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…at a glance

o An OA Institutional Repository = a platform to 
collect, preserve and disseminate the intellectual 
output of the UM in digital format

o Hierarchical structure

o Software: DSpace

o Managed by the UM Library



Crucial milestones (1)

o September 2014 – launch

o July 2015 – first 1.000 items deposited

o September 2016 – first 10.000 items deposited

o June 2017 – “request a copy” button implemented



Crucial milestones (2)

o 2018 – Maltese Journals community

o June 2019 – Interface upgrade (v4.1 ➔ v6.3)



OAR@UM Dspace version 4.1, xmlui interface



OAR@UM Dspace version 6.3, jspui interface



Crucial milestones (3)

o 2020 – hyperlinked subject headings



OAR@UM 
Dspace version 6.3
Linked keywords



OAR@UM 
Dspace version 6.3
Linked keywords



Where do we stand now*?
o 57,163 total items

Articles: 19,039
Dissertations: 14,624
Oral recordings: 2,193
Conference objects: 2,375
Book chapters: 2,866
Books: 775

o 60% of materials in OA

o 42,813 contributing authors in total

o 81 full-text journal titles (Maltese journals 
collection)

* As of 31/01/2021



OAR@UM growth (2015 – 2020)
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Articles (19,039)

Dissertations
(14,624)

Conference
objects (2,375)

Book chapters
(2,866)

Other (18,259)



What makes a successful IR? (1)

o Highly diversified content – 3 main functions:

- Platform for academics to showcase their 
research and increase its visibility

- Archive for ETDs

- Repository for external content + digital 
cultural heritage



What makes a successful IR? (2)
o Interoperability/Openness

- Registered OAR – OpenDOAR, ROAR

- Part of UM Library electronic collections - HyDi

- Indexed by standard search engines – Google, 
Yahoo, etc.

- Indexed by specialized SE – Google Scholar, 
Microsoft Academic

- Data provider for metadata aggregators – BASE, 
CORE, OpenAIRE



What makes a successful IR? (3)

o Platform versatility

- Different levels of access – OA, RA, Embargo, 
Closed

- Wide range of supported formats + file size

- Intuitive & streamlined submission process

- Self-deposit vs. Mediated deposit



What makes a successful IR? (4)

o The human factor

- the interest of the academics as well as users 
has grown exponentially over the years



Thank you for your attention.

If you have any questions, now is the right time to ask!
Contact me on the details below for further info:

Martin Lochman

martin.lochman@um.edu.mt

(+356) 2340 2541


