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c/o 91, 

THE MALTA 
PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY 

Manwel Dimcch Street, 
Sliema SLM 14, 
MALTA. 
c-mail: secretary®maltaphilately .org 

MALTEXVI 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

7TH' 8TH AND 9TH OCTOBER 2005 

The Members of the Exhibitions Committee 2005 of 
the Malta Philatelic Society arc: 

Chcv. Dr Alfred Bonnici MD. KM (Chairman) 
Messrs. Joseph Buttigieg. Anthony Fcncch (Organizers) 
Messrs. Tony Camilleri, John Cardona, Josic Lanfranco, 

Charles Meilak, John Micallef. Waiter Rizzo FCCA, FIA, CPA 
and Hadrian Wood (Members) 

Maltex VI Philatelic Exhibition: Dates & Opening Hours 

The sixth Maltex Philatelic Exhibition is being organised by the Malta Philatelic Society at the 
Phoenicia, Le Meridian Ballroom. Floriana. 

An official inauguration ceremony will be held at 18.00hrs on Thursday 6th October, 2005 and the 
Philatelic Exhibition will be open to the general public on Friday, Saturday and Sunday the 7'", 8'" 
and 9'" of October as hereunder: 

Opening Hours: Friday, 7th October 
Saturday, 8th October 
Sunday, 9th October 

9.00- 18.00hrs 
9.00 - 18 .OOhrs 
9.00 - 13 .OOhrs 

The Hon. Censu Galea, Minister for Competitiveness and Communications, is to act as Patron of the 
Exhibition. 

Maltex VI Philatelic Exhibition: Regulations; 

I. Participation in the Exhibition is open to all Members of the Malta Philatelic Society. TheY outh 
Class is open to any juvenile who has not attained the ago of sixteen ( 16) on 31" October. 

2. The Exhibition will be classified into the following show sections: 

a) MALTA Traditional/Postal History 

b) FOREIGN Traditional/Postal History 

c) THEMATIC Collections 

d) YOUTH SECTION Under 16 years 

3. All Exhibitors will be presented with a Diploma of Participation. A Complimentary Stock Book 
kindly donated by Messrs. Sliema Stamp Shop, will be presented to all youths exhibiting. 
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Maltese Cigarette Trade Cards 
by Mr. John A. Cardona 

Cigarette cards were originally intended to stiffen the flimsy paper packets in 
which cigarettes were packed in during those early days. 

The printing of the manufacturer's name or brand name on the cards followed 
and a picture on the reverse side was added soon after. 

Opinions differ as to which cards were issued first in Malta. According to the 
most widely used catalogue for collecting cigarette cards, titled 'Cigarette Card 
Values, Guide to Cigarette & Other Trade Cards 2005' G. Sclivagnotis, a small 
Greek manufacturer, is recorded to have issued the first Maltese cigarette cards in 

1898 followed by C. Colombos 
in 1899. There are others, 
amongst them Dr. Ronald 
Cuschieri an authority on the 
subject, who maintain that the 
first cigarette card set issued in 
Malta was that of 'Actresses 
(Hand coloured)' by 
Colombos in 1896 (left) and the 
next was 'Opera Singers' by 
Sclivagnotis in 1898 (right). 
This is approximately the same 

period in which the first British cigarette cards were issued although cards from 
the U.S.A. had appeared a few years earlier. 

Most of the Maltese cards are black and white photos but there are a few which 
are coloured or have a sepia finish. The majority of the cards have plain backs and 
are unnumbered. However there are some series which show the manufacturer's 
name, the title of the set and the serial number. Additionally in some sets the brand 
name appears as well. The foregoing insertions are most noticeable on cards which 
were issued after the First World War. 

Very few cards are known to have a descriptive text on the back and the number 
of cards in a set varies to the extent that in certain sets of Cousis it exceeds the 
2000 mark. 'The World Index' for cigarette cards proves to be a most valuable 
source of information in such cases. 

Card production ceased on the outbreak of the First World War in 1914 but was 
again renewed in the early 1920s. The outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 
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brought to an end cigarette production once again. Very few cards (foreign) were 
produced after the cessation of hostilities in 1945. 

The subjects chosen by manufacturers for their cards vary - to mention just a 
few Actresses, Beauties, Bullfighters, Celebrities, Coats of Arms, Contemporary 
Art, Film Stars, Footballers, Opera Singers, Prominent People, Warships etc. Also 
included are a few unusual subjects such as Milton's Paradise Lost, Dante's Divine 
Comedy, Britain Prepared Series and The Great Siege of Malta. It is to be noted 
that those cards without a title on their backs are identified by an 'adopted' (A) one 
which became official when the World Index for tobacco issues was compiled. 

The cards issued did not go down well with the Maltese Ecclesiastical 
Authorities. Anthony Zarb-Dimech in his latest publication 'The Maltese Tobacco 
Scene- A Historical Survey' states "The Maltese Church in the early 1900s issued 
several Pastoral letters condemning the issue of cigarette cards that were considered 
as pornographic in nature. Bishop Pietru Pace, in 1902 saw the emergence of 
cards portraying cinema stars and he issued a stern and an all-out warning to cigarette 
producers". Zarb-Dimech states further that" On 9 July 1902 the Bishop remarked 
that despite the church's censorship and warnings to the press, a new diabolical art 
was being spread that conupted the minds and hearts ...... an art totally devilish 
that was being introduced and referred to the practice of attaching cigarette boxes, 
pictures which are most obscene". 

Courtesy of Dr. Ronald 
Cuschieri 

There was one card which really caused a lot of 
trouble. The manufacturing firm was Atlam (anagram 
for Malta). The proprietor ofthe firm was Malta's first 
Prime Minister, Joseph Howard. The firm issued a set 
of 519 cards with an adopted title of 'Celebrities'. Card 
No. 65 (Rina de Liguoro) was the offending one. It 
depicted the star scantily dressed with her breast pmtially 
exposed. To avoid any embarrassment which could have 
had serious repercussions on Howard's political career 
the card was withdrawn and replaced by another one. 
Notwithstanding the immediate steps taken to withdraw 
the card in question prior to distribution, it is known 
that two cards exist, one of which is in the collection of 
the late E. C. Wharton-Tigar which is now in a British 

museum whereas the other is held in Malta by the well known cmtophilist of Maltese 
cards Dr. Ronald Cuschieri. Incidentally that card is now the most expensive and 
rarest one to obtain. 

What now follows is a cursory look at the different Maltese manufacturers which 
are listed on the catalogue mentioned earlier on and some of the cards they have 
issued. The manufacturers have been split up purposely into two groups namely, 
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'Group I' incorporating those manufacturers who had issued their cards prior to 
the outbreak of the First World War in 1914 and 'Group H' covering those 
manufacturers whose cards were issued after the cessation of hostilities in 1920. 
The foregoing two periods are known to cartophilists as the 'First' and 'Second' 
Golden Ages of card issues. 

Group I 

1.1 C. Colombos, Malta- Cards issued about 1895 - 1918. There is one 
particular set of 112 unnumbered cards titled (A) 'Royalty and Celebrities' 
which is very colourful. The set was issued c.l908 and is divided into five 
parts namely Royalty (64), Musicians (13), Painters (10), Writers (16) and 
Inventors (9). A card of each is illustrated below in that order. The cards 
have plain backs. 
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Two sets titled (A) 'Actresses' were issued c.l902. The main difference 
between the two sets of photos is the depth of the portrait being 47 mm in 
one set and 50 mm in the other. The cards are black and white, unnumbered 
and have plain backs. It is not known how many cards were issued. Fronts 
of both sets are illustrated above. 

Another set titled (A) 'Actresses' was issued c.l902. The cards in this set 
are larger than the previous two sets and have the back inscribed with the 
firm's name as facsimile signature in red. The cards are black and white and 
unnumbered. It is not known how many cards were issued. Front and back 
are illustrated below. 

One of the earliest sets known to have been issued 
in 1900 is titled (A) 'Celebrities'. The cards are 
black and white photos unnumbered and have plain 
backs. To date 57 cards have been seen. 

VERDI 



The firm issued a set (left) of 136 cards titled (A) 'Dante's 
Divine Comedy' c.1914. The cards are sepia photos with 
black borders, numbered and have plain backs. 

Four sets titled (A) 'Famous Oil Paintings' were issued, one set per year. 
between the years c.l910 to c.1913. The cards are black and white photos. 
numbered and have plain backs. The number of cards per set is shown in 
brackets i.e. "Serie A" (72), "Serie B" (108), "Serie C" (240) and "Serie D'' 
(I 00). Fronts are illustrated below. 
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A similar set to the previous ones and also titled (A) 'Famous Oil Paintings' 
containing 90 larger cards was issued c.l911. The cards measure 89 x 65 
mm. Front illustrated below. 

Three sets were issued c.l914 titled 'Life of Napoleon Bonaparte', 'Life of 
Nelson' and 'Life of Wellington' which are keenly sought after owing to 
their historical interest. The cards are black and white and are numbered. A 
card of each set and backs are illustrated below in that order. 

life of l!? 
"";[ 

~~ 
~ 
~ issued 
~ in t~s 

Aristocratic 
ISSUED 
IN THE 



A set of 100 cards titled (A) 'National Types and Costumes' was issued 
c.1908. The cards are black and white photos hand-coloured, numbered and 
have plain backs. Fronts are illustrated below. 

The firm issued c.1913 a set of 120 cards titled (A) Paintings and Statues'. 
The cards are dark mauve-tinted brown, numbered and have plain backs. 
Fronts are illustrated below. 

Colombos Cigarettes 

1.2 Condachi Brothers & Co., Valletta, Malta - One set of 25 unnumbered 
coloured cards was issued c.1905 titled (A) 'The Bride Retires'. The pictures 
depict a sequence of events of a bride about to retire on her wedding night. 
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Front and back are illustrated on the below. 

Best 

Cond 
igarettes 

ers 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

Sda. Reale No. 252. - Depot Sda. Leva.nte 6d 
Valatta-Malta. 

1.3 D. Condachi & Son, Valletta, Malta- It is not certain how many cards 
were issued. The catalogue mentioned at the beginning shows 15 cards as 
having been issued titled (A) 'Artistes & Beauties'. Back and front are 
illustrated below. 

D. CONDACHI & SON ::~1 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

i EGYPTIAN CIGARETTES 
ESTABLISHED A. D. 1855 

Strada S. !.ucia, 192 - S!rada s. Ursola, 41-42 

VALLETTA MALTA. 

1.4 A. G. Cousis & Co., Cairo and Malta- No doubt, Cousis produced the 
largest quantity of cigarette cards. They also produced the longest sets known 
in the hobby of cartophily some exceeding 2,000 subjects. Nonetheless 
these lengthy sets are considered to be the classics of the Maltese cards and 
are most interesting to collect since new cards (not listed) are still being 
discovered. Illustrated on next page are black and white cards from these 
lengthy sets titled (A) 'Warships' and 'Celebrities' issued in 1904 and 1905 
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respectively. The sets in question exist in miniature (50 x 30 mm) and small 
(59 x 39 mm) sizes and all have plain backs. 

The first cigarette cards to show 'Maltese views' were issued by the firm at 
the turn of the last century. A number of sets, black and white, numbered 
and unnumbered, with plain backs and with variances in the printing of 
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"Cousis' Cigarettes" are known. All were produced from photographs by 
Richard Ellis. The cards also exist in miniature form. The 127 different 
views shown on the cards were the subject of a publication titled 'Old Malta 
Views from Cousis' Cigarette Cards' by Joseph Bonnici andMichael Cassar. 
Cards from these sets are illustrated below. 

During the period in which the sets of 'Maltese Views' were issued Cousis 
produced two very interesting sets in black and white, unnumbered, with 
plain backs titled (A) 'Views of the Mediterranean' and 'Views of the World'. 
The captions of the former set are in French and depicted are views from 
Alexandria, Cairo and Constantinople. The captions of the latter set are in 
English and cover views from all over the world. Additionally the latter set 
has a number of variances in the printing of "Cousis' Cigarettes". Fronts 
are illustrated on the next page. 



In 1901 Cousis produced a special set of 100 cards titled (A) 'Bullfighters', 
in black and white, unnumbered and with plain backs. The decision to 
produce these cards was a marketing one intended to penetrate the Spanish 
market. It appears that the product was not successful and the supply of 
cigarettes to that country was short-lived. Hence the reason why the cards 
are scarce and so difficult to obtain a complete set. A couple of cards are 
illustrated below. 

Cousis issued c.l904 a black and white set titled (A) 'Popes of Rome' which 
is divided into two parts namely, 182 cards with "A. G. Cousis & Co" on the 
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back depicting popes up to A. D. 1241, and 81 cards with "Cousis' Dubec 
Cigarettes" on the back depicting popes after A. D. 1241. Fronts and backs 
with the different brand names are illustrated below. 

A set of72 cards titled (A) 'Grand Masters of the Order of Jerusalem' was 
issued c.1909 in black and white and with plain backs. The cards are 
numbered in Roman figures on the front ofthe cards. Two cards are illustrated 
below. 

Three almost identical sets titled (A) 'Beauties, Couples and Children' were 
issued c .1908. The cards are hand coloured and each set is numbered 1 -50. 
The cards are easily identified because on the ba;;k they have 'Collection 
No. 1 ','Collection No. 2' and 'Collection No. 3' inscribed at the very top. 
The front and back of 'Collection No. 1' are illustrated on the next page. 



Collection No. 1. No.ll 

Cigarettes de 
premier choix 
de la Maison 

A. G. C o us i s & Co. 
Le Caire & Malte l maison fondee 1872 

Cousis are known to have issued two sets post war. The first set of 50 cards 
was issued c.l923 titled (A) 'Beauties Couples and Children' (Back in red). 
The front is without caption or borders and coloured brown. The second set 
of 254 cards was issued c .1924 titled (A) 'Actors and Actresses'. There is a 
caption on the front and the back is blue-grey or light violet. Additionally 
some of the cards have a border. Fronts and backs of each set are illustrated 
below. 

A.O.COUSIS&C~ 

CAIRO~MAL TA. 

Speciality of the Firm 

»DUBEC« BRAND 

Manufacturers also of 
Virg;nia Cigarettes blended 

f:-om purest tobacco 
warranted tree from 
chemical substances. 

A.G.COUSIS&.C~ 

CAIRO~MAL TA. 

Speciality of rhe Firm 

»DUBEC« BRAND 
fvlanufacturers also of 

Virginia Cigarettes blended 

from purest tobacco 

warranted free from 

chemical substances. 

No. 3 

1.5 The Egyptian Cigarette Coy., Malta - Best known for two sets in particular. 
The first set of 264 cards titled (A) 'Decorations of the World' was issued 
c.1908. The cards are coloured, numbered and have plain backs. The other 
set of 100 cards titled (A) 'Maltese Band Players' was issued c.1910. The 
cards are black and white photos, numbered and have plain backs. The 
latter set is a composite one having 50 cards numbered in black within the 
name panel representing bandsmen of 'La Valette' Band and the other 50 
cards numbered in white at left base of the photo representing bandsmen 
from the 'King's Own' Band. It should be noted that although the 'La Valette' 
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set is recorded as having 50 cards, card No. 43 was not issued and card No. 
50 has not been seen. Two cards from the 'La Valette' bandsmen are 
illustrated below. 

HOLY SEE 
EOHGLAND 

99 

Grand Star of Christ. St. ~lichael - Grand Cross 
with hand and star. 

~}igypf!Jy; (!garelt~f§Q:· . $F;gypf!Jy; (!gm'Wfe._f?_y:-

1.6 D. Fanciulli & Co., Malta- is recorded to have issued one set only c.I 906 
titled 'Il Paradiso Perduto' (Paradise Lost). The cards are black and white 
and numbered. The inscription on the back is in Italian. Front and back are 
illustrated below. 

•••• LJEVEMENTE AL FONDO. CHE DIVOilA 

LUCIFERO CON G!UDA, Cl POSO. 

Inferno, c. XXXI. 

1.7 Malta Cigarette Co.- Three sets are recorded to have been issued c .1905. 

16 

Lovers ofltalian literature will enjoy themselves going through the 135 cards 
titled (A) 'Dante's Divine Comedy'. The cards are black and white, 
unnumbered and have an inscription on the back in Italian. A set with the 
cards in black and orange has been seen. Additionally, it is worth noting 
that this set is very similar to the one issued c.l914 by C. Colombos which 



has an identical title. The back and front are illustrated below. 

, , , , , ; . , • L' onnlposseultfln·aceln 
Fuor Jo scap:Iiu dalle snperne sn•ll 
Gilt <:i<]lOI'O]to • , •• , ••• 

,1\,ihro"'I, I'. r,~,,y,, 

The second set of 40 cards titled (A) 'Maltese Families Arms & Letters' is 
coloured and unnumbered with plain backs. As the title implies the set is a 
composite one having 33 cards with Coats of Arms and the other 7 cards 
depicting the letters A, B, C, D, E, F and S. Cards illustrated below. 

It is not known how many cards have been issued in the third set titled (A) 
'Prominent People'. So far 43 have been seen in black and white and the 
name of the individual concerned is inscribed in Italian on the back. Front 
and back are illustrated on next page. 
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Benedetto Oairoli 

1.8 Pizzuto, Malta- One set is known to have been issued c .1910 titled 'Milton's 
Paradise Lost'. The set is made up of 50 cards in black and white and are 
unnumbered with English captions on the back. It is to be noted that this set 
and the one issued by D. Fanciulli have similar subjects. Front and back are 
illustrated below. 

So NUMBERLESS WERE THOSE BAD ANGELS SEEN 

HOVERING ON V(lNt:i, UNDER THE COPE OF HELL. 

Book 1., lines 344, 345. 

MILTON'S PARADISE LOST. 

1.9 G. Sclivagnotis, Malta - Besides the cards referred to at the beginning of 
this article another set of 102 photos titled (A) 'Opera Singers' was issued 
c.1898 coloured chocolate-brown with brown borders and inscribed at the 
base 'Sclivagnoti's Aida Cigarettes'. These cards measure 58 x 40 mm 
have plain backs and are unnumbered. In the same year another set of 71 
cards was issued titled (A) 'Grand Masters of the Order of Jerusalem' 
coloured sepia with plain backs and unnumbered. Fronts of both sets are 
illustrated on next page. 
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Post War, a set of 50 coloured cards titled (A) 'Actresses and Cinema Stars' 
was issued c.1923. The back is inscribed in black 'Sclivagnotis's Cigarettes 
for Quality' with a short history of the star's career in English. The name of 
the star concerned is shown captioned in white on the front of the cards. 
Front and back are illustrated below. 

GroupH 

STEPHANIE D"ESTE" 

Although t1lere may not be 

many well-known plays or 

comedies in which this 

actress has taken part, $he is 

a favourite and quite popular 

amongst her friends and 

admirers. 

2.1 The Atlam Cigarette Factory, Malta- A few sets were issued c.1924 
besides the set of 519 cards titled (A) 'Celebrities' already referred to at the 
beginning of this article. The set in question was issued in black and white, 
numbered and has different backs in brown. Front and back are illustrated 
on the following page. 
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Nr 431. 

Cig.:~rette factory 
i1alta ~London d Cairo 

cialdBrand. 
".SEUKA" No. 2 de Lux:e 

& No.J 
".Suppliers to tbe 

& Regies" 

A set of 65 cards titled (A) 'Beauties' was issued in black and white fronts, 
the backs are in blue and numbered. Front and back are illustrated below. 

Nr. 1. 

Atlam (anagram from Malta) issued, in the same period as above, a set of 50 
black and white photos titled (A) 'Views of Malta'. The cards measure 71 -
73 x 53- 55 mm and the backs are in black and numbered. Front and back 
are illustrated on the following page. 
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A set of 128 cards titled (A) 'Views of the World' was issued in the same 
period as above. The fronts are in black and white and the backs are in 
brown and numbered. Both are illustrated below. 

No. 

2.2 Nicola Bosios, Malta- One set titled (A) 'Opera Singers' is recorded to 
have been issued c.1920. It is not known how many cards have been issued 
but to date 83 black and white, matt and unnumbered photos have been 
seen. A card is illustrated below. 
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2.3 V. Camilleri, Valletta, Malta- A series of cards were issued c.l922. The 
series of 104 cards titled (A) 'Popes of Rome' depicted photographic 
reproductions of a selection from Cousis set which has already been referred 
to under Cousis. The front is in black and white and numbered whereas the 
inscription on the back is in ligh: blue. Front and back are illustrated below. 

2.4 Camler Tobacco Coy., Valletta, Malta - Two types of sets of 96 cards 
each titled 'Maltese Families Coats of Arms' were issued c.1925. The 
difference between the two sets consists in the thickness of the card used 
one of which is paper-like and whiter whereas the other one is thicker. The 
cards are coloured and the name of the firm and the number are inscribed in 
brown on the back. The front ard back from the 'thicker' set are illustrated 
below. 

C.AffiLER ·mALT~-
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A number of black and white photos titled (A) 'Footballers' were issued 
c.1926. The cards in question had two different headings. Those headed 
'Malta Footballer' depicted Maltese footballers and the cards were numbered 
whereas those headed 'Camler's Cigarettes' depicted Hungarian footballers 
and the cards were unnumbered. Both types of cards are stamped 'Camler 
Tobacco Coy.' on the back in light blue. Fronts and back are illustrated 
below. 

2.5 S. Mattino & Sons, Malta- The cards titled 'Britain Prepared Series' are 
rubber stamped in green, describing the firm as "Tobacco Importers, Sda. 
Ospedale, Malta". The World Index states that "evidence of actual issue 
with tobacco, or of the existence ofthe firm, is lacking". The set of 36 
black and white numbered photos is believed to have· been issued c.1940 
and is divided into three parts of twelve subjects each depicting military, 
naval and R.A.F. scenes in action. Front and back from the naval set are 
illustrated below. 

Destrorer li,:VT S_ •\Vren'' in Rounh Seas 
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2.6 Mifsud & Azzopardi, Malta - One set of 59 black and white unnumbered 
photos titled (A) 'First Maltese Parliament' was issued c.1922. The cards 
measure 42 x 33 mm and are rubber stamped in light purple ink describing 
the firm as "Mifsud & Azzopardi Falstaff & Tripolino Cigarettes Special ties". 
Needless to add that the subject matter is of historical importance and 
consequently most collectable since it incorporates the main prominent people 
who were involved in the formation of the first parliament of Malta. Front 
and back are illustrated below. 

2.7 The Omega Cigarette Factory, Malta - A set of 96 black and white 
numbered photos titled (A) 'Cinema Stars' was issued c.l936. The back 
is inscribed "Serie 1", number of card and Issued by: The 'Omega' Cigarette 
Factory F. Farrugia". The cares measure 48 x 28 mm. Front and back are 
illustrated below. 
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It is not known how many cards have been issued c.l928 titled (A) 'Maltese 
Footballers'. The cards are black and white photos and are unnumbered. 
The back is rubber stamped with "F. Farrugia, Malta" at the base. 
The front only is illustrated since the stamp on the back is hardly visible. 

A set of 50 large cards titled 'Coats of Arms of Maltese Families' measuring 
80 x 67 mm were issued c.l930. The cards are black and white photos of 
drawings and are numbered. The back is inscribed "F. Farrugia, Malta" at 
the base without name of the firm. Front and back are illustrated below. 

'('ocds oF ){rms 

of 
'])folfese '£hnnihes 

Serie A 

a series of 50 

pGtkeil 

in tile ''Tannhauser" 

Cigarettes 

by f'. f'crrrugi<~, 

i\!lalta. 

Omega is the only firm to have issued cartoons by "Mike' depicting 'Maltese 
Politicians' and 'World War If Leaders'. The cards are in black and white 
and it is not known how many have been issued c.l940. Fronts and backs 
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are illustrated below courtesy of Mr. Hadrian Wood. 

1? 

F Fi\RRUGTl\ 

These Cartoons are 

pacl<ed wllh the 

Cigarettes, 

Manufactured by 

A set of 97 sepia photos titled (A) 'Scenes from Films' was issued c .1934. 
The photos were taken from seven films namely, "Body and Soul" (12), 
"Daddy Long Legs" (21), "Just Imagine" (10), "Monte Carlo" (10), "Women 
Everywhere" (12), "Women of all Nations" (20) and "The Yankee at King 
Arthur's Court" (12). The cards are numbered and the number of cards per 
set is shown in brackets following each film. Front and back from the film 
"Daddy Long Legs" are illustrated on the following page. 



the OMEGA CIGATWTTE F'AcroTCY 

2.8 Oxford Cigarette Co., Valletta, Malta - One set of 24 black and white 
plain backed cards titled (A) 'Egyptian Scenes' was issued c.1926. The 
cards which are anonymous are numbered and have a small caption in white 
on the front of the card describing the scene. Front illustrated below. 

2.9 Ruggier Bros., Malta- The firm issued c.1924 one set of 50 black and 
white numbered cards titled (A) 'Story of the Knights of Malta' or 'The 
Great Siege of Malta'. Front and back are illustrated below. 
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2.10 John Scerri, Malta - Cards inscribed "John Scerri", "Scerri's Cigarette 
Factory", "Scerri' s Cigarettes", or brand issues inscribed "Black Spot 
Cigarettes", "Galata and Senator Cigarettes" and "Senator Cigarettes". 

28 

The firm issued the first set of 401 cards titled 'Malta Views' c .1928. The 
cards are black and white, numbered and vari-backed. Front and back are 
illustrated below. 

Coisin 0 San Guann'!-VaHetti"l • 
E. A. G!inder 

S ERRI'S 
CIG : f='TTES 

Another set of 51 cards titled 'Members of Parliament- Malta' was issued 
c.1928. The cards are black and white, glossy and numbered. Front and 
back are illustrated below. 

MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT 

M LT 
No. Z 

ON SALE 
EVERY-WHERE 

The firm issued c .1930 a set of 147 black and white cards titled (A) 'Beauties 
and Children'. The cards are without borders and are numbered. Front and 
back are illustrated on next page. 



Another set titled as the previous one was issued in the same year. The set is 
coloured and is recorded to have 45 cards. A complete set has not been seen 
and it appears that numbers 1, 20, 22, 24, 27, 31, 44 and 45 have not been 
issued. Front and back are illustrated below. 

During the same year as above the firm issued a set of 146 black and white 
numbered cards titled 'Prominent People'. Front and back are illustrated on 
next page. 
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The firm issued a series of sets c .1931. A set of 50 black and white photos 
titled 'Beautiful Women' was issued that year. Front and back are illustrated 
below. 

Serie of 50 

BEAUTIFUL 
\¥OMEN 

No. 2 

SCERRI'S 
CIGARETTES ~ 

Another set issued that year is titled 'Cinema Artists'. It consists of 480 
black and white photos numbered 1/20 with black borders and 21/480 with 
white borders .. Fronts and back are illustrated below. 

CINEfvu"\ 
f\RTISTS 

No. 23 



'Cinema Stars' followed in the same year. The set consists of 180 black and 
white numbered photos. Front and back illustrated below. 

No. 3 

During the same year two sets were issued titled 'Film Stars'. The sets 
consist of 120 dark brown photos numbered 1/60 inscribed "First Serie" and 
61/120 inscribed "Second Serie". Front and backs are illustrated below. 

Fll S 

SECOND SERIE 

.No. 61 

Ramon Novarro 

The last set recorded to have been issued c.l931 consisted of 100 brown 
numbered cards titled 'World's Famous Buildings'. Front and back are 
illustrated on next page. 

31 



32 

Musta Churcht Malta 

OBTAINABLE 
EVERYWHERE 

The firm issued a set of 100 black and white numbered photos titled 'Scenes 
from Films' c.l932. Front and back are illustrated below. 

Another set of 100 large black and white photos titled 'Talkie Stars' was 
issued during the same year as above. The cards which are glossy are 
numbered. Front and back are illustrated below. 

TALKIE STARS 
No. 49 

LLOYD HUGHES 
BORN IN ARIZONA. 

?! ~ r. OC'TOIV'.:R 18Wl 
AMONG HIS FILMS ARE: 
,CUPPED WINGS", ,LOVE 

COMES ALONG" 
,WHSR' EAST IS EAST", ,THE 

RUt!AWAY BRIDE" 
,SWEEHiEARTS ON PARADE", 

.. ~ll1~~':. ~i2~'~TC: 
ISSUED BY: 
"SCEI1RI'S" CIGARETTE 

FACTORY MALTA. 



Two sets were issued c.1934. The first set was of 50 black and white 
numbered photos titled 'Famous London Buildings'. The other consisted 
of 52 black and white numbered cards tifed 'Interesting Places of the World'. 
Fronts and backs of both sets are illustrated below. 

Interesting Places 

of the World 

No. 8 

Scerri es 

On sale everywhere 

Finally a set of 25 black and white nu::nbered photos titled 'International 
Footballers' was issued c.l935. Front and back are illustrated below. 

Manufacturing Firms not Listed 

G. Agius & Co., Malta and Cairo- This firm is not listed in the Catalogue of 
Cigarette and Trade Cards mentioned at the beginning of this article. According to 
the World Tobacco Issues Index, Part I, page 23, the firm issued a set of cards 
titled (A) 'Actresses' c.1900. The cards are brown and unnumbered and about 30 
of these cards have been seen. Front and back are illustrated on the next page. 
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Farro Malta Very little is known about this firm except that it was a subsidiary 
of Camler Tobacco Co. The firm issued a set of 60 cards titled (A) 'Maltese 
Families Coats of Arms' probably in the mid 1920s when Camler Tobacco Co., 
issued their sets on the same subject. The cards are coloured and have inscribed on 
the front 'Serie n. 2' and a series of numbers, starting with No.359, which do not 
run consecutively. The Coats of Arms cover the letters H toR only. The cards 
have plain backs. Fronts are illustrated below. 

Tysoo Cigarette, Malta The firm was a very small one which operated in Prince 
of Wales Road (now Manwel Dimech Street) in Sliema. The cards issued by the 
firm in the late 1930s are not listed in the World Index and as far as it is known 
they have never been quoted in any catalogue. 
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The firm specialized in issuing black and white, glossy photos of football players 
who played for Sliema Wanderers Football Club. It is not known how many of 
these cards were issued. Some of the backs are rubber stamped in the form of a 
circle with the words 'Tysoo Cigarettes' inscribed within the circle. Front and 
back are illustrated below. 

TALl(!£ STARS 

J}QltoTHY 1Ul'K.\RL 

SElclE 

It is not known how many cards 
have been issued titled 'Talkie 
Stars' (left), but it appears that 
two sets inscribed Serie 'A' and 
'B' have been printed. The 
cards are black and white, 
glossy and measure 80 x 65 -
67mm. 

It was not intended to cover every aspect or indeed to analyse varieties that a 
collection normally creates. The object was to mention the Maltese manufacturing 
firms and to be aware of some of the cards they have produced. It is therefore 
obvious that queries may arise. The writer does not profess to know all the answers 
but undertakes to investigate and revert if contacted. 
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One Frame Exhibits 
by Mr. John A. Cardona 

Whilst One Frame Exhibits (OFE) are new to the Federation Internationale de 
Philatelie they ha\e been in use for some time in many of the member countries. 

The rules for jt:dging OFE remain in the experimental stage for the time being. 
Therefore the present criteria of judging multi frame exhibits has been adopted 
temporarily namely 

Treatment and Importance 
Knowledge and Research 

Condition and Rarity 
Presentation 

The original concept of OFE was that it will serve two main puposes; firstly in 
allowing the novic~ collector to break the ice in becoming an exhib1tor and secondly 
it would allow experienced exhibitors to display their philatelic skills. 

Without doubt the biggest problem in exhibiting OFE is the choice of the subject. 
The need is emphasised to choose a subject that can be thoroughly covered in just 
16 pages. It may be an exhibit on just one or two stamps or an important postal 
history event expertly covered. 

Notes on the Aim and the Importance of One Frame Exhibits 
Exhibitors can show something they are interested in which could fill only one 

frame. 
OFE should not be seen of lesser importance than two or more exhibits, they 

should be as different and have their own simple scoring system. 
OFE should be developed on a philatelic topic that is suitable for a one frame 

only- this is the crux of the issue. 
The advantages of the OFE are a modern approach requiring new research, 

discoveries and short studies encouraging also experienced exhibitors to show 
something special which otherwise might never be exhibited. 

OFE of 16 pages is one ofthe more difficult exhibits to put together correctly. 
Similar to muhi frame exhibitions OFE should show the title of the exhibit, a 

brief description of the exhibit, references if any and normal standard album sheets 
enclosed in a protective cover should be used. 
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Blue/Green - British Post Office Constantinople 
6 Aug 1857 

Earliest Recorded Date 
by Chev. Dr. A. Bonnici 

Business entire written in Italian on the 5 August 1857 by Messrs GLAVANY 
ZINO, in CONSTANTINOPLE, to Signori, B. Tagliaferro in MALTA, through 
the BPO/on the 6111 August 1857, earliest recorded date, the entire arriving in 
MALT A - A U 12/1857, and rated at the old rate of 1/6 (one shilling and six 
pence) per 'l2oz, as on the 3 April 54 this rate was reduced to 5d. (Billing p 278) 

According to David Macaulay, Stamp Collecting Vol 121 No 12 p 605, this 
handstamp is Type 2, "Proof book 25.8.57, noted used between 9.6.58 and 1.3.78." 
This handstamp was used on the 6th Aug 1857, so Macaulay must have made a 
mistake in quoting the proof book as 25.8.57. 

This CONSTANTINOPLE British Post Office, according to David Macaulay 
was opened on July pt 1857, and remained open, with the exception of a break 
during the First World War, until 1923. 
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Odessa - Constantinople - Malta 
British Post Office I Constantinople I A/FE 20167 

Earliest Recorded Date 

Business entire written by Messrs T .E.MA VROGORDATO & CO in 
ODESSA, on the 4/16 February 1867 to Sig B TAGLIAFERRO etc in MALTA 
via Messrs AMBROSE. P. AMAVROCORDATO in Constantinople who 
franked the entire with U.K. Queen Victoria 1d pi 94, and 4d pl 7 (1865 issue) 
stamps cancelled "C", and sent through the BRITISH POST OFFICE I 
CONSTANTINOPLE/ A/FE 20/67 - (Earliest recorded date) arriving A/ 
MALTA/FE 27/67. The 5d in manuscript was the new rate per !/2 oz to Malta 
(4d+1d=5d) which had come into force on the 3 April1854. (Billing p 278.) 

David Macaulay in his review of handstamps of the British Post offices in the 
Levant in Stamp Collecting: Vol 112, No 12, p 605, states: that this handstamp 
Type 3, "Proof Book 22.11 .66 was noted used between 7.6 .67 and 7 .12 .86. Single 
ring diameter 22mm, with stops either side of .CONSTANTINOPLE. and .POST. 
Struck in black ink." 

The handstamp on this entire, beats the recorded one, by four months. 
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.d . Stamp & Com Dealers 
Est. 1926 

43, Zachary Street, Valletta, VLT 04, Malta 
Tel: (+356) 2123 7472 Fax: (+356) 2124 6960 
Website: www.emmsaid.com Email: info@emmsaid.com 

We stock and supply all your philatelic 
requirements 

Specialists For ALL Malta 

Mint and Used Stamps 
First Day Covers 
Postal History & Postmarks 
Stamp & Coin Accessories 
Commemorative & Decimal Coins 
Grand Master Coins 
Malta Banknotes 
Engravings, Maps and Prints 
Cigarette Packets & MORE 

Come BUY I SELL or TRADE with us 

Publishers of the 
2006- SAID Malta Stamp Catalogue 
YEARLY- SAID Malta Hingeless Pages 
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Battle of 
Malta 

Date of Issue 
23rd September 2005 

Designer 
Richard J. Caruana 

Date of Withdrawal 
22nd September 2006 

(/;;:a: send me detai:f your Philatelic Servic: '-, 

I Name I 
I Address I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

: I~A~~~I : 
I I 
I 

Philatelic Bureau Maltapost plc I 
305 Qormi Road Marsa GPO 01 Malta 

\ 
T: (356) 2123 9153, 2122 4421 F: (356) 2122 0789 } 

e-mail: info@maltapost.com 
'-. URL: www.maltapost.com / ____________ __.,.. 
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