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Everything we know about the husband of
Mary and the foster father of Jesus comes
from Scripture and that has seemed too lit-
tle for those who made up legends about
him.

We know he was a carpenter, a working man,
for the skeptical Nazarenes ask about Jesus, "Is
this not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55).
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in the Temple we are told Joseph (along else to stand up\
with Mary) searched with great anxiety rlghts :
for three days for him (Luke 2:48). V{g?als
 know that Joseph treated Jesus as his
own son for over and over the people of
i -ézareth say of Jesus, "Is this not the son
¥ ofJoseph" (Luke 4:22)
| We know Joseph respected God. He fol-
lowed God's commands in handling the
situation with Mary and going to
Jerusalem to have Jesus circumecised and:r L&
: Mary purified after Jesus' birth. Wi
i told that he took his family to Jerusalem every year for
something that could not have been easy for a working'm
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Since spkttmg with Rome
in the year 1054, the Orthodox
churches have developed a
separate group of saints.

In the 20th century, per-
haps the best known was
Nektarios of Aegina, a priest
who was hounded from Cairo
on slanderous charges of

- immorality.  Despite the
harassment, Nektarios found-
ed a school and convent on
Aegina, then died there in
1920. He was finally proclaimed a saint  Statues there.
in 1961, “We honour great people in history,

Also widely revered is Seraph.ml of but we wouldn't pray to them,’says

came from a royal lineage. Luke and Matthew
disagree some about the details of Joseph's
genealogy but they both mark his descent from
David, the greatest king of Israel (Matthew 1:1-
16 and Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who first
tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of
David," a royal title used also for Jesus.
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We know Joseph was a compas-
sionate, caring man. When he dis-
covered Mary was pregnant after
they had been betrothed, he knew
the child was not his but was as yet
unaware that she was carrying the
Son of God. He planned to divorce
Mary according to the law but he
was concerned for her suffering and
safety. He knew that women
accused of adultery could be stoned
to death, so he decided to divorce
her quietly and not expose her to
shame or cruelty (Matthew 1:19-
25).

We know Joseph was a man of
faith, obedient to whatever God
asked of him without knowing the
outcome. When the angel came to
Joseph in a dream and told him the
truth about the child Mary was car-
rying, Joseph immediately and
without question or concern for gos-
sip, took Mary as his wife. When the
angel came again to tell him that

1.5 million-member Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America. “But for us,
. unity is based on the faith itself. And
the saints represent the witnesses.”
Conservative Protestants often con-
sider sainthood as flirting with idolatry,
though Catholics insist they are pray-
ing “with” or “through” saints rather
than to them. Seventeenth century
Puritans even invaded St. Paul's
Cathedral in London to tear out the

altar later
{ ved to the

! ‘Voted sanctuary to St ing the Sacranient in ;
; solemn processions an
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setting up of the Fo 1587851,
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This all clearly shows
that the Archconfra-
ternity of St Joseph /[
enjoyed the absolute
precedence in all pro-
ﬂsi— ns. Besides
heicpeatcsit hie

those from the British Isles, such as
Anselm and Columba. But various
national synods add people from time to
tnne such as Bishop Samuel Isaac
Joseph Schereschewsky of Shangha.l,

- who died in 1906. His day is Oct. 15.

The U.S. Episcopal Church reserves
days for American civil rights martyrs
such as Martin Luther King.
Furthermore, the two dozen national
conventions in the worldwide Anglican
Communion have the same rights to
decide whom to honor.

“We don't put sainthood on a
pedestal, so high you can't reach it,”
says Canon Frederick Masterman, edu-
cation director for the Episcopal

* Diocese of Southeast Florida. “It's not

necessarily a special contact or channel

“of grace. It's an example of a holy life

that we can follow.”

Then again, even strongly biblicist
Protestants have done some rethinking
about sainthood. The 11th chapter in
the New Testament book of Hebrews
scans the lives of heroes such as
Abraham, Moses and David -“a verita-

~ ble hall of statues,” Milton says.

“Many evangelicals are thinking it's
a good idea to investigate lives of those
who have gone before and imitate
them,” he adds. “After all, they were
fallen people like us, who needed a
Saviour.”
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