Collecting Self Adhesive
Registration Labels
by Hadrian Wood

recently appeared in some sections of the philatelic press, have induced

me to start a collection of locally used Self Adhesive Registration
Labels. This new type of label was introduced in Malta, and used for the first time
at the Gzira Post Office in 1984. It has since gradually replaced the normal
registration labels in almost all Post Offices on the Islands. I say “almost” as at
the time of writing, Wied-il-Ghajn and Fgura Sub Post Offices in Malta, and
Mgarr Branch Post Office in Gozo, are still using up old stocks of registration
labels.

“Buying” and “Selling” advertisements of registration labels, which have

To my surprise I discovered that keeping a collection up to date by trying to
obtain an example of every variety of label issued isno easy task. Having aregular
source of commercially used registered mail is an enormous help, but is unlikely
to solve all your problems. My supply of this type of material mainly originates
from Government Departments, the GPO and major BPOs, and seldom includes
covers from Sub Post Offices or from Post Offices in Gozo.

Noris it enough to visit a Post Office and post oneself a registered cover, in the
belief that you have secured the only label in use, as I found at my cost. One has
also to find out whether other labels, of another variation, are being used at that
same office. The GPO and one or two of the larger Branch Post Offices may, at
times, be using two, or perhaps even three, different labels concurrently.

Another problem I encountered is that, unlike stamps, no advance notice is
given whenever a fresh supply replaces an exhausted stock. The new labels
usually turn out to be of a different design to the ones used previously. In order
to keep abreast, one has to exchange notes with friends who have similar

interests, as well as “inspect” labels in use whenever the need arises to visita Post
Office.

Some collectors are reluctant to remove labels from their registered covers.
Thisis understandable. I experienced the same hesitation myselfat first, and still
do at times. I solved this problem by cutting out labels only from duplicate,
damaged or extra large covers, which I consider surplus to my collection of
registered mail. In this way I eased my conscience and satisfied my collecting
whim at the same time,
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VALLETTA

Valletta (Malta)
00175

Vallstta
Malta

007857

VALLETTA
(MALTA)

007942

0% DEC 86

25 FEB 88

17 APR 89

VALLETTA
MALTA

000564 |

£ S EF P FF

17 APR 89

SIS T FFFFFCES

BIRKIRKARA

B'kara, Malta
00199

B'Kara B.P.O.
Malta

006217 |

B'KARA MALTA

007161

06 MAR 85

04 MAR 88

20 AUG 90

BALZAN

16 SEP 94

BIRZEBBUGA

Balzan Malta

001507

BIRZEBBUGA
MALTA

006061

25 JAN 88>

22 0CT 92*
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LBRANCH FPPOS T QAT CES

cospPICUA
850 Mata 85D, MALTA
006260 000076
13 AUG 88 10 NOV 94
GZIRA
GZIRA MALTA ailfﬂ GZ!::ISB’.:.O.
000358 001023 008091
23 APR 81 08 OCT 86 29 SEP 94
HAMRUN
Hamrun Malta Hamrun B.P.O. }
Malta
I@ 009042 J06330
07 OCT 86 07 APR 89
LUQA
LUQA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LUQA

LUQA
B.P.O. MALTA

0039643

Internatienal Airpart
M-MMJX

009636

LUQA BPO MALTA

004523

08 MAR 91

16 FEB 89 23 APR 92+
MOSTA
Mosta Malta
MALTA
IIE 008369 001918

12 NOV 8§

24 APR 90
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HSIDA

l@ 000805|

MSiDA
8.9.0, (MALTA) |

004344

MSIDA
B.P.0. MALTA

002680

31 MAY 88

26 JAN 94

25 NOV 384

PAOLA
B.P.O. MALTA

AXXAR
002430 002589
20 NOV 91* 07 0CT 93
QORMI
Qormi B.P.O. R B.9.0. (MALTA) QoRm: B.F.0.
007969 | 006458 006071
~— MAY 88 28 AUG 94 12 DEC 94
RABAT
RABAT BPD MALTA | B.P‘g.A(BMAILTA)
001667 009836
02 APR 88 03 NOV 93 27 SEP 94
SAN GWANN ST. JULIAN'S ST. PAUL'S BAY
SAN GWANN
MALTA

8t. Julian's Matta
02930

I@ooéﬁzl

25 JuL g1+

05 NOV S1*

‘27 SEP 88*
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SLIEMA

I@odb’sﬂ}

22 APR 88

VALLETTA

06 NOV 92

VALLETTA
B.P.C. (MALTA)

030515

VALLETTA
B.P.0. MALTA

001665

29 MAY 93

17 SEP 93

ZABBAR ZEBBUG ZEJTUN
009115 008220
20 OCT 90 05 AUG 87 13 OCT 88
ZURRIEQ

ZURRIEQ
B.P.0. (MALTA)

005175]

02 FEB 94
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ATTARD

TTARD S.P.0. MALTA

000604

N Attard S.P.0.
Malta

—" 004095

29 HAY 89* 03 WOV 982

BIRZEBBUGIA

BUGIBBA

DINGLI

BIRZEBBUGIA
S.P.0. (MALTA)

006302

liEOOWM

HE3000337

23 HAY 90 04 JAN 88 13 FEB 89*
EHAXAQ IKLIN KALKARA
2B (A IKLIN S.P.0. KALKARA S.P.0.

000953

(MALTA)

000592

(MALTA)

000037]

28 AUG 90*

HARSAXLOKK

16 0CT °91~*

HELLIEHA

21 JuL 84~

HGARR

MELLIEHA
S.P.0. MALTA

005545

MGARR
S.P.0. MALTA

009589

01 APR 93%

11 APR 94

07 SEP 8%*
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REGIXSTRATION LABELS

S FPOS T OO ES

QRENDIX SAN GWANN SANTA LUCIA
GRENDI -
8.P.0. MALTA SO NAT SP0 WALTA
05000 008962} 000264 |§
11 DEC 89* 01 APR 91 18 OCT S0*
SANTA VENERA ST. JULIAN'S SIGGIEWX
SANTA VENERA ST. JULIAN'S | SIGGIEW]
$.P.0. MALTA $P.0. (MALTA) $.P.0. MALTA
001728 002630 02823
24 MAR 88* 30 JuUL 90 16 AUG 89*
SLIEMA TARXIEN TA' XBIEX

SLIEMA
8.P.0. MALTA

005170

”Ez 008334

TA'XBIEX
S.P.0. (MALTA)

004711

14 APR 94

22 JAN B7*

18 FEB 92~
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SELF ADHESIWVE
REGISTRATION LABELS

EBRANCEN POAST QFFITCES

VICTORIA

VICTORIA
VIcmTLAT AEOZO VIC‘(T'SIARII-{\T AG)OZO GOOS, ](-M7A,_6Ai
008855 | 00
08 JAN 87 13 JuL 90 20 0CT 93
GHAINSIELM GHARB NADUR
{ RECOMMANDE)

GMARB QOZ0 /MALTA)

007637

GHAJNSIELEM GOZO)

NADUR
GOZO (MALTA)

003886

006357

19 SEP 89™ 18 MAY 91* 13 0CT 88™*

XGHARA

XAGHRA GOZO
{MALTA)

007070

13 OCT 88~
S POS T OoFrFFrFrITIoCrEs

QALA XEWKIJA XLENDI

(RECOMMANDE)

XLENDL 8.P.O.
GOZO (MALTA)

000081

Xewkija S.P.0.

006169 |

QALA
$.P.0. GOZO

008854

27 NOV 89~ 15 FEB 88* 10 JUN 92>

* SIGNIFIES USE ON FIRST DAY OF OPENING OF POST OFFICE.

NOTE: OTHER DATES GIVEN ARE THE EARLIEST DATES OF USE KNOWN TO ME.

SOME LABELS MAY HAVE BEEN IN USE MWUCH EARLIER.

Grateful acknowledgement is given to the following:

MSC Study Paper on Registered Mall by Arthur Moyles.

Comments by 6.7. Davies in MSC Newsletter of Spring 1994.

Mr. Anthony Fenech, Mr. Carmel Bonnici and Mr. Michael Zammit.
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