
1.20 

It-Tfajla tas-Sulfarini* 
Ta' ALBERT M. CASSOLA 

K IEN bar~ fa~-hi?:a'; _ kienei _niezla nafna b?rra u ~{ien gho_ddu 
dalam; il-le1la-l-aht1A,r 1e1la tas-sena·-kienet nesqa. Izda, 

minkejja dak il-bard n cl-cl lam lrnllu, tfajla fqira, xuxa u trnfja, 
kienf:'t g·liadha qiPgliila tiggerra nnt-toroq. 

Metn telqet micl-clar hija kienet liehsa papocc, imma kien 
jigiha hekk kbir-hilli kien il-papocc b' ommha-li t1argilha 
minn saqajhn x't1in qasmet it-triq tigri kemm tiflah biex tiskar­
fa zewf1: Jrnrrozzi. Papocfa wa.ndn~ ma setgl1etx issibha; 1-onra 
natafhielha claqsxejn tn' tfajjel li nftrab biha bil-nsieb li jaglimil­
ha bennienrt tal-pnpl. 

Glialclaqsfant it-tfaila kompllet timxi i1afia, b'saqajha no­
mor u konol hil-hara. F'idejhn kollha pakkett zgnir bis-snlfarini. 
n kellha liafna ohrajn fil-farrhl imcarrat t.Lignha. 11-gurnafa kol­
lha kemm hi twib lanqas ha -'!cl ma xtralha pakkett wietrnd hiss 
-naclcl ma lden rialla~/nha sold. Tirfoegned bil-bard u bil-gut1 
hija baqghet tkaxkar. qislrn. x-xhieha tnn-niket-imsejkna tfajfa ! 

Il-borra bcliet niezla fnq ix-xagrrnr twil n mdieheb faghha 
li kien iaagtrnlha fuq spal1eiha b 'nokkli 1-gmiel tag·nhom; izda 
hi ma kinitx monh[l ft shuhitlrn. u lannm; ma qaghclet tahseb fil­
hard. Fit-twieni kollha kienn jic1hrn dwa.l inemnmu. u mid-cl.iar 
bcliet t1ierga riha taqsarn ta' wizz rnixwi; kienet lejlet 1-Ewwel 
tas-Sem., u hija bcliet tanseb fn(j hekk. 

TgeodsPt bil-riieghda f'rolma bejn zewgt icljar. wahcla aktar 
'il barrn rninn 1-ohra. n hdiet figber1 taMha s-saqajn ckejlmin 
faghha, imma kollu ;:tha1xejn-rna sdgl1etx issat1hanhom. Mrt 
ssografx t:mur lejn darhrt; sulfarini mft kienet hieg-het xejn, ma 
qalghet: 1-ebcla sold, n hezi::tnet li forsi rnissierha kien sa jsaw­
watha .. Barra rninn hekk, £' darha tisb' tdnicl li kien bfl.rcl daris 
harra '£-trio .. !Tnax darha mri kinitx tilief il-kmajra tal-beit; u 
gt1alkemm 1-ikbar xaq0 fo:;t '1-imfna Ii kien hemm fiR-saqaf kien 
rnisducl bit-tiben 11 c-craret' ir-rih 11 1-horra 'liafna clrabi kienu 
jinfdu minnu. 

* Trnduzzioni tal-vf'rn,ioni In!!liza "'rhe T,it.tle Match-Girl" li h maq­
luha mill-original ta.' Hans Andersen u puhhlikata ma' Fairy Tales on­
rajn fil-Librar11 of Classics, J,c.nifnn m1il Glas<Jow. Ool7ins Olear-T11pr 
Press. 
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Idejha kienu gt10ddhom ibbisdha bil-bard; daqsxejn ta' sul­
farina mill-pakkett Ii kellha forsi kienet tlrnn bizzejjed biex ~s­
sahbanhomlha kieku kellha 1-tiila tixghelha. Harget wahda u 
qabbclitha rnal~t1ajt. 'l'ajjeb wisq ! gtrnx gtrnmlet fjamma sabiha 
u strnna, u hija zamrnet. iclejha iuqha. Ghal dik 1-imsejkna tfajla 
clak in-nar kien qisu mixegMa st1iha; x'jiena 11g!1id? kienet ak­
tarx qisu dawk tas-sharijet, ghax hi bdiet tistt1ajjilha qieghda 
<1udcliem cnnmija kbira tal-hadid imzejna bix-xarbitelli tar-ram, 
tant beda jfernaq dak in-nar ! It-tfajla stirat riglejha :lialli ssa:li-
1ianhonJ ukoll. lmma jatrnsra f' daq qa wahda 1-fjamma ntfiet; ic­
l:umnija gtiabet; it-tfajla baqgtiet fil-bard u bla farag", bis-sulfa­
rina mat1ruqa f'idha. 

Heggtiet qabbdet t;ulfarina o:lira mal-najt; din ferqnet u lel­
lxet, u kull fejn bdiet tixhet id-C.awl taghha, il-hajt be<J_a jsir 
trasparenti daqs velu; it-tfajla setgtiet tara x'hemm gol-kamra. 
Hat il-mejda mhejjija bi tvalja tad-damask abja:d silg u fuqha 
kienu jleqqu 1-platti tax-xaqquf. Il-wizia mixwija u mimlija 
bit-tufiieh u bil-pnma kienet f'tarf il-mejda, bid-duhtian hiereg· 
u1innha, u-1-isbat) haga fost kollox-il-wizza, bis-sikkina u 1-
fnrketta mdeffsin f'sidirlrn, qabzet mid-dixx gtml isfel u bdiet 
timxi fl-art sakemrn ·waslet bdejll it-tfajla. 

Is-sulfarina 11hliet, u t-tfajla 1 eggt1et ::;rtbet ruhha quddiem 
il-trnjt ohxon u iebes. 

Qabbclet it-helet sulfmina. U milJ-g·cli<l ferqnet il-fjamma; 
u hija issa sabet rnhlrn tatit sigra tal-Milied mill-isban, wisq ak­
bar u mzejnu, wisq 1zjec1 helu minu Jik li kienet rat Iejlet 1-ahhar 
~I!liecl n:ill-bieb ta~-zg·ieg· tad-dar .ta' _wiebed negozjant ghani. 
l\llj2et tu, xerngtrnt InJll<J dawlu 1-i'negtu hoclor, u xbihat ckejkna 
mizbughin: bhal daYvk li kienet rat :fil-vetrina tal-tnvienet, bdew 
itmrsu lejha minn fuq is-sigTa. 

It-tfajla ssat1!1ret u trn.rget idejha b11al biex taqbadhom im-
1w1 f'dak il-waqt id-dawl tas-sulfarina ntefa; madankollu x­
xemgtm t ta_l-Miliecl baqgtm jaq bdu dejjem aktar. Ra thorn jilmaw 
<pshom kwiekeb tas-sema; \-rnt1da minnbom wagghet, u d-dawl 
li trn.lliet warajha k'.en qisu denb twil tan-nar. 

"Dal-tiin xi 1rnclc1 qieghed irnut", lissnet it-tfajla; crhax ix­
~wejt1_a nannit_lrn-i~--bmedma_ wat1clanija li kienet iggibl1a, u ii 
1ssa loenet i~JeJk-.Jnenet qalt1lha Ii kull meta. taqa' kewkba jkun 
hemm rnh h tmur lura gtiand Alla li tmlaqha. Ragghet ghal dar­
ba ohrn qabbdet sulfarina, mal-tiajt; xeghlet vampa wahda u, 
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imdawra b'dak id-dawl, dehi:itilha dik il-gt1aziia nanna nnifis­
ha, tielwa u twajba btial dejjem, izda fertmna u hienja izjed milli 
qatt kienet f'hajjitha. 

"Nanna!" ghajtet it-tfajla. "Hudni mieghek, jatrnsra ! Jiena 
naf li inti ttmllini malli s-sulfarina tintefa; inti tghib l.Jhalma gheb 
in-nar jat1raq tac-6unmija, bhall-festa mill-isba.U tas-Sena 1-Gdi­
da, btms-sigra sabiha u kbira tal-M-ilied''; u fittxet xeghlet il­
bqija tas-sulfarini li kellha fil-pakkett biex ma thallix lil nan­
nitha tghib. 

U s-sulfarini qabdu trng·gieg·a nar hekk qawwija li nofs in­
nhar mlrnx zgur sata' jkun j;~jed mudwal. Qatt qabel ix-xwejtm 
nanna ma kienet clehret hekk twila u fnq tagt1h:i, hekk sabiha u 
helwa; ghannqet lit-tfajla 6kejkna u taru t-tnejn fiimkien. Hienja 
n ferhana huma taru-,-fil-gholi, fil-gholi. sakernm waslu f' clak i­
imkien fejn hadd ma jaf x'jigifieri bard, g·ut1 jew ugigh. Sabu 
rut1110111 ill-Genna. 

IZda fil-kest1a tal-ghoclwa. imgeddsa taM il-tiajt instabet l­
imsejkna tfajla - trnddejha jleqqu, xofttejha jitbissmn - Inejb 
rnirzutrn bil-b:ird fi-ahtinr le.il tas-Sena 1-Qadirna. Ix-xemx tas­
Sena 1-0dida sirg·et fuq it-lfajla bla tmjja; bla rna tittiarrek, hija 
baqgtiet hemm bis-sulfarini f'hogorha, b'wiet1eci mill-pakketti 
mahruq glml kollox. 

''Fittxet li tishon, miskina ! '·, qalu n-nies; izda hadd ma 
kien jaf liema dehriet sbiet1 kieet rat, jew f'lierna hena hija u 
nannitha kienu qegbdin iglrnddu l-fest.a las-Sena 1-(ldida. 


