DEFACING MALTA POSTAL PILLAR BOX,

AND HOW THEY WERE SAVED
Dr A. Bonnici

Fig.1 Workers obliterating heraldic symbol Courtesy of Mr Anthony Camilleri



Way back in March 1974, I received a phone call from our late colleague Mr
Tony Fenech, who told me that he had just been informed, that Government workers
were sanding off, postal inscriptions on the red Postal Pillar boxes in Valletta, Fig
1,2,3, and that instructions had been given to sand off all British Period postal
inscriptions on all Postal boxes including the Queen Victoria ones, and others, which
were installed in the wall next to Police Stations in the villages. Fig. 4., Fig.5, Fig 6.

At that time [ was a Member of Parliament (1962-1978), and immediately rang up
The Hon Minister, Mr Wistin Abela, and told him that what the Labour Government
of the day was doing was a repetition, of what Napoleon in 1798 had done,when he
ordered to destroy all heraldic symbols on buildings belonging to the Oder of St John,
which he had just expelled from Malta, and repeated by Governor Maitland in 1818,
on the instructions of the Colonial Office to destroy the remaining Order's heraldic
symbols, that were not destroyed by the French, history condeming both events later.

- .

Fig.2 E.ILR (Elisabeth IT Regina) Fig.3 Pillar box with obliteration
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Fig.4 V.R. (Victoria Regina)

Fred he told me, I fully understand,
but the "Order to sand off inscriptions"
came from upstairs, meaning the Prime
Minister - The Hon Dom Mintoff. [ am
not promising you anything, but I will
see what I can do. I knew that he had
a big job on his hands, and very much
doubted whether he was indeed brave
enough to confront Mintoff on this issue,
and stop the decision.

Half an hour later, he rang me up, and
joyfully told me, that he had spoken with
Mintoff, and after some initial difficulty,
(knowing Mr Mintoff well, I can imagine

s Fig.5 V.R. wall letterbox at Attard Police Statio

Fig.6 G.R. (George Rex)

what the initial difficulty was), managed to finally convince The Prime Minister,
who had given orders to stop eradicating the postal symbols on all postal pillars &

boxes with immediate effect.

In the meantime the ones in Republic Str had been rubbed off, but the rest all

over Malta and Gozo were saved.
Thank you Wistin.

24



King Edward VII
(1901-1910)
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