blljetm tal-otterija ta’ kaxxa sbeg*ﬂa tad-daqq; “xelin in-

' ‘numru, magna tiswa Hames liri,-gdida fjamanta”, kienet'

tghid.  Tafha lis-sinjura M(me " kemm ‘ghadha tridha,

 ‘witcha dejjem frisk: u dahkani, lichsa mill- ahjal dhulijama

 kullhadd u rasha ta' avukat. Il-mara ta’ Pupull resqet thares
lejn il-Kaxxa, laglibha niezel ghal dak 11 hlewwa tat sturment
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— Pupull xtaq 1gh1d11ha le, imma s:sinjura Mamm kienet
tigi okt il-mara tal- punclpal tieghu u klenet ghamzitu malli
wasal .quddiemha.

-—'Niehdu, x'irid ikun?

— Hadu numru,” u ohrog il-ghageb, mita ngibdet l-otte-
rija, tala’ n-numru taghhom. - Tista’ taliseb x'ferh, il-mara ta’
~ Pupull mita rat 1i l-kaxxa taghha. Sarrewhielha f' Karta strazza,

u haditha d-dar, erba’ pabs1 mill-bitha tal-fiera. -

 Malli dahlet, talbet lil zewgha Jdoqqlelha ghax hi qatt
ma misset Wahda Pupull ma qalx ma nafx” u midd idu. -
Sab irkaptu jati I-Habel imma mita pogga d-disk, ma satax
idogqlu. - Wahhal iehior ma samax hlief zirr, zirr, zirru xejn
izjed. Telaq iehor, l-istess, zarzir u ebda sinja,l ta’ dagq.

- “Il-mnighell... dahku bina” qa,l Pupull—“Nehodha lura'u
nurihom -min ‘jien.’

_ — Stenna Pupull naraw x ﬁha sewwa, — qalet ll-mara

— Pupull l-anqas semaghha ghax telag il-barra bil-kaxxa,
taht abtu u ma. waqafx hlief mita gie quddiem is-sinjura
Manini 1i kienet geghda tghodd il-flus ma' shabha.

' —S8injura, ma kontx nistenniha minnek. Din il-kaxxa
ma d-dogqgx.” Ghidt 11 tiswa hames liri, u ma tiswiex Hames
xelini. " ~ ,

7

“Tishonx Hiej, ghax jaghmillek id-deni,” qalet is-sinjura
Manini li fehmet malajr x’kien gara.  “Int tghid li ma tiswiex
hames xelini u jien biex nurik li tlSWlehom natlhomlok aq-
bad” u telgitlu f'idu Zewg tmintax irbighat.

Sinjura dawn se'r neh‘odhom biex nurik 1i kelli ragun ‘
nitkellem; u dar igemgem ma’ zewgt ifibieb biex juri li- lilu
ma JquUhdlux dubbien fuq imniehru. ,

Sa dat-tant, IS—QlDJHI'd, Manini ragghet bdiet thiel il-bil-
jetti tal—otten;]a “xelin il-wiehed, magna tad-dagq tiswa
‘THames liri, mhux ghal kullfiadd, ghal min jaf ihaddimha
biss. -~ Araw kemm id-doqq fldeJn min jaf” -u walililet disk
li bdiet hierga minnu- hlewwa ta' lelien 1i ma bhalu.

In-nies li kien hemm migbura, mita raw li I-kaxxa 1i
gieb lura’ Pupull kellha dak 11 lelien kollu, fehmu 11 kien
ghamel qassata u nfexxu f'dahika u bdew jitfghiu xi botta
minn . tahlt, Gahan u mhux Gahan, g¢idra, hmar, bahnan.
Inhallik. tahseb demm Pupull kif beda ibagbaq; xtaq ighid -
xihiaga, imma kif tehodha mal-kotra ? Fasdu t-tifel ta’ Du-
mink tal-Ranut 1i billi nzerta ma’ genbu gibdu mill-komma
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©u qgallu: “Mghallem, v numru ghandha mnejn targa'” tigi
lilek”. Ma kinitx kelma,; Pupull xejjer dagqa ta’ sieq lit-
tifel u li laqtu fejn deherlu kien ihassru. Imbaghad telag
il-barra bhal bniedem fis-sakra u ma marx id-dar hlief wara
li dalam b'rul ommu w missieru. Kif helisha mal-mara ma
nafx, imma hafif ma Helishiex sgur, dags kemm kienet fer-
hana bil-kaxxa. Tassew kienet ferhia bla temma din taghha,
_imsejkna ta’ mara ! : s \

T. Z.



