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Foreword

The advent and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a difficult and
painful time for people across the world. While here in Malta we have been successful
in managing and mitigating the effects of the pandemic; nonetheless, are all t00
aware of how it has impacted on the lives of our families, friends, and communities:
how it caused hardship, distress and uncertainty.

However, the crisis has also provided an opportunity for young people to contribute
to community and social solidarity through their creativity and innovation. Agenzija
Zghazagh saw the opportunities as well as the challenges resulting from the crisis
and took steps to support young people and youth organisations in exploring and
developing new ways, particularly through digitalisation and social media, of
furthering social and inter-generational solidarity.

This is precisely the time when artists go to work. There is no time for despair, ' » ' .
New services and opportunities for young people have been introduced by Agenzija

no place for self; pity, no need for silence, no room for fear. Zghazagh, while others have been adapted to meet the changing circumstances. As

We speak, we write, we do language. That is how civilizations heal. a result of social distancing and isolation, reassuring and supporting young people
, , , e s through listening to their voices, experiences, emotions and concerns in these

I know the world is bruised and bleeding, and though it is important e

not to ignore its pain, it is also critical to refuse to succumb to its malevolence. 9 9

Like failure, chaos contains information that can lead to knowledge — even wisdom. Like art. One of the initiatives undertaken by Agenzija Zghazagh, was Youth in Gozo, which

focused on providing an online platform for young people in Gozo who are pursued a
. . wide range of cultural and artistic activities during the partial lockdown, involving
Toni Morrison o L
dance, singing, musical instruments and crafts.

This publication is both a recognition and a celebration of young people in Gozo and
how they dealt with the challenges of the partial lockdown and the resulting social
distancing and isolation. It is also a historical record of the lives of young people
during a pandemic.

The picture that emerges of our young people in Gozo during a time of Covid, is one
of fortitude and resilience and a quiet confidence and assurance in themselves, their
community and their future.

CREATIVE PURSUITS I
OF YOUNG PEOPLE r Clifton Grima

Parliamentary Secretary for Youth,
|N GUZU Sport and Voluntary Organisations




INATIME
OF COVID-19

Introduction

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been felt across the world. For young people,
as well as for everyone, it has resulted in a more restrictive lifestyle, limited access to
education, work and services, and self-isolation and social distancing.

While regular youth services, programmes and initiatives in Malta, as elsewhere
across Europe, were adversely impacted by the partial lockdown, it also provided us
with a unique opportunity for working with and reaching out to young people online

and through social media. At Agenzija Zghazagh, we continued to work and provide
support and encouragement to young people during the partial lockdown while further
developing and expanding our capacity for digital youth work. We also continued to
digitalize our services and supported youth organisations to re-design and adjust their
programmes and projects.

Despite social distancing and isolation, social media opened up new ways for young
people and youth workers to engage with each other. Numerous online sessions

were conducted that provide safe spaces for young people, enabling them to discuss
topical issues, engage in online activities and socialise with their peers, assisted by
professional youth workers. Many of the sessions have enabled young people from
different social backgrounds to establish new relationships and share and discuss their
values, ideas, aspirations and concerns.

Agenzija Zghazagh also undertook specific initiatives during the pandemic in support
of young people. Stories from young people during Corona-virus, was a campaign

that encouraged young people to share online their everyday experiences of life
under the partial lockdown; from keeping fit, to preparing meals, talking with friends
and engaging in cultural and artistic pursuits as well as voicing their feeling and
emotions.

The Give Back Award was a project that invited young people to use their creativity

and innovation to give something back to their communities to support and encourage
them. Young people were asked to submit a solidarity proposal to be implemented during
the pandemic. The best proposal which was called ‘The Sea of Time’ received a financial
award following its implementation while a number of other interesting proposals were
assigned a youth worker to coach them on how to further develop and promote their
proposal.

Youth of Gozo was another project that focused on providing an online platform for

INATIME
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young people on the island of Gozo who were pursuing a wide range of cultural and
artistic activities during the partial lockdown we had in Malta, involving dance, singing,
musical instruments and crafts.

This publication, Youth in a time of Covid-19 - Creative pursuits of young people in

Gozo, is a visual record and commentary, in their own words, of how young people
participating in the project responded to the challenges as well as the opportunities

of lockdown. The campaign sought to support and encouraged young people to further
develop their creative skills by providing them with an online platform where they could
not only demonstrate and share their talents and skills with others, but also share their
emotions, concerns and hopes for the future.

In all, 68 young people participated in the campaign and were featured on the Facebook
page of Agenzija Zghazagh’s Gozo Youth Service between March and June 2020. Their
ages ranged from 12 to 35; they were pursuing a wide range of creative activities and

different career paths.

What they all have in common however, in addition to their being from Gozo, is youth
and vigour, initiative and creativity, self-worth and communal solidarity, and common
humanity.

What this publication also demonstrates is the positive power of youth work through
social media and how it can enhance and strengthen the voices of young people and help
them shape and determine their own future.

I want to thank the young people of Gozo for sharing their lives and experiences
with us during the partial lockdown, the youth worker Jennifer Cauchi who managed
the project and Isabelle Mallia (The Gozo Youth Service Manager) for facilitating
this. As with everyone else, these past months have been a challenging time for
Agenzija Zghazagh; but it has also been a time of innovation, creativity, renewal and
reinvention. Learning from negative events in life can often be more fruitful than
learning from positive ones.

Miriam Teuma
Chief Executive Officer

Agenzija Zghazagh



Name: Jennifer Cauchi

Age: 30

Location: Ghajnsielem

Short Bio: I am passionate

_ J = about youth work, Gozo and the

~~~~ —— . = £ Church. I have always been active
== with different church entities

and youth groups and am also a

member of Kummissjoni Djo¢esana

7ghazagh Ghawdex. It was this

voluntary work that led me to

choose my career path as a youth

worker. I work with Agenzija

7ghazagh and am privileged to do

this through the Youth Service

in Gozo. When I am not studying

South of Sicily, Mediterranean Sea
Maltese islands

OF kv [268yl) = : or working I'm usually (mentally
13.34 km (8.289 mi) : = or physically) wandering around
7,15 km (4.443 mi) Rome’s cobblestone streets with a
gelato in hand, lost in the magical
Victoria (pop. 6,901) - : , world of Harry Potter or seeking
Gozitans = = refuge at Ta' Pinu. Pope Francis’
- : document Christus Vivit is my
83,788 : : = 3 source of regeneration when I
Maltese , = need to rise from the ashes. .
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Luke Vella
13
Ghajnsielem

I am a Form & student at
the Gozo College Secondary School.
I am very active and enjoy hands on
activities. My favourite subject is
Design and Technology. I like learning
by experimenting and trying out
new things, especially with electrical
materials. At home I spend time
watching tutorials on YouTube and
trying out experiments. I am always
discovering new things and I hope
that when I grow up I become an
electrician. I also enjoy riding my bike
and watching television.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:




Michael Joe Cini
R
Zebbug

I have been producing
music for the last 8 years. I mainly
produce electronic dance music but
lately I have been exploring other
genres as well. Weirdly enough, I
wasn'’t into musie before I started
producing. It all started when I heard
about Avicii and I heard his music.
I instantly wanted to find out how
he was making his songs and before
I knew it, I ended up producing as
well. T learnt everything at home by
watching tutorials and experimenting.

Apart from producing;-I.also DJ
at several events. Covid-19.has
directly affected me as all events
were cancelled. Luckily, I can sbill
produce music at home. However, I
had several projects planned with

We are so lucky to be living in a time

where we can learn a lot of things
alone at home.

different artists, which had to be
postponed. I think that everyone
is affected by the situation, but we
cannot react like it’s the end of
the world. We need to adapt to the
situation and make the most of it.
In my case, I'm spending most of
my time working on things which I
never had time for before
the pandemic.

Brian Refalo
30
Xaghra
I am the owner of &
restaurants, Oleander in Xaghra
and La Trattoria, Marsalforn
Gozo. I have a passion for food

and we do our best to provide our

customers with the best dining
experience. I also enjoy music
and used to play the drums. I
took part in the 2007 and 2008
Eurovision song contest with
Klinsmann Coleiro which was an
enjoyable experience. Right now
because of business I do not have
much time to practise, however
during Covid-19 I assembled my
drums again and had a go after a
very long time. I believe it’s going
to require time, practice and
patience to reach the desired level
of playing.

e TN . SSer W s

Due to Covid-19, business had

to be shut down but in life
not everything is about work. :

For me it was an opportunity
] 0 have a break. During thi
time I experimented with mo:
cooking and shared vide
on sociﬁledia to encours,

othe

0 b
different t, of fo

~




down. There was nothing
t look inwards and reflect,
ded reboot. But even when
ural forces conspire to put
the context that humanity
r the world, we manage to
heless. Close our pubs and
our restaurants, we’ll find
0 pass the time. As I write
e no idea how this chapter
ut 1 do have a feeling, that
il be strongly remembered
ns to come as one of those
s where people of all sorts
ther in the face of

Name: Tyler Grech

Age: 23

Location: Ghajnsielem

Short Bio: Upon graduating from
University, I left Malta for Ireland 6
months prior to the Covid-19 outbreak
to work in Business Development. My
move could be explained as a mix of
adventure seeking coupled with the
existential crisis that sometimes hits
when one graduates from University
and is faced with a disorienting overload
of choices. When I was younger, I used
to dabble on the guitar. I wasn't any
good, but I enjoyed it nonetheless. I sold
my guitar and after a while began to
regret that decision every time I would
hear a good guitar melody. Last year I
bought my second guitar, mainly as a
way to procrastinate and avoid doing
schoolwork and grew an attachment
to it. I returned to Malta due to the
pandemic. During the & weeks I spent in
quarantine, I rediscovered the pleasure
of plucking chords on my guitar.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:




Q During the pandemic I spent my time studying at
home and preparing for my next performances

abroad. I did some live concerts from home and
shared my songs with fans around the world. I
practise my vocals everyday, at least 30 minutes
with some voice exercises and breathing. I also
did some workouts to keep my body in shape. I am
still continuing my studies online via Skype with
my teachers from around the globe and especially
from America. It is hard for us as opera 9 9
singers to study like this but we try our best.

Name: Name:
Age: Age:
Location: Location:
Short Bio: Short Bio:

Q‘ Covid19 has made me think of those
Dpeople who live alone in solitude. It™
also made me realise how

I longed for things, which 9 9
normally I took®or granted! :




Name: Felicienne Mercieca

Age: 30

Location: Xaghra

Short Bio: From a young age I have

always been involved in sports. I used

to practise basketball and football

for several years. Six years ago [
took up running as a sport. I had

a coach who was a triatlete and he
used to encourage me to start this
sport. Being a triathlete requires lots
of hours of practice as it includes

3 different disciplines which are
swimming, cycling and running. I love
this sport as it keeps me motivated to
continuously give my best to achieve
my desired results.

Benjamin Attard
11

Victoria

I started my first
piano lessons in January 2017
and afterwards I started singing
lessons in August of the same
year. I practise every day and it
involves lots of determination.
I participated in various local
song festivals and activities.
In November 2018 I was
chosen to represent Malta in
an international festival which
was held in Budapest, Hungary.
My best opportunity by far, was
when I took part in the first
edition of ‘Kanta Maghna’ festival
with the D Capitals Big Band,
where I was placed 2nd in my
category and was also awarded

During this pandemic, everyone
has to make sacrifices and it is
important that we listen to the

government and health directives
so we will get out of this
situation soon.

Sirafhiing. The only two things that I - oy
_ ‘_,?wﬁsed'were socializing with friends the Distinct Talent Award . My
ey during training and pool access, - A dream is that in the near future,

. which I made.p for by 9 9 i I take part in The Voice or

training in the sea. X-Factor Malta.
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Since we have been staying at home due to the pandemic I'm - Q Covid-19 left me with negative feelings beoayeﬁou]d not practise
only able to play in my bedroom and stream virtual sets to my ! my hobby and profession due to the fact that many events were
audience. Because of the virus all the parties were cancelled - b cancelled including feasts and activities. However I still continued

to lessen the spread, which of course is a very good thing but [ “f
I really do miss the vibe and the connection I have with the
people during my sets. I just hope this all passes away
quickly so we can get back to our usual routines!

ise ab home and also searched for pieces online 9 9
ise them. Music helps me feel more positive.

Name: Damjan Zahra - i /s A : Name:
Age: 16 . ' 4 Age:
Location: Victoria ‘ Ty E .2 : Location:
Short Bio: I am a student at Sir 3 D | . 1 Short Bio:
MA Refalo Sixth Form in Gozo. I ) .

am currently studying to enter

the International Relations Sector.

Becoming a DJ had been a dream

since I was young as I always loved

dance music. My brother who at that

time had just started his djing career

inspired me to give it a go. At the end

of 2018 I decided to take DJing to

the next level. Building on the basics

of what my brother had taught me

earlier on, I started to progress and

get better. My first gig then came

around in February 2019 kicking off

my DdJ career.




Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:




Name: Christian Debono

Age: 30

Location: Victoria

Short Bio: I was drawn to the art of
gilding when I started frequenting
“il-Mahzen”, our local village feast
enthusiasts’ hangout. Afterwhich I
attended a course at Ghajnsielem School
of Art. From there I learnt different
methods of gilding, using aluminium leaf,
gold leaf and gilding with bole. I do lots
of voluntary gilding work in honour of
our patron - St. George. This involves
gilding with gold leaf on our statues as
well as gilding pedestal decorations. The
latter are usually covered with layers of
aluminium leaf, before a final coat of
shellac is added. I have also gilded a
number of miniature statues, pedestals,
clocks, frames and candle holders for
private collections. If I had to pinpoint
the job closest to my heart, it would
definitely be the processional statue
of St. Joseph in St. George’s Basilica,
Victoria. This was gilded with bole.

\ Q During this ongoing

epidemy, I have much

v 10re time to practice my

““hobby, since we are mostly

staying at home. Most of

the work that I used to

do at the ‘mahzen’ I am

now doing it at home. This

is a worrying situation,
but if everyone follows |
the directives that are |,
issued, we ean return to /)

/,

Ruth Portelli
31

(ALAES
I started singing at a

relatively young age, and the first
time I stepped onto the stage was
during Primary School. From then
onwards, there were several who
encouraged and helped me to take
part in festivals in Gozo. I started
singing in the Parish Choir, and
enrolled in singing lessons. Today,
my manager acts as my moral
compass and guide in music,
apart from also looking after my
social media presence. Whenever I
need to practice, I shut myself up
in a quiet room, in order to have
maximum concentration. I am a
bit of a perfectionist so it does
take a while to convince myself
that a song is good!

Due to Covid-19, everything was

cancelled or postponed. I had

several plans for 2020. Together with

two others, we had been planning to

hold our first classical music concert,

apart from numerous opportunities

with the choir I form part of. For

the very first time ever, I will have

a summer without some form of

singing, and I would like to use it as

an opportunity to breathe, and spend
quality time with my daughter
and my family.



— Q The COVID-19 situation has taken .
every sector by surprise, not least
. the music and education sector. Since

schools closed, I have been creating a

music resources and uploading them
for my students online. This situation
has given me the opportunity to
t embrace technology and all it has
to offer for teaching and learning.
Moreover, I have continued to
work on my current and upcoming
music projects. This situation gave
me the opportunity to spend more
quality timgswith my family whilst
ng the work of all health
caffe professionals. Rather than
aiting for a special occasion to

Name: Maria Mifsud celebrate, I consider every day a
Age: 25 blessing and a reason to 9 9
Location: Keréem celebrate life.

Short Bio: I feel blessed to have
graduated with a Masters Degree
in Scoring for Film, Television
and Video Games from Berklee
College of Music (Valencia). As

a pianist and violinist I have
performed both at a national
and international level and as a
composer I have received awards
in international competitions. I
feel honoured to have conducted
and professionally recorded

my compositions with film
orchestras at AIR Studios, Palau
de les Arts and East Connection.
Complementing my music
background, I am a holder of a
Masters Degree in Teaching and
Learning Music, BA(Hons) in
Musie, PG(Cert) in Online and
Distance Education, LMusLCM,
ATCL and AMusTCL.

e SaC

From daily rehearsals and a very hectic schedule, suddenly all
rehearsals and performances were cancelled due to Covid-19. We
had to find new ways to sing, perform and make music together.
The first idea was to join the children of Kor Ulied il-Battista to
virtually sing together from their homes, with the help of my
brother Simon who took care of the video editing. That was the
first of many videos put together with different singers. Due to
the current situation, I am spending a lot more time at home
and using this time to plan and prepare for when we 9 9
eventually play, sing and perform together again.




,4: d had to close my
0 Covid-19. However

much more 99

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

Covid-19 brought a drastic change to my lifestyle. M
the Malta Philharmonic Orchestra has con

of performance, using online platforms a

musicians asked to record some individ

to contribute to the orchestra’s ‘new wa,

On the other hand, in my capacity as a

to students through ‘online-teaching’. I

stronger connection, with students tena

one must be bhaﬂfor the technological

course, the worll ehow abruptly changed,




Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

4
I |

4

Covid-19 did not afféet either
my playing or my Ieafning.

It rather gave me more time
to practice and to‘improve
my playing. I am'also having
online guitar lessoms as well

as attempting to 9 9
record an album.

»

Name: Steve Buttigieg
Age: 16
Location: Nadur

Short Bio: I started learning the
piano at the age of 7 with Ms
Maureen Zerafa. I admit that
throughout the years there were
several times when I almost

gave up and wanted to stop, but
thanks to my mother’s support
and with God’s help I continued
with my piano studies. I am very
happy with the progress I have
made so far. I am also determined
to pursue my music studies at
University. Currently I am waiting
to sit for the first Piano Diploma
exam which was postponed due to
Covid-19.

R

Ironically, Covid-19 had a
positive impact on my piano
studies. Since I have been

spending more time at home
I have more time to practise

and experiment
with my talent.

29
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Q The Covid-19 situation made
me appreciate the little
things that normally I took
for granted. I missed my
singing during masses, my
local gigs and most of all

missed school 9 9
and my friends.

ioners. 1 85 is low but the economic

5e e been lost. Families are yable to buy food and are living
‘hafid to mouth. As a re e angrunning & food bank for about 100 families, but we
, : L %vﬂﬁn donations eep i r nning. Financially, we depend on the generosity of
/ ftese and Gozitan peop d it is through the funds that we receive from them that
/71 ~ amjeontinue this service. Food I usually last 15 days. We wish we could help more
=y | people, but sadly we do no the means to satisfy all the demand. But with 9 9

_

ng 's help and our benefactors”we will continue striving to help those in need.
" J

{



Name: Jean Carl Muscat

Age: 16

Location: Munxar

Short Bio: I have been playing the
piano for the last 8 years. I started
learning this instrument at the Gozo
Visual and Performing Arts School. I
have always loved music and it was
my wish since I was very young to
learn the piano. Since piano lessons
are held once a week I found that
it was important to practice daily
at home for a number of hours so
I can improve my skill. Apart from
the piano I also play the trombone,
which I have been playing for almost
& years.

Because of Covid-19, I have
been finding more time to
play and also to create small
projects and share them on
social media to express my

talents on a digital 99
platform.

Y

| &7
S e

Name: Joseph Azzopardi

Age: 32

Location: Nadur

Short Bio: Although I started
playing the guitar at 16 years of
age, music is an integral part of
my life. Not a day passes that I
don’t pick up my guitar or try to
create a new melody. Music gives
me satisfaction and helps me
confront beautiful experiences
as well as less pleasant ones.
Through music T gained : 2 ’ Q The Covid-19 ituation worked
confidence and managed to build a o : . ,/’ W?H {n colily ?Sp i Smc? .
circle of friends and contacts also ] - ¢ ] - ﬁngmgbrﬁe tg{w top. mit.lse
from abroad. I am currently very at ;:m: Sg;;;ﬁ?g:] ;IIII; i
:‘HI'JEO;; ?afs?;g;:ii?:; :Vlglllgls music involves collaboration
to work on new music projects. i eter peorte,




Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

Thanks to Covid-19, I
at home. I learnt a lot-
that I did not know hefore and have
produced severa]Endseapes’ and
portraits that I post @n social media.
I had very pqsitive feedback and
this encourages Fe to move forward

in my segreh for new
. ,techniquis':
()




Q Covid-19 instantly put to a halt our normal daily life and that of the school. Instead of
meeting our students face to face, we are now meeting virtually. It was not an easy change
as it came upon us suddenly and unexpectedly. We had never used the online digital tools
before, but we were guided and trained. Today we can communicate with our students
during online lessons as well as track their progress. Thanks to technology, the 9 9
2

lessons are still going on in the same way as if they were being held in se¢hool.
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Name: Charlene Attard

Age: 31

Location: Ghajnsielem

Short Bio: From a young age I wanted
to become a teacher. I used to play
with my dolls, pretending that I am
their teacher. When I grew older,

I became more fascinated by the
teaching profession. I discovered

the German language in Secondary

School and was soon attracted to the
beauty of the language as well as the
county’s culture.

The Covid-19 situation affected many
individuals. As a bandswoman, summer
does not seem to be looking as usual.
Since feasts were cancelled because

of the pandemic it won’t be possible

to play. I used to go to several feasts
with different bands to play during
processions and marches. Lessons

are currently being done online

S0 we can continue practising

our instruments.




w

It is not a nice situation that we found ourselves in during this\p%b ic. At one point we were
moving at a fast pace when suddenly we found ourselves liv‘ug a tranquil life. I always used to
be occupied with rehearsals for feast programmes or recordirgs, so practising frequently.
Currently, with chores and everyday work I don’t find that much time to practise at home.
However I teamed up with & other clarinet players and our teacher gave us pieces of music. We
then recorded ourselves and joined them in videos which we shared on social media. This way
we continued practising and felt satisfied with our results. It wasn’t an 9 9

easy change in life, however we can now appreciate the beauty of life more.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

a teacher, and other planned commitments with
at it in a positive way and with more free time, I

g more. I connected with other band mates by playing

e of us from the comfort of our homes. It’s a great
e the pieces that we were studying finally merded

sful piece. Of course, nothing beats meeting in person

se but we still tried to keep a positive mind set. I
elped us as musicians to focus on our own skills,
s that music can still connect us 9 9
er what the situation is.




All events are now cancelled due to
Covid-19 so the only thing that I am
doing is revisiting my archives and re-
publishing some of the content. I am
also trying to improve my marketing
skills, trying to learn more about the
software I use, and making sure that
I stay inspired as a creative
Individual.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

QQ The Covid-19 pandemic affected my
broadcasting since I could not continue
with my radio programmes. However

it gave me more time to read legends

which I still had not read. With the

help of the Minor Seminary School and
Agenzija Zghazagh I created videos

about interesting legends which 9 9
were showcased online.

Name: Mark Attard
Age: 14

Location: Xewkija
Short Bio: I am a Form 4 student
at the Sacred Heart Minor
Seminary. I have always loved
our culture and traditions. When
I realized that many children
and young people do not have
knowledge about Maltese and
Gozitan legends I started buying
books about these traditional
stories and reading them. In an
effort to keep these stories alive
I decided to start a programme
on Radju Prekursur, our
community radio in Xewkija. As
a young person, I feel it is my
responsibility to keep all cultural
aspects alive and to pass them on
to our generation.
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Name: Matthew Attard , : 1 Name:
Age: 20 M Age:
Location: Xewkija ‘ A — S Location:
Short Bio: I am a Seminarian, e Short Bio:

currently in my second year of
formation. This pandemic led to the
necessity of finding creative ways

of communicating with the people
around you. My brother came up with
the idea of creating videos in which
we read an excerpt or book with the
aim of promoting the importance

of reading, especially during this
difficult time. My work in this project
consisted of shooting the video and
editing it.

t
19 o0 oy 10

®) () COVID-19 hasn’t really affected me at all, I'm working

| 4

Q Covid-19 affected more or less
everyone. This pandemic made me

equipment I need as well, so I'm still e same

more aware of the fragility of the
life we are living. From going about
our normal routine we suddenly had
nowhere to go. From a more positive
perspective, this pandemic gave

me more time to practice my 9 9
hobbies especially video editing. :

ot home at the moment, thankfully I 11%:3;11 the

ng routine. Regaﬂiﬂlg all my Personal Training
some do private online sessions with me and,_
 follow my “HemegWorkouts” which I post every
on social y thoughts on this situation?
t a fi sure we'll get back to 99
st hang og in thezg» ‘




o i A o 2 i Pt

| i
Covid-19 has affeoted me beaahse Tal ; ’ Q

graduating this year. It will probably

be very difficult to find a job; Mﬁfever, ,
since I work a lot with d1gita.1 media, I & y
am still very busy with creating : ‘

and designing new material.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

e

/A

Name: Eman Borg
Age: 25
Location: Victoria

Short Bio: I started activism at a
young age through broadcasting.
At age 15, I co-founded the first
Rugby Club in Gozo and 4 years
later founded LGBTI+ Gozo. In
2016, I was elected within the
National Youth Council of Malta in
which I also served as Secretary-
General. In 2017, I was awarded
the Queen’s Young Leaders

Award and I had the honour to
meet Her Majesty. Through this
engagement, I am now a youth
advisor within the Queen’s
Commonwealth Trust and the
Maltese Youth Ambassador for the
Commonwealth.

Covid-19 is not what I planned for 2020. This
year was going to be quite a busy one. I was

to travel to Colombia and Rwanda to represent
Malta in R different conferences. At University
we had to adapt our learning online, and as

an activist, a number of our events had to be
transferred online or postponed. This means
that I am spending a lot of time sitting down. It
is a difficult time, especially for someone who™
is always moving around but with COVID-19;
my time became more structured and
organized. I found time to restart reading for
pleasure and appreciate time for myself wililst
doing some activity to keep fit. Whilst Covid-19
is keeping us inside, it’s how we

spend our time that matters.



Q During the Covid-19 pandemic I had more

time to train and to practise at 9 9

2020 was supposed to be a year full to home alongside the studying.

the brim with performances including

a musieal, live gigs with my band

and lots of travelling, most of which
were cancelled due to this pandemic.
My biggest disappointment is the
postponement of the musical “Sister
Act” at Teatru Astra. We had to stop
rehearsing just before we entered into
production week, which needless to say
was a huge disappointment for all those
involved. Another disappointment was
the postponement of gigs, weddings and
the annual concert with DCapitals Big
Band due to this pandemic. Whilst staying

Name: inside, singing has been my best { b 4 Name:
Age: therapy and it has kept me sane! p il 3 /4 Age:
Location: ‘ o / Location:
Short Bio: Short Bio:
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QQ \% situation, I hav p time to®

my studies and find es t0
y exam was going to take place 1
nd my cello exam was going to take
1e last week of Mareh. T'have taken
ofthis situation to try to improve m
ce. I have piano and cello lessons o
ine. I am taking age of social
playing the cello with my siblings and
~ posting them on Facebook. My friends and I have
daily calls together on Messenger, I really miss

Thankfully Covid-19 did not being.apound i person

disrupt my music lessons,
since I had just finished them.
However, it has given me more
time to play especially those
pieces which I Iove and

Name: Martha Scerri ' ke enjoy playing. Name:
Age: 17 ! . : Age:
Location: Nadur s : \ . Location:
Short Bio: I had driven my mum S ) . Short Bio:

crazy to let me start piano lessons.

I have been playing the piano since
the summer I was going into year

2. I was only five years old which
means I have been studying theory
and practice for 12 years! I have
managed to finish Grade 8 in both
practice and theory, which was quite
challenging, since at times I had to
balance studying school material
with practising or revising theory.

I was really stressed at times, so it
was quite difficult for me to finish
the grades. Unfortunately, today I

do not practise as much as I used

to since school work has become so
demanding. Practice involves hard
work and at times it is quite stressful.
However, it is very relaxing when you
play for leisure. I enjoy playing pieces
of music from movies or popular songs.




Name: Simon Rapa

Age: 15

Location: Ghajnsielem

Short Bio: I started editing videos
around a year ago by producing some
features. Editing is a hobby that
requires lots of time and patience
until you get the hang of it and

learn how to be able to create a final
product. Apart from this, I have been
studying the piano for the last 8
years. I have also been playing the
trumpet for 6 years.

' had more time to practise my hobby since we
'hrough videos, people, groups and organizations
0 be able to share on social media and reach those

¢ or talents: My first video was for the ‘Kor Ulied il-

#is followed by several other videos for singers, musicians %
also some documentaries 5
Ws for Xewkija Parish.

= e

Name: Joseph Mallia

Age: 22

Location: Zebbug

Short Bio: I have been a Police

Constable for nearly four years.
During this time, I have served
as an officer in the community
working closely with the public,
engaging with them and providing
support. These duties define what
it means to be a policeman. When
I first applied to join the force,
my knowledge about police work
was rather restricted. Nowadays,
I understand how vast it is, and
I daresay that perhaps people do
not always appreciate what we do.
A policeman’s job is not always
easy, and it can be risky but in
spite of this, it carries an element
of adventure and every day is a
new experience.
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QQ Dﬂggo ovi§-19, Kve Rad t ortunity t9 t}ke part
in You ‘of )70, @ amazing iniiati f;have had more
time to writeXbut iy ha, aw: [@;’me the MEP
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myself active.and to motivate myself

Covid-19+has given.me plenty of time alon
I want“te do with the rest of my life a.
dedicate it to..It certainly mad

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

R

This Covid-19 pandemic gave me more
time on my hands as my dad had
to close the shop for a while. This
allowed me to create and do different

things that I didn’t have time 9 9
to do before.




Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

Q During this period of Covid-19, I miss
the personal contact with my family,
friends, colleagues and constituency.

We had to strongly adapt to the
circumstances and the work is still

ongoing, more virtually than ever.

This is essential since we need to

be there for our citizens constantly,
especially in these challenging times.

In the current circumstances, I am

appreciating more than ever 9 9
life’s blessings.

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

The coronavirus pandemie has been 2020’s
biggest global news story so far. The articles
I'm writing at the moment are mainly related
to the ongoing crisis. In Malta, journalists
gained visibility during the daily COVID-19

! : bm’efingias people could see and hear them
asking questions. During the pandemic I
increased the hours I worked from home

in order to reduce physical contact with
people. The virus had an impact on the media
Iindustry as there was a drop in advertising
which is a main source of revenue for a
number of outlets. I think that journalists
played an important rt’)"e‘as they could fight
misinformation and pz'op"de\‘advice to 9 9

Dpeople on how to Stay safe.
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B® Covid -19 has brought with it a drastic global .
change. This change required adaptation

which is not always easy; especially when the

«normal routine’ had to be altered abruptly.

o into tF =
—— Ao

face as a Social Worker. Working in a medical ~
field, in a geriatric ward, close to vulnerable
patients has never been easy. I have realized
during this period of time that in such
difficult times of fear and uncertainty, the

" challenges you face strengthen you and - 9 9
help you achieve your full potential.

Name: Name:
Age: Age:
Location: Location:
Short Bio: Short Bio:




Name: Jonathan-George Grima,
Age: 24
Location: Keréem

Short Bio: I had been studying music

theory and playing the piano for
about 10 years before I discovered
electronic music so I was already
familiar with the concepts of keys
and tempo which are common to
all music styles. I have performed
in a number of major clubs in both

Malta and Gozo and I was also lucky
enough to play in Italy, Slovenia and
the UK. There are g lot of factors to

consider as a DdJ: identifying what
the crowd wants, song selection,
managing the energy level in a
room, and of course, knowing your

equipment. Every event is different

so djing is as much a combination
of practising and building your
repertoire of techniques as it is of

expecting the unexpected and taking
calculated risks. It’s a learning curve.

Every mistake is also a lesson.

a been particularly bad for
industry in Malta primarily,
nusic establishments and
Iosed due to the social
¢s. 0n the upside I do
\ 0 in the studio

Jff, but really and truly,
feelu;‘f being in
nd hawv everyon;

am playing. I also
et Up most

at I am 99
ome.

Name: AnnMarie Azzopardi

Age: 27

Location: Keréem

Short Bio: From a very young
age, makeup interested me as it
was something I felt comfortable
doing. I was a self-taught make up
artist until 2018, when I decided
to follow my dream and continue
studying about the skin, face and
makeup by doing an intensive
course. I am now a qualified
Vocational Training Charitable
Trust (VTCT) professional makeup
artist. I am constantly on social
media looking for all kinds of
inspiration. As a makeup artist,

I specialise in special occasion
makeup, bridal makeup, natural
makeup and more. I try to be as
creative and focused as I possibly
can. I am extremely professional
in my line of work and strive to
make my clients happy with the
result.

R

Ever since the Covid-19 pandemic hit, i
impact on the world of workiand m
affected. Salons were closed'and I
time during the weekends. Applyi
is something I love to do and eve:
had nowhere to go I decided t0 app.
makeup looks on myself and I thought'it is.a
great idea to réeord it and share it withothers.
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I study in the UK at the Yehudi
Menuhin Sch@el, a school for those
who want¥e become professional
musij . School had to elose
because of he Covid-19 pandemic
and I amfnow attending s‘:hool
online. I miss my friends & 10t but
I'm happy to know that they are all
safe at home. Right now we would
have been preparing to go on tour in
Scotland to perform in several places
but unfortunately this has had to be
postponed. This situation can make
Dpeople feel very lonely, especially
our elderly who have to stay home
to be safe, so I have been sharing my
Diano music on Facebook as my way
of giving something back to
the community.

not play in
d have taken
njsocial media.

&h

since I
friends.




Name: Lukas Farrugia

Age: 19

Location: Victoria

Short Bio: I started working as a
Goldsmith & years ago. I used to
work during the summer holidays.
Last year I stopped attending school
to continue this profession like my
father. At first I only used to help
around a little bit as I was still too
young. I used to help my father but
then I started learning the craft. The
more I work the more I want to try
out new things.

My work started improving
considerably, and last year I decided
to switch to working full time. I work
and practise in my father’s shop,
where he has been doing this work for
the past 40 years.

e
—
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QQ This pandemic of Covid-19 affected me a
Iot since we had to close our shop. Both my
father, my brother and I lost some work.

We stopped our daily routine of going to the
workshop. My brother and I also missed an
opportunity of attending a course abroad.

Through this course I was going to 9 9

invest in my work and myself.

The times we are currently experiencing

are totally different from the normality we

have always been used to. However, I am still

managing to train from home, something I

usually do when the weather does not permit. ————
Apart from this, I am doing the exercises I used s ] - N
to do at the gym from home now. I also have \
online training with my friends together with
our coach, as we are preparing to hopefully
participate in the next Special Olympic games.
I hope this pandemic challenge passes
quickly, although I will never give up.




Name: Joseph Grech

Age: 18

Location: Victoria

Short Bio: I was born in May 2002
and I started learning the piano 9
years ago when I was 8 years old.
Music had always been one of my
interests and I enjoyed playing with
toy instruments. For this reason

I then started to attend piano and
music thoery lessons and since then
I have sat for several exams. Like
every other musical instrument, the
piano requires a lot of practice. Four
years ago I also started learning

the clarinet with a local band club.
Apart from musie, my other passions
include drawing, travelling and
learning about different cultures.

.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, I have more
time that I can spend playing the piano. I
find that music provides a respite from the

stressful times, which we 9 9
are currently living in. -

Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:

QQ Whilst the current situation of\‘Covid-IQ is

far from ideal, I have attempted to logk at the
glass.half full during these challen

I returned back to Gozo and fzi )

' best use of my time at ho ;

was an opportunity to ofiée again start S

the piano and dancé'more. My hobbies have
been a great way for me to take a break whilst

working on assignments as they re-energise me

and help me feel better. They have also helped

- me connect more with my sister who also has
similar hobbies, and we have been spending a lot

of time choreographing, dancing and 9 9
playing our instruments together.

> L



Q The situtaion of Covid-19 helped me
to find more time to work on more
artistic works which I had in mind

and had been longing 9 9
to find the time to do.

QQ The current situation of

Covid-19 has led me to spend
all day indoors. This is very
unusual for me and it took some
time to adjust. Luckily, my
sister who is currently studying
abroad got to come back home
and continue her studies online.
As we share common hobbies,
we are spending our days

playing music and 9 9
dancing together.

Name: o ' . ‘ Name: Peter Aquilina
Age: & i Age: 18
Location: v Location: Nadur
Short Bio: Short Bio: From a young age

: ) Iloved drawing, so I started
attending The Wistin Camilleri
School of Fine Arts. I continued
studying Art at Ordinary and
Advanced Levels. Currently I
have taken an interest in clay
sculpture and portraiture. I try
to find time to practise and read
related articles.




Name: The Travellers

Location: Various

Short Bio: Originally starting as a
band between friends, The Travellers
got together in 2013 to try and create
something different in the local music
scene at the time.

The band started experimenting with
working on a mix of contemporary
music while incorporating brass and
Maltese lyries. With no pointers and
footsteps to follow, they set out to
release their debut single ‘Sempliéita’
followed by a number of debut EPs all Q
of which have topped local charts on =

Covid-19 was hard for us as we can’t
perform in any gigs. Since we have
more time on our hands we decided

both radios and the PRS. a to focus more on the song writing of

our new upcoming album. This has
S : allowed us to improve the quality
Chris (Main Vocals) and Andrew and the number of songs that we
(Guitarist), were the original could present in this album. We are
members who started playing Bhoto e proud of the work we have been
together, while, Sylvano (Saxophone) Outfits: Charles & Ron doing with this newfound free time,
and Michael (Drummer) joined the Photo: Carlton Agius and we are very hopeful for 9 9
rest of the band later on in 2013. Hair Styling: Hair & Co Studios the future.

.

Katya Muscat
31

Victoria

I started decorating
cakes when my daughter was
born, as I wanted to do her 1st
Birthday cake. I enjoyed it so
much that I continued to practise
and improve this hobby. There
are several cake decorating
styles which I have tried and I
enjoy them all. However lately
I have been focusing more on
buttercream covered cakes. I
love both the way they look and
the taste! As soon as I finish
decorating a cake I am already
thinking of how I will decorate
the next.

nity to enrol in an
online course.

\



Name: Ylainia Zammit

Age: 25

Location: Victoria

Short Bio: I have always been
interested in photography and
everything else related to it. However,
my interest developed further when I
had my son and I wanted to capture
beautiful memories to last a lifetime.

I have been practicing photography
for over 5 years now, and I am always
eager to learn new techniques. I

tried exploring different types of
photography, however portraiture has
always been my favourite, especially
when children are featured. It is very
satisfying to know that people will be
cherishing the photos which I capture
for a very long time.

I had scheduled photoshoots, which had to be cancelled due
to Covid-19. However, I really enjoyed capturing photos of
my own family at home or on countryside walks. It was a
well-needed break, and it took me back to my roots. It was
a nice reminder of the time whend started taking 9 9

photos in the beginning.

5 paintings;
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Covid-19 struck just like a storm in summer. Never in
my life have I ever imagined myself in such a situatiog
I had to stop working and had plenty of time

hands. The first thing that came to

kite. I could not remember the

all I know is that it was a Ig

things I needed and star

get my father to help a

take that as some qué

what it felt like ma.

it. On a positive no

plenty of time to g

Name: Josef Cutajar

Age: 24

Location: Ghajnsielem

Short Bio: I always appreciated

interacting with people. This is
partly because of the way I was
raised. My parents were very
open to everyone. This interaction
instilled within me a passion

for the media world particularly
journalism. When I was around 13,
I volunteered at Radju Lauretana,
the local community radio of
Ghajnsielem. Although it was a small
and limited radio it was a space for
me where I could experiment and
learn from my mistakes. It was in
this space that I learnt that dreams
can become reality. Currently
Gozo is many miles away from me
because I am working in Brussels in
communications. As much as home
can be comfortable one cannot
grow hence I encourage young
people to experience life abroad.

Q I was highly affected by Covid-19. The base of communication
Is interaction and we are currently living rare moments where
interactions can be fatal. It is not easy to transfer basic communication
elements with a simple webcam or small mierophone. The news world is
reporting the largest story of our generation. However the journalism
industry is at the very edge of existence because many advertisements
stopped, which meant that many wages suddenly stopped. It isa
serious problem. There is a need for quality people to keep the electe
ones on edge. With social media everyone can share their thoughts and §
it’s not always healthy since many times incorrect information 9 '
spreads faster than the trut




Name:
Age:
Location:
Short Bio:
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