The Gozitan Student in Malta
iS

Skopri

Self~Service Banking

aktar facli

Self-Service
Banking

komdu
'

E1

Cashlink

[1rJ

TeleBank

ju• l

Direct Credits

8

Direct Debits

[]

Standing Orders

§!]

BOV MasterCard

EJ

BOVVISA

( easv~.Y~ )

M' ghadX hemm ghaHejn issibha difficli biex tiehu hsleb ta' flusek.
Bis ·Self -Service Banking tiskopri gha1la ta' servlzzi II jaqdu l·bzonnijiet bankarji
tieghek b'mod aktar facli, komdu u konvenjenti.

Ghalhekk int fejn lnt u f'kwalunkwe hln, ghandek mod kif
tista' thaddem tfusek kit jghodd ghalik.
Ghal aktar informazzjoni asal wasla sa 1-eqreb lergha tai·Bank ol Valletta.

~~~

W

Bank of Valletta
&Aqwa &mkj'Mutm

C/ra~malnll

I

He was wearing a Manchester United T-shirt which he
seemed to have had on for a couple of days, maybe
since the semi-final match between Manchester and
Juventus. He was sitting on the back seat and had his
satchel right next to him. The bus was full and the only
vacant seat was taken up by the satchel. Half way to
Cirkewwa he decided to offer me his satchel's seat. It
had been one of those days when lectures start at
8.00am and finish at 5.00pm. His smell of sweat, the
noise (the bus was the oldest one you can get) and the
bumps my back (and derriere) had to take were not my
idea of entertainment. The bus stopped at every stage.
I don't know how may; it was too nauseating to count
them all. Any way we ended up missing the ferry and
having to wait for another lousy hour at Cirkewwa.
All this isn't new and the GUG would have liked to make
our lives a bit easier. So together with the Gozo
University Centre Board, we came up with the idea of
having a direct bus on Friday afternoons. Brilliant idea!
Everybody seemed to like it! So we formulated a
questionnaire and sent one to every Gozitan student
attending University. By the closing date, when these
questionnaires were to be returned, I realized that the
scenario I've just described wasn't as familiar as I
thought. Out of around five hundred students, only ten
percent seemed to be bothered by the system.
However I really couldn't come to grips with this answer
so I tried to find another one as to why so few of the
questionnaires were sent back for the necessary
analysis. The other possibility is that Gozitan students
aren't really comfortable the way they are but they are
not really ready to do anything about it. Weil l can tell
you, it is not that easy.
The GUG is made up of a small group of people who
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are willing to make an effort and work to uphold the
aims for which this organization was set up. But this is
not a one way thing. The GUG need the support of a
large majority, if not all, of the students which it
represents. Many students view the GUG as a useless
"thing", but that is what they want to think. All that these
people expect from GUG is to find a way to raise their
accommodation subsidy and to get the travel vouchers
back. OK, considering our financial situation as
students, every cent counts, and we do work to obtain
such benefits for Gozitan students. In fact we have
discussed such issues with the Minister for Gozo.
However, the GUG is notjustthat.
Just as the travel vouchers were removed, a student
phoned me up and asked me what was going to
happen in the meantime. After assuring him that the
travel vouchers were on our agenda, I asked him where
he was when we had a Christmas Party and when we
invited students to donate blood during the Christmas
season. Hejust babbled some excuses and that was it.
The thing is that if students do not participate and
support their organizations, our objectives cannot be
achieved successfully. Notwithstanding all this, the
GUG does not intend to give up. In fact this summer we
will he organizing a half-day seminar which will be
directed at second year post-secondary students, the
theme being the integration of the Gozitan student in
University and the so-called "new lifestyle".
It is necessary to understand the importance of a
student body such as the GUG. We need someone
who will be able to represent us before the necessary
authorities and therefore we must be ready to support it
all the way through.
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