I-Bi¢éa Huta
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“Dave you're coming on Sunday? U ejja come ta...as if you have anything to

do at home. Mela she’s whipping you jew? I'll fuel up today u nkellmek ghada.
Yes, tomorrow.”

ata’ 1-linja, tmattar wahda, hares lejn il-jott tal-fidda li kellu fuq il-kabord
ta’ warajh, rigal f’gheluq sninu mill-impjegati biex jiccelebra l-imhabba kbira
li kellu lejn id-dghajjes tal-ibburdjar, imbaghad dawwar il-harsa ta’ wiccu lejn
il-kikkra tal-kafe li kellu quddiemu. Kien kesahlu.

Zebbeg minn wara I-hgieg trasparenti 1i kien jifred I-ufficéju tieghu mill-
iskrivaniji fil-kamra ta’ quddiemu, fejn seta’ jsegwi lill-impjegati jitkellmu fuq
it-telefown wagqt li jnizzlu I-prenotazzjonijiet li geghdin jidhlu tal-giti li kienu
geghdin jaghmlu t-turisti fil-lukandi u l-appartamenti minn kull rokna turistika
ta’ Malta.

Harstu tieqaf fuq wiehed mill-guvintur, mehdi jittanta tfajla Ingliza li jidher
migbud lejha mqar biex jehodha xi mkien. Ohra biezla tghodd kemm ghandha
turistimnizzlin ghall-mawramadwar Malta, fejn ikollhom l-opportunita jistaghgbu
bl-irdumijiet ta’ Had-Dingli u jghumu fl-ibhra cari kristall ta’ Bejn il-Kmiemen.

It-tifsir li kienu jaghtuhom fil-browxers kien staghgib klassiku u bla tmiem,
mimli superlattivi li jekk taghlaq ghajnejk tinsa li wasalt hawn tghum galb 1-eluf
gisek sardina go landa tal-preserv, u minflok tahseb li gieghed taht is-sigar tal-
gewz tal-indi f’Tahiti jew il-Maldive bi xtajta ramlija kollha ghalik. Wahdek,
bhal meta nholqot id-dinja.
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Gwidi esperti u tgawdija t’esperjenza unika b’ghazla wiesgha ta’ ikel tipiku
regjonali u nbid maghsur minn dirghajn I-ghassara fi-art imsahhra, u inkantevoli
ta’ Kalipso. U anki d-dehriet inkantevoli. Bahar mimli hut ta’ kull speci fil-qalba
tal-Mediterran. Pajsagg naturali mzejjen bl-ohla sbuhija tal-holgien.

Jaghtuk 1-impressjoni li meta Alla halaq id-dinja ghamel sitt ijiem jahdem
bla nifs biex ifassal lil Malta u l-ahhar jum kompla 1-bgija tal-igbla u I-meded
tal-artijiet u l-wesghat tal-ibhra fejn jghixu popli ohra. Imma 1-flus ma jsirux bl-
onesta u bl-irgulija imma jafu 1-gherq taghhom fuq riklamar qarrieqi u bl-iskop
ewlieni li jqaxxruhom hajjin. Kif inghidu, juruk id-debba u jgabbzulek il-hmara.

Tfajla mbaccna u qasira, jekk fiha hames piedi, wi¢cha bajdani u fagmi
ghaddejja ddahhan sigarett wara l-ichor gisha cumnija, izzarrat il-kliem Ii
tghallmet mit-triq hekk kif qalulha 1i ghall-mawra t’Ghawdex, li bihom kienet
se ddawwar ewro, ma baqax post u allura kollox sarilha, kif inghidu, suf. Forsi
tipprova thajjarhom imorru hamest ijiem wara, inkella xi gita ta’ jum sa Sqallija.

“Guys, jaqaw ahna llum xalata? Ejja come on, stay focused on what you're
doing. I'm not paying you in dimes, al madonni. Squeeze the buggershalli lanqas
ikun baqghalhom ghal kafe 1-airport. I want more effort.”

Kieku li ssawwat bil-frosta kien ghadu permessibbli bhall-arguzin fuq ix-
xwieni ta’ zmien il-kavallieri, forsi kien jithajjar juzaha u jaghtihom daqgtejn
sew, imma tort il-unions tal-haddiema u n-nejk Zejjed taghhom, iz-zmenijiet
kienu issa nbidlu u ma setax. Ma kienx jaf x’imissu jaghmel hlief jitmashan u
jeghreq f’demmu.

“Can someone make me another coffee?” ghajjat, biex jikser il-monotonija
tal-gegwigija shiha.

Telaq ’il barra bil-herra, dahal fil-karrozza u beda jsuq fuq rotta li mdorri
biha, hareg mit-tahwid tat-traffiku, gibed lejn it-Triq tal-Barrani sakemm wasal
Birzebbuga. Kulma kien hemm fil-bajja ta’ San Gorg kienu dawk I-ghexieren ta’
gxur zghar tal-bahar, xi tliet kenuri tal-fajber u ftit xjuh mitlugin fuq il-bankijiet
ghad-dell tal-bruka huma u jlabilbu fuq it-temp. Qalb dawk il-qxur u l-opri, xi
whud fuq il-parat, xi ¢attri mxattrin mistrehin mal-hajt ta’taht it-triq qalb il-kappar
ul-kromb jikber mix-xquq mhux imkatihlin, kien hemm il-kajjikk ta’ FreduI-Joni.

Ghalkemm mhux ta’ sid ghajjur ghall-opra tieghu ghaliex langas il-mustac¢
ma jindenja jizbogh kif suppost, xorta wahdal-kajjikk ifisser ghalih id-differenza
bejn I-ghakkarija u hajja ta’ idu {*halqu. Sieket marbut mal-moll hdejn l-iskal,
u pront biex inizzel dawk l-erba’ kaxxi hut li gabad biex jagla’ dik ix-xi haga
zejdamal-paga minima li kellu bhala naddaf tax-xtajta fil-Qajjenza, forsi jghajjex
b’mod dicenti lil martu u wliedu.
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II-MALTI

I1-galantom taghnatefa’ I-karozza fil-genb, hareg u ttawwal "lisfel. X ’fortuna
Jlum, ezatt sabu diehel.

“Il-lami lami, x ’kumbinazzjoni. Hi Freddie, how are you?” b’ton bhallikieku
huwa l-aqwa habib li ghandu fid-dinja u li jieklu I-kirxa flimkien.

Dak hares ’il fuq lejh, gisu bhal anglu li jisma’ lehen u jhares aktar ’il fuq fis-
smewwiet, b’lehja ta’ jumejn fuq flokk tas-suf isfar mimli dlik tad-dizil u z-Zjut.
“Hawn, Sur Triganza, ghadna kif dhalna minn barra”, wiegbu xott xott.

“Temp sabih, hux? Isma’, ghandek xi huta sabiha ghalija?”

Kliem fil-vojt. Bhallikieku l-ichor se jmerih u jghidlu.

“Zraben tal-gilda farrada u ghotjien bojod tal-lokijiet gbadna bil-ghazel.
Naghmillek wieched? X tippreferi ghas-sinjura? Ghandibi¢éata’ katusa mkissra,
tridiex? Tigi tajba mal-aljotta.”

Minflok qallu, “Ghandi fellus ta’ cerna, cippulazza fiha tliet kilo. Ara kemm
hi sabiha din il-huta. Denéi...”

“Aghtini dik. Id-den¢i. Kemm tigini? Aghtini prezz tajjeb.”

“Din tigik hamsa u erbghin ewro.”

“U ejja, tisraqnix taf! Twenty-five...iva hu tletin.”

“Manistax, sinjur. Melama tafx il-mistierkemm jiswini? Langashaqqid-dizil.”

“Aghtihieli ghal tletin? Minghajr ricevuta.”

“Ma nistax. Jiena mimli spejjez, konzijiet biex insannar. Dawn is-snanar
tal-istainless steel. Spejjez tan-nases, l-ghazula u l-irkaptu. Hemm I-iskarigg...
irrid nitma’ 1-familja.”

Hareg il-kartiera u newwillu tletin ewro u ghamel biex jagbad il-huta. II-Joni
bejn ghaliex staha u bejn haseb li qieghed johlom, telaq il-huta minn idu. Il-huta
lill-galantom swietlu dags eskursjoni ghal tnejn min-nies, li minnhom ibigh sitt
mija fil-gimgha fl-eqqel tas-sajf.

“Jiena dejjem minghandek nixtri. Ma nafx ghaliex titolbu hafna flus. Ghal
din il-bic¢a huta li gbadt hekk kif tohrog hawn barra.”

“Dik huta tajba. Sinjur, mela ma tafx kemm intrigu? Is-sajd iebes ghax il-
bniedem maghmul ghall-art, mhux biex ikun fuq il-bahar.”

Sewwa jghidu li min ghandu 1-flus irid aktar xi jrekken. Bhallikieku bi dritt
li jibqghu jistaghnew fil-gid u jekk jistghu ma jhallux logma ghal haddiehor, ma
Jmurx dan joghla fis-soc¢jeta u wliedu xi darba jehduha ma’ wliedhom. Ma tarax,
1i t-tfal tal-Joni jsiru nurologisti jew tobba tal-annimali. Imma kif jghidu 1-flus
ifittxu 1-flus, anki fiz-zwieg. Qieghed il-huta fil-karozza u saq lura.

Il-Hadd meta telghet ix-xemx kien diga gieghed fuq il-jott fil-marina tal-
Imsida. Siehbu David wasal kwarta warajh. Kollox kien lest. II-jum ta’ gabel kien
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ra li I-frigg tkun mimlija bix-xorb ta’ kull tip, ikel xi jnaqqru u mieghu fil-picnic
coolers kellu d-denc¢i mhawra bl-insalati maghha li ghamel id-dar.

“You’re going out with Dave tomorrow, honey bun?” stagsietu -mara.

“Iva, tas-soltu hanini”, qalilha. Ftit kliem kien bizzejjed.

“I think I'll take the dog out mela.” Mur emminha.

Hekk kif hallew i¢-Cimi minn mal-puntuni bdew jagbzu lil Manoel Island.
Kellha tkun gurnata sabiha, bahar hgiega u d-dinja quddiemhom. Meta resqu
vi¢in il-ponta ta’ Tigne, beda jgenneb il-jott, huwa u jnaqqas is-sahha tal-magni
biex jersaq lejn l-art. David qaleb zewg paljetti tal-lasktu 1i thaxknu mal-blat u
fil-pront telghu zZewg tfajliet fihom gidma tajba.

“Have you been waitin’ long?” stagsichom.

“Only half an hour. But it’s worth it. We do not see the sea in Frankfurt. Only
grey skies and big buildings. Malta is wunderbar.”

Komplew jitlajjaw max-xtajta sa gabzu l-Ahrax tal-Melliecha u l-irdumijiet
ta’ Kemmuna u tefghu l-ankra {’dahla zghira mdawra bi blat gholi mhux tant
’il boghod mill-batterija ta’ Ras il-Qala. Ma kienx hemm il-mases ta’ nies bhal
f’Kemmuna. Wahda minnhom nelthiet it-topp tal-bikini bid-disinji tropikali u
kixfet par zejziet spuntati. L-ohra ddakkret minnha u ghamlet l-istess. Qabzu
jghumu u bdew jintrassu mat-tfajliet.

“We are in Gozo, most of them are farmers. A backwater, Iwould say,” qalilha
bl-arja ta’ skoperta ta’ Kristofru Kolombu.

I-Germanizi tghidx kemm ghoxew bil-post, ghamu kif jafu, u telghu
Jjixxemmzxu fuq il-jott wagqt li hu u David bdew iferrghu l-inbid ingazzat u jgibu
l-ikel merfugh mill-kabina. Id-den¢i dehret maestuza u tassew tiftahlek I-aptit,
diga mhejjija mghollija, miksija bil-hwawar, tadam irqiq u l-gtar ifuh taz-zejt
taz-zebbuga.

“Din il-huta tajba dags li niehdu Scoglitti ghand Il Sakkaleo,” sahaq David.
“Hasra li ma ghandniex il-lemon sorbet 1i jkollu.”

“Bro, ittawwal wahda isfel fil-frizer, ha tara.”

“Okkja man, kemm int tajjeb.”

“Are you enjoying yourselves, girls?” stagsiehom.

“Il-mara ghadha ma’ dak?”

“Iva ta, silly bitch.”

“U inti buy her a handbag ta’ Louis Vuitton, forsi ggieghlu jghir ghalik.”

“Hallik mill-mara tieghi. Issa ninzlu isfel maghhom u jekk jaccettaw,
inpartuhom ma’ xulxin.”

“Too right. Mela biex jieklu u jixorbu biss!”
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“What a nice fish, it tastes so divine,” qaltlu wahda minnhom.

“It's sea bream. I caught it yesterday,” gidbilha.

“Oh really! No, I don’t believe you.”

“Of course 1 did. Fishing comes natural to us Maltese. We all know how to
Sish. I'll show you.”

“X’se tivvinta? X’se taghmel?” stagsieh, waqt li gam minn fuq il-pultruna
tax-xemx.

Nizel isfel u beda jqalleb f’kaxxa tal-ghodda. Minnha hareg xlief bi tliet
snanar, illixka bi tliet gambli minn dawk li kellu fil-frigg ghall-prawn cocktails,
u tefa’ fil-genb tal-jott jistad ghall-qiegh. Ma ghaddewx ghaxar minuti li ma
gabadx burgax.

“Wow, it's true. Sorry, I didn't believe you,” qaltlu dik 1-aktar migbuda lejh.

U ftit wara tella’ gharusa. Wara kollox mhux dagshekk difficli 1i tistad.
Kulma trid naqra pacenzja. Kien jaghmel sew li lis-sajjieda ma jafdahomx. Min
Jjaf kemm jagilghu flus jagbdu I-hut 1i hu, wara kollox, ta’ kulhadd. Ja hallelin.

Nesa dan jew qatt ma ndenja jahseb li Bejn il-Kmiemen, minn fejn kien
gieghed jimpala l-mijiet tal-eluf kbar kull sena, kien ukoll wirt komuni u mhux
sar tieghu b’xi testment tal-familja.

Issa qieghed jerga’ jmissu u qabad huta zghira li, mghaddsa li hi, belghet
is-sunnara wahda sew. Qabadha mill-genb biex jifthilha 1-gargi halli jehlisha
mis-sunnara imma fil-pront tghawget u niggzitu.

Ftit sekondi wara hass fawra ta’ wgigh tiela’ minn idu ghal ma drieghu u
t-tektik beda jizdied u jtarraxlu gismu, u jersaq lejn qalbu. Hasra li kien ghamel
pacemaker ma’ qalbu sena ilu u t-tobba galulu jogghod attent.

X’taghmel? Hawn hu l-eroj taghna u s-sid tal-jott, ta’ kumpanija li taghmel
nofs miljun ewro qligh fis-sena, b’appartament f’Londra u dar fit-Toskana, li
bl-gherf bla gies tieghu lil din il-huta Zghira bil-lewn kannella mitfi bi dbabar
skuri, tiswa sold mill-antiki ma gharafthiex. Pastizz. Tuba. Ghoxx.

Jahasra, kicku hemm Fredu 1-Joni ta’ Birzebbuga mal-ewwel kien jghidlu 1i
tracna, I-aktar huta velenuza ’Malta. U li kulma kellu jaghmel hu li jaqtghalha
x-xewka ta’ daharha bil-mus li kull sajjied kien izomm fil-but, qabel ma jehlisha
mis-sunnara.

Imma dan it-taghrif siewi l-eroj taghna ma jafux, ghax kellu hafna aktar
affarijiet importanti fil-hajja li ried ikun jaf. Bhal nghidu ahna, fejn jista’ jinvesti
biex jagla’ aktar flus. Ghalih kulma kienet bi¢éa huta. L-ahhar mumenti 1i ftakar
kienlil David ikellmu u t-tfajliet idaru mieghu sakemm hassujintilef minn sensih.
Dan kollu minhabba din il-bi¢¢a huta.



