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MAY BUTCHER U L·l=llDMA TAGl=IHA 

Gl=IALL-MALTI 
Bil·-mewt ta,' llliss .MAY HUTCHEit, li grat fil-21 ta' D:cembru 1950. 

il-lH1aqda tal-Kitt:eba tal-.Malti n 1-Lsieu Malti tilfu wati<la mill-aqwa 
hbieb tagt1hom, t1bielJ Ii kemm illn fil-hajja 1-Gtiaqda u kemm ilu t: 1-Lsieu 

:Malti t1a x-xejra 
ta' Lsien Lette
rar ju ft:t kellna 
btialha fost dawk 
. n-nies barranin Ii 
gt10zzewh, stud
jawh u ikkulti
vawh, 1-iktar fost 
nies Inglizi, fil
m ija u ham sin se
na li ilna talit :1-

bandiera tagt1hom. 
Hookham Frere 
(1824), Schlienz 
(18;38). n:ehard 
son (1839) Bad
ger (1840). gtial
kemm urew tiegga 
kbira biex il-lsie11 
:\Talti jietrn s-surn 
tal-lsien miktub u 
j idhol fl-iskejjel 
bhala mezz ta' 
tagt1 I im, ma tiad
m ux bi hrarn, 
b' lelltui u st mlj u 
hekk strnh biex 
swew ta' feWa 
ghall-koltiva!lz j oni 
u progress tal
:\1 alti. Bn'edem 
iet10r Ji hu r-Re
Yerendu Dessoula
vy sata' forsi joq
gt10c1 ma.' genb 

:\I ay Butcher gtiax-xoghol li gt1amel gtrnll-i\ll\lti, izda x-xogt10l tiegtrn. 
xjentifiku u tajjeb kemm sata' jkun, ma satax jiltiaq il-Yalur morali, 
pratt:ku u materjali ta' i\Jay 13uteher gtiull-g:d ti\1-J\Ialti. 

}fay Butc·her tw'e!tlet fis-26 ta' Awissu, ta' 1-1886, fi Great Grim
sby, Lincolnshire, 1-Ingilterra. :Missierha kien il-Kurunell Henry Town
;C'nd Bukhe:1 tar-Ho!!al Field .1rti/l.ery u kien miet fi-Ewwel Gwerra 1-Kbi
r<L b' born ha tal-gtrnd u fi Franza fl-1915-ommha A 11nie Su8an, irnwielda 
Dah-~·mple-Ha~., ~Iiss Butcher hija mnissla mnin razza ta' nies Ii gtiamlu 



_MAY BcrCHER u L-HrnMA TAGHHA GHALL-MALTI 83 

isem sab:h sew fl-Armata kemm fin-Nav~- lngliza, sew fil-pulitka kemm fil
profes><joni tal-kirurgija, ingenerija u fi-istmlju ;:;al-lingwi. Hulm, tabib, 
kicn miet ferut fl-atitrnr g1ve1Ta fil-koda ta' 1-Affrika ta' Fnq, wara li kieu 
offra rufrn ghas-servizz militari hekk kif feqqgt1et il-gwerra. 

::\lny Buteher, minn meta k'.enet i·lrnjkua ma man-et ebda skola n dak 
Ii tghallmet tgtiallm'tu d-dar. 

Zmieu tfulitha gtwclclictu f'tial'ua bnacli ma' nicslrn, 1-Iudja, £'Sin
gapore, I" :\[alta, kif ukoll fi-lugilterra. Ta' erlia snin, sakemm kellha sitt 
sn'n. kienet hawn .:\lalta ma' nieslrn l-Kastilja, u mbagtiad Tas-Sliema fi 
:i'_im;za Annunzjata . .:\lt•-.a kihret, 1vara l-mcwt ta' mit,sierha, marret fi 
Frauzn. u mbaghad iLltalja (fir-Hiviera) m'onrn:hu, u knll fejn marret 
d< jjem ftttxet Ji titgtinllem il-kien tal-pajjiz li tmur fih u tittrnrreg fib. 

:\la' tu] 1-Ewwel Gwerra 1-Khira hija sen·iet IJtiala Herl C'rnss -X111·Nc 

wara Ii gharn1et kors '.a' tat1rig ::;tma qahel il-gwe:1ra u datilet fi Sptar (.-li1/ 
})!'f-11ch111c11f Ilospifo/) iddnr bil-fernti. 

11-l"nn .i.ic:l; Ii liihom kienet Uiohli tgtiaddi il-zmieu kieuu d-daqq tal
p,ianu u 1-lrnnt, clekorazzjonij:ot ta' mannskritti u l-istnclju ~al-lingwi, 
fostl10m il-Fran(·iz, it-Taljan, it-Tedfsk u dan 1-atitrnr ir-Hns>,u . .:\leta kie
nPt tgl1ix Llng'lterra kienet ukoll tgtiin fit-tagl1li111 tat-tfal gewwa skola 
tar-ratrnl nhar ta' Macltl. Kienet hnieclma rcli_gjuza u 1qatt ma kienet 
tghacldi gu: nata mingtrnjr ma tiftat1 il-Bihbia u t.aqrn fiha; ma hemrnx 
H'rs fil-Bil1hja Ii ma kim•tx tafu bl-ammcnt u glialhekk kienet mhux ftit 
Linteres>'a ruliha lit-tradur-r-joni tat-Te.s·tmeut il-Qacli111 maqlub hil-.:\lalti 
111ill-Prol'. P. P. Na:-·rion 11 tghozz clak ix-xogtwl rnhiti li :icgliu kienet gah
rd il-kotlrn kolllrn Ii kienu liargn sakemm mietet. 

:Ilda wara 1-rnewt ta' rnissierh3, k"enet mill-ltalja giPt rn'ommha 
ha \\"Jt .\I al ta tl-HJ:l~ .. \I a_Y Buic-b?r d!on k tliajret ; istud,ia \l titgtiallem il
:\lalti. lx-c!wffecrr li mill-Imperial Hotel ta' Tas-Sliema kien 'I hawn u 
'I hinn .iPlrncllwm IJil-111ofur rn1 icluru xi daw·a, kien l-ewwel lmiedem Ii 
uqdict hih liiex tghallme~ l-e1nYe[ !diem u frazijiet l\Ialtin; wara mbaghad. 
meta marr< t '.gliix l'dar ;l;l"tnlilrn m'ommha fi Triq Anwr~-. kornpliet t'u~ 
qerla l1il-qadcle.i.it1 tagltha tacl-dar. Bil-gl·iajnulla ta 'kotha Ii rnexxielha 
tikseli hi.it\ issuktat h'letd"ia ial-gtrn{!'eb tinudja l<Halti. u spw sew wara 
'ente.in, kitlie: grarnnrntika tal-i\lalti gtial dawk l-lnglizi Ii .iixtipqu jit
gha!lt1111 1-:llalti 11 Ii wara g:eL stampatu b';.uss:dju (·kejkea tal-Gvcru 
IJit-tipi ta' 1-lstampe:;ija ta' l-Uninrniii1 ta" Oxford (JDJ--1). 

:\lay Bnfrlwr, linrra niill' kienet :Pdha i>l-i-.tudju tal-.:llalti, kiell•ct 
'! lulirn n 'l hinn Uiazzc•z 11 tipp11liblika xi 1·ersi origiuali hl-Ingliz fic1-
··!JaiJ_,- .\lalta Chroni"k" 11 l/hekk µ;hamlet. lihilJerijn mnl-Pro"csntr ,\_ 
Bartolo Ii kiPn tu1hrek mhux !lit hiPx ix-xogltol tal-grammatika tagtiha 
,iigi ippuhblikat., tt his-sal"itrn ta' hekk saret tat' lili u xi ohraju minn tal
Gtrnqda, fm:thorn il-::\Jonsinjur Dun Kann Prnila u t-Tal.nh H.uzttr\ Briffa. 
H'ritiet l-istuc1.ju bl-l\lalti, li fih uriet l-akbar t1rara u tiegtrn f'qasir ilmien 
tataa l-ishah frott, warn ftit sJtin <lal'det ukoll fil-Gtrnqda btiala i\fembru 
Akkac1emiku. 

Id-di,,pja(·ir tngt1lrn Iden dejjem Ii ma ti&tax tidher btiala membru fil
laqgtiat tal-Ghaqdn mintrnbba 1-trn,·s t1aizn tagt1ha; izda clan in-nuqqas 
kienet tpattih bix-xogt10l Ii kienet tat1dem gtrnll-M.alti u bl-gtiajnuna Ii 
kieuet cllouk taghti lill-I111set1biu stiabha fil-Gliaqda minn fuq 1-iskrivanija. 
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F'wat1da mill-ittri li kie1iet k:tbet bil-i\lalti fo-SC'petarju tal-Gtiaqda 
ikene:. qalet: " ...... Gtrnndi ngtrnrrfek li jisghobbini wisq li ma nistax n;gi 
(gtrnl-laqgha) imtiabba Ii jiena ma nifiatix. Id-dispjac r tiegt1i huwa kbir 
li 'dejjem glinndu jigrili hekk; li kont b'satit1ti qatt ma kont nonqos mil
laqgfiat, ght1x hu dmir ta' kull rnembru Ji jinghaqad f'kull laqgtia biex 
juri l-t1egga tiegtrn u x-xewqa tit>gtrn Ji jaghmel kulma jis;;a' sab:ex iwet
taq il-gt1an tal-Gtiaqlla taghna. Billi 1-Gtrnqda gtrnmli:.li 1-gieh tal:1tarni 
litiala wahcla fost il-i\lembri Akkaclem:(·i (minkejja Ii ji( na barrnnija) izjed 
u izjed nistt1i Ii qatt nu1 nigi fostkorn, imma mhux 11tija tiegt1i btrnlma n"t
tama i ntom tifhmu wkoll". 

i\I. ss Butcher kiene'" taghrnel il-granet mixhub fis-wdda, kif kienet 
tghid hi, b'trns,., trnzin kroniku (atiiu-tu.wemia), u, i>'dana kollu kien.:t 
ukoll mi1m J'uq is-sodda tiltrnq, fejn tista ", rnax-xogt10l tagt1ha tal-pinna. 

l<'ost il-poezijiet li kitbet hl-lngliz im,emmu dawn: Friendship, idde
dikata lill-Monsinjur Psaila. il-hab'b poeta tagt1lrn-Dun Kann (1936)-li 
taglilaq b'dawn il-verni sliiet1 :-

He c11111e to IJe the Zi'l'ie11d of ma11,-the li'l'iend of sinners, tuu,·-
JJe1·isi.rely, they called Him that, u11t .Luce can always do 
rrhat nuthiillj else is 0./1/e,-ureak ec"ery barrier down: 
'l'l1e Purest Lore, it was, that stoope(l to wear the thorny crown. 
::Vo hiuhe1· 1conl, Himself coiild find; in lace, Ile condisends 
1'o say fo those who follows Hin;, "1 hace called !J9U FRIENDS". 

Sorrow's 8ali·e, iddedikata Iii ommha (1934), Ii tibda b'dawn il-versi: 
TF!ie11 your 8i.y is black wit/, cluwls, where !fOU.r snn is hfrlden, 
Trhrn 011 !/Ultr pathwa!I tea.i·dl'nps miil, 1111/Jidclen, 
ll'hen yo11r 1e"rl;/ i.s .shattered, hwvina lost a mut/ier's hiss, 
Trhen yuur heart see111D -lead with pain, take heart, u11d thi11h 11] 

this: 
Other henl'ts are brni;e11, 
Uent, U!f !]l'ie/, in twai11-
IT11,:in(f s11ffwl'ed, yo11 hare leal'llt 
Hoit to ease their pain. 

The 8y111/J1Jl (B'til"kira tat-8 ta' Settemhru, liiG;"i) Ii kieJJet inqa!bet· bil
:\lalti minn :\Jons .P~aila u g'e·:· inunnzikafa. lmlaqqlt fis-17 k' April, 
i!H.l, mis-,!11r/ Battalion tad-JJci:oi~shil'e Beai111e11t. 

rersi h'tifki::a tal-:\laggur I-LA. Balbi, KM.A., .:\LB.I<;., (1938) ip
pubblikata l'id-D11il11 Jlaltu Chronicle. 13. 4. 19a8. 

'l'he Non(! of the Jfuffler (A knitting llm·iew. HHOl. g!rnnja Ii film vcr-
si originali, fodhom ta' !l1in 1semmi dawn Ii gpjjin: -- -

One by 1,11.e the sf-itches urnw, 
(Feeble finuers u:or/; so slow.) 
Purfo t/11 ee, knit one, p1;r{e three, knit
(ln a.nd out f:he needles fli.t: 
Round arid 1·01tnd and 1·on11d, repeat 
Till th c muffler i.~ complete.) 

.Poezijiet ot1ra bl-Iugliz t.t1' min isemmi huma dawn ukoll: 
Birthday 8un11d-Lill-i\fons. Dun Kann Psaila; To Our Dear Ones 

with Goel; Malta G.G.; u Retrospect. 
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l<'il-versi tagliha qatt ma kienet tonqos 1-espressjoni ta' rut1 religju-
7.a-mifruda minn kull fnnglia tad-dinja-1-iktar sent.iment dominanti fin
nifa tal-l\Turn tagt1ha. 

Barra mit-traduzz.io11i·ji0b bl-Ingli7. ta' poezijiet twal M alti html "Il
.l i1'n ·11. lil T!inn Jli111111" ta' Dnn Karm n "r+liussa fal-r+iiad11" tiegt1i 1ls
"Sunclial", Miss J:\fay But('her liallitilna traduzzjonijiet sbiet1 ukoll ta' 
poe7.i,iiet ohra ta' Dun Kann htinlrna huma tal-Heros, ta' I-liinu lJfalti n 
tal-Gii.anja tal-Jfalti fl-Amerilw Ii giet ippuhhlikata f"·1'he :Maltese (Jour-
11al" ta' New York, f'Settemh:11 ta' 1-1988. 

Wanda mit-tradnzzjonijiet kolossali bl.Tngliz ta' pro7.a maltija hija 
dik tal-hijog:·afi.ia ta' Vassalli-rassa/li a111l his Times-Ii trnrget stampata 
fi ktieh fl-HJ.10. 

Fl-ittra tagliha lill-til1ieh tal-qalb, nkoll lil dawk il-t1hieh Ji ma kinux 
ta' 1-istess fehmiet religju7.i tagt1ha, hi ia '<llonk kienet "t'.'.akkarhorn f',i 
n•rsi tal-Bibbja jew xi versi 1itnrgii·i f'xi nklrnz.ioni religjuzi. F'"·ieli"<l 
mill-Gt1idien ta' zmien 1-izjed at1rax tal-gwerra hija kitbet lil wiehed trn
hih tagt1ha: "'rhe 'Time' seems drawing so mnch doser now, that who 
r·an Sa)• whether it ma;· not the Last of the earthly Ea&t.ers ! On'e of our 
Easte!' h;·mns sa)'S: -

To that last a.11d brightest Baster 
R1·i11q 11s, .Jem1s Christ, at la.st! 

To Th !I r'rnss-through Death a.r;d .l11dgm P11t
H oldi11g fast! 

Oh, the gladness of rejoyciil!f 
On that bright. etenwl 8h ore!

Ji' a th Pr, sisfrr, child and mot he?· 
!J!Pet once more!" 

F'ot1ra hija kithet : "I send you these few lines, my 1er:v dear friend, 
to tell you that 111;· thoughts and prayers will he with you on Sunday 
l)ctol1er twe11fy-fo11rfh: T know well all that this first Anniversary cannot 
hut mean to )'Ou, hut T fecel ;·on will he glad that it chances to fall, this 
)·ear, on that Da~· whereon we believers in that LOVE which gave up all 
for us 0ommemora:e, weekly, on?· Assuran<'e that we too shall rise again 
and meet onC'e more those loYed ones for whom onr human hearts are 
aching, and ' 0 .0 shall we ev0r he with the Lord'. ..... " 

F'ot1r,1 hi.ia kithet liJl-.istess wiet1erl, wara, milli jidher, xi kwistjoni 
religjuza: "I feel ;·on realize the dept.Ji of thP f.incerity of m~· friendship 
towa:ds you and it would he a Yer:v real :2;rie:' t,o me were anything to 
impair it. '!'he intensit~· of onr nmtun1 Ion' to God and His Christ cannot 
hut draw us together". 

]\fas-sitt snin iln, warn operazzjon: f'gllajnejha gtiall-lrntarratta, hija 
hezgnet li sejra titlef id-dawl: l-iktar glioqla tagliha kienet. Ii jekk tigrilhia 
din id-disgrazz:ja hija ma tkunx tista' tissokta t.nt1dem gliall-lVIalti u taqdi 
lil lihiebha fix-xogliol tal-Malti. Darha walida, want Ii iiarget mill-Ispta'J 
u fissritli 1-biza' tagnha hi thissirna fuq fomrnha newlitli invilopp kbir 
magtiluq, ftnlltn u fih Iden hemrn ir-ritratt tagriha Q.altli Ji dan tathuli 
htiala l-ai1liar tifkira u gnozza tax-xogt10I tagnna t-tnejn girnll-l\falti gliax 
he7.gliet Ii d-dawl jonqsilha n titilfu glialkollox ma ddnmx. IZda s-Serna 
wnqaf 11tllgt1lrn kif jien kont xtaqtilha u gnalkemrn id-dawl ta' gtrnjnejhn 
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haqa' dejjem dgliajjef u dejjem iheclded Ii jintefa gtrnl kollox, ma tilfitux 
hlief meta p;iet biex tagt1laq gtmjnejha gtrnlkollox n temmet il-bii·ea 1-kbira 
tax-xewqat tagMrn. 

Sahiex ix-xhieha 1"agt1ha tihqn.' hliala tifkira gliazi:i:a tagliha wkoll 
fostna lkoll atma gihnieha '."cl in il-hijografija fil-wn1qt Ji I-original tar-ri
tr,att nagt1tnh lill-Gtrnqda u wiehed jista' jarah imdemlel mal-hajt fil-ka:i:in 
tal-Gtrnqda. 

L-ailtrnr ii:ewg xogtilijiet kbar li trndmet kienn trachrnzjonijiet rnill-(ier
mani:i: ta' kt.ieh (Emil) ghat-Tfol u dizzjunarjn <"lrnjken mill-I ngli:i: gtrnll
:\f alti. F'clawn. i'l:-:i:ewg xoghlijiet hija mxiet fnq il-prin(·ipju ta' 1-iskola 
tal-puristi n ·ta' tradnzzjoni 'l hawn n ' hinn iebsa n letterali li, jisghob
hina ngt1iclu, naqqsn mhnx ftit mill-valnr tekniku tngt1hom. 

Sew sew xi tiliet xhnr qahel rncwtha, kif semrnejt qahel, jien kont in"e
vejt hla ma bsnrt it-tradnzzjoni hl-Ingli:i: tnl-Fidwn fal-Rdirwa. F' ittra ii 
kithtli u Ji hagtititli flimkien rnal-ko])'jn tat-tradnz~joni hija qaltli: "::\f.\· 
fifteen yea,·1-old ambition is at length achieved; and that is, the gratify
ing of >·our expresrnd 'desire to have an English translation of your ::\[al-
tese clramn ..... . 

It is with a great ~ense of satisfaction that 1 have found myself able 
to carry through my in:ention ancl off1 r yon this fnrther small tribute of 
m>· deep gratitude fur all you have ahrn;1·s done fo:• me and I beg yon to 
accept the tl'anslation of Il-Fidwu fa,/-Biliewa in remembrance of onr 
sixteen years friendship." 

L-antrnr ittra tagnha mibgtrntn lili kienet fil-G fo' Dicemhrn, sittax-il 
P:nrnata qahel ma glialqet gtrnjuejha ghal dejjem meta konna ftehemna li 
Haqraw flimkien it-tracluzz.ioni Ingli:i:a f.}iex fiha, gtrnlli jista' jkun, isiru 
xi t·iswi,jiet; izcla bix-xewqa kollha Ji kellna jiena n hi, ma kellniex ix-xorti 
Ji naraw i:i:jecl lil xulxiu. Kien sewwa sew 1-.gliada Ji mietet meta ltqajt 
mat-Tabib Galea. !I-President tal-Gt1f\qcla. li tani 1-atilrnr tal-mewt n tal
fnneral tagiih.la. 

}fay Butcher trnssha trn:fo1 f'daqqa; 1-emorragija (·erehrali tatha ftit 
7.mien ta' najja. wara Ji ttiehdet nrnla.ir 1-Jsptar tal-Blne Sisters fejn 
'rnra ftit sighat mietet. 

L-at1bar tal-mewt taghha samma•jn ielrn lil dawk l-imset1hi11 u membri 
kollha tal-Gt1aqcla Ji stajna nilt1qnhom sabiex magnna jaghtu 1-ahtrnr tis
lima n ju,'n 1-aliliar qirna 1i1 l\fara hekk mir;qnma fil-mot1n n fir-rnh, hekk 
soda, hekk twajba n lielwa fl-imgiba u kf!rattru taghha, hekk generu:i:a 
fis·1sent:menti ta' qalbha, Ji satrnnsitra lahqet ti<'·had 1-interessi tagnha biex 
taqdi lil ghajrha. 

Hekk gliaxet u hekk mietet. 
Inclifnet Ta' Bn1xia fil-qabar t'ommha li kienet bniet hi stess fic"Oimi

tern fa' Braxia. l<'il-·fnneral Ii sar f' clan ic·-(,imitern, barra minn libieh 
tagt1ha, trndu sehem xi membri tal-Gtrnqda, fosthom il-Prnfessur Aquilina, 
President Onorarju, it-Tahib G. Galea, Presi'clent tal-Ghaqcla, is-Sur A. 
Cremona~ Vi<'·i-Presiclent, Gof. Zarh Adami, Segretarju, u G. Ransley. 

a.c, 


