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ll-Mellieha 1918 -1920
Rahal in-Naghag u l-Lagmijiet

Jimmy Muscat

Is-Seklu 18

Uhud mill-Manuskritti tas-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-
Mellieha jixhtu dawl estensiv fuq aspett differenti ta’
l-istorja ta’ I-istess Santwariju, jigifieri dak li kien jinvolvi
I-kiri tan-naghag lil nies privati®”. Kien isir kuntratt
bejn il-prokuratur tas-Santwariju, jigifieri dik il-persuna
li kienet tiehu hsieb il-parti materjali tat-tmexxija tas-
Santwarju, u persuni privati biex ikunu jistghu jiehdu
dawn in-naghag ghal sena jew aktar. Huma kienu
jiehdu I-halib, gbejniet u affarijiet ohra minn dawn
in-naghag fuq hlas miftiehem.

%zyﬁi}o {Dg/ e fz.co;/ﬁ—
| WP

J(zwwm}’% 2Ll Gt Grao /Dzjfﬁnm +
| Deag sclds 0z20 e mowE 0220 wre

2 (f/lké'e.%—r(l Ao J.?./ccorz; BT
QQ,W axcor oy.nio/ﬁ'/tpyaﬁlf:' A

TUE.

Losyznon. %
jj,aa/»a_’”c ipagw’bdl 7{2—7 S=5=
A 1y 0675,

57 warns 7/.:24{: //13-70' ;4 of# ‘sﬁé".m . o
= Quée {/t/aféﬂ %/mmw/mw'7 ?) = ‘&)':8-(’7

‘24 Srwyns 1774
i é
. = & S LAt Ao, s
ia:aw" Z%"{_J’/’dt %}g"ﬂ‘w e R .
g B SNBSS w0 8O,
s el e
it > A3 ab. samesrM
% Ao A - S e
L powsniines Tepache obte bl T et
o inclgi #re sguells- adsfests T Wd(:f:am
o e e e
Zso /
fW«mMM _:v,fﬁﬂ;w/
Eidae, v SBL -AWO/H i et et
Y VS elars T ,
i sle Jcasiqbw;&wan-%gyk 4
3 e Qs Mf/lwhf ‘Pi = o

& .

- X
* Y b'\

N e g7 T
i 4 : ;
T Bigs . Magsie 775 b
v Mol g glogl O Fme.
/‘7:5 M‘gﬁ:;f"iqd»{a:“&u;{ 5.‘{‘/« S peioriy & .
S SR T - <
3 2z LS @ . ~
A “ﬁmwm & pesnns For /,xj ¥ o s

- * /"'l;
Vo 3o conie, 2 o

e CLRRIIEGT  e R o s

. 2 ‘%;ﬂ i Y

4‘"‘/'-7"‘“;“ mgo?/:/a:w LA R ehn S #s- f &

s e/ S S ety D - A T

e I 9 e i s “ogh -

x4

Sa mill-1769 insibu i certu Giovanni Vella® minn
Selmun kien ihallas lis-Santwarju, nhar I-Ghid il-Kbir,
is~somma ta’ 8 Skudi u 8 Irbieghi ta’ 13-il naghga,
wagt li Giuseppe Camilleri® min-Naxxar kien ihallas,
nhar Santa Marija, Skud u 4 Irbieghl ta’ 2 naghgiet.

Dawn il-kirjiet tan-naghag mis-Santwarju jidher
li bagghu ghaddejjin sew bejn [-1770 u |-1878 u
x'aktarx aktar tard ukoll u nsibu nies, l-aktar mill-
Mosta, Naxxar, Gargur, Ghawdex u Hal Lija li kienu
jikru dawn in-naghag ghall-uzu personali taghhom u
tal-familji taghhom. Il-hlas tal-kirjiet kien ivarja bejn
10 Irbieghi® u Skud u 8 Irbieghi® kull ras fis-sena,
dependi wkoll is-sena li tkun. ll-hlasijiet kienu

jigu ffissati li jithallsu jew jaghlqu f'xi festa kbira tal-
Knisja bhal I-Ghid il-Kbir, nhar Santa Marija fil-15 ta’
Awwissu® , jew nhar I-Imnarja. Nistghu nghidu li d-
drawwa li dawn il-hlasijiet isiru fil-festi kienet gejja sa
minn zmien il-Medjo Evo, meta hafna mill-gbiela ta’
[-artijiet u r-raba’ kienu jithallsu fil-festi msemmija fuq
u wkoll fil-Karnival, ghal San Martin, fil-Milied u f'xi
festi ohra® .

Nistghu nghidu li din id-drawwa jew gibda lejn
it-trobbija tan-naghag baqghet toktor, u peress li
[-parti |-kbira tal-Mellihin kienu bdiewa jew jghixu
mir-raba’, kwazi kull familja kellha dik in-naghga jew
tnejn u xi moghza wkoll. Fir-rapport tac-censiment
ta’ 1-1911 u I-1912® dwar I-agrikoltura, li kienu jigbru
fihom dettalji kemm dwar prodotti tar-raba’ kif ukoll
in-numru ta’ annimali, insibu li f'dawn is-sentejn fil-
Mellieha kien hawn 509 naghag u 416-il moghza
u 520 naghga u 402 moghoz rispettivament, barra
zwiemel, bghula, hmir, gniedes u hniezer. Fis-sentejn
imsemmija, meta |-popolazzjoni tal-Mellieha kienet
madwar 2500 ruh®-, minkejja ¢-cokon taghha, il-
Mellieha kienet tinsab fost I-ewwel erba’ bliet u rhula
Maltin f'dak li kien numru ta’ naghag.

Is-Snin 1918 --1920

FI-1914 jidher li I-Gvern kien hareg Notifika, jew speci
ta’ ligi, numru 226, biex issir registrazzjoni ta’ dawn
[-annimali halli hekk ikunu jistghu jsiru aktar kontrolli u
spezzjonijiet mill-pulizija, I-aktar minhabba I-biza" ta’ xi
mard. F'dokument-manuskritt'?, bla qoxra u bla isem,
ta’ bejn 1-1918-1920, jew ahjar parti minnu, insibu
rregistrati hafna familji Mellihin. Huma kienu gew
mitluba biex jaghtu isimhom, kunjomhom, il-lagam
tal-familja, in-numru ta’ naghag, ta’ moghoz u l-isem
tat-trig. Fl-ahhar hemm imnizzel imbaghad id-data u
I-hin ta’ meta tkun saret |-ispezzjoni mill-Pulizija. Jidher
li kien jinzamm rapport kull xahar u mbaghad dawn
kienu jigu ffirmati, x“aktarx mis-Surgent jew Spettur,
f'Marzu u f’Awwissu ta’ kull sena.

Sfortunatament dan il-parti-manuskritt fih biss
minn pagna 110 sa 210, izda dawn il-pagni jaghtuna
stampa verament nostalgika ta’ dak li kienet il-
Mellieha kwazi 90 sena ilu. Wiehed irid imur lura ghat-
torog kollha trab, b’dawk il-hafna naghag u moghoz
li kien jigbor ir-rahhal minn kull familja biex imur
jirghahom fix-xaghri madwar il-Mellieha. Kien jibda
jdur it-torog, u tnejn, tnejn jew tlieta, tlieta jigborlok
merhla mdaqggsa. Ejjew bhalu nduru dawra ma’
dawk it-toroq li jinsabu f’dan il-manuskritt u naraw
ftit lil min kien ihabbat ghal dawn I-imberkin naghag
u moghoz. Tinsewx, ninsabu fl-1918. Zgur li ftit
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Magri: Angelo Muscat Tal Fanali, Carmelo Vella Ta
Cerkes, Raffaele Debono Tal Pai Pai, Maria Vella Ta
Zakkubaida, Vittoria Vella Tal Penc. Francesco Scerri Ta
Ghaineja, Francesco Sammut Ta Marzu, Andrea Vella
Tal Marelli, Lorenzo Bartolo Tal Pic. ‘

Strada Antico Mulino, illum Triq il-Mithna
I-Qadima: Giuseppe Grima Tal Kablu, Maria Grima
Ta Belula, Vittoria Mifsud Ta Gianni ta Lghadira.

Strada Snajn, illum Triq Snajjin: Angelo
Sammut Ta Marzu, Salvatore/Andrea Vella Ta Cerches,
Lorenzo Borg Tal Bazet, Paolo Vella Ta Zeppu tal
Chiefer, Maria Sammut Taz Zebbugi.

Strada Nuovo Molino, illum Triq il-Mithna
I-Gdida: Giuseppe Fenech Tar Rossu, Vincenzo Gauci
Ta Peppinu, Michele Vella Ta Zakkubaida, Salvatore/
Pietro Calleja Ta Persenca, Michele Butigieg Tal Lila,
Giuseppe Borg Ta Pietru ta’ Menger, Vittoria Cutajar
Tas Sufu, Giacomo Muscat Ta Pasuillina, Giuseppe
Caruana Ta Pasuella, Gio Maria Bartolo Tal Mignis.

Strada Tramontana, illum Triq it-
Tramuntana: Giovanni Cini Bajjaddn, Felice/Francesco
Fenech Tar Russu, Tereza Buttigieg Tal Lila, Giuseppe
Calleja Ta Persenca, Carmelo Gauci Ta Dahru, Carmelo
Bartolo Tal Vapur, Pacifico Borg Ta Ghobos.

Strada Settima, illum Triq San Publju:
Vincenzo Sammut // Burkax, Andrea Gauci Tad Debba.

Strada Mezzodi’, illum Triq Nofsinhar:
Giuseppe Grech Ta Zamzam.

Strada Decima, illum Trlq San Pawl:
Giuseppe Buttigieg Tal Lila, Andrea Fenech Ta Korka.

Strada Croce, illum Triq Tas-Salib: Carmelo
Cauchi Tan Nakni.

Imbaghad insibu dawn il-Contradi, jew Inhawi:
San Niclau: Carmelo Gauci /I Kikki
Ballut: Giuseppe Grima Ta Francesco ta Gaha'.
Mizieb: Clementa Galea Tax Xirfa.

Kammih: Giuseppe Borg Ta Randa

Blata: Antonio Borg Tal Cbir, Gio Maria Vella Tal
Ghauci.

Ghain Zeituna: Carmelo Attard Ta Kaila, Giuseppe
Borg Tan Niges.
Kasam Barrani:
Randa.
Gh‘ainznuber: Gio Maria Debono Ta

Vincenzo Gauci Ta

RESIDENTIAL

ikollhom bejn wiehed u iehor minn 2 sa 4 naghgiet
jew moghziet. Jispikkaw xi ftit Giuseppe Caruana Ta
Pasuella, Lorenzo Bartolo Tal Pic, Carmelo Gauci //
Kikki, Giuseppe Borg Ta Randa. Giuseppe Buttigieg Tal
Lila, Giuseppe Calleja Ta Persenca u Gio Maria Vella
Ta Claud li bejn wiehed u iehor kellhom bejn 5 u 9
annimali kull wiehed.

Interessanti wkoll naraw il-lagmijiet Mellihin.
Kienu jezistu hafna u hafna aktar lagmijiet minn dawn
li jidhru f’dan il-parti-manuskritt. Uhud minnhom
spiccaw ghal kollox, izda ohrajn ghadhom xi ftit
komuni u maghrufin sallum specjalment ma’ dawk li
ghandhom ‘il fug minn 50 sena.

Kwadru sabih imzewwaq b’zewg elementi, dak
tal-prezenza ta’ tant naghag u moghoz kwazi f'kull dar
fil-Mellieha u I-iehor tal-lagmijiet tal-familji Mellifin.
Kull lagam ghandu jkun ta” unur ghall-individwu ghax
wagqt i jiddistingwih minn ohrajn ta’ razza ohra, fl-istess
hin jghaqqdu f'¢erta intimita’ ma’ membri ohra li jigu
minnu. Sa ftit snin ilu I-lagmijiet kienu referenza hafifa
ghal min ged ifittex lil xi hadd jew jibni arblu tar-razza.
lllum, sfortunatament, dawn ged jintilfu u bhad-djalett
Melliehi u n-naghag u I-moghoz ta’ I-imghoddi ghad
jisparixxu ghal kollox. Jibga’ biss referenza ghalihom
fil-kitba, bhalma nsibu fil-manuskritti tal-Parrocca
tal-Mellieha, fejn, sa mill-1844, kull kappillan kien
jiktibhom bir-reqga biex isir jaf il-parruccani tieghu
sew. Tajjeb kieku ‘I quddiem naghmiu wkoll studju fug
l-aktar lagmijiet antiki tal-Mellieha.
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