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The Gozo Tourism Association in its newsletter summarises the tourist 
situation in Gozo during 1998 and 1999, based on information furnished 
by the management of the hotels and guesthouses, and obtained provided 
by the Ministry for Gozo. There was an increase of just under 30% 
during the year, from a total of 56,732 in 1998, to 73577 in 1999 -
inclusive of both local and foreign tourists. (see graph) 

As is to be expected, the number of both local and foreign visitors 
reaches its peak in the summer period of July to September, with much 
smaller number arriving in the first and last quarter. 

http://www .gozo.com/ugc/vol1 no4/tourism.htm 16/05/01 
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Perhaps more significantly to the hotel industry is the fact that the 
number of bed-nights increased 36 % (from 184,831 to 252,060) The 
occupancy rate was 31.17% for 1998 and 36.64% for 1999. Occupancy 
by local persons accounts for 27% of the total occupancy rates, ie. more 
than a quarter of the beds in hotels in Gozo are occupied by local 
(Maltese) visitors. 

These figures shows that there is still a long way to go before anywhere 
near full occupancy rates are achieved. The relative value of foreign to 
local tourist" trade, and to the economy of Gozo in general remains to be 
determined. It is the general impression, that, hotels apart, it is the local 
visitor from Malta that provides the bulk of the tourist trade in Gozo. 
This seems to be the overwhelming impression one gets when looking at 
the restaurant patronage on a Saturday evening. 

To be noted that these figure apply only to tourists who stayed in Gozo 
overnight, and does not include day trippers to Gozo, (local or foreign). 
It also does not include those who stayed in self-catering establishments. 
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