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Matul l-aghar snin tal-gwerra ghal Malta, jigifieri
bejn 1940-42, il-gzira giet attakkata kontinwament
mill-Assi. Madwar 17,000 tunnellata ta’ bombi
twaddbu fuq Malta, 7,000 tunnellata minnhom f” April
tal-1942 biss. Waqt li l-ajruplani tal-ghadu kienu
geghdin jersqu lejn Malta jew diga waslu fuq il-gzira
jwaddbu I-bombi, kienu jigu intercettati mill-Kanuni
ta’ Kontra 1-Ajruplani jew mill-ajruplani tal-glied tar-
Royal Air Force (RAF) 1i kienu stazzjonati f’Malta.
Dan kien jirrizulta fi glied fl-ajru fejn l-ajruplani
tal-RAF kontra dawk tar-Regia Aeronautica u
I-Luftwaffe, 1i hafna drabi kien iwassal ghal twaqqigh
ta’ ajruplani.

Fl-1 ta’ Mejju 1941, is-‘C’ Flight, No.261
Squadron, 1i mit-12 ta’ Mejju saret maghrufa bhala
No.185 Squadron, kienet ippreparata ghal 1i xi attakk
ghall-gharrieda. In-nukleu tal-iskwadra I-gdida kienet
tikkonsisti minn bdoti u ekwipaggi tal-art tan-No.261
Squadron, kif ukoll ekwipaggi tal-art min-No.251
Squadron u No.1430 Flight, li waslu f’Malta mill-
Egittu ftit taz-zmien wara.

Kmieni filghaxija (1 ta’ Mejju) l-iskwadra kienet
gieghda fuq ronda meta f’hin minnhom giet attakkata

mill-gholi minn sitt Messerschmitt Bf109 Es ta’ 7/

Jagdgeschwader 26 (7/JG 26). Dan l-attakk gieghel lil
Hawker Hurricane Mk Ils jitferrxu. Sfortunatament,
l-ajruplan ta’ Sergeant B.C. Walmsley intlagat, u
I-bdot ma kellux alternattiva ohra hlief li jagbez
mill-ajruplan. Dan Il-ajruplan gie mwaqqga’ minn
Staffelkapitin Oberleutnant Joachim Miincheberg
of 7./JG 26 ghal habta tal-5.15pm, fejn hu rrapporta
li I-vittma tieghu kkraxxja madwar mill-Grigal
tal-ajrudrom ta’ Hal Luqa, jigifieri vicin il-Knisja
Parrokkjali ta’ Hal Ghaxaq, mil u nofs fil-Grigal tal-
airstrip ta’ Hal Safi li kienet ghadha ma’ tlestitx.'
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Fl-14 ta’ Mejju 1942 ghall-habta tal-5.13pm, SEsS
tliet ajruplani tal-attakk tat-tip Junkers Ju88 minn PSS
Kampfgruppe 806 (KG 806), protetti minn ajruplani |
tal-glied tat-tip Messerschmitt Bf109Fs u Macchi &
MC202s, qassmu I-kosta, din id-darba biex jattakkaw
il-Gudjau Hal Safi. Seba’ Supermarine Spitfires Mk.Vs g
min-No.249 Squadron gew ordnati biex jintercettaw g
l-ajruplani tal-ghadu,” u taru fis-sema qabel ma [
waslu l-ajruplani tal-attakk Germanizi. Huma lahqu 8
attakkaw numru ta’ Messerschmitt Bf109 Fs, li kienu ?
ghadhom kif attakkaw l-ajrudrom ta’ Hal Far. Flying
Officer Buchanan sostna li x’aktarx waqqa’ ajruplan #*
tal-ghadu, mentri Flight Sergeant Harry Fox, qal i
waqqga’ ajruplani, pero ftit mumenti wara, 1-ajruplan |
tieghu ntlagat u waqa’ fil-bahar. (-

Hmistax-il Spitfire iehor minn No./26 Squadron, |
No.601 Squadron taru fil-5.30pm, mentri sitt *§
Hurricanes baqghu jipprotegu l-ajrudromi.> Barnham
kellu glieda mal-ajruplani tal-ghadu u haseb li waqqa’
ajruplan tal-attakk tat-tip Junkers Ju88, perd wara gie
infurmat li l-ajruplan kienet twaqqa’ mill-Kanuni ta’ =
Kontra I-Ajruplani. L-ajruplan mill-KG 806 ikkraxxja %
ghal habta tas-6.11pm fuq l-irdum ta’ Kara¢, fil-limiti

tal-ajruplan irnexxielu jagbez bil-paraxut, li rrakkonta
wkoll 1i Barnham waqqa’ l-istess ajruplan tal-attakk.
Dak li salva, li fil-verita kien Obergefreiter Herbert =
Burger. Il-kumplament tal-ekwipagg Unteroffizier K
Prokesch u Obergefreigfreiters Hermann Koster u &
Ferdinand Lechner tilfu hajjithom.* e

Fis-26 ta’ Mejju 1942 ghall-habta tat-3.19pm, pe
tmien Spitfires tan-No.603 Squadron u erba’ minn !
kull skwadri tan-No.I85 Squadron u No.249
Squadron telghu' biex jintercettaw ajruplani tal- s
ghadu. Tlettax-il ajruplani Taljani tat-tip Reggiane
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Re2001 gew intercettati mill-iSpitfires tan-No.603
Squadron. Flying Officer Mitchell u Pilot Olfficer
Barlow sostnew li waqqghu ajruplan kull wiehed,
mentri Flight Lieutenant Sanders irrapporta li laqat
iehor.? Jidher fic-cert li l-ajruplan tal-bdot Annibale
Sterzi, kmandant tal-358 Squadriglia ikkraxxja

vertikalment fiz-zona Ta’ Garda, fin-nofsinhar ta’ Hal .

Ghaxagq, fejn l-impatt tal-ajruplan mal-art halla hofra
kbira.b Tl-bdot irnexxielu jagbez mill-ajruplan, perod
I-paraxut ma nfetahlux sew, fejn hu waqa’ hdejn Hal
Luga u miet.

Fl-4 ta’ Lulju 1942 tfaccaw tliet ajruplani tal-attakk
tat-tip Savoia Marchetti SM84bis minn 4° Gruppo,
protetti minn 22 ajruplani tal-glied tat-Macchi
MC202s tal-51° Stormo, immexxija minn Tenente
Colonello Remondino, mentri 17-i1 Macchi iehor
ipprovdew appogg. Ghaxar Spitfires min-No.249
Squadron gew ordnati biex itiru halli jintercettaw
l-ajruplani tal-ghadu, fejn qalu li waqqghu t-tliet
ajruplani tal-attakk Taljani. Jidher li wiehed mill-
ajruplani milquta rnexxielu jasal lura sa Sqallija,
mentri t-tnejn 1-ohra kienu effettivament twaqqghu.
Wiehed ikkraxxja fil-bahar, possibilment mill-15a
Squadriglia pilotat minn Zenente Raffaele Notari,
mentri l-iehor waqa’ fl-inhawi Ta’ Garda, bejn Hal
Ghaxaq u Birzebbuga.

Hu mahsub 1i dan kien I-ajruplan imtajjar
minn Sergente Maggiore Romolo Cristiani tal-14*
Squadriglia. L-uniku membru tal-ekwipagg li salva
kien Aviere Scelto Arduino Pelleschi, fl-ewwel titjira
tieghu fuq Malta. Pelleschi kien ferut gravi meta
l-ajruplan tieghu ntlagat minn Kanuni ta’ Kontra
I-Ajruplani, wara 1i kien waddab il-bombi tieghu,
u gabel ma gie attakkat minn ajruplani min-No.249
Squadron. Hu rnexxielu jagbez bil-paraxut u nizel fil-
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bahar, fejn gie salvat mill-lanca tal-RAF HSL 128.7 |
Hu deher f’wié¢¢ il-bahar bil-gakketta tas-salvatagg,
b’maktur abjad. Meta gie salvat, instab li l-materjal
abjad li kellu, kien fil-verita l-fdalijiet ta’ idu, li giet
mahsula mill-ilma bahar.?

Ghalkemm dawn huma erba’ ajruplani li huma
dokumentati 1i waqghu fl-inhawi ta’ Hal Ghaxaq ™
bejn 1-1940-2, jista’ jkun li fil-verita waqghu iktar.
L-anzjani ta’ Hal Ghaxaq probabilment jiftakru §
iktar ajruplani li kkraxxjaw f’dawn l-inhawi, li perd =%
ghal xi raguni jew ohra ghadhom mhux maghrufa u
dokumentati. Jekk hu minnu, tajjeb li dawn episodji 3%
jsiru maghrufa.
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