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The postal regulations of the Maltese 
internees in Bombo, Uganda, 1942 

Albert Ganado 

Only a few months ago Max Farrugia published a thick book of almost 750 
pages of text on the internment and exile which martyred a group of Maltese during 
World War II. Of these internees, locked up for security reasons without charge or 
trial, 42 were exiled from their homeland on 13 Februay 1942, in virtue of a law 
voted in the Council of Government with gleeful satisfaction of their imperialist 
political opponents. The worst heart of Africa was their destination. The law was 
pronounced illegal by Malta's highest Court, but the irternees were swiftly taken 
out of Malta before judgement could be delivered. 

After a long voyage of over two months they reached Uganda and were 
imprisoned in Camp no. 5 at Bombo 23 miles north-west of Kampala. On April 
22, 1942, the Standing Orders of the Internment Camp were issued, some of which 
are of postal interest. 

While in Malta, the correspondence of the internees was subject to various 
restrictions. They were only allowed to write two letters per week, and each letter 
was limited to forty words, which included the name and address of the addressee! 
On the envelope the internee was obliged to write his name and his number as a 
prisoner. The envelope was to be left open. Telegnphic communication was 
forbidden 1• 

The restrictions applied in Africa were basically the same, but there were some 
differences, and adaptations to overseas correspondence. Apparently, the Bombo 
regulations have never been published. 

Standing Order no. 5 of the Bombo camp was capti::med Internees Letters and 
it was divided in seven short paragraphs. Correspondence was to be posted in 
the camp letter box, in unsealed envelopes. The letters were to be addressed to 
individuals by name, but business letters were to be 2ddressed separately to the 
'authorisation concerned'. Letters could not be sent to care of a post office, nor 
to an accommodation address, to be called for or redirected. Any letter to Enemy 
Territory had to be addressed direct to that Territory and not to an intermediary in 
a neutral country. 

Letters were limited to not more than two per week. including business letters, 
except in exceptional cases. Presumably, it was up to the Commandant to decide 
whether an exception was justified. Letters could not exceed 24lines in length and 
they could not contain pictures or embellishments of any kind, except Christmas or 
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reply to thla letter should he addressed to: 
a questa doora' essere indirizzda: 

, ..................................................................................... ! ..................... (Name} 

Air letter (r), (v), and censor certificate 
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Air letter to Mrs. Bice Mizzi. Enrico's wije. (1~ 

(v) 

s 
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Letter to Mr. ]ones, showing economy in script and censor authorization. 
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Easter Cards. Private letters could refer to private affairs only. All communications 
were to be legibly written, and writing was to be of normal size and with normal 
spacmg. 

Orders 6, 7 and 8 also :-eferred to correspondence and postal services. Censored 
newspapers could be received through the Post. Internees sent to hospital from 
the Camp were forbidden to hand letters to friends or other persons, either for 
transmission by post or delivery by any other means to any other person. At 
the hospital, letters were to be handed to the matron. Otherwise, the same rules 
governing correspondence at the Camp were applicable to internees in hospital. 
Internal telegraphic facilities would be granted to internees in exceptional cases, 
through the Officer of Internment Camp. 

The Internees remained at Bombo till the end of September when they were 
moved east to Soroti. The stay at Bombo was bad enough health wise, but when 
the order on the move to the new venue was given it was made clear to them by 
Capt. Roberts who had experience of Soroti that: "It is going to be hell for you"2

• 

Capt. John Roberts was the police officer who had escorted the internees on their 
last lap from the Nile to Bombo. As the officer in charge of all the Camps in Kenya 
and Uganda he advised them to behave like Europeans in an ambience which was 
completely alien to therr, and they would be treated as such. Indeed, they were 
well treated by Captain Thomas Duncan, the Camp Commandant at Bombo, better 
than they were treated by the Maltese and English camp officials in Malta. 

Soroti was known to be unfit for Europeans. Protests were submitted by the 
Maltese and the other internees and, after a visit by the Red Cross, the camps at 
Soroti were closed and be Maltese internees were moved to Entebbe in January 
1943. When Italy surrendered in September 1943, life in Malta returned to normal. 
However, the internees were kept in Uganda and their repeated requests to be 
repatriated were accepted only for some of them. Finally, through the intervention 
of the Quakers who raised the matter in the House of Commons, the remaining 
internees were brought back to Malta. The third group arrived in March 1945. Dr 
Enrico Mizzi, a member of the Council of Government and leader of the Nationalist 
Party, was allowed to return with the last group. Self-government was granted in 
1947, and Dr Mizzi became Malta's prime minister in 1950. 
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Internees Camp at Entebbe- Uganda 

M. Farrugia, L-internament u l-eiilju matull-annar gwerra, Malta, 2007, p. 678. 
A. Gauci, Mistieden tar-Re, Malta, 1996, p. 115. 

Photos and letters from Albert Ganado's collection. 

to buy letters and 
documents for tudy 

Contact: Dr. A. Bonnici 
'Casa Bonnici', Sir Augustus Bartolo Street, 

Ta' Xbiex - Malta 
Tel: 21338437 • E-mail: abonnici@maltanet.net 
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Sliema in pre-war postcards 
Giovanni Bonello 

Sliema can hardly claim to be typical of the rest of Malta in any way. A very late 
starter in urbanization, it caught on rapidly only after the 1850s. Then, particularly 
round its sea-fronts, it changed its architectural fabric even more rapidly from the 
1970s onwards. 

Apart from V alletta, a] the other urban conglomerates in Malta were originated 
by and for the local inhabitants, with later accretions by foreigners: real knights and 
British settlers. With Sliema it was mostly the other way round. The 'residential' 
potential of that rural area seems to have been discovered only by the knights- for 
idyllic country getaways- see Luc de Boyer d' Argens, who has rued' Argens named 
after his property, then by foreigners, like the Prince of Capua, of Capua Palace, 
and by British officials with their families. 

Finally, the Maltese too noticed Sliema; at first those in tow who believed their 
status would increase in p:::-oportion to how closely they aped their imperial owners. 
This gave rise to the tal-pepe phenomenon- an upper-middle class living like the 
British, behaving more English than the English themselves, speaking (minimum) 
pidgin Maltese as if they were English, and pidgin English as if they were Martians, 
with the affectation of uncritical imitation. But once the migration momentum set 
in, there was no stopping the Maltese, and Sliema became a populous area sought 
after by the colonial devotees as well as by those who could not have cared less. 

Maybe that is why S:iema remains so different- and, let's admit it, rather 
unphotogenic. It has no major landmarks, no important baroque buildings, no 
piazza with any gravitational pull, no permanent market to act as a centre for social 
cohesion and interaction, at best, and as a gossip mart at worse. Even the three 
parish churches of Sliema suffer from the ennui of a hybrid, eclectic style, not 
bold enough to be captivating, not plain enough to be unoffending. The equally 
uninspired Anglican church of the Holy Trinity built in 1866 gave Sliema a second 
sobriquet: tax-xelin. Those Maltese who attended Anglican services received a 
one shilling handout - Judas money for the rest of the Catholics. Most of the other 
towns and village cores have focal points. Sliema next to none. 

Would that be a reason why for a hundred years after the invention of 
photography (1840), Sliema seems to have remained so uninspirational, so sparingly 
photographed? Very likely not. Most photographers tended to be 'commercial' in 
the sense that professiond camera artists succumbed to the tyranny of the market 
and went for views that would sell. 
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They pandered unashamedly to the buyer's interests. With very few tourists 
around, the bulk of their clients would inevitably be the numerous British armed 
forces stationed in, or passing through Malta, together with their families. That 
accounts for the vast quantities of postcards showing places of some military interest 
or of interest to the military, and unfortunately almost none of the smaller towns 
and villages, or aspects of indigenous life. 

This reflection seems to be supported by the fact that, in the general Sliema 
area, far more postcards circulated of military barracks behind St. George's 
Bay, than of Sliema itself. The British Tommy and Jack Tar would want to send 
with a message or acquire as a keepsake cards showing his ship, his barracks, 
his parade ground, his march, his regiment, where he swam, where he lodged, 
where he enjoyed his grog and beer. Sliema, from that aspect, would have been 
almost wholly expendable. 

We owe a considerable debt of gratitude to those few enterprising and far­
sighted photographers and publishers who, with commerc:al odds stacked so heavily 
against them, nonetheless had the guts to record for posterity otherwise elusive and 
undocumented corners of time and space. 

Not that one should look on Sliema postcards as absolute rarities. They exist, 
though in far fewer numbers than those of other major localities. But again, those 
Sliema cards that made it to the market because some photographers and postcard 
publishers took a risk and pushed their luck, generally turn out to be repetitive, 
obvious and, alas, rather dreary. 

By far the majority opt for the Ferries landing place, though photographers 
showed considerable imagination in capturing the same spot from a surprising 
number of angles, with different props and in diverse lights. Next in popularity 
would be the Ghar id-dud promenade, and finally Tower Road as it once was. And 
that's about it. 

Pre-postcard (1898) photographers of Sliema seem to be equally rare. The highly 
productive camera artists of the Victorian era, starting -Iom the most profuse of 
them all, Horatio Agius, gave Sliema minimal attention, quite likely for exactly 
the same reasons as those that guided the century following. James Robertson and 
Richard Ellis, roughly contemporaries of Agius, similarly found Sliema uninspiring 
or unrewarding. 

Roberto Paribeni in 1930 published a richly-illustrated book on Malta. He never 
once mentions Sliema in the text, and out of over 170 pictures, only one shows 
Sliema- and from a distance. 

So what's new? Tony Armstrong Jones, in his now-classic collection of Malta 
photos published in 1958 did not include one single Sliema image. Its introduction 
by Sachaverell Sitwell almost explains why: "Of every ten Englishmen who have 
lived in Malta, nine have memories of Sliema. The waterfront has English signs 
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everywhere, and it is a place people are fond of although it is not beautiful. There 
are English wives pushing perambulators and the kettle is boiling on every floor. 
The aura of the seaside boarding house lies heavily on Sliema, a burden that must 
be lightened somehow if Malta is to attract visitors". 

Fifty years on, the seaside boarding house aura has disappeared with a vengeance, 
visitors crowd below the forgettable and supremely boring architecture of the rebuilt 
promenades, but the photogenic allure of Sliema has hardly improved at all. 

I have selected, almost at random, 14 postcards from my collection - not 
necessarily the most representative. A few, sadly very few, cards show internal 
roads off the beaten track. everyday life, festas and events in Sliema- and these, to 
me are by far the most precious and interesting. This article only means to serve as 
an appetizer. I intend to publish a far more complete selection in a future Histories 
of Malta, possibly in Vol. IX. 

One thing stands out i:1 all these Sliema cards, some well over a hundred years 
old. In a short span Sliema has denounced its genteel, unhurried, refined, laid back 
atmosphere. The larger part of these cards shows no cars at all, at most one limo 
or a route bus, to instil some dynamism or novelty. Ghar id-Dud still consists of 
one or two-storey mezzanines and imaginative art nouveau buildings, now all 
demolished; in Tower Read, the row of variations on the bay-window theme, late 
Victorian and rather Brighton, is now only memory fodder. 

I will try to follow a roughly chronological sequence, starting with a John Critien 
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undivided back card- from an 'aerial' photo of the Landir_g Place going back almost 
certainly, to the 1890s (Fig. 1). Karrozzini by the dozen, some carts, one of the 
Sliema ferry boats, and the highest building soars to all of three floors. 

The next two cards by the prolific and fastidious I~alian publisher Modiano 
capture the same spot, but from different viewpoints. Modiano is known to have 
relied heavily on Ellis for his photographs, but one ofthese is uncredited. Ofthese 
two very early turn-of-the-century cards, one by Ellis focuses on the ferry pontoon 
(Fig. 2), the second one on Marina Street, with more 'ga::rys' in the forefront (Fig. 
3) has no photographer's credit. 
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A third card (Fig. 4) also by Modiano, but with my grandfather's imprint 'J. 
Bonello' depicts a rare naval fall-in (church parade?) at the Sliema landing place, 
also c. 1900 and uncredited. The sailors, in boots, still wear their sennet hats, called 
benjies, manufactured from imported weeds mostly in the Birkirkara households. 
These broad-brimmed hats the Admiralty only allowed in the tropics and the 
Mediterranean, but new orders, well before World War One, banned them and 
enforced the use of the regulation cap still current today. 

From around the same time comes another Sliema card, one in colour belonging 
to the several series by Vincenzo Galea di Antonio, all dripping with charm (Fig. 
5). It shows a 'Sliema festa', again at the Ferries landing place, with a squat tower 
which could have been a band-stand, banners, lanterns and festoons. Just behind 
the musical rostrum, Prince of Wales Road, now Manwel Dimech. 

All the cards described so far were printed by ordinary typographical methods, 
and except for the coloured one, from astonishingly high resolution cliches. The 
ones that follow are real photographs, processed ind:vidually directly from a 
negative plate. 

One of these, by the still unidentified photographer or publisher who signed 
his photos 'G.V.' snapped the far side of Ghar id-Dud, with the British 1876 Fort 
Sliema in the far background (Fig. 6). Of course, the logic of the market dictated 

Fig.6 
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Fig.8 
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Fig.9 

Fig.JO 

that the card be captioned 'Ghar 
id-Dud Fortress'- probably only 
the garrison stationed there would 
buy it. More Tower Road than Ghar 
id-Dud, it shows a long row of very 
plain one or two-storied houses and, 
at the extreme right, a low wall still 
leading to a field or garden. 

More Tower Road, and several 
twin bay-windowed houses - with 
a yet unbuilt gap between them, the 
large Bell:mti house at the corner, 
and the n::.bble wall of a field still 
in place (Fig. 7). Photographer and 
publisher unknown, but used in 1912 
(final digit unclear). To compare with 
another Tower Road card, lacking 
any maker's imprint, possibly by the 
highly skilled 'amateur' Alfred Vella 
Gera,a back manager. The 'Brighton' 
promenade, now complete, hosts a 
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Fig.13 

ta' Gasan charabanc with a snub nose engine almost fh.:sh with the driver's cabin, 
and all this dates it to the late 1920s or early 1930s (Fig. 8). 

From about the same time comes an upright card of lower Prince of Wales road 
-no cars, one karozzin and a lady infaldetta over a white blouse- unusual (Fig. 
9). Another internal road, this time Dingli Street from about the same time (Fig. 
10) has imprinted on the back 'The Result Studio, Sliema'- again a known, but 
not yet clearly identified photographic establishment situated at the Ferries. I have 
inserted it to witness one scene that has not (yet) undergone cataclysmic changes, 
if you don't count unending parking on both sides of tte road as one. 

Back to the Ferries landing place- only twenty years later. Still no cars, but a 
well designed and possibly too imposing art nouveau public toilet dominates the 
foreground, not visible in the previous cards (Fig. 11). The final three photographic 
cards, all uncredited but one possibly by Alfred Vella Gera, come from the early 
1930s, or maybe just earlier (Fig. 12, 13, 14). Particularly impressive is the dark 
demm il-baqra (burgandy red) art nouveau block of fh:ts, to the left of where the 
Preluna skyscraper now towers. Not a single house visible in these three photographs 
survives today. 
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Federation Internationale de Philatelic (F .I.P .) 
by John A. Cardona 

At the top left hand corner of our Society's letterhead, beneath the logo and 
year of foundation, there is the inscription "Member Federation Internationale de 
Philatelie". A similar inscription appears at the top of the first page of the Society's 
Journal below the medals awarded to that prestigious publication. 

Going through the end of year accounts which are available, it transpires that 
the Society maintained continuously its membership of the F .I.P. since 1978. 
Membership may have been attained even before that year. In fact on the PSM 
Magazine of Spring 197 51 it was stated that on the Agenda of the 44th International 
Philatelic Congress of the F.I.P. there was the Society's application to join the 
Federation. Further on it was stated that the Society had been invited to send a 
delegate to represent the Malta Philatelic Society and sup?lY details of the Society's 
activities. The write-up ended by stating that it was unofficially believed that Malta's 
application had been accepted. Notwithstanding all this uninterrupted record, 
probably, very few members are aware of the functions of the F .I.P. Pen:.sing the 
Cumulative Index of the MPS JournaF, it seems surprising how no one has ever 
written about the functions of this very important philatelic organization. 

The F.I.P. is a world governing body empowered to organize, on its own 
initiative, World or International stamps exhibitions, shows or competitions, with 
the agreement of the National Federation where the eveat is to be held. 

The F.I.P. was founded in Paris on 18t11 June, 1926 and is a non-profit making 
organization. Both the registered office and the administrative headquarters are 
located in Zurich, Switzerland3

·• Its members retain their national autonomy and 
undertake not to discriminate for reasons of sex, age, race, religion or politics. 

Eighty one years ago Mr. M. Bigwood, the first President of the F.I.P., laid dawn 
the main objectives of the newly founded federation. These were:4 

1. To achieve a union of national federations into an influential international 
organization that would be recognized by UPU as well as by the postal 
ministries and administration of the different countries. 

2. To fight the unnecessary and harmful stamps issues by all means. 
3. To call on governments for effective legislation against forgeries. 
4. To limit international exhibitions and develop uniform exhibition regulations 

and a fifth assignment was soon added, the philatelic development of youth. 
Eightyone years after with Mr. Jos Wolff at the helm of the F.I.P. presidency 

the objectives of the F .I.P. are5 
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1. To promote philatelic and stamp collecting, in all its aspects, on the international 
level. 

2. To create friendly rela~ions and to maintain close co-operation among philatelists 
and stamp collectors throughout the world, with the aim of promoting peace 
and friendship among all people. 

3. To promulgate regulc..tions governing its various activities. 
4. To establish and maintain close contacts with partners in the philatelic field 

and with the national and international organizations. 
5. To support philatelic events of all kinds organized by its Members. 

The majority of philatelic societies of the countries throughout the world belong 
to National Federations. These societies are accepted for admittance to the F.I.P. 
as Regular Members. The Malta Philatelic Society falls in this category. It should 
be noted that only one Member (Society) can be accepted from each country and 
therefore the Malta Philatelic Society is recognized as the representative Member 
from the Maltese Islands. Once a Member has been elected it shall represent its 
country until it resigns. 

Participation in the events held under the auspices of the F.I.P. is open to all 
collectors who are members of a society which is affiliated to a member federation 
of the F .I.P. To elucidate all members of the Malta Philatelic Society are eligible 
to take part in the events held under the patronage of the F.I.P. provided that they 
meet certain qualifying philatelic requirements. The main ones are highlighted 
hereunder.6 

Eligibility for participation in the Championship Class 
a) Participation in the F.I.P Championship Class is restricted to exhibits which 

have received 95 or more points in FIP World Exhibitions in any three separate 
years during the previous 10 years. 

b) A Grand Price counts as a qualifying medal, credit however may be taken for 
only one Large GolC Medal (min. 95 points) or one Grand Prize per year. 

Qualification for participation in the Competitive Classes 
a) The exhibit must have received a minimum of 75 points or equivalent award 

at a national level exhibition within the preceding ten years calculated from 
date for submission Jf applications. 

b) If the qualification is attained in an Exhibition other than at the National 
Exhibition of his Member country, then the exhibitor must submit a certificate 
of recognition from his Member Federation. 

c) Those Members, \"ho have not organized a national exhibition in the 
previous five years, may certify the qualification of the exhibit. Such 
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Certificate must be signed by the President or Secretary General of the 
Member. 

The late Godwin Said, one of our initial members, writing7 on "Awards at 
Exhibitions" stated that theN ational Philatelic Exhibition held in Malta during 1971 
helped pave the way of Maltese collectors to commence taking part in International 
Exhibition held under the patronage of the F.I.P. The level of success had been 
consistent throughout the following fifteen years as cou~d be seen from the list of 
awards produced hereunder. 

Mr. Said served as Commissioner for all the Interna:ional Exhibitions held to 
1985. He stated the entries of our members had always been met with interest and 
praise both by other overseas commissioners as well as by visitors and collectors. 
The list covers awards gained by our members in various International Classes which 
no doubt encouraged participation in such activities and contributed extensively 
towards the support of Maltese Philately. 

Year Exhibition Exhibitor Award 
1970 Stampex 70 Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 
1971 Int. Exhibition "RSA 10" Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 
1972 Stampex 72 Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 
1973 Stampex 73 Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 

Indipex 73 Godwin Said Silver 
Polska 73 Godwin Said Silver 

1974 Stampex 74 Godwin Said Bronze Silver 
Stockholmia 7 4 Messrs. E. Said Silver 

1975 Stampex 75 Godwin Said Bronze 
Arphila 75 Godwin Said Bronze Silver 
Stampex 75 Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 
Espana 75 Godwin Said Bronze 
Wien 75 Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Large Vermeil 

1976 Aerophilia 76 Frankfurt Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Silver 
Hafnia 76 Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Vermeil 

Messrs. E Said Bronze 
Italia 76 Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Gold 

Messrs. E. Said Bronze Silver 
1977 Amphilex 77 Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Large V ermeil 

Godwin Said Silver 
Messrs. E. Said Bronze 

1978 Praga 78 Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Large Vermeil 
Messrs. E. Said Bronze 

Italia 78 Godwin Said Silver 
1979 Vebileph Messrs. E. Said Silver 
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1980 Norwex 80 Dr. Alfred Bonnici Large Vermeil+ 
Special Price 

Godwin Said Vermeil 
A. C. Eastgate (UK) Silver 
Messrs. E. Said Silver 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine Bronze 
London 80 Milex (UK) Gold+ Special Price 

Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD Large Vermeil+ 
Special Prize 

Mrs. I Hand (UK) Silver 
J. W. Turnbull (Australia) Silver Bronze 
L. S. Wheeler (UK) Bronze 
Godwin Said Vermeil 
G. A. Coates (UK) Silver 
A. C. Eastgate (UK) Silver 
P. Lazzerini (Italy) Silver 
Messrs. E. Said Bronze 
Messrs. E. Said Diplomas (2) 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine Diploma 
1981 Philatokyo 81 Dr. Alfred Bonnici Gold 

Godwin Said Silver Bronze 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine Diploma 
Messrs. E. Said Diploma 

WIPA Godwin Said Vermeil 
Messrs. E. Said Silver Bronze 

1982 Philexfrance 82 Godwin Said Vermeil 
Messrs. E. Said Silver Bronze 

Philtema 82 Messrs. E. Said 2 Certificates + 
2 Souvenir Medals 

Philatelic Society (Malta) 1 Certificate + 
Magazine 1 Souvenir Medal 

Milano 82 Dr. Alfred Bonnici Gold 
Messrs. E. Said Silver 
Messrs. E. Said Certificate 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine Certificate 
Canada 82 Joseph Fenech Certificate 

George Said Certificate 
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Belgica 82 

1983 Tembal 83 
1984 Espana 84 

Ausipex 84 

1985 Philtema 85 

Israphil85 

Roma 85 

Godwin Said 
Messrs. E. Said 
Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD 
Messrs. E. Said 
Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD 
Godwin Said 
Messrs. E. Said 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine 
Godwin Said 
Messrs. E. Said 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine 
Messrs. E. Said 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine 
Godwin Said 
Philatelic Society (Malta) 

Magazine 
Dr. Alfred Bonnici MD 
Godwin Said 

The Web site ofF.I.P. is www.f.i.p.ch. 

Vermeil 
2 Certificates 
Silver Bronze 
Diploma 
Gold 
Vermeil 
Silver Bronze 

Silver Bronze 
Large V ermeil 
Silver Bronze 

Silver Bronze 
Silver 

Silver Bronze 
Vermeil 

Silver Bronze 
Vermeil 
Vermeil 

Subsequent to the demise of Mr. God win Said in 1985, Dr. Alfred Bonnici 
continued taking part in international competitive exhibitions held under the 
auspices of the F.I.P. in the literature class through the PSM Journal winning 
silver medals at Stockholmia 1986, Chicagopex 2002, 2004 and 2005 and Portland 
U.S.A. 2007. 

It is worth noting that the silver medal won this year in Portland U .S .A. was for 
exhibiting the colourful Journal Volume 3511 issued ir:. April2006 on the subject 
of "Malta Zeppelin Mail". 

As recent as last month Dr. Alfred Bonnici won a Ve::meil at Croydon U.K. with 
the deeply researched exhibit "Messageries Imperiales and Malta." 

References 
1 The PSM Magazine, Vol5 No 2, page 12- Spring 1975. 

The PSM Journal Cumulative Index (1967-2004), Vol33 No 3- December 2004. 
3 Statute of the Federation Internationale de Philatelie. 
4 "Flash" publication of the Federation Internationale de Philatelie No 100-2007 
5 Statute of the Federation Internationale de Philatelie. 
6 Excerpts from the General Regulations of the F .I.P. for Exhibitions (G RE X) 
7 The PSM Magazine, Vol15, No 1, page 6- March 1986. 
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Messageries lmperiales 
Double Ship hand stamp 

By Alfred Bonnici 

Unrecorded Messageries Imperiales 

Depart 1'1 cachet 2"d Cachet Transfered at Destination 
(recto) (verso) 

Constantinople Phase Pausilippe Messina Malta 
16 June 58 23 June 58 24 June 58 

Constantinople Cydnus Vatican Messina Malta 
1 June 59 7 June 59 8 June 59 

Constantinople Neva Quirinal Messina Malta 
29 August 60 4 September 60 5 September 60 

Constantinople Simois Vatican Messina Malta 
15 May 61 21 May 61 22 May 61 
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48 Cydnus 
Sister of Danube. B. 1856. T. 1 ,196g. 
1856 Aug 13: Launched 
1861 Mar 21: Ran down the Prussian brig Vierge Marie in the Sea cf Marmora 
1863 Lengthened like her sister 
1875 Broken up at La Ciotat 

49 Phase 
Sister of Danube. B. 1857 T 1 ,043g. 
1857 Dec. 24: Launched 
1858 At Bonifacio she was holed by a submerged rock. Refloated and 

towed into Madallena, Corsica, for repairs. 
1879 Aug: Broken up at La Ciotat. 

51 Quirinal 
B 1857 Chantiers de la Mediterranee, La Seyne. T 787g, D 190.29/58 x 26.2/8. 
E Pad, 2 cyl, simple, 3,20 hp, 10 kts. By builder. H Iron. 1 dk +poop. 

r---~----~---, 

1857 Apr 26: Launched for the Mediterranean passenger services tc Italy. 
1859 Conveyed troops to Genoa for the Italian campaign. 
1865 Evacuated the Royal Neapolitan troops from Naples when Ga~ibaldi took the city. 
1871 Broken up at La Ciotat. 

52 Pausilippe 
Sister of Quirinal. B La Ciotat. T. 689g. D 213.25/65 x 26.47/8.07. 
E Pad. 2 cyl simple, osc, 370 hp. 10 kts. By builder. H Iron. 1 dk +poop. 
1857 June 7: Launched. The smaller tonnage on greater dimensions is 

unexplained. Some service as her sister. 
1859 Used on the Italian campaign. 
1872 Broken up at la Ciotat. 

58 Neva (I) 
B 1858 La Ciotat T 1 ,085g, 617 net. D 256178.02 x 32/9.75 
E Sgl6 bladed scr, 2 cyl hori, 875 ihp, lOkts. By builder. H Iron. 2 dks. 
1858 Oct 20: Launched. An improved Danube class with better passenger 

accommodation in a poop. 
1862 Oct 19: Inaugurated the Marseilles-Alexandria-Suez-Hong Kong service. Her passengers 

crossed by land from Alexandria to Suez where lmperatrice, having gone out by the Cape, 
awaited them. 

1872 Stationed at Batavia as a hotel ships for waiting passengers. 
1875 Lost in the Rikou Strait near Batavia, Dutch East Indies. 

40 Vatican 
B 1854 L. Arman, Bordeaux T 466g. D 187/57 x 22.9717. 
E Pad, 2 cyl, 200 hp. By builder. H Iron. 2dks. Square stern. Square 

windows. 
1854 Built for the service to Italy which still employed paddle steamers. 
1859 Carried troops to Italy during the campaign against Austria. 
1873 Broken up. 

Reference: Duncan Hawes: Messageries Maritimes. 
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M.I. PHASE: -----------
LIGNE DU LEVANT : Sixieme variante. 
1st, return Postal trip (16 June 1858) 
Constantinople (16 June 1858) a Marseille- par MESSINE (23/6) 

M.I. PAUSILIPPE: --------------
LIGNE INDIRECT D'ITALIE: Troisieme variante, 5th trip 
Marseille par Messine (22 June 1858) a MALTE (23 June 1858) 

E.L. written on the 16 Jrme 1858 in Constantinople. 
M.I. PHASE 16 June 1858 (h/s), (r), to Marseille via Messina (22/6) (Salles p 
174) 
Messina M.I. P A USILIPPE (22 June 1858) (his), ( v), coming from Marseille down 
the Italian coast, (Salles p 206), arriving in Malta on the 23 June 58, c.d.s (v). 
Rated "6" pence (normal rate) in manuscript. 
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M.I. CYDNUS: 
LIGNE DU LEVANT : Sixieme variante, 3rct return trip in 1859 
Constantinople (1 June 1859) a Marseille- par MESSINE 

M.I. VATICAN: 
LIGNE INDIRECT D'ITALIE: Troisieme variante, 5th return trip 
Marseille par Messine (7 June 1859) a MALTE (8 June 1859) 

E.L written on (7), 19 May 1859 in Berdianska (Black sea), by Messrs 
Tubino & Nipote, (h.s), (r), to Messrs Tagliaferro in Malta, going first to 
Constantinople. 
M.I. CYDNUS 1 June 1859, (h/s) (r), to Marseille via Messina, (7/6), (S. p 
174). 
M.I. VATICAN at Messina (7 June 1859) (his), (v), coming from Marseille down 
the Italian Coast, (S. p 207), arriving in Malta on the 8 June 1859, c.d.s. (v). 
Rated "6" pence, (normal rate) in manuscript. 
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M.I.NEVA: 
LIGNE DU LEVANT: Sixieme variante, 7th return trip in 1860 
Constantinople (29 August 1860) a Marseille - par MESSINE 

M.I. QUIRINAL: 
LIGNE INDIRECT D'IT ALIE: Troisieme variante, 8th trip 
Marseille par Messine ( 4 Sept 1860) a Malte 5 September 1860 

E.L. written on (12)/25 August 1860 in Odessa (Black sea) by Mr C 
Ephrussi to Messrs Tagliaferro in Malta, going first to Constantinople 
M.I. NEVA 29 August 1860 (h/s), (r) going to Marseille via Messina, 3 August 
1860, (Salles p 175) 
Messina M.I.QUIRINAL 4 August 1860, coming from Marseille down the Italian 
Coast, (h.s), (v), (Salles p 207), ariving in Malta on the 5 September 1860, c.d.s. (v) 
Rated "11-", one schilling, (twice normal rate), in manuscript. 
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M.I.SIMOIS 
LIGNE DU LEVANT: Septieme variante, 3rd return trip in 1861 
Constantinople (15 May 1861) a Marseille- par MESSINE 

M.I.V ATICAN 
LIGNE INDIRECT D'ITALIE: Troisieme variante, 3rd trip in 1861 
Marseille par Messine (21 May 1861) a Malte (22 May 1861) 

E.L written on 11 May 1861 in ODESSA, (Black sea) jy Capt G Chiassaro of 
the Barque "Due Cugini" owned by Tagliaferro, to his employer Messrs Taglia 
/Malta 
Forwarding Agent "V. DE. CANDIA" in Constantinople, (hand stamp), (r) 
Boarding the M.I. SIMOIS on the 15 May, h.s (r), coiLing from SYRIE (Salles 
p 175) going to Marseille via Messine (21 May 1861), 
M.I.VATICAN at Messina (21/5), h.s (v), coming from Marseille down the 
Italian coast, (Salles p 208) arriving in Malta on the 22 May 1861, c.d.s. (v) 
Rated "6" pence, (normal rate), in manuscript. 
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Postal Diary 
16 July 2007-9 December 2007 

by Joseph Fenech 

20 July 2007 
The 400th anniversary of Caravaggio's arrival in Malta 
was commemorated philatelically by Maltapost plc with 
a stamp issue on Friday, 20 July 2007. The set of stamps, 
designed in-house by Malta post, consisted of two stamps 
and a miniature sheet. The stamps, which are available in 
sheets of ten, were offset printed by Printex Limited on 
Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The 5C/Euro 0.12 .___ _______ ___, 
stamp depicts St. Jerome, and is 44.0mm x 31.0mm is size, with a perforation 
of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). The second stamp, with a face value of 29c/Euro 0.68, 
shows a detail from the Beheading of St. John, and is 48.0mm x 39.5mm is size, 
with a perforation of 14.0 x 14.0 (comb). The miniature sheet, with a face value 
of Lm2/Euro 4.66, which is 120mm x 86mm in size, shows the full painting of 
the Beheading of St. John, with an inset stamp 44.0mm x 31.0mm in size, and a 
perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). Maltapost issued a special commemorative 
handstamp to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 7). The 
handstamp was inscribed "--------------- - MALT A/CARA V AGGI0/400 MITT 
SENA/JUM IL-HRUG 20.07 .07". The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these 
stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 255. 

30 July 
The Ministry for Investoent, Industry and Information Technology announced 
that Government had decided to completely privatise Maltapost plc, which, up 
till then, had a Government shareholding of 65% and a Lombard Bank Malta plc 
shareholding of 35%. The privatisation was to take place in two stages. In the first 
stage, Government was to transfer another 25% ofthe shares to Lombard Bank, so 
that the Bank would become the majority shareholder with 60% of the shares. In 
the second stage, Government was to sell the remaining shares (40%) by offering 
them to the public on the Stock Exchange. The price agreed for the transfer of 
the shares to Lombard Bank was Lm1 ,217 ,585, which represented one and a half 
times the net asset value of the shares (according to the last audited accounts of 
September 2006). 
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1 August 
Maltapost issued a special Occasion Card to commemorc.te 
the scouting activity known as the Scouting Sunrise, whi::h 
was organised by the Scout Association of Malta at be 
Floriana Granaries on 31 July and 1 August 2007. This 
event was celebrated in all scouting countries and territories 
worldwide to commemorate the lOOth anniversary of tne 
foundation of the world organization of the Scout Movement 

L-------------~ 

(1907 - 2007). The Occasion Card, marked Occasion 2ard No. 15, depicts the 
Chief Scout of the World, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, b 1937, during the last of 
his several visits to Malta. The imprinted stamp has a face value of 51 c/Euro 1.19, 
and is one of a set of four stamps originally designed by artist Luciano Micallef and 
issued on 21 July 1993. The stamp, with an original face value of lOc, shows a scout 
lighting a traditional bonfire. The Occasion Card was available from the Maltapost 
Mobile Unit on the Floriana Granaries on 31 July 2007 from 6.30 pm, and on the 
following day between 8.00 am and 10.00 am. The Card was also available from the 
Maltapost Retail Outlet in Dar Annona, Castille Square, Valletta, as from 1 August 
2007. A special hand postmark, inscribed "SCOUTING SUNRISE- 01.08.07 /Kun 
Lest!V ALLETT A - MALT A", was also used at the Malta post Retail Outlet in 
Castille Square, Valletta, on Wednesday, 1 August 2007. 

1 August 
On 1 August 2007, the National Statistics Office issued News Release 125/2007 
highlighting the post and telecommunications statistics for the quarter April- June 
2007. According to these statistics, in the quarter under review, total postal traffic 
amounted to around 11.2 million items of which the absolute bulk represented 
letters and other printed items (down from 12.9 million items for the second quarter 
of 2006). The total number of parcels sent through the national post in the second 
quarter of 2007 was 12,917 (compared to 11,156 in the corresponding period of 
2006). 

8 August 
The Sub-Post Office at Louis Stationery, 49 Triq San Nikola, Siggiewi was closed 
for business between Wednesday, 8 August and Saturday, 18 August 2007, both 
days included. 

11 August 
The Sub-Post Office at 51, Triq G. Borg Olivier, Mellieha, was closed for business 
between Saturday, 11 August and Saturday, 18 August 2007, both days included. 
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13 August 
Malta post informed that from Monday, 13 August 2007, a 
new metal postmark was to be used at the Msida Retail Outlet. 
Saturday, 11 August 2007 was to be the last day of use of the 
previous postmark. 

14 August 
A special hand postmar~ - CJUZE BONNICI - KITTIEB, 
MITT SENA MINN TWELIDU- was used at the Maltapost 
Retail Outlet, Dar Annona, Castille Place, Valletta, on Tuesday, 
14 August 2007 between 8.15 am and 3.45 pm. (Fig. 4) 

16 August 
By agreement with the Malta Communications Authority, 
no mail delivery was carried out, and the Maltapost retail outlets did not open for 
business, on Thursday, 16 August 2007. Normal service was resumed on Friday, 
17 August 2007. 

16 August 
The Sub-Post Office at 6, St. Bees, Wesghat il-Gublew, Mgarr, was closed for 
business between Thursday, 16 August and Thursday, 23 August 2007, both days 
included. 

18 August 
The Sub-Post Office at Rose Bazaar, 113, Triq Santa Marija, Ghaxaq, was closed 
for business between Saturday, 18 August and Friday, 31 August 2007, both days 
included. 

20 August 
The Sub-Post Office at Welcome Bazaar, Misrah Frenc Abela, Dingli, was closed 
for business between Monday, 20 August and Monday, 27 August 2007, both days 
included. 

3 September 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 3 September 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at San Lawrenz Local 
Council, 22A, Triq id-Duluri, San Lawrenz, Gozo (Tel. 2155 
3719). A metal hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 
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'SAN LA WRENZ S.P.O.- GOZO' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. The 
San Lawrenz Local Council became the first Local Council in the Maltese Islands 
to be given a contract to operate as a Sub-Post Office or:. behalf of Maltapost. 

3 September 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 3 September 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Hotel Serena Beach 
Club, Triq il-Punici,Xlendi, Munxar, Gozo (Tel. 2156 3556). 
A metal hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'XLENDI 
S.P.O.- GOZO' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

3 September 
The Cabinet of Ministers of the Maltese Government arproved the transfer of the 
25% shareholding in Maltapost plc from the Government to Lombard Bank plc. 
Cabinet also approved that Maltapost plc be completely privatised with the sale of 
the Government's remaining 40% shareholding through an offer to the public on 
the Malta Stock Exchange. 

12 September 
A set of four stamps featuring motor-cycle models of yesteryear 
was issued by Maltapost on 12 September 2007. The stamps 
were designed by Joe P. Smith, and were offset printed by 
Printex Limited on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The 
stamps, which were issued in sheets of ten, are 44mm x 31mm 
in size, with a perforation of 13.9 x 14.1 (comb). The 1c/Euro 
0.02 stamp features a Royal Enfield motor-cycle, which is a .___ _____ ____. 
single-seater 1954 model which had been used by the General Post Office in Malta. 
The 16c/Euro 0.37 stamp features a Matchless 1941 G3/L model which, in its 
time, was very popular with despatch riders. The 27c/Euro 0.63 stamp features a 
1903 Minerva model, which is reputed to be the oldest motor-cycle in Malta. The 
50c/Euro 1.16 stamp features a Triumph Speed Twin police motor-cycle, which 
was launched in 1965. A special commemorative handstamp inscribed "JUM IL­
HRUG 12.09.07/-------------- MALTA", was prepared by Maltapost to cancel the 
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 8). The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau 
featured these stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 256. 

12 September 
Malta post informed the public that the Postal Administration of Israel had advised 
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that, due to the High Holklays in Israel (Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkot), 
there were to be no postal services during the dates of 12-15,21-22,26-28 September 
and 4-6 October 2007. The public was informed that no postal items, including 
EMS, were to be processed or delivered by the Postal Administration oflsrael on 
these dates. 

22 September 
Postal Retail Outlets, wi:h the exception of the Retail Outlets in Castille Place, 
Valletta, Malta International Airport, Qawra, St. Julians and Victoria, Gozo, did 
not open for business on Saturday, 22 September 2007. All Sub-Post Offices and 
licensed stamp vendors offered postal services as usual. However, collection and 
delivery of mail were stiJ carried out by Maltapost. All postal services resumed 
on Monday, 24 September 2007. 

28 September 
The Philatelic Bureau ofMaltapost issued an Occasion 
Card and a Postal Card during the Maltex 2007 
Philatelic Exhibition held at Le Meridien Phoenicia 
Hotel, Floriana, between Friday, 28 and Sunday, 30 
September 2007. The Occasion Card, number 18 in ,__ ________ ____. 
the series, commemoratec the I 50th anniversary of the use of adhesives in the postal 
service in Malta (1857 - 2007). The card shows the Queen Victoria perforated 
penny red-brown stamp postmarked with the "M" obliterator, as well as the statue 
of the same Queen erected in Valletta at a later date. The faintly printed adhesives 
comprise perforated stamps, registration labels, a self-adhesive booklet stamp, a 
Frama label stamp and three Cinderellas. The imprinted stamp is the 51c/Euro 
1.19 value showing the 17th century baroque balcony on the Hostel de Verdelin 
in Valletta, from the mimature sheet issued with the 2007 Maltese Balconies set 
designed by Alfred Caruana Ruggier, who also designed this Occasion Card. The 
Postal Card, number 28 in the series, commemorated the participation of Maltapost 
plc in the VIII Maltex St<:mp Exhibition. The two stamps imprinted on the Postal 
Card are the 16c/Euro 0.3 7 and 51 c/Euro 1.19 stamps issued earlier in 2007 to 
commemorate the worldwide Scout Movement and one of the visits to Malta of 
the founder of the Movement, Lord Baden-Powell. A special cancellation for the 
Maltex 2007 Exhibition was used on the days of the exhibition, both at Le Meridien 
and at the Dar Annona Postal Retail Outlet, Castille Square, Valletta. The special 
commemorative handstamp was inscribed with the words "Maltex 2007/28-30 
September/Le Meridien - Floriana - Malta". The Malta Philatelic Society also 
issued a special cover to commemorate the 150 years of the use of adhesives in 
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the Postal Service in Malta. Stamp designers who had cesigned Maltapost stamp 
issues in 2006/2007 were invited to the Maltex stamp show on 30 September 2007 
to sign First Day Covers of the sets they had designed. 

28 September 
On 28 September 2007, Maltapost issued a set of six sta::nps 
entitled Occasions. These six stamps were designed by Harry 
Borg, and were offset printed by Printex Limited on Maltese 
Crosses watermarked paper. The stamps, which are 35mm x 
35mm in size, with a perforation of 14.28 x 14.28 (comb), are 
available in sheets often. All the six stamps are denomimted ...._ _____ _, 
with 8c/Euro 0.19. Unlike other stamp issues, these Occasions stamps will have an 
extended sales period. A special commemorative hands:amp inscribed "JUM IL­
HRUG 28.09.07/-------------- MALTA", was prepared by Maltapost to cancel the 
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 9). The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau 
featured these stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 257. 

29 September 
The Philatelic Bureau of Maltapost issued an Occasion Cc.rd on 29 September 2007, 
during the major exhibition of paintings by Caravaggio ('Caravaggio- L'Immagine 
del Divino. Esperjenza ta' Darba- A Unique Experience') organised by Heritage 
Malta at the National Museum of Archaeology and the National Museum of Fine 
Arts in Valletta from 30 September to 30 November 2J07. The Occasion Card, 
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number 19 in the series. commemorates the 400111 anniversary of the brief but 
eventful stay of Caravaggio in Malta. The card carries an imprinted stamp of 51 c/ 
Euro 1.19 value depicting the St. Jerome, from the stamp issue commemorating 
the 400111 anniversary of Caravaggio's arrival in Malta. The imprinted stamp is 
cancelled with a special commemorative handstamp inscribed "PHILATELIC 
BUREAU - MALTA/CARAVAGGIO/L'IMMAGINE DEL DIVINO/JUM IL­
HRUG 29.09.07". 

1 October 
A set of five stamps depicting beautiful scenic aspects of Malta 
and Gozo was issued by the Philateic Bureau ofMaltapost on 
1 October 2007. The staops, the work of watercolour artist 
John Martin Borg, were offset printed by Printex Limited on 
Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The stamps, available in 
sheets of ten, are 44 .Omm x 31.0mm in size, with a perforation ~...-_____ __J 

of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). The five stamps show the Mdina sky line as seen from Mtarfa 
(11 c/Euro 0.26 stamp), a Qrendi scene with a windmill near a farmhouse and a 
church in the misty background (16C/Euro 0.37 stamp), the Vittoriosa waterfront, 
where the old blends with the new (37c/Euro 0.86 stamp), Gozo's Mgarr Harbour, 
with the Gozo ferry leaving harbour and the famous church landmark ( 46c/Euro 
1.07 stamp), and idyllic Xlendi Bay in Gozo (76c/Euro 1.77 stamp). A special 
commemorative handst2.mp inscribed "JUM IL-HRUG 1.10.07/------------- -
MALT A", was prepared by Malta post to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue 
(on FDC No. 10). The M;tltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in 'The 
Malta Stamp' bulletin Ne. 258. 

The 16c/Euro 0.37 Qrendi stamp from this set also formed part of a joint stamp 
issue in the new SEPAC collection (Small European Postal Administrations 
Cooperation) released on 1 October 2007. SEPAC issues are aimed at highlighting 
the joint cooperation of SEPAC members to promote philately, and to make the 
public aware of the history, nature, scenery and culture of the countries forming part 
of SEPAC. The member postal administrations in SEPAC are Aland Post, Faroes 
Post, Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau, Post Greenland, Guernsey Post, Iceland Post, Isle 
of Man Post, Jersey Post, Liechtenstein Post Corporation, Maltapost, Monaco Post 
and San Marino Post. A special SEPAC Joint Stamp Issue folder, entitled Beautiful 
Corners of Europe, was issued on 1 October 2007, and includes one SEPAC logo 
stamp from each ofthe eleven participating Post Offices. San Marino Post did not 
participate in this first joint issue. The SEPAC folder was printed by Prinz Verlag 
GmbH, Germany, and haJ a circulation of 15,000 copies. Locally, it was sold by 
Maltapost at a retail price of Lm6.75 per folder. 
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18 October 
A Commemorative Miniature Sheet was issued by the 
Philatelic Bureau of Maltapost on Thursday, 18 October 
2007, to assist in the 34U campaign, which was aimed at 
having a nation-wide tree planting programme with the full 
participation of the public. The sheet was designed by 26th 
Frame, and was offset printed by Printex Ltd. The stamp 
on this Commemorative Sheet shows the Maltese olive (Olea europaea), and had 
originally formed part of the Maltese Fruits 16-stamp sheetlet designed by An drew 
Micallef which was issued earlier in 2007. The stamp on :he Sheet has a face value 
of 75c/Euro 1.75. The stamp is 35 .Omm x 35 .Omm in size, with a perforation of 
14.28 x 14.28 (comb). The Commemorative Sheet is 100mm x 62mm in size. A 
special commemorative hands tamp inscribed "JUM IL-HRUG 18.10.07/------------­
-MALT A", was prepared by Maltapost to cancel the Commemorative Sheet on the 
first day of issue (on Commemorative Cover 2). The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau 
featured this Sheet in an unnumbered edition of 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin. Part 
of the proceeds from the sale of this Commemorative Sheet are being donated by 
Maltapost plc to the 34U campaign. 

23 October 
It was announced that Lombard Bank Malta plc Chief Executive Officer and Director 
Joseph Said was appointed Chairman of Maltapost plc, s:1cceeding David Stellini, 
who has retained as place on the Board. This change followed the acquisition by 
Redbox Limited, a subsidiary ofLombard Bank, of an additional25% shareholding 
in Maltapost, raising Lombard' s total shareholding in Maltapost to 60%. The Board 
of Maltapost plc is now made up of Joseph Azzopardi, Ian Pellicano, Joseph Said, 
David Stellini, Philip Tabone, and newly appointed director Aurelio Theuma, who 
is the Chief Financial Officer of Lombard Bank Malta plc. 

5 November 
Maltapost plc advised that from Monday, 5 November 2007, 
a new metal postmark was to be used at the Pieta Retail 
Outlet. This outlet, previously known as Msida Retail Outlet, 
changed its name due to new boundaries between Msida and ,___ _____ ___, 
Pieta. Consequently, Saturday, 3 November 2007 was the last day of use of the 
previous postmark. 

8 November 
Maltapost plc informed that service from a number of Maltapost letterboxes in 
Malta and Gozo had been suspended temporarily. The letterbox in Merchants Street, 
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Valletta, opposite the former General Post Office, was inaccessible as a result of 
road works, and service was expected to resume in late November. The letterbox 
at Lascaris Wharf, Valletta, near Customs House, was not operational because of 
repair works to the letterbox. The letterbox at Bajada Street, corner with Labour 
Road, Zabbar, was not operational due to repair work to the damaged lock. The 
letterbox in Simar Street, Qala, Gozo, was not operational because of dangerous 
access to the letterbox as a result of demolition works. 

12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 November 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Oreana, Triq L. 
Casolani, Birkirkara BKR 4532 (Tel. 2144 9191). A metal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'B 'KARA SPO C 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 :t\ovember 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Landau, Triq 
Mannarino, Birkirkara BKR 9085 (Tel. 2144 0047). A metal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'BIRKIRKARA D 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 .1\ovember 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Pen House, Pjazza 
1-Eroj, Birkirkara BKR 4252 (Tel. 2701 9828). A metal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'B'KARA SPO B 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 .1\ovember 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Exotica, Regent 
Place Shop A2, Triq Tumas Fenech, Birkirkara BKR 2551 
(Tel. 2149 2638). A metal hand date-stamp inscribed with 
the words 'BIRKIRKARA A- MALTA' started to be used 
at this Sub-Post Office. .__ _____ ___. 
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12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 November 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Aqua vel, Triq San 
Bartilmew, Gharghur GMR 1014 (Tel. 2143 4465). A metal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'GMARGMUR SPO 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. ..___ _____ ___, 

12November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 November 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at Happy Kids, 
Triq San Tumas, Fgura FGR 1608 (Tel. 2780 5766). A rr:.etal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'FGURA SPO 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

12 November 
Maltapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 November 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at 'Step-In', Triq 
il-Vitorja, Birgu BRG 1300 (Tel. 2180 1207). A metal hand 
date-stamp inscribed with the words 'BIRGU SPO- MAL TA' 
started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

12November 
~altapost advised that a Sub-Post Office was opened with 
effect from Monday, 12 November 2007, to provide all postal 
services as well as bill payment services, at 'Mimics', Triq 
Giovanni Curmi, Iklin IKL 1070 (Tel. 7906 8080). A metal 
hand date-stamp inscribed with the words 'IKLIN S.P.O. 
-MALTA' started to be used at this Sub-Post Office. 

13 November 
A set of five stamps depicting Maltese Bands was issued 
by Maltapost on Tuesday, 13 November 2007. The set was 
designed by Joe Mark Micallef, and portrays different aspects 
of the history of Maltese Bands. The stamps, which come in 
a size of 35mm x 35mm with a perforation of 14.28 x 14.28 L_...:::=:::::.. _ _j 

(comb), were offset printed by Printex Limited on Maltese Crosses watermarked 
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paper. The face values of the stamps are 4c/Euro 0.09, 15c/Euro 0.35, 21c/Euro 0.49, 
22c/Euro 0.51 and Lml/Euro 2.33. Maltapost issued a special commemorative double­
ringed handstamp to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 11). The 
hands tamp was inscribed ''MALT APOST - ------------- - MALT A" in the outer ring 
and "MALTESE/BANDS/JUM IL-HR UG/13 .11.07'' in the inner ring. The Maltapost 
Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 259. 

13 November 
On 13 November 2007, the National Statistics Office issued News Release 
179/2007 highlighting the post and telecommunications statistics for the quarter 
July- September 2007. According to these statistics, in the quarter under review, 
total postal traffic amounted to around 12.9 million items of which the absolute 
bulk represented letters and other printed items (up from 12.5 million items for the 
third quarter of 2006). Tl:e total number of parcels sent through the national post 
in the third quarter of 2007 was 11 ,649 (compared to 11 ,496 in the corresponding 
period of 2006). 

14 November 
Maltapost plc informed that the letterbox in Bajada Street corner with Labour 
Road, Zabbar, which had been temporarily out of service due to a damaged lock, 
was back in service. 

16 November 
Through Notice 1000 appearing in Government Gazette No 18,150 of 16 November 
2007, it was announced that in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 36(2) 
of the Postal Services Act (Cap. 254), the Minister for Competitiveness and 
Communications directs that in the light of the Euro changeover process, Lm only 
denominated postage stamps issued from 1 January 1998 onwards shall no longer 
be valid for prepayment of postage as from 1 February 2008. Any postal article 
stamped with postage stamps so invalidated shall be deemed not duly stamped for the 
purpose of the Postal Services Act. Any person having in his possession any postage 
stamps hereby invalidated, may from 1 February 2008 to 31 March 2008 surrender 
the same to Maltapost plc who shall exchange them for other valid postage stamps 
on an equal value. This notice does not apply in respect of stamps printed or sold 
subject to the condition that they will be used only for purposes of philately. 

20November 
The 2007 set of Christmas stamps was issued by the Philatelic Bureau ofMaltapost 
on Tuesday, 20 November 2007. The set features details from a painting by Giuseppe 
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Cali, The Nativity, one of the paintings found at St. Andrew' s 
Parish Church in Luqa. This Christmas set was issued as r:art 
of a joint issue with the Philatelic and Numismatic Bureau 
of the Vatican City. The Vatican stamps feature the same 
imagery as that shown on the Malta stamps, and were also 
printed by Printex Limited. The Malta stamps have face 
values of 8c/Euro 0.19, 16c/Euro 0.37 and 27c/Euro O.S3. L----------' 

The stamps are 35mm x 35mm in size, with a perforation :)f 14.28 x 14.28 (comb), 
and were printed on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The painting of The 
Nativity, which is signed, shows the Baby Jesus in a mmger, surrounded by the 
Madonna, Saint J oseph, two countrywomen and a young girl. Malta post issued a 
special commemorative double-ringed handstamp to cancel the stamps on the first 
day of issue (on FDC No. 12). The handstamp was inscr~bed "MALTAPOST- -­
----------- - MALT A" in the outer ring and "Christmas/JUM IL-HR U G/20 .11 .07" 
in the inner ring. The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in 'The 
Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 260. 

20 November 
The Philatelic Bureau ofMaltapost plc issued a Commemcrative Cover on Tuesday, 
20 November 2007, on the occasion of the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness Prince Philip. The 
Commemorative Cover (Number 3), which is limited tc 1500 covers, features a 
photograph of the Royal Couple on their wedding day in 194 7. The personalised 
stamp on the Cover shows a photograph of Her Majesty and Prince Philip, taken 
earlier in 2007 at Broadlands, in Romsey, southern England. Broadlands was the 
residence of the Earl and Countess Mountbatten of Burma. The Commemorative 
Cover was put on sale by Maltapost at Lm0.75/Euro 1.75. 

27 November 
The Malta Communications Authority, after having conwlted in accordance with 
regulation 43 of the Postal Services (General) Regulatiocs and in accordance with 
its powers under this regulation, issued Directive No. 3 of 2007 on the payment 
of postage and postal identifier. Through this Directive, the Authority directed 
Maltapost plc to have in place within thirty days of the issue of the said Directive: 
(i) an amended version of its proposed scheme entitled "Posting and Delivery 
Requirements Scheme", whereby it effectively implements to the satisfaction of the 
Authority, a provision or provisions that clearly and unequivocally require that a 
postage stamp or mark is printed, impressed, embossed o::- otherwise marked on all 
postal articles delivered by Maltapost plc to demonstrate payment or arrangement 
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of payment of postage with Maltapost plc; and (ii) a r--;a;;;~;;;;:;;~=::::;:;;;::;;;;;;;;;;;;:;:,-, 

postal scheme whereby each postal article delivered 
by Maltapost plc has a nc::me, logo, stamp, postmark 
or design that is affixed to, impressed or printed on . · ·:.{ 
each postal article delivered by Maltapost plc and 
which clearly indicates the date which Maltapost 
acknowledged receiving each postal article for .___---""=----------' 
processing and any other relevant information, and identifies Maltapost plc as the 
postal service operator responsible for the delivery of that postal article. 

1 December 
A personalised stamp featuring the Air Malta Centenary 
Cup was issued by the Valletta Supporters' Club, in 
conjunction with Maltapost plc, on Saturday, 1 December 
2007. The personalised stamp commemorates the seventh 
anniversary of the Centenary Cup, which was played 
during the year 2000 as part of the lOOth anniversary of .____ ______ ____, 
the Malta Football Association, and was won by Valletta F.C. The stamp carries 
a denomination of 8c/Euro 0.19. The personalised stamp was made available in 
a souvenir folder (issuec in a limited number of 300) and carries a special hand 
postmark prepared by Maltapost plc which, however, does not include any date or 
reference to Maltapost p;c. 

3 December 
Maltapost plc informed that the letterbox at Lascaris Wharf, Valletta, near Customs 
House, which had been temporarily out of service due to repair works to the 
letterbox, was back in se::-vice. 

5 December 
Maltapost plc informed that the letterbox at Merchants Street, V alletta, near the 
Auberge d'Italie, which had been temporarily inaccessible due to road works, was 
back in service. 
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www.sliemastampshop.eom.mt/MaltaPhilatelicSociety 
The Malta Philatelic Society is a non-profit organisation set up on 7th Marcr 1966 and aims to encourage 
the study of postage stamps and the educational hobby of stamp collecting. 

Being Malta's national society supporting the study and collecting of stamps, a major part of the Society's 
effort is in fact concentrated upon the education of collectors and the general public. 

The Society specifically promotes the specialised study of Malta, its stam::>s, postal history and related 
areas. Within its own limitations. the Society attempts to preserve this part o; our heritage, particularly (but 
not exclusively) by publishing and circulating its own prestigious award-wirning Journal, at least twice a 
year. 

The Society organises: 

• Annual Maltex Exhibitions 
• Illustrated talks given by guest speakers 
• Informal "members' evenings" 
• Bring & Buy stamp auctions 
• Visits from other philatelic societies 

Sponsored by SLIEMA STAMP SHOP- publishers of the JB Catalogue of Malta Stamps & Postal History- Philatelic Traders. 
WWW.SLIEMASTAMPSHOP.COM.MT 

Are you interested? - Join Now! 

0 YES! Please accept my application to join the PSM 
and enclosed find my subscription fee for this year, 
renewable annually at end January. 

My personal details are as follows: 

Mr./ Ms.: ----------·-··-··--··-··-

Address: 

Postal/ Zip Code: _____________ _ 

Telephone: ___ . ______ _ 

E-mail: ......... ··-----·-··-············---·····-··· ----···-··-·-- .----

I UNDERSTAND THAT ALL APPLICATIONS ARE VETTED AND MAY BE 
REFUSED WITHOUT ANY REASON BEINGGIVEN.IALSOACCEPTTHAT 
THE BOARD'S DECISION IS FINAL. IN SUCH CASES, ANY MONIES 
SENT WITH THE APPLICATION WILL BE DULY REFUNDED. 

Signature: -·····-----·---····-· ---------···--· 

Date: _______ ·--·······-·--·----····-·····----· 

Subscriplion: MALTA: JUNIORS MTL 1,ADULTS MTL3:AUSTRALIA:AUD 

30; CANADA: CAD 20; EUJROPE: EUR 15; NORWAY: NOK 120; 

SWITZERLAND: CHF 20: U.V.: GBP 8: AMERICA: USD 15. 

ALL INFORMAlliON SUBMITTED IN THIS FORM WILL NOT 
BE DIVULGED TO THIRD PARTIES WITHOUT THE 

WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE APPLICANT AND WILL BE 

USED SOLELY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES. 

Send application together with payment"' enclosed in envelope to: 

The Hon. Secretary, 
The Malta Philatelic Society, 
c/o 91, Tr·q Manwel Dimech, 

Sliema SLM14, 
Malta G.C.- Europe. 

*Payments may be made with cheque, bank draft, money order, postal order and all major credit cards These should be made payable to THE 
MALTA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. In the case of credit card payments please include credit card details befc:,w: 

CREDIT CARD TYPE: NUMBER: 

EXPIRY DATE: __f AMOUNT TO BE DEDUCTED 
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Air Malta has teamed up with the Hilton Maita Resort to make your 
birthday an uplifting experience. H you trave with another paying 
passenger within 7 days from your birthday vou will benefit from a Lm10 
Air Malta travel gift voucher- to be used l"ithin 6 months from date 
of issue. Furthermore if you book your accorrmodation through Flyaway 
Tours you automatically benefit from anothec Lm10 Air Malta travel 
gift voucher. further celebrate your birthday by savouring the exquisite 
cuisine at any of the Hilton Malta's award winning restaurants and get a 
15% discount on your bill valid for one month after your birthday. 

For more Information visit 

® 
Hilt on 

\1.\I.L\ 

www.hilton.com 

Malta travel gift voucher 
to be used on any Air Malta schedule flight 

A further Malta 
travel gift voucher If you book your 
accommodation through Flyaway Tours 

A 15% discount at any Hilton Malta 
restaurant, namely The Blue Elephant, The 
Oceana, The Bottega Del Vino, and The 
Gazebo in Summer. 

terms & conditions apply 



Lombard Bank Malta p.l.c.- Head Office 67, Republic Street Valletta VLT 05, Malta. 
T (+356) 25581117 F (+356) 25581 151 

E mail@lombardmalta.com W www.lombardmalta.com W www.maltacoins.com 
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Miniature Sheets 

LOMBARD 
Lomb.Hd !lan Malta plc 

MAL TA =::::/!.; 
POST~ 

Maltapost p.l.c. and Lombard Bank Malta p.l.c. are issuing a Limited Edition set of Malta- Euro Coins 
2008 and Miniature Sheets. The presentation pack measures 60 x 15cm when unfolded and contains: J 

one set of Malta-Euro coins issued on the 1st January 2008, protected in a blister pack; ~ 
• one numbered miniature sheet of Malta Lm Stamp issued and franked on the 31st December 2007; ! 
• one numbered miniature sheet of Malta Euro Stamp issued and franked on the 1st January 2008. i 
Each miniature sheet carries an individual number matching that on the slip case of every set. The issue 
is limited to 30,000 sets. ~ 
Price (VAT included): Lm10.73/€25.00 (Please add Lm3/€6.99 for local hand delivery). ,. 

1 
To order, either fill in the coupon below, order online at www.maltacoins.com. ~ 

l 
!l. 

l Mail this coupon to: Maltapost p.l.c., Philatelic Bureau, 305, Qormi Road, Marsa MTP 1001. 

~ 
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