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Judge Giovanni ··.Pu"llicino ·· ... -
. . .· ,.. ~ : : . . " : .. 

'. :·:;·, . 13y ALBER;I1 GANADO, B.A .. LL.I). : ... • 
"· .·A·, .:~ii:T?r ·of . th~· . highest. c.ivil and -. do1~1estie . \1ir ... t~rni.i _; '. a ·.~f~ .. ·-~~f 

.t).: .study , · llnceas1ng activity. dedication to d.uty ,; . a ·:. sp:rpt 
· guided b:r noble id.ea.ls and fortified hv. Christian charity,; 'such 
:· \'.n~~s--Gio~anui PuliiCino. He stands i~ the ·forefront ofMalte1

se 
. ·jurisconsults.' . ·He was . destinec.1 t-0 make the holoeaust of his. ·1j'f e 

· ·.9n· the . altar of science. He built to his own eternal ·· me~~ey 
··.a '_ ~o~ument." Qf j1:1dgements .teemjng with lega~ ~is.Cl~!D· . Y~st 
·knowledge, faithful industry, profoui1d ·thought, were: .e~be~d~d 
in his nature; a phiJlanthropic dispos~tion, .a deep ·love~ for his 

, family' ·a a·ignified pei·oonality' form the complete pict1*e; : ·. '. 
· . Politi<!s dia not attract him ; his in.terests ·lay ·elsewh~re. 
Music .be regarded from the layman',s poiµt of vj.ew .. · ·He·.' ~as 
very ·well "versed in Latin, Italian and E 'nglish a.nd 'w~s: 'a/~lover 
of ·~~~tese Histo~j;·. Not over addjcted to ¥>ciety, _·he ~~s J~nd 
of long walk~ .i~ . ~he ·c~mntry ~it_h F:Om~ of his . intimate Jri~nq.s. 
There, ·in· Nature,s · surroundings, he indulged _in_.that. fiee~ing 
peace an cl quiet of mind so vital to one who is · labouring: ji~_~er 
the strain of continuous toil. His missio~ completed, haVing 
earned the ~~espect and affection of all , he t.hrew his shadow . on 
thA earth in his passage t-0 another world. · -

Giovanni ~Putlicino's birth· augured well for the future:. : It 
oce;ured .. at Cas~l _.Zebbug on the 16th .Tuly ·1857. · His . fat~~r 
\Vas ·Judge Filippo Pullicino; his grandfather, Dr. Arcange.lo, 
a phys~cian. His ea.rly life was that of .a young man of posj~i~n 
and promise : every material ministration nurturecl his · yoiith. 
From Savona.'s school, at an early age, he p~ssed . on'.ctp ~ ~he 
Unir~rsity wb~re he obtained his Degree· in ·Law 'in· Augu~ ~i~77. 

· He \:\;as ·one . of : the brightest young men of his time · ~nd :~as 
lo~ked ·upo'n by· t_eacher.s ·a1~tl exan1iners aJ.ike .a~ ,a risii;ig, ~~ar 

· that · w(?u1cj ··edips~ '. ~11 c;omp~titors · in the leg~l pJai:te·. ,· .. At .-~~he 
Universitv·he pur:sued his studies .in law· with great enthuf3ia.sm, 
a.nd was. ~r;ie of the first in class. During his Acad'emfoal CO~rse, 

I • • • • . . • . J.. "'· 
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Effitdr.'s Note: 'v~ wish i-0 'thank .Dr. · J.-~L G~~adp. ·J{A.: 
for his kind cooperation. Our thanks are also. due t-0 Mr. 
Mitchell of the Oo!onja] Office and Mr: Bla.kiston of the Publir 
Record Office . 
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tj;).~-~· f ollo\;Ving are . the theses lw submitted for exainination . at 
the ~nd of each yea.r :-. 

J.874--0rganizzazione del Consiglio di Governo in Malta. 
· -1875-Materia clel diritto c.lelle Genti. 
1~76-Contratto di noleggio---quando si scoglie ·ipSQ iure'. 

. J.877-8teullere un libello di lesione per parte del venditore. 
· . Barely four years after he had left the Alm.a Mater, in 

V381 l)r. l-l-iovauni Pullicino recrossed its threshold as a Profes­
:-50r. It was Bort-on's ·Governorship and education in lVIalta was 
undergoing. a profound .change. On the 7th June 1880, Sigis­
m-0ndo Savona was appointed Director of Educatipn, and) in the 
faoe :of etiff opposition, set out t-0 implement the refprm.s a.d~ 
voc.~ted in Keenan's Report of 1879 on the educational system 
of. ·l\{alta. By his uncompromising attitude and unpopular po­
licy, Savona incurred the enmity of a considerable sectiQn of 
the :pPpulation. But, let it be said to his credit, during his 
clir.ectorship_ much progress in education was made. 

, : In the seat of higher studies lVIr. Sa.vona carried out yery 
::·.ml:>.sta-Iitial reforms. Since some time previOus to his appoint­
ment, foreign jurists of continental fame had occupied the Chairs 
of Law at our University: one may m.ention Dr. Giacomo San­
filipp0 and Dr. Nicolo Crescimanno. The latter, an Italian 
political exile, was Professor, in 1880, of Commercial Law, Cr1. 
ininal:La·w, Science ·of Law, History of Legislation, and Inter­
national and Constitutional Law. He also occupied ad interim 
t.he -Chair of Civil f:!ind Canon Lav..·. Undoubtedly, Dr. Cresci­
manno·.discharged.his multifarious duties with exceptional ability, 
but, . :in the eyes of. the new-Director of Education, this state 
of things · oonstituted a unique monopoly of teaching which 
eould .. no..longer .be tolerated. Thus, he immediately t0ok steps 
to.· fi.H ·. the .. vacancy.in the field of Civil and Canon Law and his 
choice was a very fortunate one ; it fell upon Dr. Giovanni 
Pullici~o who was still 24 years of age. Thus the ~rightest 
h~pes w.hich his endowments and attainments had raised -in· his 
regaxd ~ in .. his early college and University days ·were soon -ful· 
filled. The new nominee bad .two distinct advantages over. his 
predecessor; besides being equipped· with profound legal thoory, 
he , :wa~, . unJike pr. C~e~c~~anno, . ~ . . practisi_ng IP.ember of the 
.J,1altese .Ba·r; · roorover·, whilst· he could · not hope to outshine 
Dr. Qres·cimanh~ in .the l~nguages of Virgil and Dante, he was 
also very ·well arqua.int~cl · wit.h the English language. Dr. 
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PullicinQ fully appreciated the novel responsibility which liad 
beeu laid · upon him, and he rnade it a point t-0 impress upon all 
that the trust shown in him was not misplaced. He tried k 
infuse into his pupils the sincere love of study and the devo­
tion to the rule of law which animated his whole being. A 
Yast general culture, a deep learning of the law, and a sharp, 
jntelligent brain stood him in good stea<l: and made his tasks 
~eem easy and simple. With his students he associated himself 
with paternal affection ; hi~ eharac:teristic affability made the 
<:old walls of the da.ssroom burn with the warmth 9f hearth and 
home. ~e enlightened his pupils as to the duties \vhich their 
profession entaifed : • 'L'avvo<:ato dovrebbe, per cosi dire, imme. 
desimarsi ·colla causa di cui assume il patrocinio; ed apportando 
nella -_ difesa· del suo cliente, il corredo di tutte le sue cognizion1 
t~d · il fruit{). clella sua esperienza, cerca.re di diradare tutte le 
tcnebre, spuntare i sofismi, abbattere gli ostacoli con cui talora 
con grand'apparato si vo,glia offuscare Ia. verita e far~ trionfare 
l'inginstizia. Nella difesa dei deboli e degli inermi, deve rad­
doppiare la sua perseverante energia e cercare in tutti r .modi 
di. dntuz~are e rendere inani gli sforzi della prepotenza e dello 
arbitrio." (l} 

During Dr. Giova.nni Pullicino' s professorship, the Boya.l 
University of !vfalta, cyS far as its administration is con­
c~rn~d, entered upon the brightest period of its -hist-Ory 
under British rule. 'ro a large extent it became auton9mous. 
In 1887, ~1r . Savona. no longer held the post of Director of 
Educ.atio1). On the 26th September of that year, subsequent to 
the i·ec9m.rnendation of a Government Commission, the Funda­
me,Qtal Stat11te Qf 1838 of the University was repealed, and a new 
Statute wa{5 promulgated ~ crea~ing a Senate which was vested 
w:ith very :wide power::;. Four members of the Senate were to 
Le .~lected by the Special . Councils of Theology 1 Laws, Medicine, 
Arts . and Sciences respectively from among those forming . each 
Sp~c.i.al Councit Professor Giovanni Pullicino was.·. chosen _by 
th~. Fa-culty of Laws, and he took a most active pa.rt in the-dis­
cu~sions and deliberati9ns of that body . 

. ·He was probably the youngest member of the Senate; :but. 

· · (1) . Vide "La missione educatrice delle classi professionali". Dis­
oorso· del Prof. G. Pullicino LL.D., letto nel~a. Pubbli~a.. _Bi~U9~eca j ii 
Malta il 19 Settembre ·1895 all'occasione del conferimen:to ·dei gra.di ac-
1.:ade.mi<:i-p •. 6. 
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hrs words c:arried much vYeight with the hearers. When . the 
1;horny language que.stiQn a.rose in the Sena.te, he took a fearless 
~taud in promobng the teaching and knowledge of English, but 
would not brook any attempt ahning at the suppression of 
Italian. . I11 this he fully concurred with the opinion of · the 
uiajority , among wl10n1 were Nions. 8. Gret h Delicata, Judge 
J.Juigi G8tnado, Judge Paolo lJebono. Dr. Oreste Grech Mifsud 
and Professor Y. Mi(;allef . 

. . . The powers of the newly created body were further am­
plified by the promulgation of Ordinance XII of 1889. Seven 
years later, Dr. Caruana, the Director of Education, at his final 
interview with the Governor, before leaving the Service, a.lleged 
that: he had found it impossible, bec~use of the .Senate, t,o carry 
out :his d~ties satisfactorily. This led to the . appointment, by 
the. Council of Government, on the 16th December, 1896, of . a 
Select Com;in.ittee to inquire and report upon the organisation of 
the Education .Department and to report upon any necessary 
reforms in the law eoncerning same. .Judge Pullicino as a mem­
ber of the Senate gave his evidence· before this 'Committee, and, 
together ·with 0.ther members of the Senate, categorically denied 
that the' Senate ha.!Cl at any time impeded the action of --the 
Direc_tor of Education ,; it merely was a . check. on that officer. 
The Senate always gave the Dired-0r of Educatiori such assist­
ance· 3:? it was in their p<>wer tQ give, and the 'action of the 
Set1ate had always been approved by the Governin.ent,' except 
in a· few ·instances when their resolutions were · · veto~d . . ·· .' The 
Director · himself had always expressed · his . acknowledgements 
!'. '.) _the Senate for the services rendered t-0 him , . ~nd; in · some 
1nst~nces , in spmewhat ell)_phatic language. . . 

_But the Government. .had, -~or .political . r~~so~~~. t~k.~IL~P. 
obstinate stand in favour of the abolition of the automonQus body 
governing. the University and, in 1897, the Dr~ft Ordinance for 
it~·. ab_oliti<?n became law' notwithstanding the fierce _ o_ppo~i.tion 
of' the· Elected Beneh. It was substituted by a General CoUJicil' 
which had a. merely ·consultative ~apacity , and the management 
of the University ·-"'~as· to. rest for the next .fifty years in . >the 
h~_t:i.d~ of a ~ingle n1an! the Rector, subject only to the Governor. 

. . Dr. Pullicino ·was one of the foremost advocates ·pract~sing 
at _the l\i!altese Bar. After finishing his studies at the Univ:er­
~ity: · he \YE'nt ct·broa.d : to Italy , it is thought, to · complete his 
Nhl<:ation· :ar.a·, .. on ·his return; h e ar.quired, 'vith.in a few years! 
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an appreciable dientele, both as 1·egards its numbers and its 
kind. He had a ma~terly way of treating the subject in dis­
pute : no repetition, verbiage, rhetoric, but a dear exposition of 
<:arefully marshafleJ arguinents, brief and to the paint. He 
wended his way through the delicate intricacies of many im­
portant fi.deicommissa and primogeniture cases with cQnsum­
mate skill and rare ability : so .muc:b so . that when he was 
elevated to the Bench, he was allowed by the Government t{) 

<;ontinue to plead before our Court of .Appeal in a complicated 
and vital isl'Sue on Primogenitures. 

He considered the profession in the noble light in which it 
:;hould be regarded. He deplored the egoism of those who look 
upon their academic degree solely a.s a medium for gain, those 
who, in the words of La111artine "non hanno altra religione 
f;he l 'aritmetica e pongono una cifra. al posto del cuore.'' It 
was the ·<luty of the professional · body to educate the D,lf!,sses, 
" ingentilendone i costumi, infondendo in esse l'amore al l8voro, 
la pratica della. pieta, il rispetto all'ordine e frenandone h~ ten­
den~e SQyversive.'' What a sharp \.!ontrast t<> what we are wit-

nessing to-day ·all around us, and unfortunately even in ~~lta ! 
Far from inculcating into the minds of the masses the t:ru~ prin­
~iples of Christian Soc~ology, !ar from instilling into t~eir pe~i-ts 
1ove of w9rk, the practwe of virtue and respect for law and ~rder, 
individuals .belonging to the professional classes, imbu~d • with 
the in.align sprit of i;ecularism and rationalistic philosophy, are 
::ipreading the seeds of revolt an1011g the workers, in whose miµds 
ignorance acts as a powerful a:Qd rich fer.tilizer ! 

In ~895, unripe in years but fully mature ·in learnin_g, Pro­

fessor Pullicino entered upon the second and .last stage ·<;>£.- his 
life. He was only 38 ~ when his virtues and me~·i~s were-rew~~4ed 
by ·the grant of a Judgeship; but, striving though ·he might, pe 
could not attain the coveted treasure of the Offi.~e of Chjef 
Justice, though, for close on · two years, it lay within his · grasp. 
His appointment, t-0gether with that of Dr. · Zaccaria Ronbali, 
was made known to the public on the 11th September 1895, 

I 
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and :wa.s to have effect from the 1st of October (2). Professor 
Pullicino had long been designated as one of the best fitted 
to occupy a. seat on the Judicial Bench and his nomination was 
unexceptionable in eYery respcd . In this new field, his bril­
liant qualities stood out more c:onspicuous.ly than ever, and there 
wa.s not one Court - Civil, Commercial or Criminal - in which 
he did not shine. He sat like the great judge he was, hearing 
with an open mind and "\V"ith trained patience the case deployed 
on either side, giving full opportunity to an exhaustive treatment 
of the point at issue, now and then interjecting a question or 
brief comment, searching or pregnant, which tended to bring 
out th~ relevant points of the case in dispute. A truly wonder­
ful memory at the service of an equally great intelligence, which 
enabled hin1 to grAisp thoroughly and at once, even to the minut­
t~st detail, a.ny Dl:a.tter brought before him ; a perfect lucidity Qf 
1n ind which begot a corresp0nding lucidjty of expression, coupled 
with an e~tensive anil profound .knowledge of every branch of 
law and subjects connec:tecl therewith ; an intimate understand­
jng of the workings <)f the human heart, and a penetrating power 
of observation and discrimination - they were all his. And 
they made him one of the bright~st ornaments that adorned. 
our Bench, which , in the ·words of King Edward ·vrr, has ever 
bfen second to none in the British E1npire. 

All his grea.t qualities are clea1·ly reflected in many master­
ly judgements with wl"iich he has enriched Qur Case Law. Un­
til 1902, when he took up his duties in the Commercial Court, 
he sat in the Ffrst Hall of the Civil' Court. Upon the death of 
.Judge Paolo Debona, in 1906, hP succeeded him in the Criminal 
Court a.ncl in the highest Tribunal of these Islands, the Cpurt 
of Appea.I, where he sat with President Sir Giuseppe Carbone, 
and Judge Sir Alessandro Chappelle. As his · predecessor ~ad 

(2) Governor Freemantle in his despntch 0£ the 22nd .August 1895, 
to the Sec1etary. of State: states that after having considered very care­
fully the claims of such ]a'\\'Yers as he deemed qualified to fill the vacant 
posts created by the retirement of Judge Sir Salvatore Naudi and Judge 
.\.gostiuo Nau di, and q.fter consulting in the first place the Crown Ad­
v-0ca.tc nnd also the Chief Justice and the Acting Chief Secretary, he 
decided to recommend Dr. Z. Roncali and Prof. Dr. Giovanni Pullicino 
for appointment as two o( His Majesty's Judges. Judge Pullicino he 
describes·, as one of the leading barristers and very well acquainted with 
the English language. 
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bet;ll Lefore him, .Judge Pullicino: though t he junior member, 
h(lcarne the life and soul of that Tribunal : most of the judge­
!1rnnts deliYered by this Court were the product of his intelli¥ 
g~nce. ~tndy and labour. 

Upon t-hL· status of tlw .J11dge.s iu :Vlaha he had very de­
finite idea~. A :Nie1nora.ndurn. dra,vn up by hjm and forward­
Pd by the Judge~ to the Secretary of Stale in 1915,. makes in­
teresting reading. rrhis ~1ernorandtun considered the system of 
selectiOn aiid appnjntn1ent of Chief .Justice in Malta, and the 
gist of ii all is that a judge has a bettt-r title than the Crown 
Advocate to be n01ninatecl Chief Jn8tice. In it ffjs Majesty's 
Judges stated that " we nrc not n;wan~ of any instance in wh~ch 
the post of Crown AdYocate has be~n offerec1 to any of His 
Majesty·s .Judge~ . a <· ircumstance which shows that the position 
of a Judge has never been considered inferior i.n importance to 
that of 0rown AclvocatP. " Morffiver 1 ,T ndges in Malta have 
equal duties : rights and privilegPs a.8 the Chief ,Justice, who iR 
"pri1nns inter pare~". nnd hence a judge is deeme<l t-0 'possess 
all the qualifi<:ations requi~dte for the offic:e of Chief Justice. A 
1udge is better qualifie<l for that office also because he ha.a ex­
perience of judicial' bnsiness, whilst the Crown Advocate is al­
rno~t pxr·lu~ively Pntrn8t~'1 with legi~lativP and executive duties . 

.Availing therusE:l\€~ !' of t.his opportunity~ His ·Majesty's 
.Judges also brought to the notice of the Secretary of State that 
· ':M~a.lta. is the on1y British Possession in which , contrary to the 
ordinary rule, a J u<.1ge of the S uprem.e Court is not officially 
styled 'His Honour'. This -Ofllission, for which there appearn 
to be no justification. is emphasized in certain unofficial public­
ations, that in Malta that title is withheld from the Judge. We 
express our hope t.hat, by your sa.nction , such disparaging ex­
~ :eption tvill be ren1oved. an cl that the same style which under 
the Colonial Regulations is accorded to Judges of the Supreme 
r_,anrt will be extended to us and to our successors.'' It waR 
not until ten years ago that, a.fter lengthy. correspondence be­
tween the Govern1n,ent and the Secretary of State, tfie title of 
.iThe Honourable ~Ir. Justice" 'vag conferred upon H.M. 's 
.T udges in 1'fa1ta. 

There were other similar matters which troubled Judge 
Pullicino's tranquillity of mind. Both Professor Pullfoino and 
Dr. Zaccaria Roncali had, in 1895, been appointe'd Judges by 
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one and the same Government Notice with effect from the same 
date: so the question of precedence between them arose. Dr. 
Roncali contended that the right was his , as he had received 
first ment.ion in the GoYernrnent Notice : Professor Pullicino 
7·,. ::.-.:1 1 "11 I j . • • .. f' >I' ;~ It !~ :-·Ir ·.· .• ··)l! fr> 1w n. ~t1 '·h l1P hao already 
been in the service of the Government for fourteen years, and 
this was enough t-0 give him a major claim. Until the death 
of Judge Debono. Dr. R-0ncali was considered the senior of the 
two, in conformity with Freemantle's· despatch to the Secretary 
of Sta.te, recommending the two nominations. But, in 1906, 
for so'1ne reason or other, it was Judge Pul1icino who succeeded 
.T udge Debono in the Court of Appeal. 

Judge Pullicino a.}so took up another question with the 
Government. Previously, it had been the practice for His Excel­
lency the Governor t-0 serid invitations to official dinners to the 
Chief Justice and the two Senior Judges . Lat.er, only the Chief 
.Justice usecl to be invited. J ndge Pullicino ·insisted that the 
invitation be extended, as before, t-0 the two senior Judges, in 
view of the _fact that the Chief Justice did not represent the 
Judicial Bench and that the other .Ju-dges were his equals. 

On the ~eath of Sfr Joseph Caroone, towards the end of 
1913. Dr. Pullicino. n,s the Senior Judge, was appointed Chief 
,Justice and President of the Court. of Appeal. But Fortune 
did not s1nile upon him this time : after he had occupied this 
exalted pbsition for almost two yea.rs, the then Crown. Mvocate, 
8ir V~ncent Frendo Azzopardi wa..t! made Chief ,Justice on the 
15th :November 1915. This was a ·cruel blow fio Judge Pulli­
cino's fon.dest hopes, and he wa.s to feel its effects for the few 
remaining years of his career. In· view of this appointment, 
.Judge Pullicino asked leave to bfl. transferred from the Supreme 
Court to the Commercial Court. When he returned t-0 the 
Court of Appeal, it wa,s only to act ~s Chief Justic<! during Sir 
Vincent Frendo Azzopardi's illness. During the wa.r 'years . 
.T ndge PuUicino also Mt in the Prize Court. 

In the midst. of his manifold and onerous duties, he fbun·d 
tim.e t-0 attend to other equally important work not connected 
with his judicial office. suC'h as tlrn Food Control Board: an·a· the 
Rmigra.tion Committee. of both of which he wa.s Chairman. 
He organised the translation branch of the Courts Department. 
and the Government sent him a letter of appreciation for the 
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care and ability wjth which he had corn.piled (with the a.ssistance 
of Mr. Achille Micallef, Acting Registrar) "T·he Collection of 
forms in use in the Malta La'"r Courts rendered into English with 
a Glossary of Italian a.nd English technical words and phrases 
occurring in pleadings." In 1896, .Judge Pullicino was appointed 
a Member of the Commission of Management of the Public 
Libra1·y and, in 1908, a merriber of the Financial Commission: 
for several years he was exa.miner in English Literature at the 
Univer::1ity. He also did much good ·work as a Commissioner 
of Charity : he was well known as an ardent and munificent - ~ 

protector of the Fra Diego Institute for Orphans. 
In recognition of his valuable services, in connection w.ith 

the Internationall Eucharistic Congress held in Malta in 1913, 
Judge Pullicino vvas crea.ted a Knight Commander of the Order 
of St. Gregory: this hig·h honour. t onfei:recl upon him by the 
saintly Pope Pius X, he richly deserved. Prompted liy his 
deep Christian piety and religious zeal, he had eagerly accepted 
Mgr. Pace's invitation t-O be a member of both the General and 
the Executive Co1nmittees on the oct:asion of the Congress. His 
w:ise eounsels J his enP.rgy and his ability were of the highest 
Ya.lue in the or~anisation and <!elebration of the memorable event. 

Judge. Pu'llirino had spent most of the day, on the 3rd 
Februa.ry 1919. at the Lieutenant Governor's _ Office in connec­
tion with a. new Emig-ra.tion Scheme. At 4.30 p.m. he returned 
home. Two honrR later he was taken ill in his study. At 8.00 
p.m. hii; condition had become desperate. l.Jatel' he. receive"d the 
TJast Sacraments. At 1.40 a.m. he died. -

The subject of our study was one of the ablest and keenest 
.Jndges of the Maltesr BenC'h. When the allotted span of life 
had run out , he pa~sed swiftly and silently from our u1Jdst. 
Tietween the setting of the sun and night there was only the 
hriefest twilight. Tt ~raR hetter RO. Upon the verge 0.f eternity, 
w·ith failing hand, he attempte'd to finish a judgement he was tiO 
deliver next da~r in the Courts of Justice; instead he was called 
hPfore ·eto<l to render the final account of his doings. In harness 
to the end. he left behind him a-n e:xample•and an inspira.tion 
to all concerned in the administration of justice. 

His spirit wiU ·ever live ·with us! 

--'-..---




