
Gozo and its Culture 

The Authors of the Seminar Papers 
Mr Anton F. Attard was born in Rabat, Gozo in 1943. He received his education 
at Victoria Primary School, the Lyceum, Gozo and St Michael's Training College, 
St Julians, where after a two year course (1963-65) he obtained the Teacher's 
Certificate. He also studied at the University of Malta (1968-73) where he 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts. Mr Attard served as a teacher in Government 
schools, as Administrative Officer in Government General Service and as a full
time Secretary in the General Service Section of the General Workers' Union. He 
is at present Director of the Customer Services Department within the Ministry 
for Gozo. He is the author of several publications on Gozitan folklore. As a 
folklorist Mr Attard gathered a vast amount of information directly from the 
people of Gozo and translated into Maltese many folk tales of foreign countries 
which he also published in the local press. 

Professor Joseph Aquilina is Emeritus Professor at the University of Malta. 
He was born in Munxar, Gozo in 1911. He studied at the Seminary of Gozo, at the 
University of Malta and at the School of Oriental and African Studies at the 
University of London. He was the first Professor of Maltese and Oriental 
Languages at the University of Malta (1937-76) and acted as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts between 1948 and 1966 and between 1972 and 1975. He was Pro
Rector of the University of Malta between 1970 and 197 4. In October 1963, he was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. He was 
President of the Society of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce between 1972 and 
1982. He is the author of a large number of publications of a scientific and literary 
nature including a comparative dictionary ofMaltese proverbs and an etymological 
Maltese-English dictionary. His work has had a major impact on the Maltese 
literary scene. 

Rev. Dr Joseph Bezzina was born in Rabat, Gozo. He had his higher education, 
at the University of Malta and at the Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome. He 
was ordained priest in Rome by Pope Paul VI in 1975. He holds three history 
degrees, including a first class Honours doctorate in Church History, and has also 
won the Pope's Award, the University's highest honour, after being placed first 
in the 1982 finals. He also specialized in Archivology and Library Science. He is 
Head of the Department of Church History, Patrology and Christian Archeology 
in the Faculty ofTheology of the University of Malta, as well as lecturer in Church 
History and allied subjects in the same Faculty, in the Faculty of Arts and at the 
Sacred Heart Seminary in Gozo. He is also the keeper of the Bishop's Archives, 
Gozo, and of the Gozo Section of the National Archives and acts as advisor on 
archives to the Government of Malta. He is the author of over twenty books in 
English, Maltese, German and French, and of several papers in Scientific 
journals. 
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Professor Anthony Bonanno studied and graduated at the Universities of 
Malta and Palermo and at the Institute of Archaeology, London University. He 
has taught Archaeology and Classics at the University of Malta since 1971. He 
is now Professor of Archaeology and Head of Department of Classics and 
Archaeology at the same University. Between 1990 and 1992 he was also Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts and between 1987 and 1992 he served on the Council of the 
University of Malta. He has convened two international conferences. He has 
authored a large number of scientific papers and various publications on Roman 
Art and Maltese Archaeology. 

Professor Lino Briguglio directs the Gozo Centre of the University of Malta 
and the Islands and Small States Institute at the Foundation for International 
Studies. He lectures at the University of Malta and acts as consultant on island 
affairs to international organisations. He studied at the University of Malta, the 
University of Oxford and the University of Exeter, U.K. where he obtained a 
doctorate in Economics. He has published a large number of scientific papers and 
authored several books on topics related to Economics and Island Affairs. 

Dr Mario Buhagiar holds a B.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. from the University of 
London. His fields of specialization are Western Art History and Appreciation 
and Paleochristian and Byzantine Antiquities. He is a senior lecturer in the 
Faculty of Architecture and Civil Engineering at the University of Malta where 
he also coordinates the B.A. and M.A. courses in Art at the Faculty of Arts . He 
is a consultant to the Planning Authority on historic buildings and sits on the 
Development Control Commission. He has authored many academic publications 
including three books on Maltese artistic and historical and archeological 
heritage. 

His Lordship Mgr Nicholas Joseph Cauchi, Bishop of Gozo, was born at 
Gharb, Gozo in 1929. He studied at the Sacred Heart Seminary, Gozo and was 
ordained priest in 1952. He proceeded to the Pontifical Gregorian University, 
Rome, where he graduated Doctor of Philosophy and obtained a Licentiate in 
Social Sciences in 1956. He performed pastoral work at Ladispoli Parish, Rome. 
In 1956 he was appointed Lecturer at the Seminary and Parish Priest at Fontana, 
(1956-63). In 1967 he was appointed Titular Bishop and Apostolic Administrator 
for Gozo. He was consecrated Bishop in April 1967 and nominated Bishop of Gozo 
in July 1972. His solemn entry into the Cathedral took place on September 10, 
1972. 

Professor Stanley Fiorini is Head of the Department of Mathematics at the 
University of Malta. His main interest in Maltese History is the late medieval 
period on which he has written a number of papers and three books. He is the 
former president of the Malta Historical Society and editor of a number of 
publications of the same society. 
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Rev. Professor Peter Serracino Inglott, Rector of the University of Malta, 
was educated in Malta, Paris and Oxford. At Oxford he was Rhodes Scholar and 
was awarded the Chancellor's Prize for English Prose. He is a visiting lecturer at 
the University of Paris II (Sorbonne-Pantheon); a member of the Planning 
Council of the International Ocean Institute and sits on the editorial board of 
several international journals. He is also chairman of the Malta Council for 
Science and Technology. Professor Serracino Inglott is the author of several 
books and numerous articles on Maltese art and culture 

Dr Horatio Caesar Roger Vella is a Senior Lecturer in Latin and Greek at the 
University of Malta (1989-), formerly also at the University of Zimbabwe (1979-
89) and at the University of Malawi (1984), where he was also external examiner 
(1985-86). He studied at the Archbishop's Seminary in Floriana (1964-69), 
Thornleigh Salesian College in Bolton, U.K. (1969-71), St Thomas Aquinas 
College at Rabat ( 197 4-7 5 ). He graduated at the University of Malta in 1976, 1977 
and 1979. He did post-doctoral studies at the University ofThessaloniki (1980-
81 ). He is the author of several books on classical literature and of several articles 
and papers whose subject-matters vary from Prosody, Novel, Religion, Mythology, 
Archaeology, Chronology, History, and Melitensia. He is active in Catholic 
pastoral work at the Parish of Kirkop, of which Council he is the Chairman and 
representative of the fifth district at the Diocesan Pastoral Council. Dr Vella was 
the first Mayor of the Village of Kirkop. · 
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