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Ringing Report for 2017-2018

Mark Gauci

The report covers the ringing activities of the BirdLife Malta Bird Ringing Scheme for the years
2017 and 2018. During the years under review the licensed ringers were: John Attard Montalto,
James Aquilina, Martin Austad, John J. Borg, Denis Cachia, Victor Cilia, Charles Coleiro, James
Crymble, Jean Paul Farrugia, Nicholas Galea, Raymond Galea, Charles Gauci, Mario V. Gauci,
Mark Gauci, John Grech, Emanuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion, Glenn Micallef, Tim Micallef,
Patrick Sammut, Alice Tribe and Adin Vella.

The ringing group lost one of its mentors and founders when Joe Sultana passed away in 2018
after having given up his ringing licence in 2017. The ringing group will always be indebted to

Joe’s work and dedication towards the setting up and the running of the ringing scheme.
Ringing Totals

In terms of ringing totals the figures of 14,440 birds ringed of 106 species for 2017 and 14,990
birds ringed of 111 species for 2018 respectively rank as the lowest recorded for the past five years.
Whilst the effort from the ringers remained constant the low figures recorded were the result of

poor migration and low numbers of wintering species.

Year Number of Birds Ringed Number of Species
2017 14459 106
2018 14990 111
Grand Total 1965- 2018 616,017 226 + 2 hybrids

In terms of new additions to the ringing list two Greater Flamingos in 2017 and a further five in
2018 were all ringed and released after a brief rehabilitation period. The same story applies for the
Ist Audouin’s Gull ringed in 2018. The final addition to the ringing list was a Bar-tailed Godwit

ringed at Ghadira Nature Reserve in 2018 where it stayed for over one month. The first Western
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Orphean Warbler ringed since this species was sub-divided was ringed in 2018. This would make
it the 6th local Orphean Warbler ringed. Additionally a number of scarce migrants or vagrants
were ringed, namely the 2nd Eurasian Blue Tit, the 3rd Moussier’s Redstart, the 8th, 9th and 10th
Melodious Warbler, the 9th Dusky Warbler, the 4th Blyth’s Reed-warbler, the 2nd Cattle Egret,
the 2nd European Roller and the 5th Eurasian Sparrowhawk. Worth noting were also a couple of
Rufous-tailed Scrub-robin, a Little Bunting, a Rustic Bunting and ten Lesser Whitethroat. Wader
species registered good totals for 2017 with all ringed at Ghadira and Simar Nature Reserves; 2018
was poorer since ringing waders at Ghadira was not possible due to number of Greater Flamingos
on site. Good totals for Common Swift and Pallid Swift were also recorded with most ringed at
their breeding site in Mosta. Most of the birds of prey recorded in the ringing list were all released

after having been rehabilitated.
Ringing Sites

The sites in use were Ghadira Nature Reserve and Simar Nature Reserve with these sites used as
constant effort sites. Wied I-Ahmar in Comino was used as usual for the spring and autumn
projects. Other sites used sparingly were Rabat, Buskett, Targa Gap (Mosta), Salina, Mtahleb and

Wied Ghollieqa Nature Reserve in San Gwann.

Several seabird colonies, including Filfla Island, were monitored as part of the obligations under

the Arcipelagu Garnija Life project.

RINGING RECOVERIES

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list
Arrangement of entry
Recoveries are arranged by species and within species usually by date of the recovery letter.

Ringing details are given on the first line and recovery data on the second.

Ring number

A ring in italics indicates that the ring has been returned and verified.
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Age code

1 pullus; young bird ringed in the nest. A number in brackets beside this age code indicates brood
size.

2 fully grown; year of hatching quite unknown.

3 definitely hatched during current calendar year.

3J as in 3, but bird still partly or totally in juvenile body plumage.

4 hatched before current calendar year - exact year unknown.

5 definitely hatched during last calendar year.

Sex
M male

F female.

Date of recovery
Where this is unknown the date of the reporting letter is given instead and is shown in brackets. A

00 in the date indicates that the exact day or month are unknown.

Manner of recovery

v caught or trapped, and released with ring (controlled)

+ shot or killed by man

x found dead or dying

xA found long dead

() caught or trapped alive and not released, or released but with ring removed
B breeding when recovered

C recovered at colony

R recovered in roost

S Sight record (Colour ring)

/?/ manner of recovery unknown.
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FOREIGN-RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IN MALTA

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus

E15734 1 04.08.2018  Stagno di Molentargius: 39°13°N; 09°08’E, Cagliari,
Sardegna, Italy

Black WJVV on white S 07.12.2018  Salina, I/o St Paul’s Bay — (sight record)

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
TRI11 3 05.10.2016  Zachodniopomoskie: 53.34’N; 15.00’E Stargard Szczecinski Os

Chopina, Poland
Yellow colour ring S 08.01.2017  Marsaxlokk: 35.84°N; 15.00’E Malta

K002558 1 08.06.2017  Cherkasi: 49.22°N; 32.12°E, Chervona Slobada, UKkraine
S 11.02.2018  Salina salt pans: 35.56’N; 14.25’E, limits of Naxxar, Malta
S 27.12.2018  Salina salt pans: 35.56’N; 14.25°E, limits of Naxxar, Malta

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
SH03993 1 15.06.2017  Szeged: 46.20°N; 20.04’E, Csongrad (HG43), Hungary
Colour HFM1 S 19.11.2017  Salina salt pans, limits of Naxxar

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
W132968 4F 05.05.2013 I Zannone, 40.58’N; 13.03’E, Ponza (Latina), Italy
\Y 06.10.2017  Buskett, Rabat

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
EA14850 3 28.08.2018  Vransko Lake, 43.56’N; 15.30’E, Pakostone (HRO5),
Croatia

\Y 14.09.2018  Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellieha
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Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
S771928 3 28.06.2016  Krepenice, 49.42°N; 14.20’E, Stredocesky kraj a Praha,
Czech Republic
% 02.10.2017  Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellieha

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
K677861 3 26.08.2016  Piliszanto 47.39°N; 18.53’E, Bodzas, Pest, Hungary
\% 29.04.2017  Mtahleb, 35.52°N; 14.21’E, limits of Rabat, Malta

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
R51278 4 21.09.2017  Krebsgarden, Agerso: 55.13’N; 11.11’E, Sjaelland,
Denmark
\% 11.11.2017  Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellicha
F200458 3 31.08.2018  Divice, 49.06’N; 14.18’E, Jihocesky kray (CZ10),
Czech Republic
v 26.10.2018  Simar Nature Reserve, St Paul’s Bay

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
ALB659 3 01.08.2016  Col de Bretolet 46.03°N; 06.47’E, Valais, Switzerland
\% 18.04.2017  Wied lI-Ahmar, Comino

Eurasian Penduline-tit Remiz pendulinus
K7K4607 3 09.08.2016  ZB Siemianowka: 52.90°N; 23.86’E , Nrweka, Podalskie,
Poland
\% 08.02.2017  Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellicha

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris
CA163450  SF 29.03.2017  Savica: 45.50°N; 16.00’E, Zagreb (HRO1), Croatia
% 18.11.2017  Benghajsa 35.48°N; 14.31’E, Birzebbuga, Malta
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Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus
XE99463 3M  16.09.2017
() 25.10.2017

Ventes Ragas 55.20°N; 21.11°E, Silutes r, Lithuania

Madliena 35.57°N; 14.19°E, Malta

MALTA-RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED ABROAD

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

278390 4 01.05.2017
v 10.09.2017
320398 4F 29.04.2017

v 14.04.2018

Bluethroat Cyanecula svecica
300606 3M  12.10.2015
20.10.2015
A% 14.04.2017

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
317014 4 17.09.2016
A% 20.07.2017

Simar Nature Reserve, St Paul’s Bay
Mas-Thibert-Marais du Vigueret-Pisci sud: 43.21°N;
04.45’E, Arles Bouches-du-Rhone, Provence Alpes
Cote d’Azur, France

Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellieha

Eilat ringing station: 29.34’N; 34.58’E, Israel

Simar Nature Reserve, St Paul’s Bay

Simar Nature Reserve, St Paul’s Bay

Smrzov: 49.04°N; 14.41°E, Jihocesky kray (CZ10),
Czech Republic

Buskett, Rabat
Rakutowo, 52.32°N; 19.13’E, Kujawsko-Pomorskie,
Poland

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

319264 3M  06.12.2016

A% 20.07.2017

Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellicha
Dranse, 53.12°N; 12.37°E, Ostpringnitz-Ruppin,
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Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
302841 S5F 20.04.2015  Wied I-Ahmar, Comino
\% 04.09.2017  Pulgoja: 58.06’N; 24.28’E, Parnumaa, Estonia

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

26P810 3 05.11.2016  Ghadira Nature Reserve, Mellieha
\% 09.07.2017  Chlum u Trebone, 48.59°N; 14.52’E, Jihocesky kray,
Czech Republic
35P835 3 01.11.2016  Simar Nature Reserve, St Paul’s Bay
v 26.03.2017  Stribrna Skalice 49.54’N; 14.49°E; Stredocesky kraj a Praha,
Czech Republic
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