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11-Melliefla 1918 -1920 

Raflal in-Nagflag u 1-Laqmijiet 
Jimmy Muscat 

Is-Sekiu 18 
Unud miii-Manuskritti tas-Santwarju tal-Madonna tai­
Melliena jixntu dawl estensiv fuq aspett differenti ta' 
1-istorja ta' 1-istess Santwarju, jigifieri dak li kien jinvolvi 
1-kiri tan-nagnag Iii nies privatiC1). Kien isir kuntratt 
bejn il-prokuratur tas-Santwarju, jigifieri dik il-persuna 
li kienet tienu nsieb il-parti materjali tat-tmexxija tas­
Santwarju, u persuni privati biex ikunu jistgnu jiendu 
dawn in-nagnag gnal sena jew aktar. Huma kienu 
jiendu 1-nalib, gbejniet u affarijiet onra minn dawn 
in-nagnag fuq nlas miftiehem. 

\....~ ;:'\ _____,... 

~~raieo ~_J,'~ : P~w~ J "' :!'1-q , ._.. . ~. __ --:__ _, 

x.~~v::(e,_· fi,..&iJimo ?..-~.--~ 
d~ -><,;di o c-co..__~·ono~w 

z;l!_ l}v--b'd&- tJ-.; ./Y:oJ;?-.}"'_t:.eo>'~ e.#66. 
d<!-~ C/v'I UW ~;;,ft/'tJ'd-.G-,:_/,: A_ 

:J: ... J'.f_Y'""- - t. 

:JJR'--12-..£_ 2?t>-J~ '";JJJ '7tj.----;rn 8"::. 8': 
-:.Af/.'; ... 0~ 

'izo ~JA<VU· -y~ /'7" ---:;,'2._. ':~"-"""'·~ __ 
Q..d .5-'atf'~ ~~.-L c.w ~ ~:: -;r-w 

,A .71}-· .£':1',._.; -----
... _£cU#J'I ....... · y~ .JU':t" .J~~· ~· .,__"/ .e. ~a:t-.,· 

- -- p.· ')~ S, ·...@'-1'•""'< f,; ' "-~ --!,,.,..._ U~-- ---------:-'- -- ----:; v. + - 8-Q, 
- . ,-4 {76- .,;;./ /-"-"'· -
~~_a;J.-('~._.._..,.·J-~ 
~ -rt4- J"rf-"' ~-· r~' 
.d4---J; j-;_ ~ ~$" ~, '"~~ 6...~~ 
~~-,...,_~-~¢~,.;.~.-L.i .. _ ~,, 
~ «D ,./'_~ p<-,h.._;. ~· k&." ,1~- r-"~ / 
~~~~~~-~-- -~-- •..J.• 
~ :VI- -g.;:;. l'i'YJ . - - -

d-P...,.'~ ~ -~-~.,._ 
£,·.'--' -~ .1~ "?;~-.: ~ #/-#0 /: ,_JJ: 
-J:.· ;:;:;;v .... ~---,__vo ~ ---~ __:-""'"""' ' ,-. 
',;((,;..- /.' -!) ·41"' "' ;.-,.,._.- - --- ---t? • 

• - _• . ' . ~-;,:>c, /I<Mji, M.1_- ,-" ' 
~ .•.•. , .lf" · /. -

v"Jl~· "':S•v"i.N 9~ _,-.. ..._~ ~',..;,( ~,' ~""' /' ' 
· · .- ~ -- · ·• ;;; -~ u..o :is' 4~,._,~ )1.·,..---7 o- • 

- ...:... fl~~.,.;~ ..u· ~M:. - v · .. ~ -t:r 
-- ' } • _A-.3- d~ /':!:17- -- - -
. "".-.;; 4 ... ~,_,_- w ~ f .;,""'"" ~ ..J;l 6-: 

v - - /: --- - ' - . - :::7 
J'-' 0-iJ~~l.:~ ~ 

- A · /· --~~-./,3.;:-;:_. - • - ~<,.)),'~~...,; 
'/P.l'~ "¥' ............--- ....-.. ._ _; I' -.. -~'~-::~r~._...,.... £;.-:r:-"··~4-~ -~- "'" - . 

-. At::i;..'~~--:-·- -·-- · ~ - 12 - 2... -8': -r-..· 
- ' - - .. , _ ,._ ;;.,~_4.J .... ~df.; -

Sa mill-1769 insibu li certu Giovanni VellaC2) minn 
Selmun kieri inallas lis-Santwarju, nhar 1-Gnid ii-Kbir, 
is-somma ta' 8 Skudi u 8 lrbiegni ta' 1 3-il nagnga, 
waqt li Giuseppe CamilleriC3) min-Naxxar kien inallas, 
nhar Santa Marija, Skud u 4 lrbiegnl ta' 2 nagngiet. 

Dawn il-kirjiet tan-nagnag mis-Santwarju jidher 
li baqgnu gnaddejjin sew bejn 1-1 770 u 1-1878 u 
x'aktarx aktar tard ukoll u nsibu nies, 1-aktar miii­
Mosta, Naxxar, Gargur, Gnawdex u t=tal Lija li kienu 
jikru dawn in-nagnag gnall-uzu personali tagnhom u 
tal-familji tagnhom. 11-nlas tal-kirjiet kien ivarja bejn 
10 lrbiegniC4) u Skud u 8 lrbiegniC5) kull ras fis-sena, 
jiddependi wkoll is-sena li tkun. 11-nlasijiet kienu 

jigu ffissati li jitnallsu jew jagnlqu f'xi festa kbira tai­
Knisja bnal 1-Gnid ii-Kbir, nhar Santa Marija fil-15 ta' 
AwwissuC6l , jew nhar 1-lmnarja. Nistgnu ngnidu li d­
drawwa li dawn il-nlasijiet isiru fil-festi kienet gejja sa 
minn zmien ii-Medjo Evo, meta nafna mill-qbiela ta' 
1-artijiet u r-raba' kienu jitnallsu fil-festi msemmija fuq 
u wkoll fii-Karnival, gnal San Martin, fii-Milied u f'xi 
festi onraCl) . 

Nistgnu ngnidu li din id-drawwa jew gibda lejn 
it-trobbija tan-nagnag baqgnet toktor, u peress li 
1-parti .1-kbira tai-Mellinin kienu bdiewa jew jgnixu 
mir-raba', kwazi kull familja kellha dik in-nagnga jew 
tnejn u xi mognza wkoll. Fir-rapport tac-censiment 
ta' 1-1911 u I-1912C8l dwar 1-agrikoltura, li kienu jigbru 
fihom dettalji kemm dwar prodotti tar-raba' kif ukoll 
in-numru ta' annimali, insibu li f'dawn is-sentejn fi i­
Melliena kien hawn 509 nagnag u 416-il mognza 
u 520 nagnga u 402 mognoz rispettivament, barra 
zwiemel, bgnula, nmir, gniedes u nniezer. Fis-sentejn 
imsemmija, meta 1-popolazzjoni tai-Melliena kienet 
madwar 2500 runC9)-, minkejja c-cokon tagnha, ii­
Melliena kienet tinsab fost 1-ewwel erba' bliet u rnula 
Maltin f'dak li kien numru ta' nagnag . 

ls-Snin 1918 --1920 
Fl-1914 jidher li 1-Gvern kien nareg Notifika, jew speCi 
ta' ligi, numru 226, biex issir registrazzjoni ta' dawn 
1-annimali nalli hekk ikunu jistgnu jsiru aktar kontrolli u 
spezzjonijiet mill-pulizija, 1-aktar minnabba 1-biza' ta' xi 
mard. F'dokument-manuskrittC10), bla qoxra u bla isem, 
ta' bejn 1-1918-1920, jew anjar parti minnu, insibu 
rregistrati nafna familji Mellinin. Huma kienu gew 
mitluba biex jagntu isimhom, kunjomhom, il-laqam 
tal-familja, in-numru ta' nagnag, ta' mognoz u 1-isem 
tat-triq. Fl-annar hemm imnizzel imbagnad id-data u 
1-nin ta' meta tkun saret 1-ispezzjoni miii-Pulizija. Jidher 
li kien jjnzamm rapport kull xahar u mbagnad dawn 
kienu jigu ffirmati, x'aktarx mis-Surgent jew Spettur, 
f'Marzu u f'Awwissu ta' kull sena. 

Sfortunatament dan il-parti-manuskritt fih biss 
minn pagna 11 0 sa 21 0, izda dawn il-pagni jagntuna 
stampa verament nostalgika ta' dak li kienet ii­
Melliena kwazi 90 sena ilu. Wiened irid imur lura gnat­
toroq kollha trab, b'dawk il-nafna nagnag u mognoz 
li kien jigbor ir-rannal minn kull familja biex imur 
jirgnahom fix-xagnri madwar ii-Melliena. Kien jibda 
jdur it-toroq, u tnejn, tnejn jew tlieta, tlieta jigborlok 
mernla mdaqqsa. Ejjew bnalu nduru dawra ma' 
dawk it-toroq li jinsabu f'dan il-manuskritt u naraw 
ftit Iii min kien inabbat gnal dawn 1-imberkin nagnag 
u mognoz. Tinsewx, ninsabu fl-1918. Zgur li ftit 
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baqa', jekk baqa', xi liadd 
minn dawn in-nies li se 
nsemmu flimkien mal-laqam 
taglihom, izda zgur li baqa' 
tfal jew qraba taglihom. 11-
laqmijiet ktibthom kif jidhru 
fil-manuskritt. 

Strada Cimitero, ilium 
Triq ii-Parrocca: Simeone 
Borg Tat Tonti, Caterina 
Muscat To' t=faiina, Giovanna 
Butigieg Tas-Sargu, Vittoria 
Caruana To Sufa, Maria 
Butigieg Tal Bezghier, Andrea 
Borg To Obos, Giovanni 
Mifsud To Martin. 

Strada Reale, ilium 
Triq ii-Kbira/Gorg Borg 
Olivier: Paolo Vella Tal Blay, 
Salvatore Butigieg Tas Sargu, 
Giuseppe Scuereb To Zued, 
Giuseppe Sammut Liscarpan, 
Antonio/Grazio Vella To Felic 
Tannar, Carmelo Borg Tar 
Rapti, Antonia/Giuseppe 
Scuereb To Suffara, Giuseppe 
Vella To Ruman, Giuseppe 
Cutajar Tal Buzeknin, Filippo 
Bartolo Taz Zicchin, Carmelo 
Galea To jahbat, Vittorio 
Scuereb Tal Hatar, Giuseppe 
Cini To Perin, Concetta 
Scuereb To Cerkes, Carmelo 
Cutajar To Giagu, Salvatore 
Mifsud Tal Furnara. 

Strada Parroco, 
ilium Triq ii-Kappillan 
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Magri: Angelo Muscat Tal Fanali, Carmelo Vella To 
Cerkes, Raffaele Debono Tal Poi Poi, Maria Vella To 
Zakkubaida, Vittoria Vella Tal Penc. Francesco Scerri To 
Gfiaineja, Francesco Sammut To Marzu, Andrea Vella 
Tal Morelli, Lorenzo Bartolo Tal Pic. 

Strada Antico Mulino, ilium Triq ii-Mitfma 
1-Qadima: Giuseppe Grima Tal Kablu, Maria Grima 
To Belula, Vittoria Mifsud To Gianni to Lgfiadira. 

Strada Snajn, ilium Triq Snajjin: Angelo 
Sammut To Marzu, Salvatore/Andrea Vella To Cerches, 
Lorenzo Borg Tal Bazet, Paolo Vella To Zeppu tal 
Chiefer, Maria Sammut Taz Zebbugi. 

Strada Nuovo Molino, ilium Triq ii-Mitfma 
1-Gdida: Giuseppe Fenech Tar Rossu, Vincenzo Gauci 
To Peppinu, Michele Vella To Zakkubaida, Salvatore/ 
Pietro Calleja To Persenca, Michele Butigieg Tal Lila, 
Giuseppe Borg To Pietru to' Menger, Vittoria Cutajar 
Tas Sufu, Giacomo Muscat To Pasuillina, Giuseppe 
Caruana To Pasuella, Gio Maria Bartolo Tal Mignis. 

Strada Tramontana, ilium Triq it­
Tramuntana: Giovanni Cini Bajjadan, Felice/Francesco 
Fenech Tar Russu, Tereza Buttigieg Tal Lila, Giuseppe 
Calleja To Persenca, Carmelo Gauci To Dahru, Carmelo 
Bartolo Tal Vapur, Pacifico Borg To Gfiobos. 

Strada Settima, ilium Triq San Publju: 
Vincenzo Sammut II Burkax, Andrea Gauci Tad Debba. 

Strada Mezzodi', ilium Triq Nofsinhar: 
Giuseppe Grech To Zamzam. 

Strada Decima, ilium Triq San Pawl: 
Giuseppe Buttigieg Tal Lila, Andrea Fenech To Korka. 

Strada Croce, ilium Triq Tas-Salib: Carmelo 
Cauchi Tan Nakni. 

lmbagliad insibu dawn ii-Contradi, jew lnliawi: 
San Niclau: Carmelo Gauci II Kikki 
Ballut: Giuseppe Grima To Francesco to Gaha '. 
Mizieb: Clementa Galea Tax Xirfa. 
Kammih: Giuseppe Borg To Randa 
Blata: Antonio Borg Tal ·cbir, Gio Maria Vella Tal 
Ghauci. 
Ghain Zeituna: Carmelo Attard To Kaila, Giuseppe 
Borg Tan Niges. . 
Kasam Barrani: Vincenzo Gauci To 
Randa. 
Ghainznuber: Gio Maria Debono To 
Beccuna 
Manicata: Gio Maria Vella To Claud, Paolo 
Dimech To Xorxor, Giuseppe Vella Tal 
Majjesa. 
Selmun: Gio Maria Sammut To Peppi Tas 
Sold, Vincenzo Vella Tan Nar, Agostino/ 
Giuseppe Micallef Tal Gellux, Agostino Borg 
Tas Signur, Giuseppe Vella To Antonio to 
Lauci. 

Kif ga gliedna, peress li 1-manuskritt fih 
liafna pagni neqsin, ma gliandniex stampa 
cara tal-familji kollha Melliliin u 1-annimali 
li kienu jrabbu u ji:ommu fi djarhom stess. 
11-bicca 1-kbira ta' dawk imsemmija fuq kien 
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ikollhom bejn wielied u ielior minn 2 sa 4 nagligiet 
jew moglii:iet. ]ispikkaw xi ftit Giuseppe Caruana To 
Pasuella, Lorenzo Bartolo Tal Pic, Carmelo Gauci II 
Kikki, Giuseppe Borg To Randa. Giuseppe Buttigieg Tal 
Lila, Giuseppe Calleja To Persenca u Gio Maria Vella 
To Claud li bejn wielied u ielior kellhom bejn 5 u 9 
annimali kull wielied. 

lnteressanti wkoll naraw il-laqmijiet Melliliin. 
Kienu jei:istu liafna u liafna aktar laqmijiet minn dawn 
li jidhru f'dan il-parti-manuskritt. Uliud minnhom 
spiccaw glial kollox, ii:da olirajn gliadhom xi ftit 
komuni u maglirufin sallum specjalment ma' dawk li 
gliandhom 'il fuq minn 50 sena. 

Kwadru sabin imi:ewwaq b'i:ewg elementi, dak 
tal-prei:enza ta' tant nagliag u moglioi: kwai:i f'kull dar 
fii-Mellielia u 1-ielior tal-laqmijiet tal-familji Melliliin. 
Kull laqam gliandu jkun ta' unur gliall-individwu gliax 
waqt li jiddistingwih minn olirajn ta' razza olira, fl-istess 
liin jgliaqqdu f'certa intimita' ma' membri olira li jigu 
minnu. Sa ftit snin ilu 1-laqmijiet kienu referenza liafifa 
glial min qed ifittex Iii xi liadd jew jibni arblu tar-razza. 
Ilium, sfortunatament, dawn qed jintilfu u bliad-djalett 
Mellielii u n-nagliag u 1-moglioi: ta' 1-imglioddi gliad 
jisparixxu glial kollox. ]ibqa' biss referenza glialihom 
fil-kitba, blialma nsibu fil-manu skritti tai-Parrocca 
tai-Mellielia, fejn, sa mill-1844, kull kappillan kien 
jiktibhom bir-reqqa biex isir jaf il-parruccani tiegliu 
sew. Tajjeb kieku 'I quddiem naglimlu wkoll studju fuq 
1-aktar laqmijiet antiki tai-Mellielia. 
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