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Above and far right, details of the front gate of Villa Luginsland on George -Borg 
Olivier Street, Rabat. PHOTOS: JEAN-PAUL BORG/KAPPA VISION In 1887, Baron Maximilian von Tucher commissioned Maltese architect Francesco Zammit to build the palatial villa. It was furnished with Bavarian-style furniture and housed a rare collection of Albrecht Di.ir:er engra_vings. 

The Gerntan,consul who introduced the saxophone to Malta (1) 

The German consulate was formerly housed in this 17th-century house in Merchants Street, comer with St Christopher Street, 
Valletta, which is now the Rosselli Hotel. 

MICHAEL GALEA 

On account of its geographical location 
in the centre and on the crossroads of 
the Mediterranean, Malta has 3lways 
played a significant role throughout 
the millennia. 

In 1832, a German consulate wasestab
lished for the first time in Valletu.. Karl 
Maempel, of Albert Maempel & Co., of 
273, Strada San Ursola, ValletU, was 
among the first consuls. 

He was followed by Cav. Henry Ferro of 
35, Strada Forni, Valletta, who died in 
1887, and was succeeded by Cav. Elward 
Ferro, who, besides being conSil for 
Germany in Malta, w~ ~lso conml for 
Denmark and Belgium. By the:i, the 
consulate had moved to 35, Strada 
Federico, Valletta. 

In his endeavours to expand G~rman 
influence, Wilhelm II, Emperor tf Ger
many and· King of Prussia, visit~d the 
Ottoman Sultan at Constantinq>le in 
1889 and, again, in 1898. On his Eecond 
journey to the Levant, the Kaiser supped 
at Malta on his return home. Fe was 
travelling with his consort, Enpress 
Augusta Victoria of Schleswig-Hol;tein. 

The imperial yacht Holienzollen, with 
their imperial majesties on board, en
tered Malta's harbour on NoveniJer 15,' 
1898, early in the afternoon. 'n the 
evening, Governor Sir Arthur F:aeman
tle and Admiral Sir John H<pkins, 
Naval Commander-in-Chief, dincl with 
their imperial majesties on bmrd the 
Hohenzollern. Also present w:B Cav. 
Edward Ferro. 
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On the morrow, the empress was con
ducted around the palace by the gover
nor and visited St John's Co-Cathedral 
under the guidance of Lieut. Col. 
Nicholas Grech Biancardi, aide-de-camp 
to the governor. After luncheon on 
board the flagship RamiUies, the em
peror, accompanied by Admiral Hop
kins, paid a long visit to HM Dockyard. 

A delay occurred in their departure 
and so the Hoh.enzollern remained in 
harbour. The next morning, November 
17, the imperial yacht and its escort left 
harbour. A gun salute bade farewell to 
their imperial majesties. 

Living in Malta at the time was the 
noble Baron Maximilian Tucher von 
Simmelsdorf, who resided at 51, Molo 
~ieta, Pieta. Albert Maempel was a close 
neighbour at 55, Molo Pieta. 

Von Tucher, 21, had retired as 
lieutenant from the Bavarian Army and 
settled in Malta for health reasons. 
He was the . son of Frieda and Baron 
Wilhelm von Tucher and was born in 
Leitheim, Bavaria. 

The family roots were in Leitheim, 
situated near Donauwurth, between 
Nurnberg and Augsburg. 

On June 5, 1877, Von Tucher married 
Maria Victoria Maempel, 21, born in 
Malta, daughter of Jane (Giovanna) and 
Karl Henry August Maempel, a former 
consul for Germany in Malta. 

The marriage took place at the Bishop's 
Palace and then at Queen Adelaide's 
church (St Paul's Anglican Pro-Cathedral) 
in Valletta; it was celebrated by both 
Roman Catholic and Anglican clergy for 
the bride was a Roman Catholic and the 
bridegroom a Lutheran. 

Initially, the family Von Tucher 
resided in Valletta but, in 1887, the baron 
commissioned Maltese architect 
Francesco Zammit to build the palatial 
Villa Luginsland, described as "a fine 
stately home designed in a neo-classical 
style" at 26, Buskett Road (now George 
Borg Olivier Street), Rabat. 

The villa still stands. It was furnished 
with Bavarian-style furniture. The fam
ily owned a rare collection of engrav
ings by the famous Albrecht Diirer of 
Nuremberg. The Von Tuchers patron
ised Maltese social life. 

"The Von Tuchers 
patronised Maltese 
social life" 

Baron Von Tucher was appointed 
German consul in Malta in January 1900. 
Cav. Giuseppe Attard was vice-consul. 
Tucher's appointment was to last a good 
14 years. Before this appointment, there 
was a trading firm by the name Francis 
Tucher & Co. with its offices at 62, Sda 
San Ursola, Valletta. 

It was rumoured at the time that the 
consul, during his long tenure of office, 
was also active in the intelligence service. 
This could explain how maps of British 
inilitary installations and reports of ship
ping movements in Malta came into the 
possession of the German government. 

Attached to the consulate was Johann 
( Georg) Furst, a young man from 
Nuremberg, as secretary to the consul. 
He subsequently married Helen (Lily) 
Debono in 1912. He made a name for 
himself as a photographer and painte1: 

When war broke out in 1914, Furst was 
among the internees at Verdala Bar
racks, from where he was apparently 
not immediately released till several 
months after the declaration of 
Armistice Day, on November 11, 1918. 

The German consulate was housed in 
a 17th-century house in 167, Merchants 
Street, Valletta, corner with St Christo
pher Street, which was originally the 
property of the family of Pietro Rosselli 
and Aloisia Massa. Today, this large 
building is the Rosselli Hotel. 

The city of Leitheim, the birthplace of 
Von Tucher, has an old tradition for 
chamber concert music and is 

. renowned for the manufacture of the 
harpsichord, a sort of antiquated piano. 
This background might explain Von 
Tucher's love for music and the arts 
and that he was an active member of 
the Philharmonic Society Conte Rug
giero/Casino San Paolo of Rabat. In
deed, from 1893to1914, Von Tucher was 
the president of this society . . 

He is reputed to have introduced in 
Malta the use of the saxophone. He also 
bequeathed to the society a collection 
of parchments. 

On January 25, 1895, the fe.ast of the 
Conversion of St Paul, the baron pub
licly presented a pair of solid silver can
delabra to Francesco Xuereb, "the 
talented director" of the philharmonic 
society. In the evening, the noble baron 
and guests assembled at the Casino 
San Paolo where Von Tucher proposed 
a toast, in the most appropriate terms, 
to the health of the philharmonic soci
ety and of its able director "as a 
painstaking i.nstructor and educator". 

The noble Baron Maximilian Tucher von 
Simmelsdorf 

The large gathering of guests included 
Baroness von Tucher, Mr Maempel and 
MsMaempel. 

Part 2 of this article will be pu.blished 
next week. 


