
Meta r-rumanz Il-Óolma Maltija ˙are© fl -1994, Norbert Ellul-Vincenti OFM, 

M.A.(Oxon) kien kiteb hekk fi t-Times: “There is nothing of this scale or stature in our 
literature”. Issa li r-rumanz ˙are© fi  traduzzjoni fi  New York, Ellul Vincenti tana din il-
kitba esklussiva dwar l-istess rumanz:

Kultant nistg˙u ninstemg˙u parrokkjali meta nfa˙˙ru ra˙al jew belt (x’inhi d-differenza 

hawn Malta?) ming˙ajr ma ng˙annu wkoll il-glorji tal-pajjiΩ kollu. Imma dan m’g˙andux 

ikun, l-ewwel g˙ax m’g˙andniex inkunu parrokkjali (almenu mhux iΩΩejjed!) u t-tieni g˙ax 

l-istorja tal-pajjiΩ tista’ tkun marbuta intimament ˙afna ma’ xi  belt jew o˙ra. KaΩ ewlieni 

huwa dak tal-Belt Valletta.

Hawn Malta, il-©rajja nazzjonali hija marbuta ma’ ftit bliet/ir˙ula, g˙ax meta tqis li sa 

Ωew© sekli jew tlieta ilu, ftit kien hawn bliet/ir˙ula minn xiex tag˙Ωel, allura kollox sar 

f’˙olqa iΩg˙ar mil-lum.

Hekk jew hekk, ÓaΩ-Ûebbug jikseb l-unuri kollha fi n-nis©a tal-©rajja Maltija. U 

Ω-Ûebbu©in, naturalment g˙andhom biex jiddandnu u jifta˙ru f’dawk il-parametri li 

semmejna hawn fuq.

Iben denn li jixxa˙xa˙ fi l-glorja dehbiena Ûebbu©ija, kull fejn jista’, huwa Frans Sammut, 

li min-na˙a tieg˙u, ma naqasx li jΩid ma’ dak li sab, bil-˙idma utieqa tieg˙u. Frans Sammut, 

illum huwa isem mag˙ruf mhux biss b˙ala Ûebbu©i imma anke b˙ala Malti.

Kien dan is-se˙er Ûebbu©i, li ©ieg˙el lil Frans Sammut idur g˙al Mikiel Anton Vassalli 

biex jikteb l-istorja tieg˙u f’rumanz storiku.  Almenu hekk na˙seb, g˙ax Ûebbu©in it-tnejn – 

iΩda ming˙ajr ma niç˙du li Vassalli huwa fi gura kbira internazzjonali u çertament Maltija.

Il-Lexicon
Meta darba ktibt fi t-Times fuq il-Lexicon ta’ Vassalli 

ippreΩentat u annotat minn Frans Sammut, kont ktibt: 

“The Maltese were still living as in feudal days when the 
Enlightenment arrived. Self-determination, however, did 
not arrive until much later…. The truth is that Vassalli 
was not simply compiling given data passively, but was 
intent on laying down a structure, imparting the benefi t 
of his erudition to the people that he so much admired, 
and that he wished fervently to grow up in every way. 
He was conscious that the language was in bad shape 
from ill-use. He himself talks of “voglio assoggettare 
il Maltese a certe regole” (I want to submit Maltese to 
certain rules).”

Ma na˙sibx li hemm g˙alfejn nittraduçi dak il-kliem. 

Vassalli kien bniedem, li meta ˙ares madwaru ma rax 

Frans Sammut

u l-Óolma Maltija
minn Norbert Ellul Vincenti
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dak li kien hemm u kkuntenta ru˙u, imma ˙ares ukoll ’il barra, u ra differenza kbira bejn il-

˙ajja tal-poplu Malti u l-˙ajja tal-barranin, u ried b’˙iltu kollha li jag˙mel differenza. Óajtu 

g˙exha biex jag˙mel din id-differenza – u spiçça ˙azin – jew a˙jar – spiçça tajjeb, g˙ax 

illum qed napprezzawh u nonorawh. Imma kemm tbatija g˙alih u g˙al familtu!

Ried mhux biss ja©evola l-lingwa billi jissu©©etta l-ilsien li jit˙addet bih il-poplu g˙al 

çerti regoli determinati minnu (per eΩempju, l-alfabet, il-Malti ta’ ÓaΩ-Ûebbu© minfl ok il-

Malti tal-Belt…) imma Vassalli xtaq ukoll – u ˙olom – progress ie˙or soçjali g˙all-Maltin 

˙utu.

Personalment g˙andi ˙afna simpatija lejn Vassalli, u jisg˙obbija ˙afna g˙all-isfortuna 

ta’ l-a˙˙ar snin. Però kien hemm xi ˙a©a fi l-karattru tieg˙u li bieg˙det lin-nies minnu, 

donnhom jibΩg˙u jafdawh.  Kont nistenna li xi mkien barra, kien isib post f’xi università 

biex jg˙allem. Naqtg˙u li ma kienx bniedem façli, u ma nafx kif minkejja l-g˙erf kbir 

tieg˙u, u forsi superjorità g˙al ˙afna g˙alliema o˙ra, ma sabx jg˙allem x’imkien fejn seta’ 

jistag˙na. Imma fi l-kaΩ ma kienx l-ewwel bniedem kbir li ma kienx maqtug˙ g˙al man-

nies.

Dan jo˙ro© kollu mill-©rajja ta’ Frans Sammut dwar Vassalli, ©rajja li huwa nise© bl-

akbar g˙aqal u attenzjoni biex ma jitbig˙edx mill-fatti mag˙rufa, fi l-waqt li j˙alli l-wisa’ 

g˙all-possibbiltà li tinstab aktar informazzjoni fuq Vassalli, wara l-˙ru© tar-rumanz.

Ir-rumanz ta’ Sammut
F’dak ir-rumanz, Sammut wera kemm kien jaf tajjeb lil Vassalli, kemm kien i˙obbu, u 

fuq kollox kemm kien i˙obb lil Óaz-Ûebbu© b˙al iben denn.

Ma ninsa qatt is-sorpriΩa ta’ dak l-ewwel kapitlu fejn Sammut jintefa’ b’ru˙u u b’©ismu 
biex jinse© tila artistika, storika u lingwistika li ˙aqqha tkun mg˙allma f’kull klassi fejn 
Malti jid˙ol biex jitg˙allem i˙obb pajjizu.

Il-Óolma Maltija huwa rumanz li ma jmut qatt, ukoll jekk da˙lu fi h xi elementi lingwistiçi 

peΩanti li da˙lu biex ma jibqa’ xejn barra.  Huwa unur g˙al Malta li g˙andna kitba hekk 

kbira fuq fi gura hekk kbira, imma din it-triq glorjuΩa trid tg˙addi, g˙al darba o˙ra minn 

Óaz-Ûebbu©.

Fid-da˙la tal-Lexicon, Vassalli jindirizza x-xog˙ol tieg˙u lin-Nazzjon Maltija fi lwaqt 

li jawgura sa˙˙a u kuntentizza lill-“Maltin s˙abi”. 

Hija talba biex ix-xog˙ol ta’ l-a˙jar snin ta’ ˙ajtu 

ma ji©ix imwarrab immeritament  mill-Maltin. 

Na˙seb, anzi m’g˙andix dubju, li Frans Sammut 

jaqbel ma’ din ix–xewqa ta’ Vassalli u jestendieha 

g˙all-˙idma koll˙a ta’ ˙ajtu, ta’ dan il-persuna©© 

kbir  Ûebbu©i. 
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