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mc memorn.cs projudices and impressions tend to continue to hold
sway the longer the settler has been in Australia the stauncher the
memory. As both newspapers depend for their news on newspapers
from Malta which have tended to be intensely polarized, there is little
critical or objective assessment "here” as to what 1s actually going on
there from an Australian perspective, other than vague condem-
nations of violence or indeed of excessive polarization. Although
Malta's national daily press dates back - as in Britain and in Europe -
to the 1880s, it began:

as a direct consequence of pro-British and anti-British
currents. From the very start, that is, we had journalism the
main aim of which was propagandistic and partisan. We have
never grown out of this. Maltese journalism grew in an un-
natural political climate and was more seriously conditioned by
colonialism than is generally understood... Nor is the Maltese
journalistic tradition as solid as it may seem. This is the inevit-
able consequence of the havoc caused by successive waves
and patterns of assimilation. In the last two centuries this little
island changed drastically from being exclusively Iialianate in
education to being predominantly anglicised in outlook: it is
now becoming more and more Maltese. As people are not
made of clay, such transfusions of different life-styles resulted
in an uneasy metamorphosis; there could be no plastic
adjustments.10

The daily paper in the Maltese vernacular is a comparatively recent
development, the first such paper in recent times being the pro-
British //-Bergqa (1930-1968), followed by the pro-Labour
L-Orizzont (1962- ), the Catholic Church's Il-Hajja (1970-1987),
and the Nationalists' In-Nazzjon Taghna (1970-).11

Ironically, in Australia Maltese voting patterns, by party, need

ar no relation to those in Malta. It is not so uncommon to find

pporters or sympathizers of the Socialist or "Mintoffian" party of
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