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IL-MERIN smok-
ing his plpe at
Ggantija tem-

ples, Gozo

ANTOINE FAVRAY: Interior with Orientals (The Cathedral Museum, Mdina)

CHARLES F. BROCKDORFF:
A Maltese Pothouse

G ¢ T F YOULIKEIT, it must
be bad for you.” 50 the
saying goes. So many
vices are pleasurable and

a pipe smoker so often looks the pic-

ture of contentment. ‘Il-Merin’s'

pipe is a rather individual assembly
of wood, metal, string and bamboo.

This traditional form of bamboo or

reed-stemmed pipe (pipa lal-gasba)

goes back several centuries. The
style is very Mediterranean.

The 1obacco plant came (o Europe
through Spain but it was English
sailors who introduced tobacco
pipes into Ottoman Turkey around
the year 1600. English pipes were
made from a dense white clay with
the bow! and stem all in one piece.
Of course this pipeclay was nol
immediately available in (he
Mediterranean. A different style
evolved 10 suit local condilions.

At first tobacco was regarded as a
cure-all, a herba panacea. The prob-
lem with smoking was the fire risk
which caused horrific damage in
Turkish houses, such that smoking
was banned on pain of death. Of
course even this did not stop soldiers
smoking in the barrack lavatories.

Eventually and in recognition of
the growing Lrend, Muslim mullahs
were advocating smoking as an aid
lo wakefulness during prayers,
Ottoman ships’ captains permitted
waltchkeepers (o use the substance
for the same reason and govern-
ments were quick to realise that re-
venue could be earned by control-
ling tobacco sales.

By 1650 the smoking habit was
so widespread in Malta that Grand
Master Lascaris forbade smoking on
the Order's galleys. Current think-
ing was that tobacco would foul the

tobaceg pipes in
Malta g +d Gozo

arr and theye w| ¢ the ever-present
lire risk gn boar|| ship. However 25
rEﬂrﬁ Ia[ﬂ]’ |]‘|E4l:;1| lhﬂ-l hﬂd bE't'.'EI"I
imposed op Eﬁ'n‘;umﬂh[cs in the
form of , clkioms levy also
included 1oh &

In 1700 the ';.unf was grown in
Malla as an expsriment. Given ihe
dgncultural egp s1ions Lhe crop was
HEVET exiensiyg ypd tobacco had o
be importeg fr¢m America. Such
Was the demang for it that Agius de
Soldanis descripes @ kaxxetta or
S;EIDF.]- del tal acco (snufl box)
almost s g fge jion accessory for

women in |75 fined soctal
habit! S(HALE

i

he Frepgh artist Anloine
Fan.-rn!,_ {vho was made n

A knightin [751, was noted for
his fascinat onw th the exotic sights
of Malta and t)y{ Orient and visited
Constantingpje| y 1765. His paint-
INE M the Cgrhedral Museum,
Mdina, Inicripr|yith Orientals, de-
PICLS pipe smking and coffee
drinking at ap|/gJl-male musical
sOolrée, '

The structug¢| of these pipes is
typical of the *|| jsure* model. The
pipe 1s made ip | hree picces, bowl,
stem and mouthpjece. The mouth-
piece Which ac{ yally touched the
lips is in facy ¢ |spensable, but in
cities like Copjlantinople work-
shops were furigusly rying (o keep
up with the demz nd for mouthpieces
made from ming rals such as amber,
semi-precious sy ypes and coral. Spe-
cial orchards \ICre cultivated to
grow jasmine ayid cherry wood for
the long stem,

Without gojng to excessive
lengths, the rrle was “the longer the
stem Lhe cooler|he smoke™. In this
sort of society 1| je clay bowls were
somctimes inlai(| with gold or silver
wire or set with|precious gems and
the wealthy wg)id have slaves (o
fill, bear and sn:j;i:c their pipes.

A pipe of a {aetre and more in
length is hardly a practical propo-
sition, even ad{nirals had shorter
campaign mode s and of course the
lower down th: social scale the
smoker the mon) rustic the appara-
tus, right down to the hand-made
clay bowl| as a {otter’s sideline or
even a piece ol bamboo cul just
beneath a notch with a reed thrust
inlo it |

In 1778 Louii Abraham Ducros,
a Swiss landscape painter, visited
Gozo. Among I is watercolours are
two scenes of workmen enjoying a
rare moment «f relaxation. His
Group of young Gozitan folk
people dancirgghows a European
gentleman W appropriately
long-stemmed |pipe talking 1o a
bystander, buyjlo'cap that, in an-
other scene one f the young Gozi-
tan folk has an ¢!ren cooler smoke!

A quote from|the Archiepiscopal
Archives for 18/)] gives some idea
of how widespiead the use of to-
bacco was: “Sore ecclesiasts were
indulging in the not commendable
but increasingl]! popular habit of
smoking a pipe| Due to their siate
and dignity, they were prohibited (o
smoke in public, but were free to do
so in private.” W hat the eye doesn’t
see. .. |

By the early Ij !lh_::ﬂmm}: Maliese

merchants were pking advantage of
comparatively s able conditions in
the Mediterranfan. Malta was a

SCCUNC quarantineé pon and s peo-
graphrcally central position made it
an excellent trading centre. To eed
A nsing population grain was
imporied from the Black Sea.

Vamna, Bulgana, one of the ports of

call, had a busy pipe-making busi-
NESS, so 11 1s not surprising thal clay
bowls with stamps of the Varna
workshops have turned up in both
Malwa and Gozo.

The recent archacological exca-
vation of an old sewer under the
Baroque-style Auberge de Castille
unearthed a Vama-made pipe bowl.
The Auberge had been used (o quar-
ter both French and English regi-
ments in the capital between | 798
and 1540. During that time the sew-
ers were obviously used for all sorts
of rubbish. After [840 a new system
was crealed.

The Barbary ports offered open-
ings to Maltese traders who would
fill their sailing boats with Evropean
lexules, tobacco and wine lo
¢xchange for oil, dates and cereals.
Their boats, the speronaras, were
the forerunmers of the now obsolele
Gozo Boat, rzl-Laiini. As this trade
increased other opportunities, such
as wine shop proprictors, to-
bacconists and boalmen, opened up
in the North African perts and for
the two-shilling trip to Tripoli or
Tunis many destitute migrants be-
came relalively well off.

George Percy Badger illustrates a
Couniry Man off o market his
goais’ cheese, ghejniet. This was
published in 1838. His short-
stemmed pipe is well alight. There
is also an anonymous 19th century
walercolour on the same subject.

The Maltese artist Michele Bel-
lanti, a noted traveller, made a water-
colour now in the National Collec-
tion titled Interior with 7 Orienial
Figures. This shows an all-male
clientele in a relaxed coffee house
atmosphere. The house offers both
the Turkish chibouk and a choice of
narghile or waler pipe, a sysiem
much favoured in the East for the
coolest possible smoke, the tobacco
Irequently mixed with honey,

e¢llanti studied lithography in
Paris and used his newly

acquired skill 1o illusirate the
Ghar [lma to Rabatl aqueduct on
Gozo. “The New Aqueduct™ was
inaugurated in 1843. The [ithogra-
pher shows an amusing scene, one
man ploughing while two others
walch, one of whont appears o be
enjoying a lejsurely smoke.

A modern Gozilan farmer, also
ploughing, turned up a clay pipe
bowl marked with the manufac-
turers’ slamp ‘Bonnaud Marseille’,
A number of Gozitans made the

STONE CUT pipe
bowl and leather
tobacco pouch made
by Zeppl’ Grech, a
miller from Xaghra

migration to Marseille i the 19th
century, indeed a busy thorough-
fare in Sannat still bears the name
T'rig Marsilja. The Bonnaud fac-
lory was making tobacco pipes be-
tween (832 and 1955, A number of
other pipe bowls from the same
factory have turned up in Mala and
Gozo.

At work or at home a quiel smoke
was socially acceptable, especially
for men. A.W.C. McFall's Viflage
Folk shows just such a homely
scene.

In the 19th century there was cer-
tainly a taste for the English-style
pipe as can be seen in old photo-
graphs. In 1930 white clay pipes
were being imported i straw-fined
wooden crates. They were popular
with sailors and villagers alike who
could buy them at a penny each
from a shop on St John Street Sieps,
leading to Ta” Giezu church in Val-
letia. Children of that ¢ra remember
being given the breakages. They
would bridge the gap with a match-
stick and play at smoking.

Before the second world war a
few potiers — Carmel Sacco, for
example, working in Rabat, Gozo —
prepared his own clay from [Il-
Harrax. He was making a few
Otoman-style pipes as a sidetine for
local custom. However the ‘Turks’,
that is North Africans, were import-
ing chibouks in quantity. They were
made [rom red clay. A smoker

ENGLISH-STYLE PIPE and
(below) pipa tal-qasba, or chibouk

would have several in his colleciion,
linding his own reeds for the sicm.
Turks also brought in attractive
cream-coloured chibouks in sacks al
tuppence ha'penny along with the
sweel sedge root Irabb ghaziz or
Cyperus esculentus.

The recently restored windmil
at Xaghra, Gozo, was last
operated by miller ‘Zeppi’
Grech. Obviously an ingenious and
practical man, he had a collection of
unusual lobacco pipes for his per-
sonal use. These included an
imported French briar pipe in the
shape of a torpedo, La Torpille
déposé, a home-made (urned
wooden bowl with brass cap, and
several hand carved limestone glo-
bigerina imttations of the clay chi-
bouk, He also made his own leather
tobaceo pouch with a handy metal
spike 10 pick the pipe clean. In hard
tirmmes other substances such as carob
husk, bean and fig leaves were
mixed in to make the tobacco go
further.

The increasing popularilty of
cigareltes afler World War One
eveniually ended the production of
the clay tobacco pipe and 1o a great
exlent pipe smoking in general.

[t is a sobering thought that into
the millennium there will be no
more first-hand evidence for Lthis
fascinating prece ol popular cut-
lure.

GEORGE PERCY BADGER: Country
man {n Descrigtion of Malta and Gozo

MOULD-MADE pipe bowls in the Oftoman siyle
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LOUIS DUCROS: Group of young Gozitan folk people dancing

(from Thomas Frelfer’s Gozo, the Island of Joy, published by Colour image, Mgarr, Maita)
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ANOTHER Ducros watercolour showing a Gozilan young man enjoying i Jong-

stemmed pipe (reproduced on the cover of Freller's book}



