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1998/99 Callln~a~ 

from the 
University 
Gozo Centre 

The Gozo Centre is a University Institute, run by a 
Board. The Centre is currently directed by Professor 
Uno Briguglio. In 1998 it was administered by Mr 
George Aquilina, and more recently by Mr Wally 
Terribile, assisted by Ms Una Buttigieg, and Mr Ray 
Agius. 

The Gozo Centre organizes several Degree and 
Diploma courses. The following are some of the 
courses organised: 
• Course leading to BA: In November, 28 students 

graduated, and a new BA course started in 
October 1998. 

• Course leating to Diploma in Commerce. This 
was completed in March 1998 and 19 students 
received their Diploma in November. A new 
Diploma course started in October 1998. 

• Course leading to Diploma in Educational 
Administration and Management. There are 31 
students in this course which will be completed in 
1999. 

• A three-year course leading to the Advanced 
Level certificate in Lace Making of the London 
City and Guilds Examination. The second year 
commenced in October 1998. 

The Centre also runs a number of short courses on 
various subjects. In 1998, Certificate Courses were 
offered in Social Care Work, Prevention of Substance 
Abuse, Financial Markets, Systems of Knowledge, 
Environmental Studies, and Computer Applications. 
This Academic Year a number of new courses have 
been introduced, including, certificate courses in 
Basis of Medicine, Public Administration, and Social 
Care. 

Public lectures and seminars are also held at the 
Centre. The Lowenbrau Seminar Series have become 
an annual event. Last year the topic was "Education in 
Gozo: Issues and Prospects", whereas at the latest 
one, held in April1999, the topic was "Older Persons in 
the Maltese Islands, with special reference to Gozo". 
Other seminars have included one on "The Euro and 
Maltese Business (November 1998), and more 
recently on Atmospheric Pollution and the 
Environment (April 1999). 

There were also a number of public lectures, including 
that by Professor David Milne on "Constraints faced 
by Small Jurisdictions (February, 1998). 

The Centre also holds a number of social and cultural 
activities . These have included: 
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• A music evening (August 1998) which attracted a 
very large audience and was given good reviews 
in the press. It consisted of performances 
accompanied by commentaries on Jazz, Blues, 
Rock and Reggae, 

• A social evening organized during the Christmas 
vacation for lecturers and members of staff of the 
Gozo Centre, 

• Lace Day held o May 31998, 
• Thanksgiving Mass and reception in November 

1998, on the occasion of the graduation of 
students who followed the BA and the Diploma 
Courses in Gozo. 

Current Courses at the Gozo Centre: 
Course NumberofStudents 
B.A. (General) 29 
Diploma in Commerce 10 

Systems of Knowledge 
Information Technology 
Environmental Science 
Diploma in Education 

Short Courses 
Basis of Medicine 
Public Ad ministration 
Social Care 
European Union & Malta 
Computer Applications 
Financial Markets 
Proficiency in Insurance 
Lace Programme 
3EU 
Carers training Programme 

[*Projected number of students.]. 

77 
27 
22 
31 

36 
25 
30* 
12* 
24* 
12* 
24* 
18 
15* 
68 
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0 l de r Persons 
• 1n the Maltese Islands 

Every year as Spring approaches over the Gozitan 
landscape, we have come to expect the contribution 
which the Gozo University Centre, together with 
Lowenbrau prepare for us in the form of a seminar on a 
topic of interest to the Gozitan community. This year was 
no exception, and on the 

themselves have to say about their needs and 
requirements. In particular, he said, there should be 
adequate preparation for retirement. And it is here that the 
University can play a significant role in organising courses 
for persons of 'the third age'. 

8th April the topic was 
"Older Persons in the 
Maltese Islands with 
special reference to Gozo". 

8th APRIL 1999 
He also mentioned the 
requirement for recreation 
centres for the elderly, 
including social clubs and 
day centres. Every village 
should boast of facilities 
which cater for the leisure 
hours. 

That ageing is a major 
issue in today's society is 
no surprise. The Minister 
for Gozo , the Hon 
Giovanna Debono, the 
Parliamentary Secretary in 
the Ministry for Social 
Policy, The Hon Antoine 
Mifsud Bonnici, as well as 
the Rector of the University, Professor Roger Ellul­
Micallef emphasised the various issues raised by an 
ageing community. In Gozo, the problem of increasing 
numbers of aged persons is compounded through a 
number of factors, including the reduced birth rate, as well 
as the considerable number of persons (including 
migrants) who choose to retire in Gozo. The proportion of 
persons aged 60 and over has now reached over 19% 
(and 22% for females). In less than a decade one-quarter 
of the population ofGozo will be above this age. 

In his speech, the general manager of Lowenbrau 
Brewery, Dr Paul Debattista emphasized the need for a 
comprehensive structural plan to address all the needs of 
the elderly. We have to listen to what the elderly 

Dr James Ca ll eja , 
Chairman of the Maltese 
National Focal Point for the 
International Year of Older 
Persons of the Ministry for 

Social Policy spoke about the United Nations and the 
Elderly. Referring to the theme for 1999 "Towards a 
Society for All Ages" and its implications for Gozo, he took 
the view that " ageing is a sustainable phenomenon as 
long as a culture change is brought about within specific 
socio-economic, political and cultural parameters." He 
expected that one role for the Local Councils would be to 
"empower older persons to remain active in society." This 
could be achieved through assignment on a voluntary 
basis of specific responsibilities which "would keep the 
individual person close to the centre of society" and 
prevent marginalisation and institutionalisation. 

Mr George Said, lecturer in Statistics at the University of 
Malta compared the proportion of aged persons in Gozo 
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