Clay tobaces pipes from Malta, A local
produet oF imported?
A re-exammation of the evidence

A mumber of acas in Malta have been in
comtinuoys ogcupation singe the miroduction of
tobaceo in the late 16™ century. Of those Mdina
and Zejtn have been @éssocisted with the
production of pipi tal-aska, albeit on & modest
scale, Im the harbour anea the one pipe foclorny,
the former British Empire Pipe Company, used
briar and olive wood for thewr products.  They
sav clay pipes were probably imported.

Mo doubt Maltese fom all walks of Life found
sodace in tobaceo, What i= known abowt the boss
or disposal of pipes bears out that foct. A numbser
of fragrments have been found 1 associaian with
domestic bric-d-brac and refuse in diverse places
such as Mdina, the Citadel (Goro) and Palazzo
Boonici, Shema  Fragments have also been
found in military barracks & the Avberpe de
Castille in Valletta and Fort Rimelle, Kalkara. In
Gozo there 18 evidence linkang pipe smoking
with various radesmen, A miller in Xaghra, a
farmer in Xlendi and herdsmen at il-Mixta. Even
priests were permitted to smoke in the privacy of
ther own homes.  [L would scem, at face value,
that mariners and fishermen were by far the
largest user growp. However the sea does tend 1o
keep ceramics in & good state of preservabion, so
it follows that this is where the bulk of anefacts
woiuld be found., Indeed ot 15 s0, particulardy
arcumd  the hub of trade, the dml:}'m-d and
harbours.

There is scant information regarding this sspea
af Maltese folklore. Guido Lanfranco, on his
RTE mdioc pmgramme, clicited mteresting
information from callers, from which [ quote. In
Vallctta plaster pipes used to come packed in
straw in wooden boxes.  They sound like Brtish
style imports, especially as the caller goes on W
describe how, & a child, he was given the
breaksges and would brdge the broken stem
with & matchstick to play af smoking.  This was
in 1946,

Mr. Spilen of Zefun, an octopenanan in 1994,
remembers an old man who made and seld hand
crafied pipes. He goes on o describe pipes mnde
entirey from bamboo. These can be made by
almost - amvone  and  are  peactical, f rushc
Spiten’s grandfather bought red pipd fol-{lasha
from itinerant Morth Aficuns who used to trade
in Malta before WiW2

Accordmg o a lady from Rabal, a professional
potier working on domestic ware sl Bir Riebu
around 1934, made miencsting reed pipes as a
sadeline for his fnends. This correspondent also
rememberad the North African nationals selling
sliractive pipes In 8 epeum coloor,

These chibouks, or pipl fal-Qasba, were
mporied mto Malta from Morth Africa wathin
living memory, bul not it would seem from
Tunizia' Therefore it would be sensible to look
further afield for the source A request for
mformation 15 bang consmdersd m Tnpoh,
Libya, brokered Subeman  Khoja, an
Educationalist at the University of hMalta.

The tohaceo habit was miroduced mio Onoman
Turkey around 1600, At that tme and until 1798
Malta was home 1o the Emghis of Sant John
During this period pipe smoking became e
riguenr with the aan Turks It was akso
popular in Malta, for in 1673 the Grand Muster
made whaceo & taxable commodity. Use of
micotiona was therefome an- scceptable habit
ashore, if oot ol ses sboand the galleys The
Knights hed an ambivalent attitade we their
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war existed and prsoners taken, frequenily for
ransom. On the other hand truces were armanpged
to conduct trade.

From 1798 w0 1914, when cigareties were issued
to sovicemen em masse, Malta was bnefly
French snd subsequently a Brtsh possession.
Dmnumeﬂnlshpmndﬂmnmnmgrmm
mediterranean basin. Al iis height there were
15000 Maltese in Algeria, 11,000 in Tunisia,
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boats, Rmulu' crises in Moslem states meant
conssderable re-patriation. Contact with (dtoman
culture persisted throughout the centunes. Malta
was also a customs clearmg house and place of
guarantine in a centrally siteated commercial and
mulitanly active environment.

In the past fine wares hove been mporied rom

"' Wood, J. (20000 ‘A study of clay pipes in
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The occupstion of potter, reflected in the
mickname Tal-Fubhar, was given 1o residents of
Birkirkari
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The cclegenarian Salve Axiag, nterviewed in
1993, said that Carmel Sacco from Rabat (Gozo),
made hm pipe bowls at one tme.  Gozstan clay
may be grey m the row state, but the fred effect
of Sacoo’s pottery {Fig. 1) is not the grev-black
of Gozo 7 (Fig. 2) and s clone: Thercfone the
two G pipes would oot appear (o be made
from local clay. This clay which fires grev-blasck
15 predominant m both the Birgu and Gogo
collections.  In many respects Gozo 7 resembles
a “Tamaly” of nme pipes from the dockyerd creck,
Burgu, catalogue nos. VIR 1994 34, 38 (Fig. 3),
40, 42, 47, 90, 95, 108 (Fig. 4) and 135
Comerson features are the size, sacklike shape,
All the: artefacts are mould made. Marked picces
from Varms and Marseilles have been found m
the Maltese islands, but in & quite different ﬂll_'p'

opening  would point o omn earder model.
Possibly 17" century (a 17" century British pipe
wis found in association with the Borgu reed
pipesy. However slightly more flared shapes,
found in Groees, are dated 1o the 19%M.20*
century. They are also found in Fgypt and



