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GAWHAR TA’ HREJJEF

IL-WERZIEG U N-NEMLA
To’ R. M. B.

H-werzieq kien ohadda s-sajl kollu jpappiha u jitmieghex
1 hsieb ta’ xejn. Dagya jidhol go ghalga tat-tadam igerrem, dag-
qa jferkex yalb xi hammiela ‘h&baq u jharbtitha l-weraq u t-ther-
kil, issa jiekol it-tin... ghax kien Zmien il-gid. Dan bin-nhar; u
bil-lejl erhilu zhal ﬁM fug xi harruba jhokk gwenhajh ma’ xul-
xin u jZerzer izerzer minghajr hedn, “Tmbierek dak il- ghazz’’
kiew ighanni; o jaghli ghax jishah. Meta xi tfal ifettlilhom jin~'
bxuh jew jithajru jagbdub, | xtmnthr imatiira u jehmed : bhal-
kieku jrid ighidilhom :

““Warak mg taranis

mit-tqajba fal-gharix.”
i jghaddi z-zmien bihom : kif jitilquh shax jagtghu qalbhom.
jarga’ thokl gwenhajlh w erhilu jzerzer izerzer! u ghadde] hajja
ta’ pap‘i

Meta mbaghad dahlet ix-xitwa ghamel bih il-bard. il-keieh
u I-guh u matmura mkien, ghajr xi werqga ta’ hassa.

— Bil-hags trid tonsobni n-nies... izda jien rasi mhix ghall-
mustac‘éi biss!...

GGhafsu 1 guh... q‘il “X’naghmel?..

— Tmmur ghand in-nemla... indabbar zewd logmiet......

In-nemla mara ta’ darha, biezla u ghaqglija, dejjem tkarkar
lejun id-dar u tahzen ghax- xifw a, biex meta tfittex 1ssﬂo rat il-
werzieq ma’ wicctha: “hsibtu’, qalet: n lagghetu fil-bieb, biex
ma thihx wice.

~— Nemla —- qgallha l-werzieq.

— X’hemm... x’dil-migja !

N-werzieq ghamel wié¢e il-hniena u qallha:

— Jahasra ma ghandekx ftit ikel, imqar kernrn inghaddi
jumejn, ghax ma niflahx inZomm bil-bard n bil-guh, Tibza’
xejn... jiena nroddulek dak Ui faghtini,

Wegbitu n-nemla :

— Jahasra mhux ghax ma ntikx; imma ahns niltagghu
2ozz; m’ahniex ftit hawn go dal-gorbog u kulhadd irid jiekol!..
Mhusx darba u tnejn, illi mghamnnm b’mitt gid u filli nisfehu
b’idejna f’idejna: ghax il-hamla ssugilna dak 'i nkunun hzmna?
Inti ma tafx x’ighidu n-nies fugna n-nemel?... “Dak l tkun...”
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— U, iva; dawn kewtieli — wegibha l-werzieq, qatghelha
kliemha.

— Ghidli haga : inti fis-saji x’kont taghmel?

— Indogq u nghanni.

— Mela izfen igsa, halli tishon — qa'tlu, — Ghax int fis-sajf
iddogq u zzammar u jien ingorr w ntammar — u tebget qajl gajl
il-bieb £'witéu u dahlet gewwa.

Min jittiekel ghal Dormet garu jibga’ bil-guh.



