
I 

14 'Ille •alt.a Independent I Saturday 7 March 2020 

Lifestyle_ 

Oliver Friggieri and his 
P 

rofessor Oliver Frig
gieri is one of Malta's 
foremost intellectuals 
and his works in Mal
tese, English and Ital

ian are well known and eagerly 
read. The latest book Oliver Frig
gieri: Sketches & Poems is edited 
by Prof. Victor Grech and the pro
ceeds from sales go to the Save 
and Support Trust. 

One of the oain attractions of 
this book are the sketches by 
Prof. Friggieri which were dis
covered by Lea Hogg. Prof. Frig
gieri donated some 48 original 
pieces for this project. 

There is also an original inter
view with Prof. Friggieri, one of 
several interviews by Lea Hogg 
in the book which ends with two 
of his unpubli3hed poems: Il-Mis
toqsija and L-.4hhar Ke/ma. 

There are also interesting 
Notes by several personalities. 

The main part of the book is di
vided into nine themes: Books, 
Candles, Abstraction, Trees, Rub
ble Walls, Pastoral, Figures, Still 
Life and Crucifixation. As Prof. 
Grech says in the Introduction: 
"The result of this book is a work 
of mixed media that includes the 
written word, sketches, draw
ings, paintings and photo
graphs." 

Prof. Grech also tells readers 
that this book is an interdiscipli
nary foray in many ways." I am 
the editor of ::his book but I am 
also a doctor but I also paint and 
am a keen photographer. I was 
taught how tc; paint by the well
known Maltese artist John Borg 
Manduca, to whom I will remain 
forever in dett. 

The idea for this book came 

Sara Brincat Friggieri with Oliver and Eileen's only grandchildren 
Luca and Elise 

about after Lea Hogg mentioned 
that Prof. Oliver Friggieri 
sketches. She suggested that I 
meet him and that we work on 
something together, incorporat
ing his poems as a fund
raiser ... Oliver showed me many 
wonderful sketches, part of a col
lection he had amassed during 
his lifetime." 

Prof. Friggieri's daughter Sara 
Brincat Friggieri writes in her 
Note: "One of the early childhood 
memories that remains im
printed in my mind is that of my 
father writing, typewriting f 
course. For days and nights, the 
sound of clicking must have been 
my first idea of rhythm. I recall 
him looking out of the window 
and defining and interpreting the 
rhythm of the birds chirping out
side ... As a child I remember my 

father sketching on random 
scraps of paper. Nowadays he 
sketches for my son and 
daughter. It is the peace and 
enjoyment that these 
sketches bring him that 
will always remain with 
me. At the time we 
saw them as very 
simple sketches. I 
never dreamt that 
these sketches 
would develop 
into numer-
ous ones 
and even
tually into 
a collec-
tion, of 
which a part 
of is presented to 
the public for the very 
first time in this book. Indeed 

Professor Oliver 
Friggieri with his 
wife Eileen in his 
study at home 

many people will be surprised to 
discover this other talent of 
his ... " 

In his interview with Lea Hogg 
Prof Friggieri had this to say 
about writing: "I would like to go 
on writing, as I have been doing 
since my childhood. I had once 
tried to call it a day, but it did not 
work. So, expressing oneself 
through a hopefully well thought 
out and coherently constructed 
book is a marvellous experience." 

Here is a quote from Prof. Ivan 
Callus' Note who writes that Prof. 
Friggieri is very much present in 

his sketches: " ... very 
much himself 
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by Richard England and reflec
tions by Arthur Lyon Dahl. 

There are a number of inspiring 
quotations in the book. Here are 
some: 

"All we have to decide is what to 
do with the time that is given us." 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

"Made weak by time and fate, 
but strong in will 

"To strive, to seek, to find, and 
not to yield." 

Alfred Lord Tennyson 

"People grow through experi
ence if they meet life honestly and 
courageously. This is how charac
ter is built." 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
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them 
just as much 
as he is in his poems 
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and essays and inter
views... to gaze upon the 
sketches is to see what a mind 
can set itself on when it is seem
ingly diverted from what the 
world might perce ive as its pri 
mary calling ... " 

There are translations by God
frey Grima, artwork and photog
raphy by Victor Grech, drawings 

There will be more about this 
book in forthcoming Saturday 
issues of The Malta Independ
ent. 

MARIE BENOIT 
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Lea Hogg, Professor Victor Borg and Oliver Friggieri 

The book is available from 
Edwards Lowell, 

Portomaso, Lola's Gift Shop 
at Villa Madama in Balzan 

and 
Radju Marija 

in Rabat 
Mob: 79629259 
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MICHELINE GALLEY is a French folklorist and ethnologist, now "Honorary Director of Re
search" at the National Centre for Scientific Research (C.N.R.S.) in Paris. She made frequent stays 
in Malta from the seventies onwards first of all as a researcher (she made a film; she published 
several books and various articles, some in collaboration with Guze Cassar-Pullicino ). She also 
came as the secretary general of the International Association of Studies on Mediterranean Civ
ilizations under the presidency of the late Professor Guze Aquilina. Two important congresses 
were held in Malta, bringing together various countries bordering the Mediterranean (Pro
ceedings printed by St-Paul's Press in 1972} and Jnterprint (1978). The scientific and humane 
success of such meetings inspired Charles Camilleri to compose a solo flute: Sama~ 

Malte Un archipel 
au destin fabuleux 
Malta has opened her mind and her heart to all the 
civilizations which have paid her a visit, so that nowadays 
the Mediterranean is hers entirely. 

Such are the words uttered by 
the great historian of the 
Mediterranean, Fernand 
Braudel, during a congress in 
Malta. 

Indeed, throughout history 
the cross-cultural exchanges at 
play in this small archipelago, in 
the middle of the Mediter
ranean, have created a veritable 
crucible of cultures. 

This short essay outlines the 
process of the original synthe
sis that took place in the realms 
of language, religion and cul
ture in general, while highlight
ing a few salient aspects of the 
Maltese identity. 

- ISBN 10: 2705340469 . 
ISBN 13: 9782705340469 
Language: French 
Size: 210x210 
Number of pages with pboto-

graphs: 43 
Publisher: Geuthner, Paris 
Price: 12 euros 
https://geuthner.com/livre/ 

malte-un-archipel-au-destin
fabuleux/1211 
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