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THE LAW SOCIETY 1984 
Joseph Ellis* 

The new committee of the law society took office in December 
1983 after the Annual General Meeting which was held on November 29 of 
the same year. In this Annual General Meeting, the Law Representative 
Committee and the Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi merged together and the latter 
body became the sole representative society of the law students at the 
University. 

The last activity of the outgoing committee was the organization 
of a seminar entitled "New Trends in Company Law" in which Professor 
J . A. Micallef, Head of the Department of Commercial Law, Dr. J. Borg 
and Dr. D. Vella took part. The seminar was held on the 29th of November 
1983 and the panel discussed the future of Commercial Law especially in the 
light of the E.E.C. Commission directives. 

As already mentioned, the present committee took office in 
Mid-December 1983, which is not exactly an ideal time for a new committee 
to start to function especially in view of the fact that, for most committee 
members, examinations were just round the corner. The committee's first 
step was to set up a number of sub-committees to deal with individual 
matters like publications, "Id-Dritt", the publication of Constitutional 
Court Decisions and so on. These sub-committees were intended to divide 
the work-load of the Law Society in a rational manner. Unfortunately, the 
student response to these sub-committees was weak and consequently 
progress was slower than anticipated. 

In January, two activities were held. The first was a seminar, on 
January 12, on the concept of Worker's Participation. The speakers were 
Profs. J. A. Micallef, Dr. E. L. Zammit of the Workers's Participation 
Development Centre and Dr. Michael Frendo. 

The second activity, held on January 27th 1984 was the visit of 
the Honourable Judge Marven Aspen from Illinois, U.S.A. His visit was 
made possible through the kind offices of The American Centre. His talk on 
the protection of individual rights under the U.S. Constitution was attended 
by many law students and members of the Faculty of Law, and we look 
forward to similar initiatives in the future. 

In March, despite this being an examination period for half the 
Faculty, a Latin American night was organised for students and their 
friends. The dinner was well attended and held in an amicable atmosphere. 
It is hoped that in the future, more occasions be held to bring together the 
students of both study phases. 

April was a particulary successful month by way of activities. 
On the 14th of April, a seminar was held on the theme of 'The Computer 
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and the Law'. The panel which was chaired by Dr. A. Bencini, LL.D. 
consisted of Mr. H. Restall, Mr. J. Cannataci and Dr. Michael Frendo. 
This seminar gave rise to a fruitful discussion during which various 
proposals were discussed. As a result, a committee is being set up, including 
a representative of the Law Society, to examine the feasability of a legal 
data bank in Malta. The Law Society is also ensuring that our Faculty will 
benefit from the computerization project to be commenced next year at the 
University, and talks have already been held with those concerned. 

From April 21 to 28, our society was particularly privileged to 
host Profs. and Mrs. Mauro Cappelletti of the European University 
Institute. Profs. Cappelletti is the author of many books and is well known 
in comparitive law circles. We were particularly fortunate to have him over 
to give us a series of three highly interesting lectures on "The Dimensions of 
Justice in Modern Times", "The Protection of Collective and Diffuse 
Interests" and "Models of Legal Aid". Profs. J.M. Ganado, Head of the 
Department of Civil Law, was instrumental in contacting Profs. 
Cappelletti, and the Italian Cultural Institute paid his air-fare. It is hoped 
that in the future, lecturers of the calibre of Profs. Cappelletti be brought to 
lecture us and the Law Society is working towards these ends. One would 
wish, however, that the participation of law students be more numerous on 
such occasions for even though some of these lectures may not have direct 
relevance to our curriculum, they certainly contribute to a sound legal 
culture. 

On the 19th of May a seminar was held with the title "ls Judicial 
Review of Administrative Discretion still possible in Malta after Act VIII of 
1981 ?"The panel, consisting of Dr. Vanni Bonello, LL.D., Dr. Ian Refalo, 
LL.D., and Dr. Joe Brincat, LL.D., M.P., provided an interesting 
discussion on this highly controversial topic. Though no clearcut solution 
was given to the problem discussed, various possibilities were explored and 
the need was expressed to overhaul the administrative law set up in these 
islands. 

The Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi has also embarked on an 
ambitious study project on Maltese Constitutional Reform. The aim of this 
exercise is to take a close look at our present constitutional set-up, compare 
it with foreign constitutions and identify ways and means of improving the 
basic law of Malta. The participating students have been divided into four 
seperate study groups each dealing with Fundamental Human Rights, 
Seperation of Powers, The Electoral Process and Democratic Institutions. 
Each study group, under the guidance of one or more lawyers, is expected 
to report on its findings and conclusions at a National Conference which the 
Law Society will call within a year or so. 

The Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi has not ignored one of its primary 
roles, that is, to act as a students' union when necessary. From time to time, 
representations were made with the competent authorities on issues which 
closely affect law students. In November 1983 the issue of granting leave to 
student-workers was resolved to the satisfaction of most student-workers 
with the exception of some sponsored by a particular government 
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department. This issue, however, still awaits a complete solution. 
Following repeated representations with the University 

Registrar, legal publications are again being reprinted and the shortage of 
notes which existed a semester ago has started to disappear. The Ghaqda 
Studenti tal-Ligi has also repeatedly drawn the attention of the authorities 
to the disastrous shortage of staff at the Faculty of Law. It is our belief that 
such a shortage is causing untold harm to students and members of the 
faculty alike. It is our hope that both the senate and council act on the 
suggestions of the Advisory Committee on legal education and beef up the 
complement of the Faculty of Law. 

Individual cases have also been dealt with in and out of the 
Faculty Board. One such case concerns the question of re-sits and though 
no tangible results have as yet been arrived at, it is to be hoped that the 
committee dealing with this problem recently set up by the Senate would 
favourably review the present situation. In the near future, the Law Society 
has to exert more pressure on this issue. The Law Society will also be 
monitoring very closely any proposed re-structuring of the present 
examination system which may have an adverse effect on the law student 
community. This would follow the results of a new committee to be set up 
by the Senate following a Faculty Board motion to study the possibility of 
an examination held every two years for law students. 

As one may have seen in the short span which has passed since 
the Autumn issue of "Id-Dritt", the Law Society has not remained idle. In 
order to increase the momentum of activities, there is not only the need of 
hard-working committee members who often put the committee's work 
before their own personal interests but also a valid student participation 
coming forward with ideas and suggestions and willing to take part in the 
various organised projects. The Law Society is not merely the nine 
committee members but embraces the whole of the law student body. We 
trust, that during the next semester too, the Law Society will have a valid 
contribution to make towards the improvement of legal edu~ation in Malta. 
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