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FOREWORD 

A few months ago I was approached by ELSA Malta’s Editorial Board in regard to its 

publication, the Elsa Malta Law Review (EMLR), which has been going strong for a 

number of years and indeed seems to go from strength to strength. I accepted, with 

little hesitation, out of conviction in Student Activism, and also out of conviction that 

any and all research is to be encouraged and supported.  

 

Student Activism comes in many shapes and sizes. Even if we concern ourselves solely 

with the Faculty of Laws, it implies that while regular attendance of lectures is 

important, part of the budding Legal Professional’s formation requires not isolating 

oneself to one’s academic studies, and involving oneself in what is going on around 

them: if there is a seminar being organized, attend it because you just never know who 

you might meet in the coffee break, or what observation by a member of the panel or a 

member of the audience might strike a new chord in your mind; once invites to join 

moot court competitions are published, rise to the occasion not only to hone your skills, 

but also to mix with your peers and make new friends; you will find it extremely 

rewarding so put your name forward to join one of the many committees and boards or 

to represent the students, be of service to your peers too. 

 

ELSA Malta with all its activities, is proof that sufficient Law Students are as active as 

one can possibly wish, and these people will look back in future years with pride, with 

many stories to narrate to the future, younger generations. Apart from the fun, they will 

also benefit personally from the skills they honed, which practical and management 

skills will serve them very well in future years. They will also undoubtedly make 

reference to these skills in their C.Vs, and I know from experience that prospective 

employers will be impressed. 

 

Obviously, writing in early April 2020, we are all operating under the dark cloud of 

COVID-19, which has put a serious dent into all our activities, student activities 

included. Just one month ago an ELSA Malta team returned from Lithuania, where 

they made it to the final moot court round which was to be held this month (April). 

Who would have imagined what was to happen within weeks? All the conferences, all 

the events, all plans and preparations were put off indefinitely. A serious 

disappointment which nobody ever anticipated, because it arrived so quickly, and we 

have never experienced anything of the sort in our lifetimes. Yet, it goes to prove that 

life is short, that one must never take tomorrow for granted, and we must not put off 

things.  

 

Hopefully, life as we knew it will resume relatively soon and we will start meeting in 

person again, and not just virtually. In the meantime, of course, there is no reason for 

the reading and research to halt. The libraries may be physically closed, but the internet 

is alive and kicking and online resources are still available. Our lecture halls may be 
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empty at the moment, but the online classes are as full as your Dean’s Inbox. This is 

all very positive, and this edition of EMLR adds to it. In these difficult times, the fact 

that ELSA managed to continue to compile and edit quality articles, and to publish yet 

another edition of EMLR is definitely to their credit, and to our collective gain. The 

show must go on, the reading and research must never stop. Since we are compelled to 

remain indoors, I suggest you take the opportunity to do more reading and research 

than ever before. COVID-19 apart, once you embark on a legal career, you have entered 

a world in which knowledge is key: it is the key to winning that court case, it is the 

basis of the advice you give your coveted client, it is the foundation of the wise 

judgements and rulings you will one day deliver too.  

 

We never know enough, and we must always keep abreast of developments. We are 

expected to be on the ball at all times, and we will not be forgiven for not knowing 

something. Indeed, the common maxim ‘ignorance of the law is no excuse’ has a more 

particular meaning for those who operate in the vast, ever-expanding Legal World. It 

is a fast-paced and competitive world, in which it is not always easy to find time for 

reading and research. However, it is important that we cater for this and allocate time 

to it no matter the stage of our legal careers we happen to have arrived at: the Law 

Student at 20, the legal professional at 40 and the Judge at 60 are all in the same boat 

and never know enough. I personally put down dates in my calendar, which I leave free 

under all circumstances, as time to read, to reflect and to absorb, and to write a little bit 

too despite the Deanship which occupies every waking moment of my day. The 

contributors to this edition of EMLR obviously did the same, or they would not have 

concluded and handed in their pieces. They are undoubtedly personally enriched by 

their research, and we are furthermore enriched by the work which they chose to share 

with us and for which I for one, am grateful. Keep it up Dear Students no matter your 

age and the position you hold, combine Activism and research to continue producing 

and sharing quality articles: it is a win-win formula.  

 

Well done ELSA Malta and its contributors, you do your Faculty proud. 

 

Ivan Mifsud 

Dean, Faculty of Laws,  

Universita’ ta’ Malta 

4th April 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


