
Forti Mosta 
I 1 · 

I I I ' I Ill tf I II I 

I Ill II 1111 ,, 1/11 I ,,, I JOEii I , .. ,, 

Meta nilkell111u dwar poslijiel la' dil'i7.a 1-aklar 
poslijiel Ii wiehed jahseb l'ihorn hu111a dawk la' 111ad
war il-kosta. Fi l-l'att hekk ghandu jkun. 11-parli 1-kbira 
ta ' kull tip ta' fortil'ikazzjoni nbniet rnadwar il-kosla 
lal-gzejjer Maltin. Dan minhabba 1-l'all Ii rneta nbnew 
1-istess difizi, is-sahha ta' 1-art ill erija kienet ferm clil·
fe renti minn kif nal'uha ahna ilium. Minhabba f'hekk, 
kien kollu ta' xejn Ii wiehed jibni rortizzi qawwija fuq 
gewwa tax-xatt. 11-kanuni ta' clak iz-zmien ma kienx 
ikollho111 is-sahha biex iwasslu 1-balal taghhom f'clis
tanzi kbar. 

lr-rahal tal-Mosta ghanclu d-cl ifi zi tieghu wkoll. 
Forsi 1-aktar Ii jispikkaw fl-ise111 huma 1-linji tas
swar rnaghrufa bhala Victoria, kif ukoll ii-Fort i 
Mosta. Forsi hafna jahsbu Ii dawn hurna z.ewg forti 
f ikazzjon iji et Ii m'ghanclhomx x'jaqsrnu xejn ma' 
xulxin. Ghalkernrn huwa veru Ii hawnhekk qeghclin 
nitkellmu clwar zewg tipi ta' sistemi differenti, fl-
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isless hin haga kienet tikkurnplirncnla 1-ohra. 
ls-seklu dsatax kien wiehed la' tibdil. ll-leknologija 

bdiel linbidel rnil-lejl ghan-nhar. Kernm il-leknologija 
ruq il -bahar bdiel linbidel, kir ukoll ruq 1-arl. 11-basti
rnenti bdew isiru aklar hl'ief, kir ukoll bclew jinbnew 
bl-azzar. L-istess bastirnenti beda jkollhom kanun i 
kbar LI b'sahhithom ruqhom. Saclanillant iHeknologija 
fl-azzar kienel bcliel tolTri lill-inginiera 1-possibilitajiel 
biex isiru kanunu kbar u Ii jwasslu aktar" il-boghocl. 
Dan kollu kien il'isser Ii s-sisterni ta' gliecl kellhom jin
bidlu wkoll. 1 

Wahcla mill-fortizza 1-goclcla, Ii nbniet b'clawn il
hsibijiet kienet clik tal-Mosta. Moghtija 1-isem tar
rahal, din il-fortizza ghaclha tgawcli hafna rnill-istess 
clisinji u bini original i taghha. 11-forti nbniet fl-inhawi 
fejn hu 111aghruf bhala Misrah Ghonoq. Fl -istess 
inhawi nsibu fclalijiet arkeologici ta ' irnportanza 2 II-
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pjan originali laghha kicn 
scmplicimcnl rorlizza 
b'hamcs faccati. II-post f'cjn 
hija mibnija huwa idcali 
ghax minn hcmm 1-ghassicsa 
sctghu jikkonlrollaw mhux 
biss 1-inhawi, ii:da 1-islcss 
part i soslanzjal i mi 11-kosla. 

Minhabba din il-
poi:iz1,joni hckk imporlanli Ii 
1-ghan principali kicn Ii din 
il-fortizza lkun armala 
b'numru ta' kanuni la' 
daqsijicl diffcrcnli. 11-forti 
bdicl tinbcna ris-scna I 878. 
3 Jl-hsieb kicn lijkollha 11 il-kanun ta' 64-pdr 4 RML 
5 Minn dawn crbgha kellhom ikunu impoggija fuq sis
lema ta' pjattaforma Ii tin7.cl 'I isfel wara Ii tispara. Is
sebgha 1-ohra kellhom jitpoggew ri kmamar, fl-istess 
swar tal-fortizza. Kcllhom jitpoggcw i:ewg kanuni 
RML, izda ta' 6.6 pulzier 6 

Madwar il-forti kien hcmm il-hsieb Ii jitpoggew 
aktar kanuni 7 Intercssanti huwa d-dettal Ii dawn it-tip 

ta' kanuni kienu qeghdin mahsuba Ii jitpoggew fil-for
tizza, meta fil-veril~t kienu diga qcghdin jigu skartati 
mill-istcss awloritajiet. 8 Forti Mosta gict mitmuma fis
sena 1885. 9 

Fis-sen a 1888 kicn hawn f' Malta i:ewg ufficjal i 
Inglizi, il-Maggur General Goodenough u Lt. Sir 
Lothian Nicholson. Waqt 1-ispezzjonar tad-difii:i Ii 
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kicn hawn !'' Malta. hu111a 1Ti111arkaw Ii " .. .I-Forti 
Mosta m'hijiex fortizza soclisfacenti, ghalkemm il
poiizzjoni taghha hija tajha hafna, u jekk tkun 
armata mill-gelid, ghanclha toffri clifi7:a ahjar. Fl
istess hin ma' taghmilx sens Ii titwaqqa' u terga tin
hena mill-gelid ... " 1 o 

Huwa hal'na intcrcssanti Ii I-Forti Mosta spiccat 
tinbena l'is -sc na 1885. Fl-istcss scna kicn dig}t 
qi eg hed isir is-suggcrimcnti dwar it -tibdil n-arma
menti taghha. Fil-l'att ma i.-z micn tpoggew aktar 
kanuni, Ii kicnu naturalmcnt aktar modcrni. Barra 
111inn hekk kien hemm il-b i.onn Ii tinbcna parti ohra 
quddiem 1-istess swar tal-l'orti originali, bicx b' hek k 
giet imkabbra wkoll. 11 -kanunu Ii tpoggew kienu 
mpoggija l'il -parti 1-gdida . Huwa int e ressa nti Ii dawn 
ii.-zewg kanunu kienu jiddel"endu parti sos tan zjali 
mill-istess kosta Ii ki en hcmm quddi emhom . B'hekk, 
bastimewnti ta ' 1-ghadu Ii jkun resqin lcjn id-dahla 
tal-Port il-Kbir u I-Port ta ' Marsamxett setghu jigi 
milqugha bl-isparar minn hafna qabel. 

Forti Mosta ghaddiet mill-istess esperjenza bhal ma 
ghaddew numru ta ' fortizzi ohra mibnija mill-Ingli zi. 
Sakemm waslet it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, kemm il-linji 
tas-Swar Victoria, kif ukol l il-forti zz i mibnija biex 
jaghmlu parti minn din is-sistema tacl-difi za kienu 
spiccaw ma jiffurmawx parti mis-sistema. Sas-sena 
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1938 Forti Mosta kicnct qcghda tintu i.a hhala mahi.cn 
tal-111uni1jon. 11 

Dwar dawn it -tibdili ct u kil' inrlu wc 111.aw il-hsibiji 
ctta' 1-awtoritajict lnglii.i l'il -Mcditcrran. ara 
Quentin Hcghcs Brilnin in !he Melliterrnncnn <111(/ 

!he lfef'ence of' her 11<1 \l<Jf S/<Jlions. 1981. 
2 Minn jar jckk ma kicn x hcmm aktar l'daliji ct ta ' 

clan it-tip u bi ex inbnict il-l'orti zza gcw meqruda 
bhal ma kien gara l''inhawi ohra madwar Malta'! 

3 Stephen C. Spiteri The British Forlificnlions. Malta 
1991 , p. 103. 

4 L-abbrcvazzjoni 64-pdr tl'i ssc r Ii clan il -ka nun kicn 
jispara balal Ii ji7.nu 64 libbra. 

S L-abbrevaZ7.joni RML tl'isser rilled mun lc loaclcr. 
Dan ki en il'isser Ii 1-balla ki enet tiddahhal minn 
quddi em il -kanun. 

6 Dan kien il'isser Ii 1-wisa· ta ' l- istes0 l'etha tal 
kanun kienet ta ' dan daqs. 

7 Spiteri 1991, p. 103. 
8 Qu entin Hughes Malta: A Guide lo /he 

Forlificalions, 1985, p. IS I. 
9 Alfred Sammut-Tagliaferro 'B riti sh Fortifications 

and Defence of Malt~t 1800-1960', f'Archivium: 
The Jounwl of Ma/Iese Historical Research: I , 
Malta 1981 , p 84. 

10 Spiteri 1991 , p. 109. 
II Spiteri 1991 , p.105. 

As FARSONS AGENTS a nd Wholesalers, we stock a 
large selection of Wines, Spirits and Alcholic Beverages 
together with a variety of Snacks, Confectionery, Tobacco 
Products, Soft Drinks, Mineral Water, Juices and Mixers. 
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