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lu hafna f’rahal ckejken
ftit ’il boghod, qalb il-gholjiet,
kien hemm dar kbira sabiha
— lanqas taf x’inhuwa s-skiet —

ghaliex fiha kienu jghixu
zewg subien ftit imqarbin;
lI-ghaxqa 1-kbira ta’ missierhom
jarahom jagbzu ferhanin.

Ghadda z-zmien, u darba wahda,

iz-zghir fosthom, ga zaghzugh,

ghamel hwejgu f’sorra ckejkna,
tefa’ fiha wkoll ftit dmugh.

Hdejn missieru mar imbissem,
qallu: “Pa, se jkolli mmur.
Din id-dar mhijiex hlief bejta,

jiena kbirt, jien iss’ghasfur!”
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“Imma jien!” u nfaqa’ jibki ...
“Pa, hallini nbus saqajk!”
“Jien inbierkek, ghaziz ibni,
anzi nbierek dawk gwenhajk

illi °’1 boghod se jehduk minni

biex xewqatek hemm issib ...

Ftakar biss li jiena mieghek;
tkun fejn tkun, jien dejjem qrib!”

U hekk telaq lil missieru
b’passi mghaggla imma tqal,
u ma riedx ihares lura
f’dawk it-toroq kollha dwal ...

Hekk ghaddew l-iljieli, il-granet,
u X-xewqat taru mat-trab,
u daz-zmien li xuxtu bjadet
m’ghadux johlom jara s-shab

daqqa jlebbet gisu ziemel,
jew iljun li gej ghalih ...

Dak 1i xtaq f’uliedu sabu;
bihom biss galbu tistrieh!

Sakemm darba filghaxija
f’dawl il-kwiekeb u ohrajn,
iben minnhom gallu mbikkem:
“Pa, berikli dal-gwenhajn!”



