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LIL DUN MIKIEL XERRI

Ta K. VASSALLO

Dun Karm, l-aqgwa poeta ta’ dil-Gzira,
gassis Zebbugi bhalek
u bhal siehbek Saver—wiehed mid-‘Disgha
tal-Ghagda’ mal-Francizi,
u mbagh’d Isqof ta’ Malta
taht il-harsien u s-sedqa
ta’ Bibiebu l-godda, il-mahbubin Inglizi —
halla miktub b’tifkirs
ta’ qlubitek, miftuma
mill-hajr u s-sebh ta’ hutek,
li “ghall-qawwa li wrew quddiem l-eghdewws,
kienu jitkabbru bik Atene u Ruma’’.
Imma hlek, ja Kbir, i flok {’Atene
jew {’Ruma, twelidt fostna —
hutek bla qalb, Insara
Ii f'dsatax-il mitt sena '
la kellna l-hila naghgnu Qaddis wiehed
u langas ma ééappasna
bil-gdiem ta’ erezjarka -—
xortik haqritek haj, haqritek mejjet,
u bhaqghet sa dal-jum taghtik bis-sieq.

Dun Karm — i bkiek u reghex meta la naha
u langas ohra ma sab hagra wahda
jew bi¢éa rhama mwahhla f'hajt 1i tfalkkar
m’ismek sabih eghmilek
ta’ qalbieni mill-kbar 1i éaréar demmu
biex Artu u gensha 1 Dinha
ma jitghajbux bla xerqa —
halliena wkoll m’ilux, u b’qalb magsuma
telag minn hawn ghal hdejk li gismek mgharghar -
’demmek hallejt ghall-gieh u l-fidwa ' Artna
mija, u sitta u sittin sena ilu u tlieta maghhom.
Jekk iltqajtu digh, nahseb li stqarrlek
x’qalb kbira u tahraq ghandhom
ghal nies kbar bhalu u bhalek
il-Maltin hutkom: kemm-il mafkar tellghu
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b’giehek f'din 1-Art }i tatna isimha, u lilu
x’funerali sarulu-u kemm bandieri

nofs arblu ttellghu fit-tlettax t" Ottubru
jew l-ghada w il-pitghada,

meta difnuh fejn twieled,

fuq il-bjut ta’ l-ibliet u r-rhula taghna,

u kemm sarlu quddies, u kemm mahnuqa
kienu l-knejjes bin-nies jitolbu ghal ruhu
bhala Poeta Nazzjonali Malti!

Jekk iltqajtu digh, Dun Mikiel Xerri,

u Dun Karm Psaila stqarrlek

kemm baqghu jiftakruk u jbierku ismek
(tnehhi I-kittieba ta’ xi tliet rumanzi)
hutek u hutu u huti,

nahseb li kliemu ganglek

u ghandu mnejn hajrek ukoll ma’ ruhek
safja u sabiha terga’ tghaqqad gismek
biex tigi ttertqu u thiééru ghat-tieni darba
ghall-fidwa tal-Maltin

mhux mill-jasar ta’ zmienek,

ta’ Zmien il-Mislem jew Gonsalvo Monroy,
imma minn dak ta’ Zmienna —

zmien it-‘talkies’ u r-radjo u t-‘television’,
ir-‘rock 'n’ voll’ u é-‘cha-cha-cha’, l-uriezaq,

u 1-ghodod nukleari gerridin

- Xjidhirlek, Dun Mikiel, minn Zminijietna
u, aktar u aktar u aktar,
minna, hutek Maltin?
Id-dinja, Professur, m’ghadhiex 1i kienet
fi zmienek. Saret bidla kbira kbira
f’Artna u f’artijiet ohra
minn Zmien Napuljun ’1 hawn. Minnu li lI-gwerer
ma naqsux zaru u harbta bosta nhawi
u zerghu qerda u mewt qabel ma ntemmu
u ndifnu mishutin ma’ min gangalhom
u min garrab qillithom. B’danakollu
tistaghgeb, Dun Mikiel, x’bidla tal-ghageb
giebet din l-ahhar gwerra
f’bosta artijiet u {’Artna
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wara z-Zifna tal-Mewt li Zifnu fiha

Hitler u Maussolini

mghanngin ma’ Pierre Laval u Vidkun Quisling,
mishuqa taht ghargbejn Delano Roosevelt,
Stalin u Winston Churchill. :
Tlhoni issa li ghabu 1-‘Victory Kitchens’

u maghhom il-‘Black Market’. F’hajjet Alla, -
m’ghadniex nieklu harrub u nahmu ftajjar
tal-qamhirrum u nqarméun 1-ful u rroddu
jew xi ¢urkett tad-deh’b jew par imsielet
ghal xi wizna patata. F’hajjet Alla,
m’ghadhiex il-qalb ittaqtaq dwar il-wasla
bil-hniena ta’ xi ‘convoy’ mghobbi bl-ikel
ghan-nies bil-guh ta’ dawn il-GZejjer. Issa,
flok it-twerdin tal- M esserschmitts u 1-bombi
niezla jwerzqu fuq rasna mill-Tstukas

u t-thezhiz u t-tharbit mill-‘mines’ tal-ghadu
u l-kenn fir-rezha tal-gherien imhaffra

'l isfel fil-blat, jasal f’widnejna l-ghana

u d-daqq ferrieh minn artijiet imbieghda,

u titghaxxaq ghajnejna

bl-ohla u bl-isbah dehriet ta’ nies u hwejjeg
mighbura u migjubin f’dagsxejn ta’ hgiega
tixghel bil-ghageb. F'hajjet Alla, inqatghu
issa l-hefa u l-irqajja’, u naqas hafna

is-serq ta’ dari — ghad 1i Zdied serq iehor,
mitmum fil-wi¢é u l-berah,

Ii 1-Ligi tqis b’Negozju. Il-lum uliedna
kollha jmorru l-iskola — ghalkemm, jahasra,
jidher 1i bosta minnhom

aktar johorgu weraq

milli johorgu frott. Min-naha l-ohra,

gensna kotor u tjieb, u b’ghaqlu u b’xoghlu
- ghamel xi sold ukoll ; infethu toroq

godda u wisghin, miksija asfalt u ‘tarmac’,
li fughom jigru hfief eluf ta’ ‘light cars’

u jkarkru x-‘char-a-bancs’; hafna mill-griebeg
ta’ Zmienek, Professur Dun Mikiel Xerri,
issa nbidlu fi djar jew ‘flats’ arjuzi,

u minflok goton u kemmun u tiben
fil-kmamar ta’ l-irqad issib ghamara
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tghammex 1-ghajnejn u twapet

m’oghla subghajn jew tlieta u dwal u mirja
u saqqijiet u mhaded

rotob aktar mir-rix ; il-lum addiju

dbielet tkarkar ma’ l-art u sdieri u gliezet
tal-fustan u l-lanké; addiju t-terha,
ié-¢inetta w il-horg ; festi u xalati
m’ghadhomx ta’ darba f’sena:

daz-zmien Imnarja dejjein,

u Karnival kuljum!

Qlubi Professur Xerri,
int taf li jiena (u mhux jien biss) inhobbok
u nqimek shih ; u taf ukoll 1i bhalek,

ghad i mhux dagsek, inhobb °l Arti u °l niesha

u nixtigilhom gid kif nixtieq lili,

1] martt u 1il uliedi;

taf 1i jiena, bhal shabi

tal-*‘Ghaqda tal-Kittieba'’,

u kif ghamel qabilna

Mikiel Anton Vassalli,

dhalt bla biza’ Al-glieda u fit-taqtigha
biex jithares il-Jedd ta’ l-Ilsien Malti

li jaghmilna nazzjon ; taf 1i kont wiehed,
ghalkemm ckejken u msejken,

li ndhalt u hdimt u swejt ukoll xi haga
biex min kien mghattan bhali,

imghakkes u mahqur isehhlu jagla’

xofftejh mit-trab u, mghannaq mal-Vangelu,
jikseb bil-qies li haqqu, bla ma jitlef,
moghmi mis-sakra, il-glorja tan-Nisrani —
il-glorja 1i ghaliha

int, Dun Mikiel, u tnax-il Malti iehor

(u min jaf kemm ohrajn ukoll qabilkom)
¢arcartu demmkom. Int, 1i taf dan kollu,
lili ma tixlinix b’mibeghda u b’ghira
ghal min il-Lum u 1-Bierah,

fix-xaba’ u fin-nuqqas, wahhduni mieghu.
Tianqas ma tista’ tlummai

talli, fis-sewwa tieghi,

la pisthi u lanqas nibza’
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nurik quddiem kulhadd il-qamh u s-sifa

li bthom f’dan iZ-Zmien ,

huma mghabbra z-zewg kefef tal-Mizien..
Ahfirli, Professur, jekk kliemi naqas

iroddlok kif kien Xleraq :

il-hajr, is-sliem u l-gima .

li £’qalbi nhoss ghalik u ghal dawk kollha

li ghal Arthom u ghal Dinhom:

taw kulma kellhom u hajjithom mieghu

bla biza’ u bla tlaqliq. Ahfirli, ahfirli

talli, flok ma gbart fdalek

fil-hgieg u d-deh’b u l-fidda

u ressaqtu ghall-bews ma’ xofftejn hutek

u huti, zidt inxerrdu

bil-kliem ahrax jew zejjed

li éaqcaqtlek {’widnejk dwarhom u dwari

u Zminijietna. Ahfirli,

w itlob ’1 Alla ]ahfrllna lkoll kemm ahna,

jekk taf jew thoss li jliena u huma mleghl

il-lum gbadna trig b’ohra

u, msahhrin mit-tlellix u é-‘cha-cha-cha’,

bdilna 1-Kredu mal-ghajta:

“Nitghannqu mal-Helsien ‘tul din il-hajja,

u nobzqu tmiemhs {’wic¢ 1-Eternita!”



