GHAWDEX - GOZO

Minn MICHAEL AGIUS

Kittieba Griegi ta’ zmien il-gedem lill-gzira ta’ Ghawdex sejhutha
GAULOS {minn Gaul — i tfisser Gods gebel) kif tassew Ghawdex
lidher bghid minn fug il-bahar. Gie 1i ismijiet ta” bliet, nies ecc.
dawk il-kittieba galbuhom hazin f'ilsienhom, bhal nghidu ahna,
SAUL saret Pawl, SURR (sur bil-Malti) saret TIRU u ohrajn. Imma
wiched mill-aqwa ghorrief ‘Griegi, Sirabone, kiteb GAUDOX.
Strabone hu wiehed mill-agwa tad-dinja ghall-gografija ta’ zmien
il-gedem. Dan il-gharef Grieg twieled fis-sena 69 gabel Kristu,
ivvjagga hafna u zar bosta artijist tal-Lvant Nofsani u ohrajn fl-
Asja, fis-Surija, fil-Fenic¢ja, fl-Egittu u fl-ltalja. Strabone studja
f'Tarsu, fis-Surija u fi bliet ohrajn. Fis-sena 29 gabel Kristu, mar
ighix gewwa Ruma, fejn baga’ sakemm miet fis-sena 19 ta’ |-
ewwel seklu. Ix-xoghol kbir tieghe, " Geographica™, ta’ 17-il volum,
hu megjus u mizmum bhala awtorita. Xoghol kbir iehor tieghu ta’
46 volum, hu dwar I-istorja Cassiodoria (470 — 570) .mexa fuqg
Strabone u ‘| Ghawdex sejjahlu GAUDEX.

Bhalma wiehed jista’ jara, ""Chawdex’ ma tistax tinbena fug
GAUL, sakemm id-"D"" Griega ma ttehditx b”'L"” minnn dawk il-
kittieba i gew wara Strabone, hilli dawn iz-zewg itiri jixxiebhu

hafna fil-kitba b’ittri kbar (kapitali). Ghalhekk, nahseb illi l-isem
ta’ Ghawdex inholog kif kitbu STRABONE. Ghaldagshekk inhoss
li ghandi nimxi fuqu, ghax, jekk niflu sewwa, insibu wkoll illi dan
l-isem jagbel ma’ I-isem l-iehor — GOZ0O (gods minn Geddes) —
(Falzon jaghtina GEDDES imma GODS ma jurihiex — juriha

b'GOZZ — izda tifsir wiehed — verb u nom).

Milli jidher, ghall-ewwel, Ghawdex kien jitlehhen bil-GA (gerger,
gerfex, e¢c.): dan il-lehen ta” GA jsehh fil-kunjorm GAUCI (skond il-
widna) kif ukoll I-isem l-ishor GOZO, GOZZU.

Nisthajjel xi hadd jistagsi: kif dahlet I-H wara -G u saret GH
(ghajn)? Irridu niftakru illi x-xi-haga tal-kitba bil-Malti bdiet tin-
kiteb madwar 400 sena ilu minn xi zewq flenin ta’ ftit taghlim u
dghajjef ukoll, u kienu jiktbuha kif jidhrilhom. F'dak iz-zmien, ma
kienx hawn taghlim, angas skejjel, u dawk il-ftit, u ftit hafna,
kienu jharbxu xi haga ghall-bzonn. Terga’ x-xoghol tal-kitba kien
f'idejn il-barranin — Taljani, Sqgallin, ec¢. — u dik ix-xifaga i
nkithet, inkitbet skond il-widna u, m’hemmx ghalfein nghidu,
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hortografiia Taljana. Min kien ijaf iikteb xi hada aktarx li- kellu
f'mohhu illi ghal-lehen ta’ GA u dak ta’” KA irid izid I-H {akka)
mat.G u mac-C, ghalhekk -—— “‘chiteb, chtieb, chotba, chelma,
rhliem. chelb, chlieb, chnisja, ghiref, ghrif, gheddum, ghdiedem,
castia. Michallef”. (c-ch gieghda ghall-EHHE — imhallef, bachar,
challeit, chdejn e&d.). )

Irridu niftakru wkoll illi fis-senn 1847 il-Vatikan waaqaf f'Malta
clknta ghat-taghlim tal-Gharbi ahal dawk il-gassisin u opatriiiet i
Fieny bi hsiebhom imorru fl-Afrika ta’ Fug bhala missiunarii.
Haaa mili-ewl id-dinia illi i flien i kien iaf [-Gharhi, iew kien
mieahed Titahallmu, ra illi xi kliem Malti iixbah lill-Gharbi u ba
Viahen ta” GA ghall-Ghain Gharbiia (ahax din. "GH' lehinha fil-
“warbi hu GR u dixbah xi ftit il-lehen ta” GA Maltiia) u aktarx
imrelma Ghawdex kitibha hil-GH {ortoarafiia Talianal u hilli f'xi
Mo laalti -GA kienet tinkiteb hil-GH Zdied it-tahwid, bhal "a
vmnlia’ saret 'ghalavolia, ahallavolia™ (Falrzon), “azzaruolo —
mtanzalor’, “anticuore — ghantaur’’, “‘gonnella — ahonnella”™,
“Gharahur (arawn/r) Garour”. Castagna “"gzira, azeiier, azeira”,
tlribhom bil-GH, dghaliex ma nafx, abhax bhil-Gharbi tinkiteb bil-G
(Siriak “"gezira™, Masri “aezira’™).

Sa fein naf iien, Bonamico hu l-ewwsl illi dahhal il-GH {ghain)
fis-suneit tieahu lill-G.M. Cottorer {1672-B). F'dik il-kitha Bon-
=mica fingeda b'zewd ghamliet ta” GHAJN: bil-vokali doppia u

hil-GH (aadda — ghadda, t'ghattiet — tghattiet, t'ghanni —
rehanni, aasfur — ghasfur, taana — taghna, aainein — ghainein,
smedel — regahet). Milli iidher Bonamico kien iaf il-Gharbi ahax

nreda taiieb biz-zewd Gh-jiet: bil-vokali doppii ahal ahain bla tikka
© hil-GH ghal ta” bit-tikka. Agius Soldanis ingeda b'Ghain wahda
{GH) — "ghet — ghidt, ghalia -—— gahalija, aharef, laghabielek.
karaha — gargha, jokoghdux — joaoahdux, ghant.

M hemmx ghalfein nghidu illi “'dawk iz-zmeniiiet iI-Gh ghal GA
i ghall-Ghain hawdu mohh dawk 1i kienu jiktbu, u I-GA 1ta’
“Gaudox/ex” saret “'Ghawdex’ bhalma “‘gonnella’” (Taljana)
saret “"ghonnella”™ u I-ohrajn 1i semmejt iktar "il fug.

Jekk niflu sewwa dak i ktibt iktar ‘il fug, insibu illi t-tlitt kon-
sonanti ta” G. (aw dittong) D u X ta’ ““Gaudox” u [-ohrajn G. D. S.
ta’ "Gods” (GOZO), huma zewg eghrug graba sewwa, ghax [-X
u 1-S meta ngabbluhom ma’ xi ismiiiet tal-Kotba Mqgaddsa u kliem
ohrajn, insibu Hli Jinbidlu bejniethom fl=ilsna semin: “xalom



—— sliem, jabex — iebes, xuxan — susan, rox/rax — ras, Xaw| —
Sawl, Xamwel — Samwel, xemx — xams’" u ohrajn.
Hekk, nahseb jien, li twieled I-isem t'Ghawdex.



