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Wied Qirda jaghtina fdalijiet
ta’ importanza xjentifika kbira

Dr Philip Sciortino — Tabib tal-Familja
John J Borg — Kuratur tal-Muzew tal-Istorja
Naturali

4.

F’Wied Qirda, xi mkien taht ir-rih tal-Ghagba, 167 sena ilu, nstab ghar waqt li kien
qieghed jithaffer bir. F’dan il-ghar instabu ghadam u fdalijiet ta’ importanza kbira li
minhabba f’hekk inkitbu numru ta’ studji fil-qasam tal-istudju xjentifiku tal-evoluzzjoni
u l-izvilupp tal-ispeci annimali fuq gzejjer zghar. Malta u Haz-Zebbug issemmew fuq il-
Gazzetti madwar l-erbat ir-rjieh tad-dinja.

Ghalkemm insibu l-istess fdalijiet fi
bnadi ohra f’Malta din kienet l-ewwel u
wahda mill-aktar sejbiet importanti f’dan
il-qasam. Ghal dawk iz-zZminijiet meta
l-interess fis-suggett kien tant qawwi,
dawn is-sejbiet wasslu lill-istudjuzi ghal
konkluzjonjiet dwar kuncett gdid fil-qasam
tal-istudju tal-palejontologija.

Hu mithum li dan l-addattament fuq
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l-annimali sar ghaliex id-daqgs tal-gzejjer _"If
Maltin ¢kienu minhabba li ghola il-
livell tal-bahar u fl-istess hin inqatghu
mlnp ma Sqalh‘]a' Dm ll_g.era saret tant L-iskeletru ta’ Palaeoloxodon falconeri, I-izghar speci ta’ iljunfant
zghira u maqtugha li ma kienetx ghadha  estint Marti. Maskil adult ma kienx ghola minn metru u kien
l-istess bhal qabel meta l—ispeéi tal-  Jjizen biss 305 kg. L-iljunfant ckejken (Elephas (Palaeoxodon) <
annimali tohu iimirhu fi il-konti t Falconeri) fil-muzew Arkejologiku ta’ Sirakuza. 'I

nnimali setghu jimirhu uq1 -Kontunen Ritratt G Dall'Orto. :"l
Ewropew. Dan sehh fi Zminijiet L
tal-perjodu geologiku imsejjah —

=

Plejistoceniku minn madwar 1.8
miljun sena sa 10,000 sena ilu.

Fuq medda ta’ zmien u generazzjonijiet
fdawk il-gzejjer izolati, I-annimali I-kbar
jickienu u dawk zghar jikbru. Dak li gara

lill-iljunfant ckejken u ¢-cinju I-ggant li ghexu
fl-istess Zzmien f'Malta u fi Sqallija madwar
250,000 senailu. lllum dawn kollha

speci estinti.
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F’dan il-perjodu meta I-livell tal-ilma tal-bahar Mediterran ghola u nizel kemm-il darba
b’250 metru u fi Zzmien qasir fired lil Malta mill-bqija tal-kontinent Ewropew. Kienet xi
haga li ghaggbet l-istudjuzi kif in-natura kellha I-mezz li flok dawn joghosfru setghu jghixu
f’daqgs im¢ekken.

Dawn l-ispeci nstabu ukoll fi Sqallija, Sardinja, Rhodi, Cipru u Kreta ghalhekk jidher
li dak kien addattament mifrux fi gzejjer fejn sehhu l-istess tibdil klimatiku u ambjentali fi
Zmien qasir. Dan il-perjodu ta’ madwar 2 miljun sena kien ikkaratterizzat b> mewgiet ta’
shana u ksieh kull 100,000 sena bil-livell u I-melh tal-bahar joghla u jinzel.

Fost fdalijiet ohra nstabu snien u nejbiet ta’ tliet spe¢i ta’ iljunfanti. Spe¢i minnhom
Paleoloxodon Falconeri kien 1-icken minn fost it-tlieta deskritt minn Busk fl-1867' u zewg
speci ta’ iljunfant zghir ta’ zewg metri gholi P. melitensis (Falconer u Busk 1867), izda
llum misjub bhala P. Mnaidirensis (Leith-Adams, 1874). Instabu fdalijiet ohra ta’ ghasfur
ggant Cygus Falconeri li ukoll inkitbu numru ta’ studji fuqu®#, fekrunau Myoxus Melitensis,
annimal estint li jixbah l-isquirrel.

Spe¢i ta’ Hipoppotamus zghir li nstab fl-istess perjodu f’Ghar Dalam kompla jsahhah
I-idea originali. Instabu wkoll fdalijiet ta’ ippopotami kbar gewwa Ghar Dalam. Spec¢i ta’
tjur u mammiferi u anke rettili ghaddew mill-istess
process f’inhawi ohra madwar id-dinja u f’perjodi
geologici differenti.

Id-data meta nstab dan l-ghar hi madwar
1-1856/7 u l-post imsemmi fl-istudju ta’ Spratt
hu I’faccata li thares lejn it-tramuntana ta’ Wied
Qirda®. Dan il-ghar jew fossa fil-blat kien mimli sal-
wicc¢ bi fdalijiet imhallta flimkien ma’ tafal u ramel
safrani. Dan juri li I-fdalijiet ingarru hemmhekk |
minn xi gharghar mijiet t’eluf ta’ snin qabel. Ix- [
xoghol fuq thaffir ta’ bir sar fl-1851 f’ghalqa ta’ &
certu Buttigieg. Il-haddiema sabu qasma fil-blat li
I-Inglizi sejhulha ghar li kellhom thammluha mill- : i
materjal li kien fiha biex setghu ikomplu bit-thaffir. "5
Dan kien xi 4 metri taht wic¢ il-hamrija. Minn dak
it-terrapien dan Buttigieg sab sinna ta’ iljunfant li §
hadha il-Muzew tal-Librerija ta’ Malta jew kif kien !
maghruf il-Cabinetto delle Curiosita minn fejn sar
jaf biha Spratt. Minghajr telf ta’ Zmien Spratt sab b
it-terrapien fil-post u kompla jfittex. Wara talab “Captain Thos. A. B. Spratt RN 1811-1888.
permess biex ikompli jiskava minn gewwa il-bir fuq (:;jr”;’c"éfnfzf’ u g:”)’iaet;ﬂt:zct;t’]‘;%’;’)‘s’ )
iz-zewg nahat tieghu’.

Spratt innifsu ha sehem f’dawn I-iskavi. Il-fdalijiet misjuba zammhom fil-kollezjoni
privata tieghu izda xi ftit inghataw lill-British Museum sabiex uhud mill-istudjuzi ikomplu
jistudjaw fughom. Gewwa in-Natural History Museum ta’ Londra ghad hemm fdalijiet ta’
zewg speci ta’ iljunfant ¢kejken (E. falconeri, E. mnaidriensis) mill-ghar ta’ Wied Qirda.

L-ewwel studjuz li ha interess dwar din is-sejba kien Thomas A B Spratt® innifsu li
kien Vi¢i-Ammiral u studjuz kbir tal-ibhra, geologu, xjenzat u awtur ta’ hafna studji. Hu
kien il-Kaptan ta’ vapur navali Ingliz iddedikat ghar-ricerka li fl-1859 gabar il-fdalijiet u
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ghaddihom lil Hugh Falconer xjenzat tal-istudji Fig. 2—Plan of the Z¥ug | Bome-cuve,
naturali Skocciz. Kien Falconer li wasal ghall- g <Y
konkluzjonijiet dwar l-iljunfant ¢kejken wara li
studja is-snien misjuba. Falconer kien wiehed
mill-akbar kollezzjonisti ta’ affarijiet naturali
ta’ zmienu. Sfortunatament Falconer miet fl-
eta ta’ 56 sena f’Jannar tal-1865. L-iljunfant
zghir E. Falconeri u ¢-Cinju ggant C.Falconeri
issemmew ghalih.

George Busk wiret l-ghadam fossilizzat
imsemmi u fl-1867 ippublika studju akbar
u aktar dettaljat fejn wera li kien hemm tliet
speci ta’ iljunfanti. Ghal 100 sena kwazi hadd
ma segwa l-ideat ta’ dawn ix-xjenzati hlief ghal
Andrew Leith Adams li kien irrefera ghal dawn
is-sejbiet fix-xoghol tieghu Notes of a Naturalist
in the Nile valley and Malta. Warajh kien hemm  as.wnne.
wkoll John H. Cooke li skava gewwa Ghar
Dalam u wkoll ghamel referenza ghal Spratt u
s-sejbiet tieghu. FI-1958 xjenzat zghazugh sab
skeletri bhal dak tal-iljunfant ckejken Malti
f’ghar fi Spinagallo fi Sqallija. FI-1962, 100
sena wara is-sejba f”Wied Qirda, Bruno Accordi
u Roberto Colacicchi mill-Universita ta” Ruma
ippublikaw dawn is-sejbiet ghal ewwel darba
barra minn Malta.

APPREZZAMEN]

<
14
o }
|
o}
X
>
=
o
i
2
-

Wall ¢ i high.

L-Ghar ta’ Haz-Zebbug. Pjanta ta’ Spratt (1867), turi
d-dahliet ma’ kull naha tal-bir fl-ghalqa ta’ Buttigieg.

Tant kienu importanti dawn is-sejbiet li -
I-ahbar xterdet mad-dinja kollha sahansitra fuq {.‘
il-gurnali ta’ kuljum u anke sal-Awstralja. Generalment b
dawn ikunu qed jirrapurtaw lill-Malta Times and United
Services Gazzette ta’ Charles A. Wright, gazzetta li kienet
tigi stampata f’Malta fis-seklu dsatax.

Fi gzejjer zghar bhal Malta meta nqatghu mill-kontinent, § 2
tnissel tibdil fl-annimali ta’ statura kbira li wassal biex dawn N

¥

¢kienu fid-daqgs taghhom. Process imsejjah insular dwarfism.
Aktar tard zviluppat l-idea imsejha insular gigantism li speci
ta’ annimali jistghu jikbru fid-dags aktar mill-bgija minhabba
li f’¢erti gzejjer izolati tonqos il-kompetizzjoni naturali li
trazzan id-daqs tal-kobor. Dawn I-ipotesi (ideat) flimkien
gew imsejha ‘The Island Rule’. Fuq skala aktar wiesgha hu
mahsub li waqt fazijiet ta’ kesha kbira l-iljunfant Ewropew
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(ta’ dags normali) nizel ’l isfel lejn Sqallija biex jevita il- ;*1
kesha tal-era glazjali. Minhabba din il-kesha, I-ilma tal-ibhra ,ﬁ..
nizlu ghax ingemgha hafna silg fl-Ewropa u f’postijiet simili = {= =

fl-Amerika u fl-Asja. Kif nizel il-livell tal-bahar Mediterran  pygh fajconer 1808 - 1865,
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bejniethom.  L-iljunfant sahansitra g, j:nn Seas o:;“ mﬁ&Tﬁ'ﬁmm
i7 i7 i 5 collected Bprait at Malta. It
plze.l sa Malta, izda klf‘ regghet sahnet - z ke o b e B mmpo;md
id-dinja u ghola l-livell tal-bahar and there is therefore now the most complete illustration of
inqabdu hawn Malta. Studju i ghadu  Biconar:and D Adats havs weiior o the it Dr. Hugh
ghaddej sal-lum fejn id-diskussjoni mﬂmm‘mﬂm“‘:r‘;; %'&’fpﬁ?'
tigi maghguna skont l-ahhar kisbiet. B mmenced his collection as far B .
i maghgy O~ ] TS T

Malta u Sqallija sfaw maghqudin b’art

|

Min jaf jekk fadalx fdalijiet ta’ menced in 1865, and the British Association furnished funds

iljunfan £"Fa Zebbug! Y o = G T T

Mualdre Gmk Fissure, Gsp, Leonards

and Fissure. The was examined only

. m as 1870. There have been found the

Referenzi ::-h-d m’l"’hw elephants, from m calf

! Busk, G. 1867. Description of the remains mﬁ- of having been 'Ilu.i"!:n the clay in m%
of three extinct species of elephant, found ; but teeth, tusks, of skulls, and pearly
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collected by Capt. Spratt, C.B., R.N., in the
ossiferous cavern of Zebbug, in the island
of Malta. Transactions of the Zoological
Society of London, 6: 227-306.

2 Leith-Adams,A. 1874. On the dentition and The Sydney Morning Herald It-Tlieta 24 ta’ Settembru, 1878.
osteology of the Maltese fossil elephants, Ihabbar il-kisba ta’ dawn il-fossili mill-Muzew Ingliz.
being a description of remains discovered
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9: 1-124.

3 Parker, W.K. (1865). Preliminary notes on some fossil birds from the Zebbug Cave, Malta. Proceedings
Zoological Society of London. 1865:752-753.

4 Parker, WK. 1869. On some fossil birds from the Zebbug Cave, Malta. Transactions Zoological Society of
London 6: 119-124.
Spratt, T.A.B. 1867 On the bone caves near Crendi, Zebbug and Melliha on the island of Malta. Quarterly
Journal of the Geological Society, London 23: 283-297.

> Adams A.L (1877) On gigantic land-tortoises and a small freshwater species from the ossiferous caverns of
Malta, together with a list of their fossil fauna Quart. J. Geol. Soc.33: 177-191.

6 Zammit Maempel, George. T.A.B. Spratt (1811-88) and his Contribution to Maltese Geology. Melita
Historica. (1986)3(271-308).

7 Herridge, Victoria Louise. Dwarf elephants on Dwarf elephants on Mediterranean islands: A natural
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