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INKWIET FIL-FAMILJA
(Dramm Socjali fo 3 Atti)
Ta' Guze’ GALEA
(Jorbot mal-Ghadd ta’ Settembru  1944)

IT-TIENI ATT

Sala fi Club; min-naha (& wara tidher il-kamra tal-bar
D hatied hbieh jivorbu u jithellmu flimbkien; fuq iz-gewdt ignub
bibien 1i iayliu ghal swali ohra fil-Club. Fug i-palk hafna pul-
i siggijiel . inacejied Zghar w ghamarg ohra li tghodd ghal
Sulu ta” Club.

Tl-Ceeneral jidher bil-gieghda fuy pultruna jagra gazzetta.

General:
Waiter ! Waiter !

Waiter:
Ciidhol bil-heffa u jieqaf iebes), Hawn. snr General,
General:
[«-Sar Tumas rajtu hawn il-lejla?
Waiter :
Ghadu ma glex, sinjur.
General:
Kollox sewwa.
Waiter :

Naglik £'xi Taga obra, sinjur?
Greneral :
Nejn ghal issa.
(H-waitey tizzel rasy bil-gima v juwarrab.)
(KURUNKILI jidhol mill-bieb tal-genb, ihares ftit ma’
deearu o meta ghwale Hl-General imur ipoggi hideh)
Kurunell :
Sur General, kKif int?
General :
Cienfd rasu minp fug il-gazzetta.) Ara 1-Kurunell. Intix taj-
ieh? Ogehod hdei’a halli aghidu kelintein.
Kurunell :
(iressaq il-pultruna aktar ma’ genb il-General) X’ahbarijiet
ghandna 1-lejla? X’ gieber 1l-gazzetta ?
General : ,
NXejn mill-gdid; kollox tas-soltu: bumbardament mill-ajru,
avanz bit-tankijiet. hbit bis-sottomarini.  Il-lum is-suldat gajla
jissemma.,
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Karunell:
D owerra ta” Tazzar, petrol. gonnna o radju
General:

Mhux bhal 11 Zmienna. Dari s-suldati kienu jistghu taru
Nisurfuou l-mexxe’ja taghhom kellhom fiex juru d-dehen ta’
mohhon, '

Kurunell :

Titakar fil-gwerra lohra!  Dik kienet gwerrn ta’ lirgie.:

Fiwk kienn taqbidiet ta’ hila
General :

Dik kienet gwerra ta’ tattika mhux bhal din il-gwerra tal-

luine qisha tellieqa min jigrr l-aktar,
Kurunell :

Meta ngib quddiem ghajnejia t-tjun ta’ Flandra, it-trunéier
’ Ypresu nxebbahhom mal-blitzkri leg tal-lum, nara kemm mor-
1 ehall-aghar sahansitra fis-sengha tal-gled.

General :

T-hun isesuldat ma ghadux bniedem tal-glied kif kien fi
zinjenna: il-hon iderrah faghmilha ta’ mekkanikua, ta’ ““driver”
ta’ rad u-telegratist; ighallmuh il-gugitzw, iqabbzulh bil-paraxut
mif-ajroplani. rah kit ikisser w jharbat, imma qajla jharrguh
piex jitgnbad <ider mia’ sider. Sahansitra fil-mixi taghhom is-sal-
dati ma ghadhomx 11 kiena. Dari ofina konna immaréaw f'nofs
g bilkbanda quddiem; il-lum nara s-suldati ghaddejjin wie-
Ired wara “-iehor minn tabht il-hajt biex jinhbew donnhom hallelin.

Kurunell :

Dari kont tihmah battaljuni b’eluf ta’ suldati mexjin spalla
wa’ =palla jehattu wilga, bil-bajunetti jilmaw fix-Xemx, iwerwru
il kall min jardhom: ma kelhom xkiel ta’ xejn hlief xi erba’
kanmi Howitzers Jew xi (tit Vickers. 1l-lum is-suldati jgorrn
tarzna maghhoni : kanuni ta” kall dags u ta’ kull ghamla : Bren.
Bofors. Aeh Aeh, Tewis. Oerlikon: karrozzi, jeeps, carriers,
radju-vans, Ma nafx kif jistehu jiggieldu b'dan ix-xkiel kollu.

General :

-l ma nisimghux b’dawk l--attakki bil-bajunetti li jqaj-
mulek gismek xewk xewk, nieta s-suldati b’sahna ta’ qilla jikin-
sut lmlnm jsibu qndd;emhom

. Kurunell :

U mqas ghadna naqraw fuq xi karga tal -kavlerija meta r-rik-

kieha jharbtu l-ghadu u jgattghuh his-sabres taghhom.
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freneral:
[1-ur iz-znuninet mbidlu.
Furunell :
Is-guldat i ghadux b kien,
(T-TARIB ROBERT STANLEY | licbes ta’ Kaptan. jid-
Lol mill-bich tal-genb , iselieyr w jibya’ sejjer fil-bar.)
CH-hbieh 1 huna fil-bar idwru ma Dottor Stanley w fifirhu
bil)
Habib :
A Dottor Stanlev. merhba bik. Robert.
Habib iehor:
Nifrahlek Kaptan Robert.
Hafna Hbieb:
(hol'la flimkien) Nifrahlek, nifrahlek hil-qatb kollha.
Habib iehor:
Ma hawnx ghalih it-"Tabib Stanley!
L-ewwel Eabib
Flrigt tassew ta’ ragel.
It-Tieni Habib:
Ixrob machna ghax pixraqlek. ’
Stanley:
Iont =e nistedinkom tixorbu mieghi.
Habib :
eowwel ixtob maghng mbhaghad nixorbu mieghek.
(Stanley w hbiebu jirorbu., jifirha w jitkellmu.)
General:
(il Kirweell) Pan ghax qeghdin jifichulu?
' Eyurunell
Men ghadek ma simajtx? Ti-lejla komunikat ufficiali fah-
har halna LH-Kaptan Dottor Stanley 1 ssemma h’gieh kbir u
nala” dekorazziont ghall-hila 1i wera,
General :
Dan kif?
Kurunell :
Mili jidher kien henun tagbida harxa, Xi uofficiali taghna
rtiraw” inmg Kaptan Stanley. li kien it-Tabib tar-Rigment,
haga® fejn kien, dewwa l-midrubin kif sata’ n gabar il-ftit suldati
li kien baga’, zammhom mieghu, ghamlithom il-hila u b’inkejja
ta’ nar gawwi baqa’ jieqaf lill-ghadu u jitfghu lura sakemm was- .
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fet il-ghainuna taghna. Li ma kienx hu konna nitilfu pozizzjont
tajba hafna barra milli kienn jhallu ha’jithom i-midrubin u jin-
qabdu priguniert s-suldati i bagghu ma rtirawx bhal shabhom.
General :
(hamil bhal dun ta” min ifakhew.
Kurunell :
I-3um Jtiv issib nies qalbenin ta’ din ix-xorta, Tridx insej-
halu jixrob maghna Lil-Kaptan Stanlev?
General:
fiifaewd) 1ie, le; ghax qieghed nistenna habib biex ikellimni
fug haga ta” reqqa kbira,
Kurunell :
Blllmqq fug it-tifel tieghek hadt xi ahbar dan l-ahhar? Taf
kif ohadda?
General :
Kitibli 17 issa jinsab tajjeb hafna: hareg mi l-isptar u jittama
Hona jdumux ma jibaghtnh ghaddi xi erbat ifiem m]shleh id-dar.
Kurunell ;
Tssa dak ie-tifel tieghek x'fettilluy mar dahal suldat? Kieku
mexxejthn kelma inth ina kenux idahhiuh Fizzjal?
General ;
Ma wrieni b'xejn. Mar inkiteb suldat minn rajh bla ma gal
1 hadd, H-lum ie-tfal jaghnrein Hojrida o N jfettli lhom bia ma
Cehdu pariv minn ghand hadd.
Kurunell : )
Ghax Jidhrithom 1 jafu kollox. Daz-zmien iz-zghazagh koll-
ha mzattin u mserdkin, minn ghalihom jithmu kollox, jahsbu Ii
hadd ma psta” ghalihom v jridu jehixu hielsa winn kull xkiel a
I&em.
General:
Hekk hu. hekk hu.
(L-TWHALLEE, I fhun jithellem ma’ Stanley. johrog mill-
bar w jersaq lejn il- (,mz('m[ w siehbu.) ‘
Imhallef:
Merhhu bik. Snr General, Kif int, Kurunell ?
General u Kurunell :
Taibin, tajhin.
General :
Serrah hawn . Sur Tmhallef. Poggi hdejia
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Imhallei:
Ntagt inghidiek kelma, Sur Genersl.
Kurunell :
Se nhallikom wehidkom. tigrn). Sahha ghalikoni.
General :
subha, Kuranell.
Imhallei:
Sahba; nergghu niltagghu.
(L-Twihallef iressaq il-pultruna grib il-General.)
Imhallef:
General, ilna nalu bl sulxin is-snin il-kbar.
General :
IHna hbieb minn meta konna ghandna tfal,
Imhallei:
Ma' tul dan iz-zinien kollu dejjemi zamnejtek bhabib tal-
qath,
General :
Jien dejjem gistek bhala wiehed minn ta’ gewwa,
Imhallei:
Tajeb. Ghaldagstant nahseb i jekk uaghtik paric tiehdu
bhala pariv Ii gej minn ghand wiehed i na jixtiglekx hlief gid
ek u fili-famil’a tieghek.

General:
T-parivi ticghek defjem ghozzejthoin u wxejt fughom,
Imhallef:

Hekk nittama 1 taghiel issa. Intix tora lit-Tabib Stanley ?
CL-Twthallef leejjer rasw lejn il-Bar | fejn tkun it-Tabib.)
Imhallef: ,
Nughtihulek bhaly zaghzugh sewwa ke Jista® jkuan, Tabil
e ghert kbiv fil-professjoni tieghu. Kizzjal mil-aktar qalbiena.
chadu kewnn qala’ tithir u gieh kbir ghall-hila tieghu; dan ilu
qatigh bi Nisich Sonja u issa talabni biex nghaddiln kelma mie:
ahek.
General :
Ciblugh w mifeul. ) Talab lilek?
Imhallef: )
Jiena lit-Tabib Stanley ili nafu minn meta kien ghadu stu-
“dewt, dejjemn stmajbu bha® ibni v hu gatt ma naqasni 'xejn. Tssa
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ohazel lili biex innnexxilu kelu wieghek, billi jaf kemm jiena u
inti ningiebu flimkien; ghadu kemuw talabni biex iflagqghu mie-
uhek,

General:

tH-Generdl jogyhod jaliseb glial ftit donnu jtalle’ o jnizzel
oser jibda peiegeb ) nnbaghad jitkellent donnu wmfantas.)

Sur haballel, jekk trid Babgghu hbieb issemmilix aktar lit-
Tabib Stanlev. -

- Imhallei:

cnistaghgeb w miksur) Ma jidhidx I ghandek ghalfejn tie-
hu ghaiik. Jiena ndhalt ghal din il-biééa l-ewwelnett ghax naf it-
Tabib x'ragel hu. it-tieni ghax nixtieq il-gid 1iv Sonja.

Greneral :
Sonja pal jien xinbu -abjar ghaliba u ma bt hsebnix inhal-
Heha tintilef wara wiehed i ma fixirgithiex.
Imhallei:
ft- '[‘dblb Staniev ina fihx x1 tmaqdar,
' General :

Sonja jixirgitha wiched ahjur; ighodd ghaliha xi Fizzjal biex,
Ciixi fit-teig 1o ghaddejt miunha jien, bniedem nobbli, ta’ qima
u tal gieh i jkun jista® fressagha fllagwa sodjeta.

Imhallei:

Souja tifla ma Jongosha xemn, ma ghandhiex ghalfejn tintra-

bat ma’ bniedem biex tikber u tOOh bis-sahha, tieghu.
General :

Sonja ghandiia min iridha wiehed mid-aqwa nies tal-pajjiz;
baghat johtobha Flun u lekk mti ddum {tit iehor mieghi nurihu-
lek ghax ghandna niltagehu hawn @ dalwaqgt tarah gej mal-habib
tgbna s-Sur Tumas, ghax mieghu baghat jitlobni biex ngharrsu
Titstifia, . :
S : Imhallef: ‘

Geara 17 jdwne jubiseb ftity Agbdirni ghax semmejtlek it-Tabib
SHtanlev; ma kontx naf I Senja mwieghda 1 haddiehor.

General :

5 issa ghad ma hemm xe n, innna jien ghandi xewqa kbira 1
binti tithallat ma’ ta’ De Vere, ghax ghandek tkun taf i 11&&]%
ran- Ludul De \«‘ e h;{;_{hil’ ohtubha

Imhallei

(hid-delerd w bil-hatfa) T1-Kaptan Radolf De Vere!?
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General :
Cotinnufil) Tva, Ma tafux ? Hux bin wahda will-famibi l-ak-
tir nobbli B ghandna? Milli nifhewm shobb wisq i Sonja u mitlaf
warajha, ehax malli raga’ cwra minn fuq il-front baghat jitlob-

hieli gharusa tieghu.

Imhallef:

(hosbieny Inuma inti tafu sewwa il Kaptan De Vere?
General:

De Vere nies nwghrufin minn kulhadd.
Imhallef:

Ciihga jaliseb fut . imbaghad fressaq rasu lejn d-General fil-
wagt 1 jstagstinn ill-Kaptan gatt kellimtu?

General :

Qatt s Jrga’t mieghu,
Imhallef:

tdejjem imfiesseb ) Sonfa xi tghid ? Thobbua ?
General :

Dike it-titla ma mstax nifhimba, meta semmejtulha bagghest
bierda bhal sicca, izda ghandi fehma 11 malli tarah u tkellmy
ehandha tingilied lejh u tispicéa biex tittajjar ghalily.

Imhallef:

Qabel v thagjar Hl Sonja ghail-Kaptan De Vere mbux ahjar

tisterar fuit sakenun issir tafu sewwa ?
General : )

Ma Sidhinlix 3 hemim ghalfejn nistenuna biex inkun nafu sew-

wi il De Vere; bniedem bhalu maghrul minn kulhadd.

Imhallef:
D int stagsejr ghalih sewwa ?
General :

S jielne ghalily X teid tfisser D’din il-mistogsija? Jaqaw taf
xihaga fug il-Kaptan De Vere? Jekk taf tkellem bla habi.
Imhallef:
Jisghobbija I bhala Mhallef ma nistax inghid i rrid, imma
bhala habily tieghek gaibi ma ttinix 1 ma niftahlekx ghajnejk.
General ;
“b i fmqurrasy Ninha? Xinhu?
Stanley :
(H-Tabib Stanley jolirog mill-bar u jersaq fuq iz-Zewqt ih-
bieb; isellmilhom bil-gima kollha.)
Nghandna, Swr Tinhallef ! serv tieghek, Sur General.
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Imhallef:
Ondfaw’r Ara t-'Labib Stanley. Nifrahlek Dott: il-gieh L
qlat jisthogqiok tassew: ure’t hila tal-ghageb u. hrigt ta’ ragel
mili-aqwa.  (Hill-CGeneral) Sur Geueral nipprezentalek lit-Tabib

Staniey.
(seneral:
gt w neili-qalb o barray Ghandi pjaéie I gapna.
Stanley :

Thalluny mistedinkom nixorbu fimkien
General :
(neerfitgh) Jiena na nixrobx.

Stanley :
(mikswry Tkun gieh kbir ghalija kieku tiehdu qatra mieghi.
Imhallei:

Cupun ncnn fug il-pultruna. igieghed idu fuq spallepn it-
Tabiby  Dottor Swanley. il-General qleghed jistenna xi hbieb u
shal-lefla ma jistax ikompli maghna; inhalluh fil-wisa’; imxi ni-
xorbu jiens u ind fil-bar. (jagbad 1it-Tabib labranzetta) Sahha,
Sur General.

Stanley :

Sahha. Sur General.

General :

Sahha ghalikow.

: Sur Tumas:

((5-SUR TUMAS w I-KAPTAN DI VERE jidhlu mill-bieb
tal-genb u jersqu lepn il-Ceneral.)

Sahha Sur General. -

De Vere: ) .

(ihabbal sagafh ma” rwelvin w jintlewa biex isellem) Sur Ge-

neval, serv tieghek.
General :
g jifral bilom) Merhba bikom. Kif intom?
Sur Tumas: )
General. nipptezentalek lill-Kaptan De Vere.
General: ~
Glundi piacie i sivt nafel, Kaptan De Vere. (jehodlu b'idu),
Oqoghdu bil-ieghda (icempel ganpiena li thun jug mejda Zghira
lidejp, il-pultruna tieghu) Tssa tixorbu xi haga mieghi..
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Waiter:
trersaq bil-hefin) Hawn sinjur!
Greneral:
X'tiehu Kaptan? N'igiblek Sur Tumas? Jiena dejjem whisky
niehin, whisky bi ftit soda.
Sur Tumas, De Vere:
Jien ukoll. jien ukoll.
CHecaiter faar igih H-whisky.
Greneral:
Raptan, swat e dleks U rgajt lura minn fug il-front, nif-
pabitek Twasali qawwi v shih, Kont ek fuq il-linja ta’ quddiem ?
De Vere:
fantasy Dot hemm fug is-sena.
General:
Mela rajt u garrabt, Tssa gejt ghal xi
Kenm bi hsiebek iddum hawn?
De Vere:
Cneifend w donnu jrid ibiddel i1-klUewn) Malli geit hsibt £*Sonja
no2ham i Preasi onitlobhielek b’gharusa tieghi.
) Sur Tumas:
(il-Gieneral - bil-hlicqa)y Dik hintek Sonja haditla mohhu lill-
Kaptan De Vere  defjem jahseb fiha ma jistax ighaddi min-

ftit tal-mistrieh ?

chajrha.
_ De Vere:
Sur General, jekk ikolii g-sensja tieghek. nixtieq li I-gherusija
thun qasira ohax ieid 11 t-tieg isiv malajr,
. General:
It ke in! mghaggel? Madankollu Son’a tholl u torhot
ohax hi trid tghid iva jew le.
' Sur Tumas:
Sonja mhix sepra ma togehodx ghall-kelma tieghek . Sur Ge-
. neral, '
' General :
_ (hosbien) F'haga bhal din ma nindahlilhiex wisq. (wara ftit
liti-Kaptan) Toti tatha sewwa lil Sonja?
De Veve:
Natha nghid.



114 Ln-Marrr

General:
Ciolrog wiill-kamra lus-Sinjurg Klotilde,)  Min gie? Min
hawn Jitkeilen?
(Gliver dgune malagr . jugfe!  d-gakietta. jogghod iebes u
ssellend blidn fug gbinu bhas-suldati.)

Oliver:
Hiwn jien. General. Gejt nirrapporta rahii qawwi u shih,
(Ceneral Jiespaf mistaghgeb | inbaghad imur jiehu b’id ibnu
wojrossu wieghu. Ts-seftura tidhol fil-kawra tas-Sinjura Klotilde.
General :
Oliver ! Ofiver intix ta‘jeb u qawwi u shih. Dan kit gejt hekk
miadajr? Nferha taitna ghal gharrieda.
Oliver:
Papi. isabt biex flok 1i nibga” fl-isptar halli nissabhah wara li
comt mis-sodda, nigi nistrieh o niehn sahhts hawn,

- General:
Ghamnile sewwa: ghannilt sewwa,
Oliver :
l7z-zi;n K.otilde u ohti Sonja fejn huina?
General :

l7-zija Wlotilde ghadha kif hassha hazin v dabhalnieha gew-
wit, Sonja gieghda ddur biha,
Oliver :
Ni grallia? .
General '

Attakk tal-galb. Issa gieghed ighaddilha w thoss ruhha tistej-
qer. tuna (it il bezzghetna hekk 1 bghatna ghat-tabib.  In-
tant. oqehod bil-g'eghda ¢hax ghandek hafna xi tghidli : nibdew
biex tehumatni kif kont korrejt.

Oliver:

Gogghod bil-qieghda) Jiena angas nal sewwa kif kienet il-
bicéa; naf biss i kont mal-kumpani‘a ta’ quddiem nett, kellna’
ordni shiha I' nieqfu lii-ghadu, imma huwa dawwarna u {’daqqa
wahda fetah nivien tal-wahx ghal fugna u harbatna; shabna ta’
wara, 11 kienu mmexxitin minn xi fizzjali bla hila, dabbru ras-
hem w telqu jigrn hwa, Jiena v shabi 1i nzertajna quddiem nett,
sibna rohna maqtughn ghalina v f'radda ta’ salib waqajna mil-
gutin mill-balal tal-ghadu; I ma kienx wiehed Fizzjal Tabib 1 -
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IT-TIRLET ATT
Sola fid-dar tal-General, minn nakig waldue bieb Ui joghti ghall-
kamra to® Klotilde. oht il-General, min-noha l-ohra bieb i jiehu
ghall-kmamar in-naha ta” barra,
[-Cenera imberghen w mbagbayg, idur mas-sala b’sahnae kbi-
e . Klotilde bil-gieghda fuq pultruna. Sonja bil-gieghda fuq
stggu hdein mejda Zghira, : \ ‘
General:
(fieguf quddient Sougn, (habbat siequ ma’ l-art u jghidilha,
Jehitiegiek tisma’™ minni,
Sonja:
Papa, mhux ghax vrid nikeer kelmtek. imma lill-Kaptan De
Vere ma nistax inhobbu.
General :
IGf tista” rehid dan jekk ghadek ma ltgaitx mieghu? Dal-
wagt asal hawn nowbaghad taa x’Fizz'al hu, ighaxxaq in-nies.
: Klotilde
(UL Sowjey Ara bmeta j'@1 hawn ma tonqsu £xejn.
Sonja:
Chis-safunay T jiena wma rrids narah 1ill-Kaptan De Vere.
et rridx niltaga’ mieghu.
General:
Jien stedint Hl De Vere f'dari biex jiltagn’ mieghek: ara li
ma tehreanix w’ tfal, :

) Sonia:
Papiv. igoaghalnix ingib ruhi hazin,  Inti taf i ma nistax
chalih 1i1-Kentan.
Klotilde :

Mhux ma tistax gha'l-Kaptan, izda tinsab moghmija wara
dak x-xifaik t97 'Pabib 1 hadlek mohhok a tiliflek dehnek.
Sonia:
Ziin Klotilde, nixtieqek ma sgemmix lit-Tab’h Stanley.
Klotilde :
Crhax ma tridnix imsemm 'h 9 Jaqaw tisthi?
Sonia:
(mberghna) Ma nixtiqeks issemmi t-Tahb Stanlev ghax inh
ghandek ilsienek hazin wisqy, S
‘ Klotilde ;
(tiehu ghaliha) Jiena ghandi lsTeni hazin ! (lill-General) Gre-
neral geghed tismaghha zzeblahni, hux? Dan qieghda taghmlu
biex tkiddni u teqridni. o )



112 Te-Mavnrl

Sonja:

(hev (herred il Zitha) Zija Klotilde, kemm gieghda tehodhay
bi khira?

Klotiide :

Mela wia nehodhiex bi kbiea ! Wara L rabbeitek Jien, ghax It
ms Kontx jien wasa liewt tTommok kieku min jaf x’sar minnek
ohindek iggib ruhek hekk hazin mieghi ?

Sonja: |

Mbux ghax pidt ingib rohi hazin, inna inti weggajthi qalbi
bojlsiengk.

Klotilde :

sthishon dejjen) Dan 1 jongos issa . i@gaghacna nitboy fommi
W nitke s ! FHux ma teids tisia’ kHemi ? Arvand sejra nwar-
rah hatli nhallikom fil-wisa’

(Klotilde taghti salt biew tqum | iZzda targa’ laga’ fug il-pul-
frama b nifisha macptugh.)

(Sowia w 1-Ceneral jersqu malair hidejn Klotilde. )

Sonja:
Ni ératek. 2?2 Hassek hazin?
Klotilde :

(O felien mitfi, turi Uidha fug qaldha)r Qabadni ugigh kbir
hawn s gieghda nara s-sala ddar bija.

Sonja:
(thaddan maghha 1 Klotilde) Tridx timtedd, #i?
General : .
15 nghinek tidhol fil-kamra tieghek.
Klotilde :
(tilheqy Qieghed izomnmli n-nifs; ahjar tibaghtu ghat-Tabib.
General :
timur hdeju il-bich tal-genb isejiah) Rikardu! Rikardu!
Rikardu:

Hawn sin‘ur (jibinah lis-sinjurg Kotilde) X’ gara ?
General :

Is-Sinjuza Klotilde hassha hazin. Mur gib tabib malajr.
Rikardu:

Arani sejjer,

{Rikardu jolvrog jigri.)

(Sonja tivxotta bil-maktur mohh is-Sinjura Klotilde. )

(11-General idur mas-sala mifeul.)

Sonja:
Zija . tridx nghinuk tidhol timtedd fis-sodda tieghek?
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Klotilde :

(hil-lehgu) Ahjar,

(Sowja w 1-General joqbdu lis-sinjura Klotilde winn taht
abtejlia. ighinuha tquin u jniecruha bil-mod lejn il-bieb i jaghti
ghall-kanira taghlha.—H-tieta jidhla gewwa.)

(Wara ftit tidhol seftura mall-bieb tal-genb U jaghti ghall-
bnemar ta’ barra. )

Seftura :

Ghaddi Sur Oliver, ghaddi; merbba bik! Kemm se jifirhu
l-papa, iz-zija u s-smjuring ohtok meta jwrawk fosthom ghal ghar-
rieda. Idhol bdejhow cfwrile il-bieb tal-genb li jaghti ghall-kamra
tus-sinjurg Klotilde.)

Oliver:

Ntagt naghtihom ferba bla hsieb. Ara kif naghmlu @ intt mur
ghidilnom i gie wiehed ivid jarahow malajr u jien nibga’ hawn
biex malli ‘ohorgu jaraw min gle, isibuni ma’ wi¢choun.

. Seftura:

Dejjem bekk nafek, sur Oliver, thobb tinbes.

(Viver inehhi l-beritta ta” suldat minn rusw u jwaddabha fuy
mejda fil-qrib . imbaghad jiftal il-gaekketta w jmur jinxtehet fug
fe=cufain, jiele nifs qawwl Jibmattay w jistrieh. )

Oliver: :

Strieh, ja gisem ! ghax ilek wa titinattar fuq sufan areab
bhal dan.

Seftura:
Nistha lek ghajjien, sin’ur,

.Oliver :
Ghax suldat ikoliu jhaddewm saqajh.

Seftura:

U ntrs sur Ohiver, kit baajt suldat? T-lum ma tarax hlief
stilel fuq J-ispallejn.
Oliver:
Jusa nistnghu xi jehid il-papd meta jarani li bgajt suldat kil
hont meta dhalt fil-militar. Angas tehid chandi penz wiehed fug
dirghajja. :

Seftura :
Li-agwa 1i rgaina rajniek gawwi u shil,
Oliver:

Wara daiv i ghaddet mmnu kelli xorti kbiva narga’ nara din
id-dar. Algar cefi fug saqgajja bhala suldat milli kieku gibuni bha-
I kapural munankat ghal ghomei.
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General:
Qatt kellimtha?
De Vere:
Qabel il-gwerra gle li ltqajna fiz-zAn [ew £'xi kunéert.
Sur Tumas:

(bed-dahkay Millh nara, Kaptan, Lek ghal Sonja,

(Jersaq waiter b gabarr: bi et tazzt tal-whisky w flizkun
tus-seltz; Tgicghed koliow fug mejda baera quddiem it-tlett (hbieb,
isedem w jitlag.)

Sur Tumas:

(wara 1 jagbad tazza n jzid is-seltz). Nixorbu bis-sahha tal-
zhavajjes.

, General:

Dejem tiééajta intl, Swr Tumas.

De Vere u Gemneral:

Bis-sahha ! Gt-tlieta jirorbuy,

Sur Tumas:

tea a i jqleghed it-tazza fuq il-gabarré) General, il-Kaptan
De Vere pxtieq jiltaqa” ma’ Sonja: ma tistedinniex xi darba fid-
dar tieghek?

‘ General:

Bil-galb kollha; tridux tigu ghada?

Sur Tumas u De Vere:
Nigu. Nigu. )
General:

Mely mistenniekom ghal xi l-ghaxra ta’ fil-ghodu.
nista” tigi dak il-hin, Kaptan?

De Vere:

Iva. inkun nista’ nigi,

Inti tkun

; Sur Tumas:

Ukoll 1t kienx jista’ i-Kaptan jara kif jaghmel u jahrab
harba biex jiltaqa’ mad-mahbuba ta’ qalbu! '

De Vere:
téempel il-ganpiena) Issa nitlobkom tixorbu xi haga mieghi.
Sur Tumas:

(hill-Kaptan, biev pécéajt®  Kaptan, Jagbillek izzieghel bil-

_ Creneral ghax jl-kelma tieghu tiswielek hafna mal-hanina.
R | ersaq ii-waiter, jordnaw iz-xorb.)

Jinzel is-siparju.



ssogra hajru biex gabarna u karkarva lejn il-linja taghna kieku
konna nibgghn mixhatin fl-art sakemm nitilfu demmna o rubina
tohirea, Timme izse halliva minn dan. Imsat navaw iz-zija Klotide
kit ghaddiet.

H-Geveral w Oliver dguinu e jersqu lejn H-bieb Ui jaghti
glrall-hemrg tas-Sinjura Kiotdde, Oliver jidhol l-ewwel wiehed,
Bda malli 1-General iun se jidhol hu wholl, jusly Rikardu u t-
Tabib Stanley.)

Rikardu :

(ihaddi Dott, idhol. Halli nghidithom i gejt (jilman liH-Ge-
neral) Sur General, it-Tabib hawn,

(H-General mdlli jisina’ Ul Rilwrduw, jiequf w jibga’ fil-biel
tal-kamra tas-Sinjura Klotiide | tmbaghad jihnah t-Tabib Stan-
ley, wicéu jitberghen u jinhasad.)

‘ General :
Dan kif dhalt hawn, Dottor Staniev?
Stanley :

Kont imsejjalt biex naghti ghamuna it xi hadd 1 hassu
hazin,

General :

(hngity Ma ghandniex bzonnok. (Ll Rikarduy T int, ja bah-
nan ! ghax ma mortx ghat-Tabib taghna?

Rikardu :

Gibt l-ewwel tabib 1i sibt; mhux inti ghidtli biex ingib tabib

malar ghax hassha hazin is-Sinjura Klotilde ?
: . General

(berghien w mbaqbag) Din konfotfa taghkom it-tnejn biex
Dottor Stanlex ‘idhol hawn,

' Stanley :

Sur General. ma nistenniex minnek kliem bhal dan. Ragel
bhalek fmissek taf kif ghandek tilqa’ tabib f'darek.

: General :

Oniksur) Tssa s-Binjura Klotilde ghaddiet ghall-ahjar; ma

ghandhiex bzonn ta’ tabib. Tista’ tmur Dottor Stanleyv,
Oliver:

Cjolrog mill-kamra) X'ingata'. paph ?

(Oliver jilmah lil Dottor Stanley w jibga' ghal ftit mistagh-
geb ihares lejh ; imbaghad fdayqa wahda jmur ghal fugque, jehiodiu
Wi v jibda jifrak bih.) '

Dottor Stanlex. merhba bik! Kaptan Stanlex dan kif 1y
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zortl Lultluhutna hawn? Fejn gatt kont nobsor Ii sa v nsibek hawn.
Mela intl habib tal-papa?

Stanley :
Nont hmsejjah malajr biex nara s-Binjura Klotilde,
Oliver:

Dik issa ghaddielha kollox, imma inti ibga’ ftit hawn wagh-
na halli nifirhu b'xulxn.
(Oliver jogbad Li-Tabib munn idu u jressqu lejn il-General)
Papad. dan hu t-tabib 1l ssogra ha’tu biex helisni mill-mewt,
General :
thfaenl e jluglegy Nizzik hajr, tabib, ealli ghanult ma’ ibni.
leardu.
Cithellew minn tahi ilsien fil-waqgt L jolrog il barra) lssa
qieghed jizzih hajr lt-Tabib; {tit iiu ried jibaghtu ' barva,
Ollver:
tiersaq lejn il-bieb tal-kumra tas-Sinjurg Klotilde) Sonja!
Sow'al ejja ltaga’ mas-salvatur tieghi.
General:
Hallieha "l Sonja tibga” ddur maz-zija.
(Sonja tolhrog mill-kwmra biex tara min gie, malli tilmah -
Tubib Stanley wicche jilimur | tinfivel u tieqaf fein thun.)
Qliver:
Wrsaq, Sonja, irah lit-Tabb Stanley. I ma kienx hu kieku
i [-lum liebsa l-iswed ghaliia, (Oliver jagbad Lil oty minn idha
wojressaqhg lejn (8-Tabib) 10 saq. Sonla. X'inti tisthi. donnok qatt
s kellime ragel. ’ '

Sonja:
{nelian tahit ilsien) Robert.
Oliver ;
Vela taf x'jismu?
Klotilde ;

(tohrog musfara u 22omm mal-korva tol-bieb.) X inqala’ dan
H-ghagha koilu? (tilmah it-Tabib u tistaghgeb meia tarah) Dot-
tor Stanlev. dan kif tingah hawn ?

Oliver :

Rohert ! Dottor Sranlev ! Mela tafuh sewwa lit-Tabib Stan-
ey ?

Rikardu :

( Rikardu jidhiol wull- bz@l li jaghti ghall-kmamar ta’ barra)

Swr General gew Zewg s'njuri J]St‘lqbn ghalik : is-Sur Tumas
1 [-Kaptan De Vere,
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General:

Unthawwad w mifeul) Ghidilhom jistennew ! (is-seftuy idur
bica bmur) Stenna ! (H-Generdl ihares lejn is-Sinjura Klotilde.)
Ghidilhom ighaddu. (Us-seftur) Mur ghidithom jidhlu hawn.

’ Oliver:

Gnistagiged) Kaptan De Vere! Int tafu lill-Kapitan De Vere,

papa? ‘
Greneral

Fabib taghna tal-qalb, ghadu kemm jasal minn fuq il-front

bhalek. Issa jixtieq jithallat maghna,
Oliver:

(bid-deliyw) Jithallat maghna !

(Oliver ihares deju olitu b wiééu mqurras, Sonja thares lein
Dottor Stanley b ghajneiha miksurin.) ‘

Sonja:
Jiena qatt ma kellimtu il dan il-Kaptan De Vere,
Klotilde : ‘

(thares bic-cierq lejn it-Tabib Stanley) Sonja ghadha mohh
w-rihe i tafx taghzel dak 1P ha lahjar ghaiila.

LH-General ighin lis-Sinjura Klotilde tinur togghod bil-giegh-
du fug is-sufan.)

Klotilde :

(tyerger wehedhay De Vere wahda mill-tamilji l-aktar nob-
bli. nies li jathom kulhadd.

([s-SUR TUMAS w -KAPTAN DIs VERE jidhly bi tbis-
stma Jug fowonhom. Rilkardu jidiol b wicéu mqgarras.)

Sur Tumas:

Hawn abina. Sur General; gejniekx fil-hin» II-Kaptan De
Vere kellu seba’ mitt sena biex jigi. BWh'! fejn thohb il-galb jim-
s p-riglen !

(IH-Kaptan De Vere jintlewa bier isellem. )

De Vere:
General imhossni ferhan ghall-ahhar b'din l-ewwel zjara Hi
chogbok tistedinni naghmillek.
Klotilde :
Nittanaw i ma tkanx l-ahhar,
De Vere:

(bi hlewwa zejda) Sinjura. it-tama tieghek Ix-xewqa tieghi,

(De Vere fdagqa wahda jilmah 1il Oliver u minnufih jinfi-
celan jinkiser, Oliver jersag bil-herra lejn i-Kaptan De Vere.)
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Oliver:

Raptan De Vere, ghandek il-wic¢ tidho. "din id-dar? Ghan-

delt il-widé tuin rubek qud(h(_m in-nies? !
Stanley:

Gersag hae wholl quddiem {-Kaptaw) Kaptan De Vere hawn
mhun quelhidek )
General :

tniblnglr /11 Oliver) Dau xi kliems hu, Osver?. (lil Dottor
Standey) Fabib, min tak il-"edd 1zzeblah il-Rbieh tieght gewwa
dari?

Oliver:

(/ishony De Vere habib tieghek, papa? De Vere bniedem bla
gieh u fizzjal bla hila. Hu kien wiehed minn dawk i harbu mill-
vhadu u hallew Lili u '} shabt midrabin #l-art; 1 ma kienx it-Ta-
bib Stantey konna nibqghu henmy sakemm tohrog ruhna.

Sonja:
(b ghageb kbir fughe) X'wahdadin! X'qgieghda nisma’!
General :
mbergheny Haqgq in-nar tal-kanuni ! Dan mimnnu?
Klotilde :

cindhaeda) ¥Ma hadtux xi zball, hux?
Sur Tumas:
(nuiksiry Ma siajt xejn fug dan.

°

Rikardu:
(e taht ilsien) Ix-xjafek dan m-nobbli-kemm jibza’ ghal
gildu
tls-seftura tidhol tghaggel.)
Seffura:
Sur General. hawn Fizzjal u zewg surgenti ma nafx x'iridua.
Rikardu:
tjithellen weahdu) Tssa x'ingala’?
General :

Geara i jogghiod jafisibha ftit) Ghidithom ighaddu hawn halli
naraw Xiridu,

De Vere:

Cnfrnl w bezghan) Sur General, nitolbok taghdirni, imma
“kolli nitlag malajr, ghax ieghed niftakar i bhalissa jehtigli nkun
xi mken iehor.

Klotilde :

(thadek kemm tasal, trid tmur?
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Sur Tumas:

Dan x'tak hekk malajr! Dagskemin kellek hrara kbira biex

ugi, hsibt i wa nkunx nista’ naqalghel\ minn hawn,
De Vere:

L-dum mghaggel halva. niltagghu darb’ohra,

(De Vere jitlag bier jolrog, 12da mal jasal Tiden i1- bu,b b
Jaghti ghall-neainar ta7 barra | isib ma’ wicéu - ﬁz,ajal 2-Zew(
surgenti lb jreagqfuly w jZomanh.)

-FIZ720 AL isellew bhall-wmilitari.)

Fizzjal:

Sur General, aghdirni Jekk gejtek hin hazin, imma gharrfu-
ni i -Kaptan De Vere jinsab hawn u kelli nigi nfittxun malajr.
(ill-Kaptay De Vere) Eja maghna!

General :
Hill-Fizzjal) Stenna. stenna ! Dan x"jigifieri tordna 1 111 -Kap-
tant De Vere 7igi mieghek ?
Fizzjal;
(thax hekk jebtieg. .
General ;
N jigifieri?
Fizzjal:
Ghandi Lordni I nigbor Lill-Kaptan De Vere u nZommu gew-
wa sakemm ighaddi Omtl Marzjali. *~

Ilkoll.
Cmastacligbin w miblughin) Qorti Marzjali !
Oliver :

twtra I jghaddi ftit tal-ing Talli gieb ruhu hazin u wera
niggas a7 hila fuq il-front.
. , General:
(ill-Fizzial Tassew ?
Fizzial
Heklk hu.
Clidihe I-Tmhailef o 1-Kurunell, )
Imhallef:
Wasalna til-hin.
Kurunell :
Bu. General, xtaqua nkelhmuk fug il-Kaptan De Vele 1,
staina, irid jitgharvas fil bintek.
Gieneral: |
Kolox naf., Issa ‘iedﬁed nata ghaliex itlbierah ridt tiftahli
ghainejja, Sur Tmhalle



120 Tu-Mavrti

Klotilde :
N'ghajby ghall-lamil’a De Vere.
- Sur Tumas:
Ni dnub, zaghzugh bhal dak bla hila!
General:
Kaptan De Vere ghodd ruhek 1i isek ma tafnix aktar.
(il-Kaptan De Vere, rasu mghaddsa, miksur w misthi, joh-
roq mac-Fizzjal v 2-2ewg surgenti)
(CGhal {1t tal-lin knlhadd jibga’ sicket u hosbien.)

General:
Cithetlent walidiy Mur obsor ghalili, tifel bhal dak.
Imhallef: '

Tara. Bur General, kif mhux in-nobbli biss huma rgiel u tal-
aieh. - :
Kurunell :

Nies bla hila ma nistax ghalihom . qatt ma stajt ingerragh-
howm.
Stanley :

Sinjura Klotidde, issa m'intix hazin; ma hennux ghalfejn
nogghod izjed.
(Dottor Stanley isellem biew jitlaq.)
Imhnallef:
FFeln sejjer, Dottor Stanlex? Ma naghminx i lilek akoll
qleghda tongsok il-hila ! ?
‘ General :
Dottor Stanlev. ghaliex sejjer hekk malajr? Issa ibqa’ [tit
maghna, Ma tarax Sonju kenun tixtieqek togghod !
Klotilde :
Ibda ejja kuljuim biex tezaminali qalbi,
Oliver:
U biex thegges qulb Sonja !
Sur Tumas:
Sonja taf taghzihom !
Rikardu :
Ceehidu wominn tahit ilsien) U mela ma tafx !
(Sonju w Dottor Stanley jersqu lejn awhein u jiehdw id b’id. )
Jinzel is-siparju.
TMIEM



