GLIDER
south
Exploring the sea south of Malta

To map pristine areas in the Mediterranean, CAMPE is going
where no glider has gone before. Prof. Aldo Drago writes.
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Prof. Aldo Drago coordinates the
Physical Oceanography Research Group
(Department of Geosciences, Faculty of
Science, University of Malta). Dr Adam
Gauci and Dr Anthony Galea handle field
expeditions and technical execution
of the research. Prof. Alan Deidun
provides expertise in marine biology and
environmental management. Audrey
Zammit, Raisa Galea DeGiovanni, and
Tiziana Micallef support the research team.
The Armed Forces of Malta support the
team through provision of boats and crew
for equipment deployment.
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DID YOU KNOW?
The bottom of the sea joining Sicily
to Malta is relatively shallow (100m
on average) and forms a step-like
platform, known as the continental
shelf, beyond which the sea bed drops
down consistently to much greater
depths. The Maltese Islands lie at the
edge of this shelf, looking like the top
of a mountain emerging out of the
sea. This explains why the sea is so
deep less than a mile away from the
sturdy Dingli Cliffs on the southwestern shores of Malta. Astounding
underwater topographies make the
Maltese Islands so unique not only on
land, but also under the sea!
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