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Editorial: Spotlight on Gozo

The Gozo Observer has been highlighting issues 
of significance in Gozo for the last 20 years and 
has now established a regular audience among 
readers in both islands. It is worthwhile from time 
to time to pause and reflect on the contribution of 
Gozo to the wider international scene.

Without any doubt from the prehistoric point 
of view, Ġgantija temples can be proud of an 
international audience with an annual number of 
visitors in excess of 186,000, one of the largest 
and first above-ground temples built inexplicably 
on one of the smallest islands in the world. 

Another phenomenon attracting several thousands 
of tourists to Gozo is the international appreciation 
of the beauty under the sea. Dwejra is widely 
regarded as one of the most attractive spots for 
scuba diving in the Mediterranean, another gift 
which the gods bestowed for our benefit without 
being appreciated for generations, as such things 
usually are.

On the intellectual scene Gozo has suffered in 
the past from the tremendous isolation. On the 
musical scene this isolation has been considerably 
overcome through the extravaganza of musical 
concerts over several weeks in summer, originally 
set up and largely directed by a dedicated team 
under the baton of the late Mro Joseph Vella.

The obvious question that arises: are the Gozitans 
ready to take advantage of these jewels? Too often 
one gets the impression that non-Gozitans make 
the bulk of the participants, and while international 
tourists as well as  our own siblings from the larger 
island are most welcome, Gozitans, and especially 
the younger ones, should be encouraged to visit 
these attractions and attend these events. 

Maurice Cauchi

Ġgantija temples, one of the largest and first above-ground temples built inexplicably on one of the smallest islands in the world.
[Source: https://www.visitgozo.com/where-to-go-in-gozo/archaeological-sites/ggantija-temples/]


