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I S S U E S 

pnrked rny pitiful cnr in Mt1rsascaln near the finnous waste recyclingplnnt, and zualked nil the wny to 
the seashore near pretty St. Thornns Bay. A couple of spirited windsurfers dotted the scene with rtn 
r1m11Zing d1ish of' colour which U)(1.1· lost in the Lrtrge exprrnses of green nnd blue. J'here was a large 
r1cc1onulnted pile of seaweed (a flowering plant) covering whole areas of the apparently desolate bny ft 
1uns brownish in colour nnd the sen runves battered against its lenves, n1nking a seli!cl few slither in n 

startling wny. A group of old n1e11 were trying to capture w01ms and shrimps to use as bait far fishing. They 
wen• puttiT1.g theh· large nets to good use 1,;hile they were sifting through hundreds o_f seaweed strata. 

Suddenly, two young children appeared 
from the interrwined leaves, d1dr faces im­
rn_cnsdy rriumpham wirh a couple of helpless 
shrimp~ rwirching inccssnnrly in their hands. 
Further inshore, a lnrgc number of Maltese 
fishing boats c;igerly awaited che arrivnl of che 
summer mourhs in 11rJer to show off rheir 
11ewly acq1Jired srn:ngd1 and colours. In die 
pach leading ro Munxar. small summi:r houst.'S 
w.:rc grouped rogcthcr in a dusccr, bur in a 
\\1'.:t)', ir a l~o seemed rh;1 r they were rhc outcome 
of crisii. managerncn 1. Some of rhc.: summer 
residences are we-II kt:pt, while othcrs are in 
complete ruins. 

l walked on. The track was marvellous and 
che greenery v•as sril l full of dewdrops. One or 
rwo pcopk'. had alrendy bravcid chi• cold and 
rain rhrcatcning morning and found Lhe bay 
an idenl place ro fish. Their carch revealed char 
rhey were eicher very good or very lucky. 

Munxar is ;m area of land projccring our 
from 1he main land and can be seen ns a whire 
ronguc: shaped prorrusion with an upper cov­
ering of green from rhe Marsascala mainland. 
T he area nlso includcs one or rwo small and 
secluded b.caches. Munxar is !icing Sr. Thomas 
Bay and provides a land of scenic v:tlue from 
very fu r off. as it is surrounded by thc sea. The 

green scenery provides a natural backdrop ro 
St. Thomas l3ay, a bay which is very popular 
with the Malccsu public. -

In Decem bcr of Jasr year. a new rou rist de­
velopment was proposed in Munxar sired in 
bcrween chc bays of $1. 
Thomas nnd Xrobb 1-
ghagLrL This ill coQccived 
development project hns 
plans for a horcl, over a 
hundred :ind forty - two 

storey apanmcnrs, sports 
and recreationitl areas anJ 
a restauram. The plan also 
includes an area to be de­
veloped as a 'n:;ttural park' 
so as opt to din:cdy hll the endemic planes 
(planes wbich cxis[ only in M:ilta and nowhere 
else in che world!) prescm in the area, bill to 
enclose them in a 'cage' in an effort ro safe­
guard them rrom rhc same development. 
Nonetheless, rh t:y will probably die our jusr 
rhe same. And the qutscion 'naturally' a.rises ... 
W hy make a 'natural park' from what is a 
natural park aln.':tdy?" 

The nrea known as 11-Ponta cal-1-'!unxar is 
declared as a 11 0 development 
zone m 

the Srrucrure Plap for che Malresc Islands. The 
Srruccure Plan is a srraregic long rcrm plan.for 
the Maltese isla.nds covering a [Wcmy yea,r pe­
Tiod up to year 20 I 0. MwJXar is a rural conser­
vation 1.one of ecological importance. In order 

to enhance and pcorecr rhe 
cou nrrys-ide, the Srrucrure 

• f Plan Fomrnlatcs a series of 
Rural Conservarion areas io 
which development of an}' 

. . . -srructures or act1v1nes 111 

rural areas other chan chose 
lcgitimare and natural to 

them are prohibired. One 
such area i~ Munxar. 
Amongsr orhers. the Plan 

cries ro conserve agriculrural land, the coastline 
and other areas of narural beauty, all of wh.ich 
are present arMunxar. 

While using my old camera to photograph 
chis briUianr place, I was also nocing thac as che 
day grew older a fuir :tmounr c)f fomi lics were 
arriving a t rhe bay witb rht;ir cars and chen 
strolling along the beauciful landscape. Their 
children seemed co be more inccrci;ted in nor­
ing the Vll riety and richness of pbm species in 



rhc area. Asphodels were striking wirh their 
pale flowers, while their long seems seemed co 
grow our of the shorter squills, spurges and 
chistlcs. An aSsortmenr of red and yellow small, 
wonderfully coloured flowers was granced by 
the Srorksbill, the tender Trefoil a.nd the sinu­
ous Crocuses. The way rhings arc proceeding, 
when these chiJd.ren themselves become par­
ents, they will have tl1 conrcnr their own chil­
dren with museum visits and photographs. 

In addition to the unique garigue habirac 
present in Munxar, there is also an area of 
agriculrural land (in place of the proposed 
development), which may accounr for the live­
lihood of a number of people living in the 
surrounding areas. What would happen ro chis 

land (and irs owners) if rhe proposed devdop· 
menc gees che thumbs up - now especially so 
as che original plan has been modified and che 
proposed projecr has been moved furrher in· 
lan d covering mo re agricu ltural land. 

Environmental groups, enviro nmencalisrs, 
and Marsascala residen rs have opposed t he 
plan. A councillor from the Marsascala Local 
Council was quored as saying tbar "Munxar is 
an area of oucscanding beaury. which will be 
spoilt if the complex goes ahead". Three La­
bour represenrarives from the third dccroral 
disrricr declared char rhey would do everyching 
possible to prevenr rhis project. One should 
remember char this projecr should nor even be 
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considered for ac lease rhe ncxr fifteen years; 
ler alone approved. 

Trying ro capcurc rhe beaury o(rhc sire on 
film proved co be an extremely difficulr fear, 
due to rhe winding conrours which were.great 
ro look at, bur made it impossible co fir in rhc 
place all ar once. I rhen decided ro focus on 
parrs of Munxar ro let you appreciate the beau- • 
ty of the area, and decide for yourself on rhc 1 
fare of unique Munxar. Whether your humble 
opinion connrs or nor, dear friend, is wholly 
another marrer. Yer, you should definitely make 
it heard. 

• 

There are four 
Country Cotnpanions 

Figurines 
to be won! 

All you have to do to enter is to tell us the 
naine of our hedgehog pal in the Country 

Companions group. Is it: 

a) Badger 
b) Totn 

c) Edward 
d) Sam 

Send your entry to the address below by the 10th 

April 1996. The first four correct entries opened 

after that date will each receive a 

Country Con1panions Figurine! 
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