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It-Tfajla tas=Sulfarini’

Ta’ ArLserT M. CASSOLA

TEN bard tal-biza’; kienet niezla hafna borra u kien ghoddu

dalam; il-lejla—l-ahhar lejla tas-sena—kienet riesqa. Tzda,
minkejja dak il-bard w d-dlam kollu, tfajla fqira, <uxa u hafja,
kienet ghadha qieghda tiggerra mat-toroq.

Meta telget mid-dar hija kienet liebsa papocé, imma kien
jigiha hekk kbir—billi kien il-papoéé ta’ ommha—Ili hargilha
minn saqajha <’hin qasme} it-triq tigri kemm tiflah biex tiskar-
ta zewg karrozzi. Papoéca wahda ma setghetx issibha; l-ohra
hatafhielha dagsxejn ta’ tfajjel 11 harab biha bil-hsieb 1i jaghmil-
ha benniena tal-pupi.

Ghaldagstant it-tfajla kaempliet timxi hafja, b’saqajha ho-
mor u kohol bil-bard. F’idejha kellha pakkett zghir bis-sulfarini.
u kellha hafna ohrajn fil-fardal iméarrat taghha, Tl-gurnata kol-
iha kemm hi twila lanqas hald ma xtralha pakkett wiehed biss
—hadd ma kien qallaghha sold. Tirtrieghed bil-bard u bil-guh
hija baqghet tkaxkar. gisha x-xhieha tan-niket—imsejkna tfajla!

Tl-borra bdiet niezla fuq ix-xaghar twil u mdieheb taghha
Ii kien jaaghalha fuq spalletha b’nokkli 1-gmiel taghhom; izda
hi ma kinitx mohha fi shuhitha, u lanqas ma qaghdet tahseb fil-
bard. Fit-twieqi koltha kienu jidhru dwal inemnmu. u mid-djar
bdiet hierga riha taqsam ta’ wizz mixwi; kienet lejlet 1-Fwwel
tas-Senz, u hija bdiet tahseb fug hekk.

Toeddset bil-qieghda f’rokna bejn zewgt idjar, wahda aktar
il barra minn l-ohra. u hdiet figbed tahtha s-saqajn ¢kejknin
taghha, imma kollu ghalxejn—ma setghetx issahhanhom. WMa
ssogratx tmur lejn darha; sulfarini ma kienet hieghet xejn, ma
qalghet l-ebda sold, n bezobet 1i forsi missierha kien sa jsaw-
watha. Barra minn hekk, f’darha tista’ tehid 1i kien bard daqs
harra t-tria. ghax darha ma kinitx hlief il-kmajra tal-bejt: u
ghalkemm l-ikbar xaqq fost ‘1-hafna 11 kien hemm fis-saqaf kien
misdud bit-tiben n é-éravet, ir-rih u l-borra hafna drabi kienn
jinfdu minnu.

*
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Idejha kienu ghoddhom ibbisclha bil-bard; dagsxejn ta’ sul-
farina mill-pakkett 1i kellha forsi kienet tkun biZzejjed biex is-
sahbanhomlha, kieku kellha l-hila tixghelha. Harget wahda u
qabbditha mal-hajt. Tajjeb wisq! ghax ghamlet fjamma sabiha
u shuna, u hija zammet idejha tugha. Ghal dik l-imsejkna tfajla
dak in-nar kien gisu mixeghta shiha; x’jiena nghid? kienet ak-
tarx qisu dawk tas-sharijet, ghax hi bdiet tisthajjilha gieghda
quddiem éumnija kbira tal-hadid imzejna bix-xarbitelli tar-ram,
tant beda jfernaq dak in-nar! It-tfajla stirat riglejha halli ssah-
hanhom ukoll. Imma jahasra f'daqqa wahda l-fjamma ntfiet; ic¢-
cumnija ghabet; it-tfajla bagghet fil-bard u bla farag, bis-sulfa-
rina mahruqa f’idha.

Regghet gabbdet sulfarina ohra mal-hajt; din ferqnet u lel-
Ixet, u kull fejn bdiet tixhet id-cawl taghha, il-hajt beda jsir
trasparenti daqs velu; it-tfajla setghet tara x’hemm gol-kamra.
Rat il-mejda mihejjija bi tvalja tad-damask abjad silg u fugha
kienu jleqqu l-platti tax-xaqquf. Il-wizZa mixwija u mimlija
bit-tuffieh u bil-pruna kieuet f'tarf il-mejda, bid-duhhan hiereg
minnha, u—l-isbah haga fost kollox—il-wizza, bis-sikkina u I-
furketta mdeffsin f’sidirha, qabzet mid-dixx ghal isfel u bdiet
tinxi fl-art sakemm waslet hdejn it-tfajla.

Is-sulfarina nhliet, u t-tfajla 1egghet sabet ruhha quddiem
il-hajt ohxon u iebes.

Qabbdet it-tielet sulfarina, U mill-gdid fergnet il-fjamma;
u hija issa subet rubha taht sigra tal-Milied mill-isbah, wisq ak-
bar u mzejna wisq 1zjed helu minn dik li kienet rat lejlet l-ahhar
Milied mill-bieb taz-zgieg tad-dar ta’ wiehed negozjant ghani.
Mijiet to’ xemghat irqaq dawlu l-frieghi hodor, u xbihat ckejkna
mizbughin? bhal dawk li kienet rat fil-vetring tal-hwienet, bdew
iharsu lejha minn fuq is-sigra.

Lt-tlajla ssahbret u harget idejha bhal biex tagbadhom im-
wa f'dak il-waqt id-dawl tas-sulfarina ntefa; madankollyu x-
xemghat tal-Milied bagghu jagbdu dejjem aktar. Rathom jilmaw
qishom kwiekeb tas-sema; wahda minnhom waqghet, u d-dawl
Ii halliet warajha kien gisu denb twil tan-nar.

“Dal-hin xi hadd gieghed imut’’, lissnes it-tfajla; ghax ix-
xwejha nannitha—il-bniedma wahdanija 1i kienet iggibha, u ii
issa kienet mejte—IKkienet qaltilha 1i kull meta taga’ kewkba, jkun
hemm rubi li tmur lura ghand Alla li halagha, Ragghet ghal dar-
ba ohra qabbdet sulfarina mal-hajt; xeghlet vampa wahda u,
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mdawra b’dak id-dawl, dehritilha dik il-ghaziza nanna nnifis-
ha, helwa u twajba bhal dejjem, izda ferhana u hienja izjed milli
qatt kienet f’hajjitha.

“Nanna !”” ghajtet it-tfajla, “‘Hudni mieghek, jahasra! Jieng
naf li inti thallini malli s-sulfarina tintefa ; inti tghib bhalma gheb
in-nar jahraq ta¢-éumnija, bhall-festa mill-isbah tas-Sena 1-Gdi-
da, bhas-sigra sabiha u kbira tal-Milied’’; u fittxet xeghlet :l-
bqija tas-sulfarini 1i kellha fil-pakkett biex ma thallix ll nan-
nitha tghib,

U s-sulfarini qabdu buggiega nar hekk gawwija 1i nofs in-
nhar mhux zgur sata’ jkun izjed mudwal., Qatt qabel ix-xwejha
nanna ma kienet dehret hekk twila u fuq taghha, hekk sabiha u
helwa; ghannget lit-tfajla ¢kejkna u taru t-tnejn flimkien. Hienja
u ferhana huma taru—fil-gholi, fil-gholi, sakeinm waslu f’dak I-
imkien fejn hadd ma jaf x'jigifieri bard, guh jew ugigh. Sabu
ruhhom fil-Genna.

Izda fil-kesha tal-ghodwa .k imgeddsa taht il-hajt instabet 1-
imsejkna tfajla — haddejha ileqqu, xofftejha jithissmu — mejta
mirzuha bil-bard fi-ahhar lejl tas-Sena 1-Qadima. Ix-xemx tas-
Sena 1-Gdida sirget fuq it-tfajla bla hajja; bla ma titharrek, hija
baqghet hemm bis-sulfarini f’hogorha, b’wiehed mill-pakketti
mahruq ghal kollox.

“Pittxet 1i tishon, miskina!”’, qalu n-nies; izda hadd ma
kien jaf liema dehriet sbieh kieet rat, jew f'liemia hena hija u
nannitha kienu qeghdin ighaddu l-festa tas-Sena 1-Gdida,




