
Paul Camilleri Cauchi 
Born in Victoria, Gozo (2.12.1940), he obtained his 
education at the Bishop's Seminary, Gozo, St Anthony's 
College, Mgarr, Gozo, and St Michael's Training College. 
He obtained diplomas from the Press Art School in 
London and from Pietro Vannucci in Perugia. 

He participated in a number of exhibitions in Malta and 
overseas. His paintings are to be found in several 
countries, including America, Brazil, Canada, Australia 
and Tokyo. 

His local works include paintings in churches, including 
that of Santa Lucia in Valletta, the parish church of San 
Gwann in lmsierah, in Siggiewi, Haz-Zebbug, Rabat (ta' 
Giezu), Qrendi, Zurrieq, Sliema (Sacro Cuor), Valletta (tai
Erwieh) and several other churches. In Gozo, he has 
painted the vaults of St Francis in Victoria, the Immaculate 
Conception in Qala, Xewkija, San Lawrenz, Fontana and 
Gharb. 

He has works in several genres, but he admits that he is 
happiest doing sacred art. 'Here I express my artistic 
inclinations through facial expressions, physical postures, 
and the folds in the clothing as they are related to the 
subject matter and the spatial context they occupy", he 
says. 

He prefers the Neapolitan school of art, which includes art 
masters such as Mattia Preti and Salvator Rosa. In 
particular he feels attracted to the 19' hcentury phase. 

Apart from sacred paintings, Paul has become well
known for his knack of portraying the local scene, 
including farmers, fisherman and other familiar Gozo 
themes. 
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He believes that the Government should give more 
assistance to full- time artists, including subsidising artist 
material, and providing tax incentives for exported works 
of art. Moreover, he says, copyright laws should be 
enforced. 

He was instrumental in setting up Gozo School of Art run 
by a subcommittee of the Ministry for Gozo, of which he 
was a member. Part of the brief of this committee was to 
draw up a program for the promotion of art in Gozo. 
Included in their job is the setting up of monuments for 
persons who played a significant part in the development 
of Gozo, the restoration of ancient buildings such as 
chapels, the aqueduct, etc. He would like to see more 
scholarships available for Gozitan students to study arts 
in Malta and overseas. 

Managing Director ta' Magro Group of Companies 

Nahseb li 2:-i:mien ta' tfulija u zmien 1-iskola, 
kienu ferm differenti mill-hajja tieghek tal
ilium bhala negozjant b'hafna impenji. Kif 
thares lejn dak iz-zmien imqabbel rna' llum? 
Ku/1 eta' ggib maghha 1-isfidi u 1-obb/igi taghha. 
Pero' haga li fi tfu/iti naqset tgur kienet il
pretenza ta ' missieri li miet meta jien kont 
ghadni tghir hafna. Minhabba dan in-nuqqas 
kefli nikberferm qabe/ it-tmien. Ilium bifli nafxi 
tfisser li jkol/ok il-pretenza tal-missier nieqsa fil
familja, qed nipprova nwettaq r-rwol ta' missier 
tajjeb billi nkun ma'w/iedi kemmjista'jkun. 

Ta' liema eta' bdejt, u kif komplejt tinvolvi 
ruhek fin-negozju? 
L-ewwelli ghamilt kien li bdej t nistudja Malta 
gha/1-'accountant'. Meta kont nistudja kont 
uko/1 nahdem. L-ewwel hdimt sitt xhur d
'dockyard', fejn nista' nghid li tghaflimt hafna 
affarijiet. lmbaghad bdejt nahdem rna ' 
kumpanija ta' 1-awdituri, fejn xogh/i kien li 
naghmel 'management accounts' ghat diversi 
kumpaniji. Hemmhekk bdejt nara hafna 
opportunitajiet u kien hemmhekk li bdiet tberren 
fmohhi /-idea li nidhol fin-negozju ta/-familja 
taghna stess. U hekk ghamilt. Tlaqt il-kors li 
kont qed niehu Malta, kif uko/1 ix-xogholli kefli, u 
dhalt gha/1-avventura gdida. Dan gara meta jien 
kefli madwar ghoxrin sena. Oak it-tmien in
negozju ta/-familja kien maqsum bejn dak tal
kugini u dak tal-familja taghna. L-ewwel 

ippruvajna nahdmu n-negozju taghna minghajr 
rna naghmlu divit joni, itda minhabba li nqa/a xi 
dit gwid iddetidejna li jien u hija nixtru s-sehem 
tal-kugini. Li mess lilna kienet il-fabbrika ta' l
ike/. Oak li kien ghadu gej mi/1-generazzjoni ta ' 
qabilna, (vapuri, rabaJ messew kollha /i/1-
kugini. Meta ddetidejna li nwettqu dan if-pass, 
f/-1977, il-kumpanija kienet tipproduti biss 
prodott wiehed, li kienet il-kunserva. Ilium 
ghandna xi tmenin prodott u nesportaw il
'ketchup' fdsatax-il pajjit. Sa ' mi/1-bidu ta' 1-
19 77, jien u hija konna iddetidejna li nidh/u fis
se ttur tar- 'rea l es ta te '. Gha lh ekk 
originarjament, konna nvoluti ftewg setturi, is
settur ta' l-ike/ u dak tar-'real estate '. Xi hames 
snin ilu mbaghad iddetidejna li nidhlu fis-settur 
tar-'retailing'. U kien hemmhekk fejn ghamilna 
1-esperjenza tai-'Crai' u tat-'Tigrija Palazz'. /s
setturi ta ' l-ike/, 'real estate' u 'retailing ', huma 
primarjament it-tliet setturi li ahna ninsabu 
nvoluti fihom. 

Kif thares lejn is-suq Malti? Tahseb li 1-
pajjii:diehel fricessjoni? 
11--gvern pretenti ghandu direzzjoni li nidhlu fi
Unjoni Ewropeja. Ghalhekk ku/1 'policy' li ssir 
qieghda ssir b'tali mod li nimxu lejn dak il-ghan. 
Pero ' irrispettivament nidhlux fi-Unjoni 
Ewropeja jew /e, irridu nirrealittaw li ahna pajjit 
wiehed fid-dinja, u li j ehtieg li ahna nduru mad
dinja u mhux li d-dinja ddur madwarna - ahna 
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tghar wisq. Gha/hekk ku/1 'policy' li ssir trid 
tirrefletti din ir-realta '. Bhalissa fpajjitna 
ghaddej taqlib shih biex minn din il-qoxra li 
qeghdin fijha, nippruvaw naghmlu ekonomija 
aktar miftuha. Dan if-process jrid jsir 
irrispettivament nidhlux fi-Unjoni Ewropeja jew 
/e. Dan ifisser li fku/1 haga li naghmlu rridu 
nikkompetu mad-dinja. /ssa li qed jigri 
fpajjitna huwa li dan t-taqlib fil-mentalita' qed 
igib mieghu 1-incertezza. Min-naha 1-ohra din 1-
incertezza ggib maghha nuqqas ta' 
investiment. U ghalhekk forsi bhalissa nistghu 
nghidu li hawn nuqqas ta' investiment. Pero' 
tgur li dan in-nuqqas ta' investiment ma tistax 
tikklassifikah bhala ricessjoni. Dan minhabba li 
meta 1-ekonomija tkun qed tghaddi minn certu 
ritmu, hija haga naturali li jkun hawn incertezza 
u nuqqas ta' investiment. 

X'vantaggi u zvantaggi ggib maghha il
posizzjoni geografika u 1-fatt li Magro Group 
jinsab centralizzat Ghawdex? 
Li tkun tghir u mdawwar bil-bahar huma tewg 
fatturi li fihom infushom fihom hafna vantaggi. 
Kemm Malta u Ghawdex huma pajjiti tghar u 
a/lura bejn il-kuncett ta' dak li trid taghmel u dak 
li trid twettaq, ser tiehu hafna nqas hin. /1-bahar 
kien u ghadu 1-aqwa mezz ta' trasport. Dan 
minhabba li jiswa 1-inqas flus, u huwa 1-inqas 
mezz li jnigget 1-ambjent. A/lura, jekk ahna 
mdawwrin bil-bahar, dan huwa vantagg uko/1. 
11-hatin u 1-itvantaggi huma ahna li 
nivvintawhom. Noholqu 1-bsaten fir-roti biex 
dawn il-vantaggi ninnewtralizzawhom. 
Etempju ta' dan huwa 1-fatt li 1-ispejjet biex 
ingib 'container' minn Tunes jew 1-/ta/ja 
jinqasmu hekk: terz ta' 1-ispejjet biex jasalli sa' 
Malta, u tewg terzi biex dan il-'container' ingibu 
minn Malta sa' Ghawdex. 

U huwa gha/hekk li nghid li 1-itvantaggi 
nivvintawhom ahna. Jiena ifni 25 sena fi-FO/ u 
din ku/1 sena tirrakomanda biex issir xi haga 
dwar din if-problema. ltda qatt hadd ma 
ghamel xejn biex din if-problema sso/vi ruhha. 
11-verita' hija li 1-po/itikanti jibtghu jittekiljaw din 
if-problema ghax fejn jidhlu /-'port workers' 
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tidho/1-GWU, u gha/hekk din if-problema m'hix 
ha tkun xi haga /i tista' sso/viha m'il/um ghal 
ghada. Li ser jigri huwa li meta ser jinfethu 1-
bibien user inkunu gha/1-pressjoni ta' barra, din 
if-problema ser tikber. U jekk hames snin ilu din 
if-problema kienet importanti, ilium din saret 
urgenti u sentejn ohra ta' bilfors insolvuha, ghax 
inkella ser ikol/na naghlqu kol/ha kemm ahna! 
Hemm btonn li 1-po/itikanti jaffrontaw 1-GWU u 
jghidulhom li jekk m'huma ser jaghmlu xejn, 
dawn il-fabbriki serikol/homjaghalquhom. lssa 
1-gvern ghadu kif habbar programm ta' 3 - 4 snin 
li fihom ahna rridu nkunu 1/iberizzajna 1-
maggoranza ta' 1-industriji hawn · Malta. 
Madanako/lu, kif tista' tilliberalizza meta 
ghandek dawn 1-ankri? lnutli li jien ikolli 1-aqwa 
fabbrika fid-dinja bl-ikbar efficcjenza possibbli, 
jekk jien malli nohrog mi/1-bieb 'il barra 
tghammilli taxxa li tinnewtralizzali 1-efficcjenza 
tal-fabbrika. 

X'beneficci tiehu 1-kumpanija tieghek mill
'lndustrial Development Act'? 
L-'lndustrial Development Act' kien pass ghaqli 
tal-gvern ta' dak it-tmien li sewa hafna biex 
ihajru investiment. Pero' dawn il-pakketti ta' 
inizjattivi kienu tajbin biss ghal ghaxar snin ilu. 
Ilium girien taghna bha/1-Egittu, Marokk, u it
Tunisija ghandhom pakketti biex ihajru 

investiment ferm aqwa minn taghna. Gha/hekk 
il-gvern pretenti ghandu d-dover (aktar u aktar 
iss ali qed is sir il- 'globa/isation J li dan il-pakkett 
ikompli jigi aggornat. Ahna n-negozjanti 
nibbenifikaw mi/1-incentivi li toffri 1-/.D.A., pero' 
tgur lima nistax nghid li jien sodisfatt b'dan. lr
ritmu ta' 1-ekonomija titlob mhux li taghmel 
/egislazzjoni ku/1 ghaxar snin, itda li taghmel 
/egislazzjoni li tassigura li int tkun kompetittiv 
kemm fuq skala tar-regjun li fih int tkun qed 
topera, u kemm fuq skala tar-rea/ta' tad-dinja. 
/nhoss li minhabba dawn il-fatturi, ahna qed 
nibqghu dejjem lura meta mqabbla ma' pajjiti 
ohra. 

Kif ser tigi affettwata 1-kumpanija tieghek 
jekk Malta tid hoi fi-Unjoni Ewropeja? 
Negozjant tajjeb ghandu dejjem ikun preparat li 
ghac-cirkostanzi li jinqelghu u jiehu (;
'challenges' minnhom. Bhala industrijalistjiena 
ghandi 1-obbligu li fuq dak li jiddeciedi 1-poplu 
jiena nsib in-nicec tieghi. Jiena kunfidenti li 
bhalma sibna opportinitajiet fil-passat hekk 
nergghu nsibu opportunitajiet ohrajn. Pero' 
irridu nibdlu /-menta/ita', mhux bil-kliem biss, 
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itda bil-fatti. 11-gvern ghandu d-dover mhux li 
jaghti biss gwida, itda li jibda jwettaq dawn it
tibdiliet. Dwar 1-industriji t-tghar ma nahsibx li 
dawn ser jintlaqtu hatin. Anzi nahseb li dawn 
ser ikunu 1-inqas li ser ikunu affettwati. Dan 
ghaliex kulma ghandu jaghme/1-industrija/ist it
tghir huwa li jaddatta u jibdel il-prodott tieghu 
skond ic-cirkostanzi li jinqelghu (etempju: 
mastrudaxxa jipproduci biss bibien 'tailor
madeJ. Li jbettewni huma /-'medium sized 
industries' li ghandhom fihom certu 
investiment, ghax dawn mhux Ia kemm jibdlu 1-
prodott taghhom m'illum ghal ghada, u dawn 
huma aktar esposti gha/1-pressjonijiet minn 
barra.. Ghalhekk nahseb li 1-gvern ghandu 1-
obb/igu hawnhekk li Iii dawn 1-industriji 
jaghtihom 1-assistenza u ghajnuna mehtiega, 
biex forsi ma jintlaqtux daqshekk hat in. 

X'inhuma 1-ghanijiet tieghek ghall-futur? 
U nara 1-kumpaniji tieghi jkomplu jikbru f suq 
liberalizzat, flimkien ma' t ieda sostanzjali fl
esportazzjoni. Jiena ninsab kunfidenti 
bittejjed li malli naghrfu sew x'inhu r-rwol 
taghna, dawn ghandhom jitdiedu sew uko/1. 
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tghar wisq. Gha/hekk ku/1 'policy' li ssir trid 
tirrefletti din ir-realta '. Bhalissa fpajjitna 
ghaddej taqlib shih biex minn din il-qoxra li 
qeghdin fijha, nippruvaw naghmlu ekonomija 
aktar miftuha. Dan if-process jrid jsir 
irrispettivament nidhlux fi-Unjoni Ewropeja jew 
/e. Dan ifisser li fku/1 haga li naghmlu rridu 
nikkompetu mad-dinja. /ssa li qed jigri 
fpajjitna huwa li dan t-taqlib fil-mentalita' qed 
igib mieghu 1-incertezza. Min-naha 1-ohra din 1-
incertezza ggib maghha nuqqas ta' 
investiment. U ghalhekk forsi bhalissa nistghu 
nghidu li hawn nuqqas ta' investiment. Pero' 
tgur li dan in-nuqqas ta' investiment ma tistax 
tikklassifikah bhala ricessjoni. Dan minhabba li 
meta 1-ekonomija tkun qed tghaddi minn certu 
ritmu, hija haga naturali li jkun hawn incertezza 
u nuqqas ta' investiment. 

X'vantaggi u zvantaggi ggib maghha il
posizzjoni geografika u 1-fatt li Magro Group 
jinsab centralizzat Ghawdex? 
Li tkun tghir u mdawwar bil-bahar huma tewg 
fatturi li fihom infushom fihom hafna vantaggi. 
Kemm Malta u Ghawdex huma pajjiti tghar u 
a/lura bejn il-kuncett ta' dak li trid taghmel u dak 
li trid twettaq, ser tiehu hafna nqas hin. /1-bahar 
kien u ghadu 1-aqwa mezz ta' trasport. Dan 
minhabba li jiswa 1-inqas flus, u huwa 1-inqas 
mezz li jnigget 1-ambjent. A/lura, jekk ahna 
mdawwrin bil-bahar, dan huwa vantagg uko/1. 
11-hatin u 1-itvantaggi huma ahna li 
nivvintawhom. Noholqu 1-bsaten fir-roti biex 
dawn il-vantaggi ninnewtralizzawhom. 
Etempju ta' dan huwa 1-fatt li 1-ispejjet biex 
ingib 'container' minn Tunes jew 1-/ta/ja 
jinqasmu hekk: terz ta' 1-ispejjet biex jasalli sa' 
Malta, u tewg terzi biex dan il-'container' ingibu 
minn Malta sa' Ghawdex. 

U huwa gha/hekk li nghid li 1-itvantaggi 
nivvintawhom ahna. Jiena ifni 25 sena fi-FO/ u 
din ku/1 sena tirrakomanda biex issir xi haga 
dwar din if-problema. ltda qatt hadd ma 
ghamel xejn biex din if-problema sso/vi ruhha. 
11-verita' hija li 1-po/itikanti jibtghu jittekiljaw din 
if-problema ghax fejn jidhlu /-'port workers' 
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tidho/1-GWU, u gha/hekk din if-problema m'hix 
ha tkun xi haga /i tista' sso/viha m'il/um ghal 
ghada. Li ser jigri huwa li meta ser jinfethu 1-
bibien user inkunu gha/1-pressjoni ta' barra, din 
if-problema ser tikber. U jekk hames snin ilu din 
if-problema kienet importanti, ilium din saret 
urgenti u sentejn ohra ta' bilfors insolvuha, ghax 
inkella ser ikol/na naghlqu kol/ha kemm ahna! 
Hemm btonn li 1-po/itikanti jaffrontaw 1-GWU u 
jghidulhom li jekk m'huma ser jaghmlu xejn, 
dawn il-fabbriki serikol/homjaghalquhom. lssa 
1-gvern ghadu kif habbar programm ta' 3 - 4 snin 
li fihom ahna rridu nkunu 1/iberizzajna 1-
maggoranza ta' 1-industriji hawn · Malta. 
Madanako/lu, kif tista' tilliberalizza meta 
ghandek dawn 1-ankri? lnutli li jien ikolli 1-aqwa 
fabbrika fid-dinja bl-ikbar efficcjenza possibbli, 
jekk jien malli nohrog mi/1-bieb 'il barra 
tghammilli taxxa li tinnewtralizzali 1-efficcjenza 
tal-fabbrika. 
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'lndustrial Development Act'? 
L-'lndustrial Development Act' kien pass ghaqli 
tal-gvern ta' dak it-tmien li sewa hafna biex 
ihajru investiment. Pero' dawn il-pakketti ta' 
inizjattivi kienu tajbin biss ghal ghaxar snin ilu. 
Ilium girien taghna bha/1-Egittu, Marokk, u it
Tunisija ghandhom pakketti biex ihajru 
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iss ali qed is sir il- 'globa/isation J li dan il-pakkett 
ikompli jigi aggornat. Ahna n-negozjanti 
nibbenifikaw mi/1-incentivi li toffri 1-/.D.A., pero' 
tgur lima nistax nghid li jien sodisfatt b'dan. lr
ritmu ta' 1-ekonomija titlob mhux li taghmel 
/egislazzjoni ku/1 ghaxar snin, itda li taghmel 
/egislazzjoni li tassigura li int tkun kompetittiv 
kemm fuq skala tar-regjun li fih int tkun qed 
topera, u kemm fuq skala tar-rea/ta' tad-dinja. 
/nhoss li minhabba dawn il-fatturi, ahna qed 
nibqghu dejjem lura meta mqabbla ma' pajjiti 
ohra. 
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nergghu nsibu opportunitajiet ohrajn. Pero' 
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