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romo-Dragonfly, also called bromo-benzodifuranil-

isopropylamine, is a psychedelic designer drug synthesized

by Matthew A. Parker in the laboratory of David E. Nichols
at Purdue University in 1998. This drug was first synthesized
as a new research probe to investigate central nervous system
serotonin receptor structure and activity. Although it was
not originally intended for human consumption, it has
subsequently been used for recreational purposes.' It is a
powerful 5-HT2A receptor agonist. This benzodifuran derivative
is a strong hallucinogen,” similar to LSD but with prolonged
duration of action and possible intense hallucination visuals.
Heterogeneous effects amongst individuals may be experienced
even with the same dose. Overall it is said to be a third as
potent as LSD on a weight for weight basis. The drug inhibits
monoamine oxidase A’

The name of this compound comes from the fact that
its chemical structure is said to resemble a dragonfly. The R
stereoisomer is the stronger compound. Bromo-Dragonfly
misuse potential is high.* Overdoses have potential for toxicity
and lethality.” It is a strong vasoconstrictor and this effect can
lead to limb necrosis. Psychoactive drug poisonings have also
been described.®” A case report by Nielsen et al. describes
the development of acute psychosis,® whilst Wood et al. have
reported delayed-onset seizures when the drug was taken in
combination with ketamine and cannabis.’

Drug formulations include powder, pills, and it may also be
sold as impregnated blotter sheets. <&
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