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hevastfield ofArtificial Intelligence (Al) knows its beginnings
1.| in 1956,at a conference at Dartmouth College, in Hanover, New
_ Hampshire, where the term artificial intelligence’ was coined.
Morethansix decades later AI hasemerged from the laboratory, as

a science project, evolving into a more consumable, commercially

viable andsocially impactful technological innovation.

With numerous accomplishments in the disruptive technology

sector underits belt, the Maltese Governmentproceededtoset its

sight on this relatively new science, which complemented its vision

for the country’s digital future. In November 2018 the Parliamentary

Secretary for Financial Services, Digital Economy and Innovation

Silvio Schembri appointed the Malta. Taskforce, which includes

a diverseset ofsome of the country’s best minds, with the remit of

advising the Government and developing a national strategy on Al.

Less than a year later thefinal ‘Strategy and Visionfor Artificial

Intelligence in Malta 2030’ has been launched,’ which firmly sets the

tone for Malta to becometheultimate AI launchpad- the ultimate

testbed in which local and foreign companies and entrepreneurs

can develop,prototype, test and scale AI. But beyondits economic

benefits, AI will also tangibly transform onan individual level the

way our country lives, plays andinteracts.

Thestrategy itself is expansive, but also explores how AI can

be deployed widely across the public administration to improve

citizens’ experiences, expandaccess to public services, and directly

improve well-being. Six AI pilot projects will be undertaken which

will gradually infuse AI into education, healthcare and a range

of public services to deliver better services to Malta's citizens and

businesses, enhance economic and social well-being, and drive

operational excellence across the public administration.

In the healthcare sector extensive work is underwayto start

using AI to detect and diagnosevarious formsofcancer, monitor

health and provide individuals with personalised treatmentplans.

Through AI technologies, healthcare professionals maybe able to

makebetter, quicker and more accurate decisions in the diagnosis,

treatmentandcare with a view to improve patient health outcomes
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and increase the efficiency and sustainability of healthcare systems.

Malta has made significant investments to become a leader in the

digital health space andis acknowledged as oneofthe best countries

to undertake health-related AI pilot projects.

However, the intervention ofAI in our daily lives raises several

intricate questions, mostly ofan ethical, legal and regulatory nature.

It was therefore imperative that the strategy, besides cultivating the

correct environmentfor a thriving ecosystem,also provides for a

robust legal and ethical framework. This will unfailingly continue to

position Malta as an Al Centre of Excellence in the near future, as

well as establish the all-important trust and peace of mind amongst

all stakeholders, including healthcare professionals.It is with this

goal in mind that the Governmenthas launched the world’s first

ever national AI certification programme. Malta hasalready taken a

global lead in developinga regulatory andcertification framework

for innovative technology arrangements through thesetting up

of the Malta Digital Innovation Authority and the creation of the

Innovative Technologies ArrangementsandServices (ITAS)Act.

This stance has bornevery positive results in establishing confidence

andcertainty within theserelatively new frontiers.

The AIcertification programmeaims to provide applicants

with valuable recognition in the marketplace that their AI systems

have been developedin an ethically aligned, transparent and

socially responsible manner. Certification will be awarded following

a thoroughaudit process undertaken by independentexperts

authorised by the Malta Digital Innovation Authority.

The GovernmentofMalta is once again demonstratingits

solid commitmentin endorsing technological innovation, which

in the case of AIwill unfailingly position Malta as an AI Centre of

Excellence and Technological Hub,ultimately paving the wayfor a

better quality oflife of all Maltese citizens - in each andevery aspect

oftheir daily lives. «&

  

1. https://malta.ai/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Malta_The_Ultimate_AI_
Launchpad_vFinal.pdf

Editor-in-Chief: Dr Wilfred Galea Managing Editor: Dr Ian C Ellul Sales & circulation Director: Carmen Cachia Email: mpl@thesynapse.net

felephone: +356 21453973/4 Publisher: Medical Portals Ltd, The Professional Services Centre, Guzi Cutajar Street, Dingli, Malta, Europe

Production: Outlook Coop Printing: EuroprintLtd

‘The magazineis distributed free of chargeto all Maltese doctors, pharmacists & dentists, as well as students of the aforementioned professions, with a print run of3500 copies.

Annual subscriptionrates outside Malta: Six issues €90 or equivalent, worldwide

Advertising policy: Advertisersareliable for contents ofanyof the advertisments. The advertisers shall indemnify and hold harmless Medical Portals Ltd against and from any andall claims, damages, liabilities, cost and
expenses whatsoever, including counsel fees, arising from the contentofany oftheir advertisments. Medical Portals Ltd disclaims anyresponsability or liability for non-complianceof advertising artwork to regulatoryunits.
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarly reflect the opinions of the editors or theinstitutions with which the authoris affiliated unless this is clearly specified.


