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Dawk il-Garar tal-Brandy

Ta J. E. BUusuTTIiL
(Menn " La Petite Casque” ¢’ de Maupassanl.)
GANN I d-dvernar waqqaf iz-ziemel biswit ir-razzett ta’ Gerit,
nizel minn fuqu u wara i habbat darbtejn il-bieb instemghet
Grerit tghajjat minn gewwa — *“‘Min hemm jiftah u jibga’ die-
hel’”’. Ganni rabat iZ-ziemel mir-riedni mal-habbata tal-bieb,
fetah u baqa’ diehel.

“Bongu, mamina Gerit’’, gallha Ganni, u mamma Gerit —
ghax hekk kienet maghrufa f'dawk l-inhawi — kif lemhet 1il
Ganni stagsietu x'kien li badu hemm. Ganni kien ilu bil-hsieb
li jikseb minghand Gerit ir-razzett taghha bir-raba’ ta’ madwaru
u qallha x’kien li hadu hemm.

“Ma naghmlu xejn Gann’’ galtlu Gerit u tqaxxar il-pa-
tata baqghet bhaima kienet qabel ma dahal Ganni. “‘Ghalxejn
tghidli, Gann; jien [’dan ir-razzett twelidt u hawn irrid im-
mut’’. Gerit kienet tghodd xi baga 'l fuq mis-sittin, kienef
xebba u ghalkemyn ftit xierfa fiz-zmien, kienet ghadha fuq
taghha gmielba. <ranni habat ser jibdel is-suggett. *‘M’intix
hazin mamma Gerit nizzo hajr '1 Alla™  “Ma  nilmentax’,
wiegbet Gerit, “izda kultant jagbadni dak l-imgharraq ta’ ra-
matiizmu u taf int, issa ili bi¢ca sewwa li glibtu n-nofs qantar’’.
“Tibza’ xejn, pacenzja, xi trid taghmel”, wiegeb Ganni u pog-
ga. bil-gieghda kultant izerzaq xi kelma ’l hawn u 'l hemm u
kit kien se jqum biex Jitlaq; ‘“Mamma Gerit inti zgur milli
gbidtli li ma trids thighli r-razzett u r-raba’? Isma’ inhallsek
tajjeb jew ara x'naghmlu, ara toghgbokx l-affari; mt tbighli
kollox u fl-istess hin ikun tieghek.”” Gerit issa waqfet mit-tqax-
xir tal-patata, waqqfet widnejha u D'harsa li tfisser, riedet taf
minghand Ganni x'ried ighid. “Ismaghni, jien naghtik mitt
frank fix-xahar sakemm iddvm hajja, biss irridek tiktibli li r-
razzett u r-raba’ jsiru tieghi wara mewtek. Taf int int ma
ghandek hadd min jirtek hlief xi Zewg neputijiet li qatt hadd
minnhom ma mpurtah minnek u la jafu jekk int hajja u angas
mejta’’. — ‘Sewwa qed tghid”’, qabzet Gerit, “‘Qatt hadd minn-
hom ma mpurtah minni”’. Ghalhekk mela, ara’’, kompla Gan-
ni, “xi tghid, toghgbok l-affari?”’
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Mamma Gerit gqaghdet tahsibha ftit. Xammet li hemm xi
loghba fin-nofs. ““Ma nafx Gann, nahsibha’. ““Tajjeb, ahsib-
ha'. ““Nahsibha, hallini narak minn hawn u gimgha ohra u
n-ik twegiba’’. ‘Sahha, Gerit, nergghu nithaddtu’’, u telag hieni
lejn id-dverna.

Gerit ghamlet il-lejl ittalla’ u tnizzel fuq kliem Ganni u kit
seball telqet ghal ghand in-nutar biex tiehu parir. In-nutar ma
galihiex le, izda qallha li mitt frank kienu ftit. ‘‘Itolbu mitejn,
Ganni jista’ Jhallas”  qallha n-nutar u la jrid ir-razzett mhux
vejer ma jéedix. U mbaghad int jagbillek tahkem dik is-somma
fix-xahar ; int ghadek {’sahhtek sewwa. Dawk ghalik mirbuha’’.
1.-jilem ghaddew bhal lebha., Ganni rega’ mar ghand Gerit kif
friehmu. Gerit talbet lil Ganni mitejn u hamsin frank fix-xahar
u Ganni 11 ghall-ewwel raha gqarsa, baxxa rasu — marru ghand
in-nutar u sar il-ftehim li Gerit thalli kull ma kellha, il-gid kol-
In, wara mewtha lil Ganni d-dvernar bil-patt li jibaghtilha 1-250
frank fix-xahar tul hajjitha v li tibqa’ tgawdi r-razzett u r-raba’
bla wa jindahlilha hadd. Gerit kienet gmielha ddabhal dik
i-renta u gie 1i qalet, “La mmut jien, imut kulhadd”. Gannt
riifl-banda l-ohira kien hieni i wara mewtha jiret dak ir-raba’
L 1-gid kollu. izda l-buzillis kien meta se jiret dan il-gid.

Ghaddiet sena mindu sar dan il-kuntratt bejn Gerit u Gan-
ni.  Ganni dejjem kien puntwal fil-hlas. Ghaddiet sena ohra
u hawn Ganni rama bhal jiddejjaq jizborza dawk il-flejjes. Pa-
cenzja, min jikriha jrid joqgliod ghaliha. Darba Ganni stieden
il Gerit ghal Tkla fid-dverna — u wara 1i ndafret sewwa, Ganni
fetah flixkun brandy u gallha: “Minn dan il-brandy zgur qatt
ma doqt kemm ghandek ghomor. Dan ghandu ghaxar snin fid-
dugh”. ““Ma nixrobx’’, qaltlu Gerit, ‘‘izied minn belgha kafé.
Jien qatt ma xrobt f’ghomri’’. “Izda meta dduq minn dan,
bqa” zgur 1i tghix ghoxrin sena ohra maili ghandek™ U b’éaj-
 minn hawn u ohra minn hemm | Ganni waqqa’ lil Gerit fd-
dnub, xorbot mill-brandy li ghogobha tabilhaqq. ‘‘Nibaghtlek
farra minnu’’, qallha, u hekk ghamel.

Ghogobha I-brandy lil Gerit. Minn garra giet ohra u fi-
ahhar spi¢cat biex kienet tixrob minn dan il-brandy daqs l-ilma.
X'ma tixrobx, dak kien ghaliha aqwa mill-balzmu. Wara xi
Zmien tixrob minn dan il-brandy Gerit beda jonqosha aptit
l-ikel; bdiet thoss l-isturdamenti, izda 1-leblieba ghall-brandy
bagqghet u Ganni qatt ma naqas li johdilha dik il-garra mal-flus.
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Ghodwa wahda Ganni mar bil-flus tas-soltu u bil-garra tal-
brandy u x’hin habbat ma wiegbu hadd. Fetah u dabal fir-raz-
zett u jsib lil Gerit mixhuta kobba fl-art, kiesha silg, imhaddna
mar-garra tal-brandy.

Kif sar l-izbarr fuq il-katavru ta’ mamma Gerit it-toboa
iddikjaraw 1i kellha fwiedha mahruqin bl-ispirtu. Tabib qal il
sichbu, “Kienet tghix ghoxrin sena ohra li kieku ma tathiex
ghax-xorb’’. ‘



