
MEWT U HAJJ A 
Dak 1i ghedna fi1-kitha: Tibdil il

Gnassa, fl-ewwe1 harga ta' dan i1-Qa
ri tas-sena 1959, nistghu ntennuh 
ukol1 din id-darha. Issa wkol1 kull 
hadd jaf, mir-radju u mil1-gazzetti 1i 
1-Papa Gwamii XXIII miet, u 1i 
wrajh lahaq Pawlu VI. Imma rna 
jaqhilx li rna nghidux xi kelma fuq 
il-mewt tal-Papa Gwanni, ghax il
mewt tieghu k:enet grajja ta' ghafsa 
ta' qalh, aktar mill-mewt ta' hafna 
Papiet ohra, minn mijiet ta' snin 'il 
hawn. Nil3tghu nghidu ghalih il-k'liem 
ta1-Bibhja: Dum adhuc ordirer suc
cidit me (kif kont ghadni narma 
n-newl, qataghli 1-bicca. Ktieh ta' 
Isajija, XXXVIII, 12). Ghax, ghad 
li xih, Papa Gwanni kien rage] f'sahh · 
tu, u kellu tamiet khar li jaghme] il
gid; m'hux lill-Kattolki hiss, imma 
1ill-Insara ko1lha. U m'hux lill-Insa
ra hiss, imma wkoll 1il dawk li m'hu
miex, hilli jurihom 1-ahjar triq ghas
shm u 1-hena. Kliem fuqu ishah 
minn dan, li kien f'gazzetta Ingliza, 
rna nafx jekk jistax jinghad: 

Since his election in 1958, Pope 
John, had perhaps more t'han any 
other Pon!l;ijf in recent history taken 
an immense personal interest in world 
political events. By taking an active 
part in the maintenance of World 
Peace, by messages to world leaders, 
the Pope inspired the confidence of 
Christians and non-Christians alike; 
and by his love of Man, gained the 
love of mankind...... his warmth, 
humiLity and humanjty captured the 
hearts of not only Catholics, but 
people of all Faiths; nor is it Catholics 
alone who mourn his passing - the 
entire world joins wi-th them in t'heir 
bereavement. 

Miskin Papa Gwanni! Ghad li rna 
weriex, b:ex rna jsewwidx i'l-qlub tan
nies ta' rna' dwaru, imma cert li miet 
imnikket. Ghax, f'daqqa, kif ix
xoghol kien fl-ahjar tieghu, bla hsieb 
u bla rna kien jistenna, marad u miet. 
Ma mietx bix-xjuhija, imma h'marda 
1i tista' tigi fuq kul1 hadd. Miet 
b'ugigh kbir fisku, u ugigh akhar mo
ral:, ghax 1-eghZez xewqa tieghu, il
Kuncilju Ekumenku, rna satax item
mu hu. 

Imma fi1-Knisja, billi ghandha ghe
ruqha fid-Divinita ta' Dak 1i sejjisha, 
xej rna ji3ta' jonqos. Jithiddel iwa, 
:imma jonqos 1e. Gha1 hekk, ftit wara 
li t-tmun taghha kellu jiti1qu 1-Papa 
Gwanni XXIII, qahdu f'idejh mex-
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xej iehor t a ' hila bhalu, bl-isern ta' 
P apa P awlu VI, li kif rninn issa tagha 
1-kelrna, sa j~bqa' sejjer bix-xoghol 
ta' dak ta' qablu, billi fi1-Knisja 

jtemm il-Kuncilju Ekumenku, u fid
dinja juri li 1-hena u s-sliern rna jin
kisbuh bil-herra u t-theddid, imma · 
bil-hlewwa u 1-rnoghdrija. 

U bhal rna .ghedna f'dal-Qari erba' 
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sW.n u nofs ilu, hekk intennu din id
darba: jaqbel u rnehtieg li nitdlbu 
ghal Papa Pawlu VI, ghax il-hajja 
tal-Papa rna hix xi hajja ta' rnistrieh. 

I 

Hi hajja ta' xoghol u tahbil il-rnohh, 
hi nhar u bil-lejl, u ghat-ternrna tagh
ha hurna rnehtiega gherf u sahha. 
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