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MEETING . ....

The Pharmacist, December 1987

Emanuel Aftard Bezzina
EDITOR OF THE FIRST M.U.P. JOURNAL

Mary Ann Sant Fournier, B.Pharm., M.Phil.

The Editor of ‘The Pharmacist’, Ms. M.A.
Ciappara, accompanied by the President of the
Chamber of Pharmacists, Mrs. M.A. Sant Four-
nier recently called on Mr. E. Attard Bezzina at
his charming residence in Zejtun, after he ac-
cepted the Editorial Board’s invitation to be in-~
terviewed.

So whilst sitting comfortably in his cool con-
servatory overlooking his bougainvillae-adorned
courtyard and quietly served coffee and biscuits
by hig gentle daughter, he reminisced about
these past two decades and we must say that al-
though we all three of us did not adhere too of-
ten to the main topic we were researching, we
nonethelesg obtained first hand information on
a varied number of subjects from a veritable con-
noisseur.

Mr Attard Bezzina is a pharmacist but per-
haps more of a politician, of the old-school if we
may add — he had made also a very good diplo-
mat ag Ambassador of our country to the Fede-
ral Republic of Germany.

But back to the journal, Who’s idea was it in
the first place to have such a ‘patriotic’ cover
design featuring the logo of the MUP?

Yes, that was Mr Attard Bezzina’s idea, pro-
fessionally executed by an artist whose name
escapes us as it did him! °

Whose idea was it to issue a magazine?

“Ah! that’s easy . . . the idea of having a jour-
nal of the Union of Pharmacists which would be
distributed to al] pharmacists and doc¢tors was
conceived by none other than — the then Presi-
dent of the Malta Union of Pharmacists, the late
Mr. Anthony Darmenia who as we all know was
a very active pharmacist, together with another
enterprising colleague Mr. Francis Formosa.”

What was the main aim of the journal?

“The main aim was.to demenstrate to all phar-

macists the wish of the Union to keep in close
contact with its members and to keep everyone
informed of the work and progress achieved in
its struggle for the benefit of the profession and

its members.”

It was not an Educationaj or Technical Maga-
zine

“No . . . nothing as high in standard as your

" own today” (A compliment if ever there was

one!)
What problems did you generally face?

“The usual ones an editor ig faced with . . .
lack of sufficient material; arriva] of articles by
dateline — you know it all (do we not?!) — thig
is why a quartely journal was published so erra-
tically.”

Mr. Attard Bezzina wag also Examiner in exa-
minations for Compounders and he admitted that
he was a lenient one, But his main interest has
always been in politicy and . . . fishing!

He had some very interesting and entertain-
ing anecdotes to relate about his fishing expedi-
tions with hig M'Xlokk friends on their luzzu. He
wag a sort of ‘lucky charm’ because they said
that when he accompanied them on a fishing
gpree they would always have a bigger catch —
no alchemy here although he did admit that he
would take aquanise along, which would attract
the kavalli. Speaking seriously, Mr Attard Bez-
zina ig of the opinion that reseach should be
geared towards the needg of such a small coun-
try ag Malta with its limited resources. For
example, the fishing industry needs to study
whether Palm Fronds actually attract lampuki
because of the liberation of some chemical or
whether it is just a question of offering a shaded
area to the fish.

On the question of the increase in the popula-
tion of swordfish in the Mediterranean, he sug-
gested that this could be due to an increase in
marine salinity, after the opening of the Suez
Canal.

Time seemg to have stopped at the cool house
in St. Gregory Street, but the visit was most in-
teresting, both from the pharmaceutical and the
fishing point of view.



