
RESULTS 

 154 medical practitioners answered the questionnaire. 

 ‘Diagnosis’ was the major factor (92%) influencing 

physician’s choice of antibiotics  (Figure 1). 

 Pharmacists are regarded as being competent to treat 

common infections on a five-point Likert scale by 8% of 

physicians, 37% have no opinion and 14% think 

pharmacists are not competent. 

 The three most commonly cited reasons against 

pharmacist prescribing are that pharmacists are not 

qualified to clinically examine patients (78%), 

pharmacists do not have access to patient medical 

records (60%) and that local pharmacies’ setting lack 

privacy (49%).  
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INTRODUCTION 

Antibiotic prescribing is a multifaceted process which requires knowledge of pathogen characteristics as well as patient and drug 

characteristics.1  Medical practitioners’ perceptions and attitudes towards the use of antibiotics in treating an infection influence 

the decision to prescribe antibiotics and the selection of the appropriate antibiotic.2 Collaboration between medical practitioners 

and pharmacists, each with their respective expertise, can lead to major improvements in patient care.3 

METHOD 

 A questionnaire entitled ’Antibiotic Prescribing 

Practices Questionnaire’ was developed to assess 

antibiotic prescribing practices by physicians and their 

perception of potential antibiotic prescribing by 

pharmacists. 

 The questionnaire was disseminated to 376 medical 

practitioners practising in primary and secondary care 

in Malta. 

 A two-round Delphi was adopted to validate the 

questionnaire. 

AIMS 

To assess prescribing practices by physicians and to describe their perception on competencies of pharmacist prescribing and risks       

presented by such prescribing.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The three most significant risks of pharmacist prescribing 

were perceived by physicians to be misdiagnosis (53%), 

development of antibiotic resistance (52%) and therapeutic 

failure (49%). 

CONCLUSION 

Physicians state that a physical examination influences their prescribing of antibiotics.  They assign the concept of lack of 

physical examination competence by pharmacists to be a determining factor in their lack of support for establishing a    

national structure to enable pharmacist prescribing. A collaborative approach between medical practitioners and        

pharmacists should be evaluated as a possible national structure towards achieving better antibiotic prescribing while   

decreasing the medical practitioner perception of the risk of misdiagnosis by independent pharmacist prescribing. 
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Figure 1: Factors indicated by medical practitioners  as influencing their 

choice of antibiotics (N=154) 

Which factors influence your choice of antibiotics? 

What risks might the patient be exposed to if pharmacists were to      

prescribe antibiotics? 

How competent, from a scale of 0 to 4, would you rate pharmacists’ 

ability to prescribe broad-spectrum antibiotics to treat common             

infections? 

Why are you against pharmacists being given limited antibiotic            

prescribing rights? 

Table 1: Questions included in the questionnaire 


