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A clay robacco pipe rrom tbt Ciladel. Go-.to ('l\'lalta). 

John '''ood 
18 Park Road. Sbenngtot~ Bucks. MK16 9PG. UK. 

In JuJy 1997 George Azzapardj, Curator at the Ethnology muSC\lm, drew my attention to a clay 
coOOc:co pipe (Flg. 1) in the reserve coU.ectioo or the Arehacological museum in lhc Gozitan Citadel. 
ihe pipe \\-as taken, together \\itb olbcr anif.~$ r.inging i.n d<lte fro1n I.he la1c 1ncdiC\-al period to the 
19th cennlJ')', when t1)C National museum intervened in opc:rauons on pli\•alel)' O\~ned propeny on 
Triq il-F0$0$ (shaded area Fig. l) io the earl)' 1990's.. TI~ dir0etor or the rescue "1lS Nathnnicl 
Cutajar of the National tllUSCUltl or Archacolo<& In Valle1t11. Malta 
Triq il-Fosos is in an area kno'''n as ihe JC\\'ish quarter. In Ara.goocsc nmc:s (1283-1410) Jewish 
bankets. dyers and pharm.'l<::asts ,,.ere pc:nruttcd 10 li\'e and \\'Orie there 1n 1241 it is reoorded th.al 
c:igh1 Je\\ish families "'ere resident io Gozo•. presumably in the city c:cnue. At 1ha1 linlC the 
C3Lhedral did LlOt 00\'(r such an exteos.i\'e area and therefore the quaner " 'as oot in such close 
proxj1nil)'. 
lntercs11ngty Karmenu ~·1crcioca (ta.I-Boga). who '"as 92 years old in 1966 and res:ided at that 
propcny, \\<lS known to smoke a vartcty of pipes inc-luding tbe plpa taf..qo.sb(l (reed pipe} of \\·hieb th.is 
is an e.u.mple (personal conununication Ra•. Dr. Joseph Bellina). 

Fii.1 ~tusewtl rc:fcrencc PU097. no catalogue: nu1nbc1". Very pnJc 1erraootta. in C<>tllparison \"1l11 other 
crciyday anifse1$ in the n1usw1n i1 i.s reminisct1U of the coJOUr tht11 tofol t])C local blue clay fires. The 
riol is lightly burnished, Sooty deposit inside. The shank end 1s broken and the ri1n danlagod on cbe 
outsid.¢ The round«!. bo\l•l is gadroonod. \Vtth ro1,1lct1ing and incised horizontal lines at the base or llw: 
rim. The shape of the keel i5 acocnluated by rooJened li.nes aud '"'hat ren1a1ns of' the: termination also 
has rouletted deooration. Probably l 8tJ1-ea1ly I 9U1 ccntW1'· 

1Dr. Anthony Luuercl ( 1973), ;\ltdleval .Volra. 
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