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WENZU JFITTEX LIL LUCIJA 
(Jl1ill-i1lunzu11.i, 111irjj11/J ylwbJ-Ma,/ti ke/ma b'kelrna) 

Ta' DuN PAWL 

F'l)c\\tVI\ l-i11t1;1wi kie11<:~t <laqslwkk qali::t 1-imxi.ia n l-i11lil·11;1 
tal-igs1nn tnl-111ejti1i 1t1itl11qi11 i1t·111111. i: 1-l'tit Ji krt>n11 haqg·Jrn 

hajjin kit>1111 P1geghJin ihattJ11 mimil1on1: iiekk, mus-swied il­
(pllll. Ji kit•11t'[ iggih Ji] 111:11 kit•n ig·liaddi 111i11n l1t•111111 dik id-d1~lil'a 
ta' herha u ta· t.'nq t:rn-11iC's. kien _iizdied il-wal1x 11 1-qziez i<t' 
1-:ti:tr 11 ial-l'dalij1et li hallt·\\ \\·ara11ion1 i11-nie;-; l' f'tit i!t1 k't•1111 
~.gtJUlllllll'tl liellllll. vVenzu tiaffef ,ji111xi, jaglm1el il-qalb lilu Il­

l) if'su bli :.istirn.i.iel Ii fe.in kellu jn,sal 111 'µhandnx kien hekk fil-qrib 
u jitfama, li cpbel ma jasa: hemm, isib, glrnllanqas xi ftit, imbicl­
dla d-dehrn; u ·tabiltiaqq, minn hennn mlrnx wisq, nifed x'in1-
kien li kie11 ~·liadn jista' jiss·ej>1t1 heh tal-lrnjjin; izcla lienrn beit 
jahasnt, lienrn trnjjin ! Irnsakkrin. imtmhba fil-h.sieb hazin n 
i-hiza ·. il-hihien kollJia li kienu ja12Mu glial l'nq it-trieq, harra 
111i11n dawk li kie1111 rnift11t1in bernh. hilli d-diar kienu llllmttln 
minn 11ies. Je\1 hahtn gtialihom: ohrajn Irnsrtm.nnin ll rrrnMnrna., 
l•illi fid-(ljal' kienu rnietu je\\' 11rnrd11 x: 11ies hil-pesta: ohrnj11 
111aMnztt h'sa:ih bil-fol1am; h'glieJrn glrnll-nwna.tti, Ii J1(•111111 
gewwa kienu jin:-,alrn rneJin gtiall-ga1r; 1\ollox aktarx kif jigi 
111illi iet10I', skond li kie11 ;nsrdi hawn aktar rniili he1111u xi lrn111-
111issarju tas-SaMrn 1ew x'irnxiegliel iehor, li ried iwettaq l-amar li 
kellu, jew ried ighammes. Kullirnkien bce;,jec tac-craret. u aktar 
111oqzieza 1ui1rnhom. fsieqi 11H"appsa ko!lha widek. firxa 1rn1ig·g·,.:,1. 
107:01· rnixtrnta rnit-tv1·ieqi. rninn daqqiet ig·sma. iew ta' nies li 
kienu mietu trnbta 11 ;-;ahta flt-t:ieq. iew 1nit.Jnqi11 _henrn1 ,;akemrn 
igtrnddi xi karrn ;1 :go1"1'!1m11 .. iew li waqgtm 1111ll-lml'rijie1. jew Ji 
nxteMu Jrnnrn wkoll rnit-twieqi: lfa<i"J1ekk il-he111111 li kien bacp' 
jagMas u iiqliel kien liarrax il-q'.lnb. n nesc;a knll twettiq tal-hnie-
1ia 11 hd-drniri_iiet ta' widie<l Je~.n l-ie1'101'. \;v~ieqaf ,~t1al kollo:x 
kull tf_tegwlg gol-t1wienet. kull tJoss ta' karrozzi. lrnll ghajat ta' 
hejjieutrn. knll tpa("pi(" tn' 1Jies ,~tmddejj:n. qajla. dik i'-1'1erndn taJ­
mewt kienet tkun m iksura mi nn trng;a olira ghajr mill-hoss tal­
kani :.iet t>tl-garr tal-mejtin. rninn tinwit1 ta' fqar minn krih ta' 
111onla. minn twerziq ta' n ies m it lnfin. minn gl1a·jat tal~m.onatti. 
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-:\f;1:.;-sei>l1. l"11ol's i11-nlia1. fil-gh:rxija qanqiena tal-kntidral kienet 
t\\'ic;:-,i lii(:X ji11µ:l1:1d xi lallJ. Ii ki(•11 ha1·cg :-an5i>'<i<'r: µha! dak i!­
t:iili 1;:,•11 11 :" iq~·li11 l-q11iqw11 1:il-k1H~.i.i<'" l-0'11 :i: 11 hemn1 ko11t 
(":,.;111a· l"w:1q1 ,,:icli<'d tall> 11 1f"1q. Ii 1;:<·11 i11i:-;,:-;ilkk R\\"ic·d il-qalli 
i111hal!at 111:1· xi fol':1g, 

Hi.ii sal-111111 kie~111 111i'du 111:1t-t11e.i11 1ui1111 tlieta hu1-niet: tal­
IH·1t, rn:t1Tu lia1 rn j<'\\" 111•1rd11 1-hi(·hr 1-kbira tal-hqija. 1-gktcld ta:1-
11it·,.; Ii kienet tin:i.ei iJ-lwlt kien. tista' tg"l'1id. wasal iix-xe~n: 111ill­
ftit (:111-11i<'>' Ii kie1111 i:HJNlllll 1nit-tornq 11m ko11tx b'xol'ti. warn 
dawra twila. tiltr1qt1' ma' wietrnd hiss Ji nm kontx tara fib xi hagn 
IJarrn 111id-drnvvwa, Ii kien inebbhek b.'tihdila mill-aktar imgnar-
1·qa. f\i.•1111 jidhrn l-ng:l1h nies bJa k:tjip:t u :t.Jl(plS 1w1lltar, 1-aqwa 
lii(·(·a dak i:i.-:i.111ie11 ta!-~lhics ta11-nies t:\ l-ibliet: llli11g"t1ajr sut­
r:urn 1-q;u.;si:·in u xi pa1Tijiet· 11ko.l hil~g·:ekk: f'kel111a watHh rnndi­
hija 111inn !'11qhrn11 ku\l gt1:111ila ta' lliie:-; Ii kic11 ji,sta' hit-truf tle­
µlin sejl'ill ipl'l'fll"ll j111is,.; 111a · xi liaga. jc11· (dak li kienu :ih:i.glrn 
111.1rn11 akta1· 111i1111 kolio-.;) Ji jagt1ti l-\\"l'"g·lm lid-(lcllieka. I' harm 
dal-tisieh .i joho:gll lt'h:-<i11 qasir. i111qa(·(·at. Iii 11wejjig"hcm1 marsu­
-~i 11 u1:1µt1 l1ou1 111i11-akta r Ii j is ta' jku11. elHh t1sieh ma kelln t1ac1d 
ta' surtn u ma f1tt.ixhiex izjed, tiallew il-le:tija titwnl dawk li kienn 
111dcl'riji11 igihuhc;,, Likber dawk ii qahel kie1111 111dol"l"iii11 iqaxxrn­
!1a; titwal ll titqanfed xux:tl1om, utlrnx hiss ~·irn: dak in-1111qqas 
ta' lisieb Ji 1igi minn qfo•t1 t·1· qalh Ii iln z-:i.rnien jal1kem. irnma 
lll1iablm li l-pa1T1:];kiL'rn kie1111 jat1-,hu l1azin fi.hom in;ndu kienn 
q·1brlu n gt1,rn·Ju haqq 111i111111. hfrnla dclliek illrnernrni lil wiet1erl 
minnbom. (}a11gakn111 Bora. isem li.·gtial zrnien. baqa' jissemma 
fii-lwlt h'µl1ajb kl1i:, n l: iisilwqqlu wi,.;q i:i.jecl li 'ihq:1' gl'ial clejjem 
jissemma h'trnsra. Il-bi<'<."a 1-khirn ldenu jfomrnu f'idhorn il­
wahda ha1"ar. x'11hml 11koll pist«iln. hi twis,.;ija 11 tl1e(ldich glial min 
ifetti]lu jel'snq i:i.:i.ejjerl le:hom: u f'idl1orn 1-ohrn hc"eij-e(· if'utrn. 
•n kel la bococ" tal-met:1 D iew ta' 1-iniarn kollha toqoh. b 'go fihorn 
,.;ncno:i. ini,.;:q1p:i I' 'l1:1l] ir:l'-:C'\\·wi h'xi rlnwa: n kienn t.:1 · <llonk ires­
,.,;p1iiclll 111a · 1111wt1i1·lirn11. je\\· 111« jaqilu-trnhr)rnx minn imnifoej­
hom. !\'ntmd kicnn ig'ibu rndendla 11rn' g-t1onqhom fjarraba h'go 
filn f1 it ar11cnt11 riru. gll:lx kelll10rn f'rn,shom li kelln ,.;-sahlin 
:_ixrnh 11 ifo1111:1 i:-nve_ij·11'1 Ji jifr2li11 111ill-t1wejieg imnigg·sin hil-
11iar(h: u 1.,:ie1111 jirt1d11 hsit•i> li jgedlluh wnrn knll ftit jie.nl. In­
n ies tal-g·ieh. mhnx hiss kinnn :.ot10rg·u mingnajr il-§6lwa ta' dari, 
imrn:i. kont tarnhorn l>'xi bixkilla 111a' rlrieg'lihorn. sejrin jixtrn )i 
kien jihtig·Jlhorn gtrnll-ikel. Tl-t1hieh. meta mqar tnejn kienu ji1-



l:1q;.d1u. 1,:,,1111 ji,.;;-;1•1111111 mill-l1nghorl. li'gl11•111:i:a., his-ski1>1 u h'ghag 
Jn. Eull \\·ietwd. 1ra11t Ji kim1 iknn 111iexi. kell11 trnfna x'.iag-tm1el. 
liiex ilrnn•,; 1'111111 rnill-ixkilijiot n10•1zic:i:a 11 t.a.l-rnc\Tt Ii hihom l-art, 
kie11·et 111ifn1\.<1 u. x"i111kir•11, lickk Ii l1ilkr~111111 ku11t (,ista' tg·1'1addi · 
kn'Jl wie'hetl kien ifittex li jg-tiac1di rninn nofs it-trie<J, gn~ll-bi.ia' 
ta' lin~ieg· iet10r' jew ta' xi naga t<]ila, ta' c1·eni bil-hosta akhar, li 
kienet ;isfai' taqa' rnif-h..vieqi glrnl isf'f'l: glrnll-biza' ta· 1Tal1 :u1-
,.;emrnern Ji kienn jg-t1idn Ii kien jintafa' ta' cllonk rninn drnvk fnq 
in-nies li jknm1 g-tiadrle:ijin: g·hall-hi:i:a' ta' l1ibrn. :i sl'i.12'1111 jk1111!1 
mdellkin. Hekk l-injnranza. qalhiena 11 g·liaqli::t hil-rnaql11h. ki<'· 
net qiegJitla. issa zzi<l r\·weij:lq ltla' dwejiaq ll tniSSP] Jiez.Qliat fi('I'· 

gtrn. glia.J dawk rnir1-dehe1~ 11 ta' tiarsien g·nas-sa.nlia l'i k1enet bar­
d·hom sa mill-hid11. 

Minn qali> clil-lierl>a W e1izu kien ghamel bicca sewwa minn 
trie<]tU, metfl, gt1acln 'l ho.12t1orl kemm nwdda ta' ri?>:el minn 1Ti<'q 
li ke1Jn jilrner. sa1rni' trei.iin 1ninnlrn trnf11a trneiieR khar. Ji f'o,.;tlwrn 
\tienet tisboq ic-cencih1 wal1xi~a. Ji k1·enet rirnhhar il-mogt1dija 'a' 
ka 1T11 bil-mejtin. 

:\feta wasal fil-kantunient tat-trieq. h kicnet wal1<la lllill­
aktar wesg-t1in. lemflh weqfin fin-nofa e1·ba' karrijiet; n, bnalmn 
f",crnq tal-qmnli .. jal'a nies g·eiiin 11 sej: in. min igtiahhl n min il10tt 
xke.ijer. hekk kien it-tqa11'Jil f'dawk 1-imkej;en; monaff-i cletilin 
fiil-ch1r. monatti liergin b'tng·hhiia l'n'J kiftejhorn. Ji ldem1 j<J:-eg-t1-
rl11 fnq dan jew <lak il--lrnnu : x'nliml h'lihsn tiarnrn fo<]horn hiex 
jing-trnrfn. or1raj11 111indrn'l'ha. iiafrnt h'glielm ta' min aktar jis­
tker: Im. trnfof tar-rix fa' kernm-il lewn f'rnshom. li dflwk il-rni"­
liutin kienn i'.tibu b'tmijn Li' l'rrl1, qalb niket hekk kbir tan-niec; 
lrnlllrn. Tssa minn tie<Ja. isRa minn olira, kien jfn,sarna' hier0g 
lelien ia' qsirn il-<]alh: "hflwn. monatti !" U b't10ss akfar tal­
liiza'. n1i1111 dik i]-g·egwig·ija ta' nies tiai:,:ena Jden jotirog xi le'lien · 
\Va t1xi iwicg·eh : "rla lwa qi . <l:ihrnqf '. J e\Y ink-ellfl kienu nies li 
g·o cl'arl10m kie11n qegt1C!in ig'E'l'gTu n jg'trng·g·ln lill-nrnnatti: biex 
jet1iJsnhou1. n <lawn kie1rn jwir,{(hn hirl-rtaglia. 

Kif qaliad it-trieq. 'v\Tem-;11 t:rn·wal il-medda ta' riL~ln. tisi0hn 
li ma jt1arisx 1ejn clak li ried jimlie1ia. t1lief kemm Iden ~iMiegfo 
hiex iwarrnh minnn; rnetn gliainejh iltaqg·nn ma' trng·a ta' liasrn: 
11 hekk hn waqaf. hilkPrnrn mhnx hla rna rierl. 

Kienet niezla rnill-gt1atba ta' wietierl minn (hwk il-hih'ien. 
11 sejra lejn il-g·erng-t1a taJ-karri.iiet, rnnra. li wirclia lden ilialli 
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tidlier mi1111 tu,M xbublju, rndu,hhh1, imm<1 li g1rnd mu, nqabzetx, u 
kie11 j1kxe[ g·mie; mistur u rng11u,1muem, iumrn mhux imtrnssar. 
mi1rn tigrib alu:n tal-qaib u rniun ret1:a tal-mewt: dak il-g·miel 
stiq u Chi11 wiet1ed kburi. li jilnrn tid-demrn ta' de1wk li jgham­
lllnt til-Lornbardija. Kienet n1iexja bit-tbatija, imma mhux Ii 
tgltid ser taqa'; glrnJnejhu Hrn kie1111x qed irocldu dmugl1, iunna 
kienu jidhru li xeudu qu,tigt1; f'<fak l-ugigJ1 il-qalb kien hernm 
x'naf jien 111i,s-Habar u mi:I-qilla, ii kien qed jixhed b'rut1 li taf 
0iir u <tiegtida gg·anbu. 

l111urn ma ke11itx IJ:ss il-bixra !aghlrn. 11alb dat1sliekk hemrn, 
li kienet t urilrn !Jha!a \nthda Ii ;,istboqqillm harsa barranija. u Ji 
larga' tqajjern glmlilrn l-1"1uie11a, li kiellet bhoddlrn gtmjjiet u nob 
111iete! til-qlulJ. l\elllm fw1lia t.fajla ta' xi disa · ;min, imma ko~lha 
111irqu1ua. Li' xuxitha 1ll i l'nt<JU fm1 g Iii nha. i/ libsa 1-aktar bttjda. 
daq,,.; Ii kicku dawk 1-iclejn kienu ?:ejnulrn ghal xi ghors imwieghed 
111i11n lJoHta Z.n1ie11 u 1110gi1ti lilirn talli kie11et tjaghdet gwejda. lVfa 
ke1iitx qed izfoauulm mimcluda .. iuuua wie<Jfa, bil-qieghda fuq 
d1 ieghlm, Ii' sider it-tfaj:h rnwiezen nm' ;.;idirl1a btrnllikieku kienet 
im:.ja; izda lllill-llafm J-\VaJ1c1a kien hellllll id ekejkrnL, bajcfa bhax­
X<Llll<L., tidclendel b'trnila tal-ruewt, u r-rns kienet mimcluda fm1 
kiH oa11nha, b'telya aqvva rnin-rntghas: t'ornmha. ghaliex, jekk 
llkoll ix-xebh ta' l-w·:uli lllU kienx bi;i,:(;ejjecl. kien igtildu ear clak 
111iz-zewg ul:uh li kien jixhecl ukoll clak Ii fil-bin kienet qiegbda 
t1·1oss i 1-qaJ.:i. 

l\lahmug ta· 11w1wtt war biex inehhilha 1;-tfajla minn foq 
clirgl'1n,;trn. i1u111a l>'bixm ta' qima. barra miil-glmda tieghu, b'taq­
tigli ta' qalb bla ma jrid. Iuuna dik, tingibecl lurn, izcla bla ma 
turi gtrndttb lanqtLH tmaqclir, '·le!" qaltln: "la tmisshili.x ghal­
:s,.,a; jien i: ricl i11qiegt1da [uq da.k il-karni." li tgt1id hekk. fet­
!1e( idlia. \Hit>! l>ol'S<L n telqitha taqa· l"clik li newliiha l-11wrwtt. 
I mbaglrnd b:HJghet se~nt tghicLu : "weghdni li ma tnehhilhiex 
hajta biss mi1111 nrn' clwarha. 11 ·.1anqas rna tlwlli Ji otira~n jaghm­
luli, u Ii tqiegl1cfa taht I-art lwkk kif inhi." 

I l-111uiwf I 1 n fa· id 11 l'11<1 c;irl rn : 11 rnha1~lmd n, imli 1·1rnra ·11 
[1pgµ·a 11 ke111111 1ilrnll 11il111x l11l-qi111a. aktar gl.mlli kk'11 qetl itrn;.:H 
;1111rn g·e\1·1rn 11 kieu qed 1aldrn11l11 nil1n. 111illi ;.d1all-h':ts Ii nrn 
k:enx jistenna, lrnbrek biex jagluucl ftit taJ-wisa' fnq il-ka1ru 
gha(:-(:kejlrna mejt:t. Ornrnlia. wara. Ii tat liJ clln bewsu fuq gbin­
l1a, med<litJ1a 11ern1u bhallikieku foq :,;odcla. qegl1clitlia sewwa. 
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tirxitillm fuqlm IJiC::C::a lmjda. n qal·et '.-ahtiar kelrn iet : "Sejrn n t1a 1-
lik, Ceeilja ! 8triet1 bi.-;-8lie1ua t Il-le,jla n:gu atrna wkoll. hi ex 11 lh­
qghn gl1al dejen1 fiimkie11. ltlob :-;akernrn indmuu lwwn gnali11:1; 
gt1ax jicn 11koll nit oh glialik u ,r,;·t1al!-ol·1mjn. ·· J111bagtrnc1 iddm 
111ill-g·did fnq il-111u1w/I: '"int. .. qaltlu. "meta tghadcli rnin11 
ii:mn il-lejla, itla· till lili wkoil. n lll!rnx :ili wa.tidi. '' 

f-i:ir qale1 hekk. regµlid dalilet id-da1·. u. \rnrn kell1lll ftit .. 
xi1·fet n1it-i ic<p zzrnn111 fuq di1 gl1ajlm tfu,jla ohm izgtiar, lmjj~1, 

i11111m !Jil-111ewt fuq wicdm. 'vVaqfet thare:-; dik id-clifna h-ekk 
mii11x xierqa. 1mkeu1111 iLkarn1 ma (·L·aqlaqx. sakernm setghet 1il­
li11u IJ'gliaj11e.iiw; 1111lmgltad gtmLet. \'seigliet gl1a111:et ietior. 
11)ief Ii qiegbdet fuq :s--sodda 1-w:ll·ida ii kie11 gliad fat1lilha n rnt-ed­
det ma' genbha biex inrntu fiimkien? bnall-warda, Ii faret fuq 
;z-zokk. ta<pl · t!in1kie11 11ial-\rn1·da ;l,-zgl1ir:1 Ii g·l1adlia n1a he:\­
xql'lx. gt1all-111ogltdija 1al-111ingd .i :.g·i[J f'wielied il-lixej;ex k(Jl1l1:1. 
La!-1uarg. · 


