"NISA ZGHAR
L UTTLEWOMEN) )

Dramm ta' PETER CLAPHAM, addattat min-novella

ta' LOUISA M.ALCOTT |
Maglub ghal malti minn RINA CAMILLER]I
Direzzjoni ta' Joe Camilleri

KARATTRI

Mr. March.............

Dramm fi tlett atti li jsehh fis-salott tad-dar tal-familja March, barra I-
belt ta Concord fil-Massachusetts, New England fl-1860, matul il-
gwerra civili.

L]

ATTURI SALESJANI SLIEMA
Dalesian Theagtre.
m,ﬁ_ﬁ,'fﬁﬁ&hQ‘f

- Seriph N@.‘S: 38T




L-Ewwel Att




NISsA z2zGHAR
===

DRAMM TA' PETER CTAPHAM, ANDATTAT min-Novella ta' LOUISA M. ALCOTT
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AMY MARCH  — b
BETTT MARCH -  Z)rosboe |
JO MARCH — oy edsno |
MEG MARCH ' !
HAMNAH

MRS. MARCH (MARMEE)

AINT MARCH

JOTT BROOKE
MR TAURENCE

MR MARCII

I-azzjoni tal-Play issehh fis-salott tad-dar

' Concord

tal-familja March, barra 1-Balt ta
£il1-Massachusetts, New England £1-1860, matul

il-Cwerra Civili ta' 1-Amerka.

Ftit jiem gobel il-
Milied - tard fil-ghaxija.

I-Ewwel Alt - Xena 1

Yena 2 - - Lejliet 1-Ewwel tas-sena -
Fil-phaxija.
XEWA 3 - T-ghada wara nofs in-nhar.

It-Tieni Ztt Xena 1 - Is-sajlf ta' wara - tard

wara nofs in-nhar.

Xena 2 - L-pghada - fl-istess hin.



It-Tielet Attt Xena 1 ~ HNovembru ta' l-istess sena -
I1-Hadd fil-ghodu

Xena 2?2 ~ Ghaxar tijiem wara - tard

fil-ghaxija.

Yenn 3 - T1-Milied fil-ghodu -

Ghal habta ta' nofs in-nhar.

I1-Play tiftah rtit pgranet qabel i1-Milied u s-salott
huwa mzejjen bil-'holly' u hxejjex ghal okkazjoni. Fit-tieqa

hemm Christmas Tree mzejjna biz-zigarelli, tinsel u tizjin iehor.

Il-purtiera tiftah fid-dlam u d-dwal jinxteghlu bil-mod fug

l-erba' zhwa March.

Meg, l-akbar wahda, gustuza u dhulija, taf 1i hi aktar matura
minn hutha, turi dan fi hwejjigha u l-apparenza taghha. Din
tkun bil-qieghda fejn in-nar, tinnitja kalzetta blu skura ta'
ragel.

Jo, it-'tomboy' tal-familja, sena biss izghar, 1Ii tidher 1i
ged tikber biex issir mara, u ma tantx hi ferhana, tinsab
mitfugha fug tapit, tqalleb il-pagni ta' ktieb. M'hijiex,
1-isbah wahda tal-familja, u l-manjieri taghha u kif tiecaglagqg
ma tantx juru 1i hi xi tfajla. L-isbah haga 1i ghandha huy
dak ix=xahar ohxon, twil iswed, 1i bhalissa jinsab migbur
f'net fuq il-kozz t'ghongha, biex ma jtellifiex .

Beth, L-aktar wahda gentili u misthija mill-erba',tinsab
bil-wieqfa, bil-pacenzja kollha zzomm kaxxa bit-tizjin, minn
fejn Amy, l-icken wahda u 1l-iktar wahda helwa, almenu hekk
tahseb hi, u l-iktar wahda importanti, qed tpoggi l-ahhar
tizjin u rtokki fug il-Christman Tree.

Amy, tpoggi l-ahhar stilla tal-ridda f'postha u tammira
xogholha b'sodisfazzjon kbir.




FURNITURE AND PROPERTY LIST

Directors will, of course, adapt to their own particular requirements and stage
limitations. Essential items of furniture are marked with an asterisk; other items were
purely decorative to dress the stage and help create a sense of period. These may be
included or discarded at the director’s discretion.

On stage:

Off stage:

Personal:

ACTI1
SCENE |

Low, upholstered sewing-chair pr*

Uphoistered wing-chair or armchair (Marmee's) above fireplace*

To r of it: small round table.* On ir: chenille cloth, oil-lamp, framed
pictures, book (Marmee’s)

Portrait of George Washington over fireplace

Mantelpiece. On it drape, clock, ornaments, handbell, picture of Mr
March

In front of fire: brass fender, fire irons, coal scuttle, bellows, hearth-rug,
toasting-fork, kettle-holder

Upstage archway: drapes .

Hallway beyond arch: hall-stand, occasional chair

Upstage: cabinet-bookcase.* In ir: decanter of wine, wine glases, drawing-
pad and materials (Amy’s)

Footstool

Windows up L. lace curtains, draped, heavy curtains

In front of window: round table.* On ir: chenille cloth, small, decorated
Christmas tree in a pot

Stage C: sofa.® Above ir: round table.® On it: chenille cloth, workbasket
with dark blue knitted sock on needies (Jo's). Under ir: two, small,
dining-chairs*

Marmee's slippers (Amy)

Tray. On it: teacup and saucer, milk-jug, sugar basin, plate of bread for
toasting (Hannah)

Invitation in an envelope (Hannah)

Teapot with hot tea (Hannah)

Letter in an envelope (Marmee)

Basket of food covered with a white cloth (Jo)

Five small packages wrapped in white tissue-paper and tied with coloured
ribbons (Jo)

Two bottles of wine wrapped in white tissue-paper, a bunch of hothouse
flowers wrapped the same (Laurie)

Meg: dark blue, knitted sock on needles
Jo: book. hair net
Beth: box from which the Christmas decorations have been taken

" Amy: small silver star for the top of the Christmas tree




Off stage:

Persanal:

Strike:
Ser:

Ofi-stage:

Personal:

Strike:
Set:

Off siage:

Personal:

Set:

Off-stage:

Lace handkerchief (Amy)

Curling-tongs (Amy)

Cloak, gloves, evening bag containing bon-bons wrapped in a handker-
chief

Small woollen shawl, book (Marmee)

Small tray. On it: bandage, lint, towel. bottle of linament etc. (Marmee)

Meg: curiing papers in hair, new ribbon, pearl brooch. new slippers
Jo: scorch-marked dress i
Amy: curling papers, peg on nose

SCENE 3 5
Tray with bandages etc

Large tray with four cups and saucers. a silver teapot, milk-jug, sugar
basin. fruit cake, plate of cookies and other confectionery

Small posy of flowers (Brooke) 3
Lady’s white glove (Brooke) 1

Marmee: silk shawl

ACT II

TR

SCExE |

Tea tray. Christmas tree and decorations

Furnishings as for Act 1. but rearranged for warmer weather. Christmas
tree replaced with a potted plant

Piano pL. On ir: sheet music. letter in an envelope

Ink-well, pen and paper in bookcase upstage (Jo)

Newspaper. shawl, new bonnet (Jo)

Narmee: sewing
SCENE 2

Playing cards for Amy and Beth
Pen, paper and envelopes. Ink-well in cupboard (Jo)

Bowl of roses (Meg)

Bonnet. shawl, gloves (Jo)

Telegram in an envelope (Jo)

Two bottles of wine—unwrapped (Amy)
Trunk (Hannah and Laurie) :
Small portmanteau. overcoat and hat (Brooke) i
Small tray. On ir: teapot. milk-jug, sugar basin. cup and saucer (Meg)



Strike:
Set:

Off stage:

Personal:

Set:

Personal:

Set:

Off stage:

Personal:

p'a-n.-.u ‘Bet h) > g - - _— ”
Parcel of medical supplies wrapped in brown paper and stris
Roll of dollar bills (Jo)
Lock of hair wrapped in a handkerchief (Jo)

ACT III
SCENE |

Tea tray

Furnishings as for Act |
Meg's cloak and bonnet on hallstand
Telegram by the clock on the manteipiece
Decanter of wine and giasses in the bookcase (Laurie)
Drawing pad containing Amy’s will.
Drawing materials in cupboard (Amy)
Inkstand, pen and paper on the table c (Jo)

Small portmanteau, Amy’s bonnet, cloak and gloves (Jo)
Meg: duster, apron
Amy: apron

SCENE 2

As for Scene 1. Return Amy's drawing materials to the bookcase

Meg: cloak and bonnet
ScENE 3

Small decorated Christmas tree in a pot on the table in front of the
window

Evergreens and winter flowers to decorate the room

Small scroll on the table ¢ (Jo)

Tray. On it: eight glasses and two glasscloths (Hannah)
Travelling rug (Beth)

Two glasses (Amy)

Tray. On it: large bowl of fruit punch (Hannah)

Brooke: long cloak, muffler, gloves, hat
Mr March: long cloak, muffier
Laurie: Nosegay-buttonhole




LIGHTING PLOT

This is a basic lighting plot which can be enlarged and embellished to suit individual
productions. Please see Production Notes

Property fittings required: fire effect, lamps in hall, by Marmee's chair and on the ¢
table. Elsewhere as needed

All scenes should open and close with slow fades from or to a Black-out
ACTI

To open.: Black-out

Cue | After the Curtain rises (Page 1)
Lights fade up on the March sisters

Cue?  Marmee and Hannah laugh quietly together as they exit (Page 14)
Lights fade slowly to Black-out

Cue3  As Scene 2 opens (Page 14)
Lights fade up on Beth and Meg

Cue 4  Marmee moves to the fire (Page 18)

Lights fade 1o Black-out for a few momenis, then come up on
Marmee in her chair by the fire

Cue 5 Jo: “Christopher Columbus!™ (Page 23)
Lights fade to Black-out
Cue 6 As Scene 3 opens (Page 23)

Lights fade up on a warm sunshine effect through the window on
Marmee and Mr Laurence

Cue 7 Brooke looks at the evening glove (Page 27)
Lights fade siowly 1o Black-our

ACTII

To open: Black-out

Cue 8  After Curtain rises (Page 28)
Lights fade up Marmee, Hannah, Amy and Beth. Summer
sunshine

Cue 9 Amy moves towards the stairs (Page 35)
Lights fade slowly to Black-out

Cue 10 As Scene 2 opens (Page 35)

Lights up on Beth and Amy

Cue 11 Mr Laurence comforts Marmee (Page 40)
Lights fade to Black-out for a few momenis. then come up on
Laurie and Hannah

i




ACT III

To open: Lights fade up on Meg and Jo

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

13

14

15

16

Amy exits forlornly
Lights fade to Black-out -

As Scene 2 opens

Lights fade up to lamp light shining in hail
Jo turns up lamp ¢

Bring up covering lights

Laurie draws the curtains aside

Snow effect on the window

Laurie: **She’s home again!”
Lights fade to Black-out

As Scene 3 opens
Winter sunshine streams through the window

As the music gains strength
Lights fade slowly 10 Black-out

(Page 55)
(Page 55)

(Page

w
w
=

(Page 59)

(Page 59)

(Page 59)

(Page 73)

o i



Cue 1

Cue 2

Cue 3

Cue 4

Cue

wn

Cue 6

Cue 7

Cue 8

Cue 9

Cue 10

EFEECTS PEOT
ACT I

Meg: “You're a dear and nothing else.”
Clock strikes six

Marmee: . .. in case Aunt March wishes to speak to you.”

Door bell rings loudly and autocratically

Marmee begins to move towards the kitchen
Door bell rings

As the Lights come up on Marmee in her chair by the fire
Clock strikes ten

As Marmee continues reading
Carriage approachs and then stops

Marmee and Mr Laurence pass out of sight
Cloek chimes the half-hour

ACT II

Mr Laurence: *. .. and even approves—with reservations.”

Door bell rings

Laurie: . .. I'll go down the road and see if she’s coming.”

Door beil rings
ACT 11

As Hannah and Beth move to the stairs
Door bell rings

Marmee: "Jo and [ will do the glasses™
Door bell rings

MADE AND PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY
LATIMER TREND & COMPANY LTD PLYMOUTH

MADE IN ENGLAND

(Page 3)
(Page 9)
(Page 12)
(Page 18)
{Page 18)

Page 23}

(Page 27

(Page 40)

tPage 30)

tPage 60)
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L - EWWEL ATT

XENA® 1

Hemm hi, lesta.

Veru sabiha, Amy, Issa 'l koll lesti ghal Milied!

(Bil-buli) Milied mhux Milied minghajr rigali.

U aktar aghar, Missierna qieghed il—boghod ghal
gwerra u mhux sa jkun Jista jigi d-dar. |
(Bil-mod) ~ Dig-sena m'ghandniex flus x'nonfqu fir-
rigali Jo, imma ghall-ingas ghandna 1 xulxin u
1i11-Ommna tiehu hsiebna.

U 1l-ghaziza xwejha Hannah.

Ghandna hafna ghax nirringrazzjaw 'l Alla.

(waqt 1i ddawwar pagna) Uffal

(Amy tnehhi l-kaxxa tat-tizjin min-nofs)

Marmeefghid 1i din ser tkun xitwa iebsa ghal kullhadd,

u tahseb 1i m'ghandniex nonfqu flus ghal gost, meta
1-irgiel taghns fl-armata ged isofru tant. Hi tghid

11 dan huwa mod kif ahna phandna naghmlu f'tit sagrificcju,
u 1i ghandna naghmluh bil-galb ... (tieqaf ftit
imnikkta)... Wisg nibza 1i jien m'inix lesta 1i naghmlu.

Ma nistax nifhem kif il-ftit 1i nistghu nonfqu ahna
ser jaghmel xi gides (Tqum).

Harsu ftit, Ahna ghandna dollaru kull wiehed, u
1-Armata M'hix ser tkun meghjuna jekk intuWulha.
Jien nagbel 1i m'ghandi nistenna xejn minn ghand
Marmee jew minm ghandkom, imma hemm ktieb 11 ili

biex nixtrieh ghomor.

Uh! int u l-kotba gedma tieghek! Oatt ma tahseb f'xejn
aktar. Jien kont ser nixtri ftit lapsijiet ghat -~
tpingija bid-dollaru tieghi. Veru ghandi bzonnhom. |

(Misthija 11 qed tammetti) U jien xtaqt nonfoq tieghi

! fug ftit musika phal pjanu.

Pawsa.




U,

;@Mhix certa) Insomma, ma nahsibx 1i 1-Mummy tkun
tridna nhassru kollox.

:;(Decisa) Ejja 'L koll nixtru dak 1i nixtiequ u niehdu
_” gost. Jien certa 1i ahna nahdmu iebes bizzejjed biex
" naqilghawhon.

Jien naf 1i jien hekk naghmel - Nghallem dawk l-imgarbin
tfal ta' Mrs, King il-gurnata kollhal

Li tkun governanti mhix dngshekk iebsa daqs 1i tkun
magfula ghal sighat shah, 11 ma jispiccaw qatt, biex
inzomm kumpanija 1i%-Zija March! Ghadu gatt ma kien
hemm ghaggieba, xiha u ksir ir-ras dagsha.

Jien ma nafx kif tissaportiha, Jo,. Lili tbezzaghni
ghal mewt. Jien ferhana 1i nogghod nghin fid-dar,.

Kieku tafu kif issuqni, u gatt m'hi kuntenta. Imbaghad
kulljum irrid nogghod nagralha - u xi tkun tridni
nagralha? dejjem l-istess - dawk il-kitbiet tedjanti
ta' Mr. Belsham. Meta niftakar f'dawk il-kotba sbieh,

u 1i naf 1i z-Zija Marsh tista' tixtri b'dawk il-flus
kollha 1i ghandha. Imma le, Ahna nadraw, nagraw u
nergghu nagraw dik l-antikalja ta' ktieb ta Mr. Belsham.

Veru 1i huwa hagzin 1i tgerger, imma nahseb 1i tahsel
il-platti u zzomm 1l-alfarijiet nodfa u f'posthom
fid-dar, hawnhekk, huwa l-aghar xoghol tad-dinja.
Idejja jsiruli tant iebsin 1i ma nkunx nista nistudja

l1-pjanu sew,

Ma nahsibx 1i hawn xi hadd minnkom 1i jsofri dagsi,
1i jkollu jmur l-iskola, Huwa ferm degradanti 1i
jkollok tithallat ma tfal impertinenti 1i jidhqu bik
minhabba 1i hwejjgek mhux godda u jinsultawk meta
mniehrek mhux sabih u jghajjruk B'missierekrghax
mhux sinjur.

(JO tagbad issaffar)

Jien ma nsaffarx. Is-subien isaffru.



- Ghalhekk insaffar,
' Lit-tfajliet psatas ma nahmilhomx.
' U jien nobghod it-tfal imfissdin.

! Jol, Amy!, Toaghodux tagbdu f'xulxin!, Josephine,

~ int imissek kbira bizzejjed biex ma taghmilx

- buzullotti bhas-subien u ggib ruhek ahjar. Meta

kont tifla zghirama kienx jimporta, imma issa kbirt,

u tella' xaghrek, imissek tiftakar ‘1i issa int tfajla.

M'inix! U jekk meta ntella' xaghri nsir tfajla,

mela nagsmu fi tnejn sakemm ikolli tletin.

(Tnehhi n-net u tholl xaghrha)

Veru nobghod 1i jkolli nikber u nsir 'Miss March'.,
Bizzejjed dwejjaqg 1i tkun tifla. (Tigbor in-Knitting

minn 'workbasket' fuq il-mejda). Ma niflahx nissaporti

1i M'inix tifel; U issa aghar, mejta biex immur ghal gwerra,
- niggieled ma Missieri, imma nista biss nogghod id-dar
ninmitja bhal xi mara xiha! (Tintefa fug siggu u

terga tibda tinnitja) f |

(Tmur lejn Jo) Miskina Jo! xi dnub, imma m'hemmx
x'taghmel, allangas tista tikkuntenta ruhek bi11li
taghmel ismek bhal ta' tifel, u tilghabha ta' huns,
maghna 1-bniet,

lInt ukoll Amy, int ghal kollox partikulari u trid
“ﬁoilox mill-ahjar. Ghandek wisq arja u jekk ma taghtix
kas ghad tikber u ssir kjisek pagun, Huwa tajjeb 1i
jkollok manjeri sbieh u raffinati u titghallem titkellem
izda kliemek kull tant inigges u hazin dags kemm
tghawweg Jo.

(Tipprova tirranga s-sitwazzjoni) Jekk Jo hija tomboy
u Amy pagun, mela jien x'jien?

Int ghaziza u xejn aktar.

(L-arlogg fuq ic-Cumnija jibda jdoga is-Sitta)

Is-Sittal Il-Mumny dalwaqt tkun hawn u m'hawn xejn
lest ghaliha - X'gatta egoisti ahnal Haffu, ejja
npoggu kollox f'postu u nlestukollox ghal meta tigi.

(Hawnhekk ikun hawn ftit konfuzjoni helwa, sakemm



il—bniet Jjisbarazzaw il-kamra sakemm tigi ommhom.
Jo tirranga s-siggu 1i fuqu tkun bil-qieghda Meg.
;Meg tigbor in-knitting. Beth tfittex cushion ohra.)
Amy tfittex il-papocc t'ommha u tishdu fejn in-nar
biex jishon.

Dal-papoce ta' Marmee kwazi spiceca ghal kollox.
Tassew ghandha bzonn ta' par gdid.

- PAWSA - L-erba kuxjenzi tniggzu.

- Nahseb Jjien ser nixtrilha wiehed ghal Milied bid=
~ dollaru 1i ghandi.
e, nixbkrieh jien.

Jdien l-ikbar, allura nahseb liecesceces

Jien huwa r-ragel tal-familja issa 1i Missierna mhux
hawn, u jien ser nipprovdi l-papocc, ghaliex hu qalli
biex niehu hsieb ta' Ommna sew, waqt 1i hu ma jkunx hawn.

Jien nghidilkom x'naghmlu! Ejja kull wahda minnha
jixtrilha xilmaga ghal Milied u ma nixtru xejn ghalina.
Ahna ma jixirqgiblna xejn dejjem hawn ingergru filwagt

1i Marmee tahdem biss il~gurnata kollha biex tghin
lis«suldati,

Beth ghandha ragun - imissna nisthu, Jdien nahseb 1i
ghandi ntiegha par ingwanti, kull m'ghandha zewg pari
u t-tnejn imraqgghin.

ILehinhom jinstema' joghla wagt 1i kitkellmu kollha
flimkien.

Jien se ntiegha flixkun fwieha.
Jien rajt kaxxa mkatar il-Belt 1i zgur sings rigal sabih.

U jién nixtri 1-isbah papocc 1i wiehed jista jkollu.

(Fannah tighol mill-intrata b'Gabarre' mimli b'affarijiet
tat-te'. Hannah hija mara avvanzata 1i ilha mal-familja
mindu twieldet Meg u dawn kollha jnisuhs aktar bhala
habiba milli seftura. Hija thobb u tindokra 'l din
il-familja qisha taghha)

(Wagt 1i tpoggi l-gabarre' fug il-mejda)
T1d-Dinjat Hawn x'inhu jigri? 0Oed taghmlu wisq storbju

tafux?



Te

- fed nivvintaw xi sorprizi ghal Marmee ghal Milied.

i Jien nahseb 1i tkun tixtieq rtit kwiet u paci meta
- tigi lura. Tlha 1-gurnats kollha tippakja rigali

. fil-kaxxi ghas-suldati ghal Milied - L-nnqas tiekol
ma setghet tigl - u dan mhux kollox, galet ukoll

1i kellha tghaddi tara dik il1-familja fqira Hummel
fi trigqtha lura. dJien nahaseb 1i regghu jinsabu
f£il-bzonn u 1-Mummy zgur 1i tghinhom. Ghadu qatt
ma kien hawn ma?gi%?gx trassam minn kollox avolja
ftit 1i xejn ghandha ghaliha nfisha,.

Imsejkna Mrs. Hummel. Ghadu kif mietilha zewghsa
u ghandha sitt it-tfal u tarbija x'tiehu hsieb,

Ommkom hija 1-Anglu Kustodju taghhom. Ma nahsibx

11 se ddum aktar issa, kil nismaghha diehla naghmel
it-te', u inthom tridu toaraw 1i ghandha tixrob
kikkra te' gawwljn u $huna. Zgur 1i tkun ghajjiena,
u barra hemm bard ixoqq l-ghadam. (1ddur biex tmurd
Hawn - kont insejt ghal kollox fuq din - (Tohrog
envelope minn tabt i1-fardsl) Giet bl-idejn illum
wara nofs in-nhar. (Till Mep) Ghalik Miss Meg.

Minn ghand wmin tista' tkun?

Jekk veru trid tkun taf, 1-icken haga 11 tista taghmel
hi 1i tiftahha.

(Wagt 11 tiftahha) 0! xi pjacirl Hawa nvit minn ghand
Mrs. Gardinert Tsimghu ftit:- "Mrs. Gardiner tixtieq
tistieden 1il Miss March n Miss Josephine ghal Party
ta' L-Ahhar tak-Sena" Ma tahsbux 1i pjacir? Min jaf

Marmee thalliniex immorru?

Ma nara l-ebda rapguni ghala le - inthom tfajliet issa.

(Jo titmezmez)

Issa jkolli mmur lurs £il-keina. Araw 1i dak 1-invit

ma jnessikhomx it-toast ghal Mummy.

(Hannah toprog)
(Beth tiehu 1-furketta u L-toast mill-gabarre' u

tmur fejn in-nar)
Hawx Jo, xi pjncirl ilnn ghomor ma mmorru party!

X'ser nilbsu tghid?




Ghalfejn qed tistaqgsi, metn taf 11 jkollna nilbsu
inlbiesi tal-poplim, ghax m'ghandna xejn aktar x'nilbsu?

KImdejjqa ghax 1-invit ms kienx jinkludi 1ilha)
Xi dwejjaq il-CGardiners u l-party mishut taghhom. Issa
rridu naraw u niddeciedu Ty ir-ripgali tal-Mummy, u

dalwaqgt tigi.

Irridu ngaghlula tahseb 11 ged nippraparaw xi haga

ghalina, imbaphad intuha sorpriza.

Jagblilna mmorra nixtru ghada wara nofs in-nhar, ghax
‘mhux se nkollna zmien darb'ohra u ghad fadlilna naghmlu

' 1-provi ghal Play tal-Milied.

fIva, u di¥-sena trid tkun tajba aktar mis-soltu, Marmee
 joghgbuha qisq 11-Plays tal~Milied u mhabba 1i Missierna

~mhux hawn, hemm bzonn 1i nferrhuha kemm jista jkun.
~ Ma nahsibx 1i nkompli nirrecta wara din. Issa qed
-?nbkber'ghal dewn l-afforijiet.

- Hmerijiet, Meg, Int ma tieqnfx sakemm tkun lLista ddur
'] hawn v 'l hinn Plibsa bajda twila u xaghrek imnizzel,
u tilbes gojjelli tal-karti gishom tad-deheb! Wara

kollox int 1l-shjar attrici 1i ghandna u zgur jieqaf
kollox jekk int thalli 1-pnlk. Jagblilna nippruvaw ftit
issa. Ejjew, Amy, ejja naghmlu x-xena ta' meta jhossok

hazin. Taf kemm inl iebsa fihal

Mhux tort tieghi, Qatt ma rajt 1il hadd ihossu hazin
f'hajti kollha — u ma nixtieqx insir sewda u blu
nitgerbeb catta ma 1l-art kif taghmel int, Kieku nista
naqa bil-mod, naga, jekk mn nistax, nipprova naga go
siggu helu helu - u ma jimpurtanix Jjekk jigi Hugo
jipponta pistola lejja f'din ix-xena.

Ara, aghmilha hekk - Aghggad idejk hekk u tkaxkar fuq

il-palk, filwagt 1i tkun qged tibki u tghajjat: 'Roderigo.
Salvani, salvanil" (Turiha b'hafna xeni melodrammatici,

" filwaqt 11 tispicca r-rectar bi twerziena kbira)

(Wara Ttit tal-hsicb Amy tipprova timitaha, imma 1-

movimenti taghha huma iebsa, u l-ghajta tal 1-ahhar,

tkun semplici ‘Awl)
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gt ta tahbi wicchn u tghajjat iddisprata)

afx kif tista tikteb u tirrceta hekk sabih, Jo.
ek Shakespenre,

Kwazi, imma veru nahseb 1i 1-isforzi tieghi dis-sena -
-Sahta tas-Shahnr - Trapge djs Oneristika hija l-ahjar
s'issa. Li nixtieq nipprova hi 'Macbeth' - 1i kieku

lna bieb specjali biex nogtlu 1il Banquo. Minn dejjem
qt naghmel il-parti tal-qattiel. 'Nik hija l-mazza
ged nara quddiemi?" (Tipposa esegeratament f'biza,

leb ghajnejha u tigpgranfn {l-arja, kif kienet rat
wiehed attur famus jaghmel)

u ddur mal-kamra, Beth Lqum minn fejn il-'fireplace'
tfajjar il-furkettn tat-tonst}

fié, din hija 1-furketta tat-toast! (tmur lejn Jo,

u graghlha tagqa Mo is-sufan moqgsuma dahg u fost iec-capeip
‘ta' 1-ohrajn)

(F'dan il-waqt, tidhol Tost 1-istnrbju, '"Marmee', liebsa

" 1-kappa u l-bonnet. Tinsnb ghajjiena wara pgurnata xoghol
“diebsa u trig twila lura hil-mixi. Izdna n-natura taghha

" hi helwa u 1i tifhem. Ghalkemm hi ghajjiena, l-istorbju

; ma jdejj&ﬂex, rhajinejha Jjixghelu v titbissem meta tara

- dik ix-xenn quddiemhn. Ghal uliedhs 1-bniet hija

sempliciment 'l-aktar mara slupenda tad-dinja'

(Kif jitbaxxa l-istorbju). Mela, mela wliedi, kemm jien
ferhana 1i sibtkom hekk ferhanin!

.‘it-tfajliet iduru u jilgrhu 1i1 ommhom b'hafna storbju e
u mhabba. Jo tohror idejha u tghanagha. Meg tnehhilha é
1-kappa u l-bonnet. Amy taghmel bhal Jo. Beth tirranga |
s-siggu hdejn in-nar, fil-waql 1i tistenna 1i tilqa

"1 ommha hemm.

Marmee! Kif int? (Tghajjat 1i1 Hannah) Hannah,

Hawn il-Mummy. Wasnal hin it-Te,

Ma, konna bdejnn nahsbu x'setn gralek.

Ejja ogghod bil-giephds, Marmee, int ghnjjiena hafna.
Hannah tghid 1i ghondekX tiehu t-te' shun u tnjjeb.

(Marmee tigi mejghuna tnehhi l-cloak u l-bonnet u #

tilbes il-papocc) |
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zz1i pheziez tieghi. Kif mortu 1-lum? Ir-rih ghaddielek
? dJo, tidher ghojjiena. Mie xi hadd, Reth? Kif mort
l-iskola l-lum, Amy?

~tfajliet jirrispondu ghnl mistonsijiet taghha sakemm
tixghel in-nar. Meg ikollha x'taphmel b&-affarijiet
ﬁat—te'. Beth igeib 'footstool'. Amy zzomm idejn ommha.)
(Hannah terga titfacen bl-nffarijiet tat-Te')

rmee tintefa' komda Fis-sipgeu hdejn in—naf)

jma x'gurnata kelli, kemm kellna x'naghmln, nippakjaw
il-kaxex tnl-Milied ghas-suldati biex ikunu lesti ghal ghada.
Hannah qalet 1i kellek tnghddi ghand Mrs Hummel int u

gejja lura.

Iva, haddtilhom CLil injam ghan-nar u basket hl-ikel.
Jinsabu ' tﬂqb."i.d!l shiha,

Kif inhi t-tarbijn l-cdida, Maoprace?

- Irqieqa hafna u mhix mitmughn tnjjeh}bhnl1aohrajn kollha.
- M'ghandhomx nar u kollha mkebbin £'asodds wabda biex

izommu shan.,
~ Jahasral

; Dak mhux kollox. Mrs, Hummel ilha tant ma tiflzhx mindu
- kellha 1-ahhar tarbija, 1i langns tiflah tahdem, u sakemm

“wasalt jien ma kellhom litteralment xejn x'jieklu.
(Tiegaf ftit thares lejn l-crha weuh) o

Uliedi, kont ged nahseb, nistghu intuhom tit mill-
affarijiet tajbin 1i ghandna merfugha ghal Milied biex |

narawhom ftit aktar ferhana<
Iva, iva, Ejja naghmla 1i nistghu biex nghinuhom,

Hgibt 1i tkunu tridu tghinu. Ghada mmorru kollha
flimkien biev ingassmulhom iLr-rigali. Kunu mberkin,
U issa, bhals premju talli shandkom qgalbkom tajba,

x'tahsbu 1i gnbli suldat 1i gie lura bil-leave illum?
Pawsa zghirn.

Ittral Tttra minn ghand id-Daddy! =

Marmee, veru?
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ki jghid, Marmese, pghidilnal
~inhu® Tajjeb?

, 1ttra - ittra twilsa u snbiha. Jinsab tajjeb u
bghat kull xortn ta' xewqgat sbieh u kollha mhabba
al Milied u messape specinli shnalikom, uliedi.
hares lein 1-ittrn)
Iva, hawn hi, u jghid: "Tihom imhabbti u bewsa kKbira.
diThom nahaeb Tihom matul 1I1-jam,n nitlob ghalibom
il1-12j1, u nsib il-mistrieh tieghi Til-hlewwa taghhom.
ena Lidher twiln wicqg cakemm narhom, izda fakkarhom
fil-waagt 1i geghdin nistennew, nistghu ilkoll nahdmu
biex down il-~granet jebsna mn jinhlewk. Jien naf 1i huma
Jiftakru dak kollu 1i ghedtilhow, 1i huma jkunn tfal
fii jafu jhobbuk, 1i fdaghmlu xogholhom bil-qalb u jgibu
ruhhom tajjeb, biex weta nigi lura ghandhom insir
inhobbhom izjed u nkun aktar kbupi bihom - aktar minn
gatt gobel, bin-nisa zghar tieghi :
(Ikun hemm skiel snkemm Mavmee Litwi l1-ittra, u l-idejn
Cifittxu l-imkatar. F'daogn wahda, Iannah 1i kienet ged
tisma u thabtet mhux ftit biex tahbi 1~émozzjonijiet,
titfa 1-rardnl fuq wiccha u tolfoqg)
f} 0! l-pghaziz rapgel twajjeb |
; (Hannah tohrog tigri lejn il-keina)
Miskina Hannah! ITha tant maghna, 1i taghli ghad-Daddy
dagsna.

(Meg tingsbar Tihna nfisha u taghti l-attenzjoni

taghha lejn it-Teapot)

Ul Marmee, insejna t-te' phal kollox. (Tferra')
Jien nahseb 1i kienet hapn tajba dik 11 missierna
kellu jmur 'Chaplain’ meta kien kbir wisq 1i jkun
mghajjat u mhux b'sahhtu bizzejjed 1i jkun suldat.
Nixtieq jien stajt immur bhala "drummer' jew 'nurse'
biex inkun hdejh u nista' nghinu.

M'hix hapga sabiha 11 torgod got-Tent u tiekol kull

xorta t'ikel u tixrob minn bott tal-hadid.

Meta ha jerga lura ddar, Marmee?



za 1i bagalu hafna xhur ohra, ephzier tieghi.

11lu jibna u jinrhmel xogsholu cewwa sakemm jista,

nistrhux ingibuh lura minuta gnbel, sakemm hn
ssibli.

y qalbi, aphlag il-purtieri halli jkollna l-kenn
~lejla. Ghandna Ttit hjnta x"'naghmlu u int tista

ﬁgqghod tagralna nhna u nahdm, xi tghid?

dar il-kbira ta' hdejna ghadheom my ntfewx u l-purtieri
Chadhom miftuvhin., Nista' narn pewwa!

Jo, m'ghandekx taghmel hekl:, gisek ged tissendika.

fiMa taghtix kas) Ilemm ix—-xwejjah Mr. TLesurence bil-gieghda
jfuq sigepu kbir u t-tfajjel Taurence qed idogq fug l-isbah
{pjanu 1i hawn, FKemm hu sabih!, Ejja arah Beth, zgur

1i tphir ghalih!

-%(Qabel ticeaglag Deth) Zenr 11 le! Jo aghlaq malajr
il-purtieri u haffef ersag 'l hawn minn hdejn dik it-
- tiega. Min jaf x'johsbu Mr. Laurence u n-neputi tieghu

~ jekk jarawk thares lejhom}

- (Iddur lejn il-kamra, izda minghajr ma tnthnq,ilwpurtieria
Imma, Ma, dawk m'humiex qgishom ma nafuhomx. Darba
ghedtilna 1i x-xwejjinh Mr. Laurence kien jaf 1il Papa

tieghek snin ilu u jjien kellimtu lit-tfajjel Taurence.
(Skandalizzata) Minghajr introduzzjoni Tormali.?

U, Amy, dak kien meta Beth harbilha wiehed mill-qtates
fil-gnien taghhomn u-hu gaghbuli lura.

Jidher gustus hafna u nahseb jixtieq 11 jkun jafna,

imma jisthi.

Jien niztieq nafu aklar ghax ghandu bzonn il-hbieb,

jien zgura minn dan.

Jien ma nsib l-ebdn opgenzjoni 1i ssir tafu meta
tigi l-opportunita f'wagtha. Mr. Laurence huwa bniedem
t'ghalih wahdu, u ma nixtieqx indejjgqu, meta bil-kemm

jitkellem,
Tghid ghnaliex jachmel hekk, Ma?

Jien nahseb 1i f'hajtu kellu xi tragedja Kbira 1i
ghamlitu giddejjnq jithallat man-nies, u ghalhekk
in-neputi tieghu jsibha Aifficli jsir jaf 1il xi hadd.
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Jjel izommu dejjem maghlug, meta ma Jkunx jirkeb
el jew jistudja iebes ma 1- ghalliem tieghu.

fat$ gnluli 1i stiednuh imur pghandhom ghal-party
ma marx.

Somma, nahseb xorl ll\ hazinn u

‘daqsohekk! Mhix affori taghna nikkritikaw u nkunu
rrief. Jekk jogligbok, aghlaq il-purtieri u ejja
Jn in-nar.

ldejn it~tiega) Heqq, Morru issal (Waqt 1i tkun
;taghlnq il-purtiera, tinhassad ''daqqn u tieqaf)
stofru Kolombul fiet ceeso(Tittawwal, ma tistax
men 1ill-pghajnejha)... Aietses Iva giete..
dawwar wiccha lejn il-kamra) 0Giet Auntie March!

mee, il-karrozzella ta' Auntie March waslet hawn . :

fullhadd skanta u kollha ghajjtu: "Auntie March?",

"Hawn?", "Qattl" Tigi hawn?" "Izda hi gatt ma tigi hawn"...
il-waqt 1i tqum) X'jista ghandha bzonn? Jien ma

gﬁhsibx 1i f'pghaxar snin qatt giet hawn. Jo, lilek

galtlek jekk kienitx gejjn 1-lejla?

Le, Ma, ma nista nifhem xejn.

{insommé, issa hawn qgiepghdn. Haffu, tfal, Ejja nirrangaw
ﬁ1~kamra, Meg,hu l-mabarre lura fil-keina u ghid 1il
Hannah tarhmel 'tit te iehovr. Beth, Amy, Inthom ahjar
titilghu fug u toqgehodu hemm sakemm nghajjtilkom. Jo
int ogrhod hawn Torsi Aunt March tixtieq tkellmek.

;IIl-qanpiena tal-bieb ta' barra tinstema ddona b’sahhitha?
~ Hemm hil

(Meg, Beth u Amy johorgu malajr).
(Marmee tpoggi quddiem in-nar, tlstennaﬁi Pattikata.

(Mument wara tidhol Aunt March, tieqaf fil-bieb, qisha
ged tispezzjonha 1l-kamra. Hija xwejha formiddabbli,
liebsa ta' sinjura, u miexja fuq bastun. Izzappap ftit.)

UARCH: (Qabel Marmee kellha cecans tifrah biha) Insomma, neputija,
M'intix ser tghidli noqghod bil-qgieghda?

Good Evening, Auntie March, Ghaddi, ghaddi onghod komdn,
Nista nehodlok il-Coat?

(Aunt March tersgq lejn is-sufan)
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dhol JO )

(Bil-qgiephda) Te, frazzi, m'iniex bi hsiebni ndum.
bt biss 11 nittawwal u nara inthom il-bniet kif
hom - gatt ma nista niehu nfermazzjoni minn ghand
ephine -~ (tippronunzjnba Josyphine) - biex tkompli

ddejjnsq 111 Jo.)

a ninsabu kollha tajtiin, ghandi pjacir nghidlek.

leg ghadu kif kellha nanrn R o (R,

? Ma nehodiex bi kbira, kif ghandhom habta
4ilbsu z-zghazaph dnl-granet, ma naflx kif ma jmutux '

kollha biltpolmonite.
int, kif int, Aunt Mnvch?

Jien? Insomma, Jien qatt ma jien tajbal Tl-gwaj
antik tieghi, hawn - (ittaptap fug sieqha), ittini
‘ugigh il-hin kollu, u anke Ttit 11 xejn norqod.

Jo tghidli 1i dejjem tornod ghal dik is-siegha jew ;
tnejn kulljum wara 1-ikel. 3

i(imdejjqa 1i nqabdet) Hmerijietl Jien inkun biss }
~ inserrah phajnejja mid-dawl fil-waqt 1i tkun taqrali. L
. Qatt ma rgadt raqda sew ghal dawn l-ghhar tletin L
~ sena. - kemm kemm nintilef minn sensija, dak kollu. E

i 'tiephek
 Izda qatt ma tigiti?f ®*malajr hux? Aunt March? :

ﬂ‘Jo, tkunx impertinenti. Nahseb 1i tkun imdej jaa,
mhux hekk, Aunt March?

(Wara harsa kerhn. lejn Jo) XKif inhu zewgek,neputija?
Jinsab tajjeb, grazzi., u l-hajja iebsa tal-kamp
mhix ged tkun wisg diffiecli ghalih,

Jien ma nistax nifhem z'ried imur jizzattat jaghmel
ghal-gwerra Tl-eta tieghu. Ohax ma gaghdtx hawn
bhala 'chaplain'?

(Bil-mod) Ghamel dak 11 deherlu 1i hu sewwa, U

ghalkemm jien nimmissjah hafna, ma nahsibx 1i kellu
jaghmel mod iehor. L-irpgiel ghandhom bzonnu u hu t

jhoss 1i qed jaghmel il-gid fosthom.

Ma nnfx! Ma nistax nghid 1i dak 11 jahseb hu hux
tajjeb. Ara kif tilef flusu kollha ftit tas-snin A 45

meta phen dak 1l-bicca habib tieghu,, jien kont ghedtlu.
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March, Kull m'phamel zewgi, ghamlu ta' kristjan,
gentlom kristjan biex jehin 111 wiehed habib tieghu

sTortuna, 1li ntilef kollox wagt in-negozju ma

a ma nistox nogghod hawn, go daru stess u nogghod

imghek tghid kontrihl ...... metac..o.e.

nsomma, insomma, Ma ppravajtx naghmel 11 nista' biex
hin? M'offrejtx biex naddottha wahda mill-bniet u
gbbiha jien?

na ghednidlek 1i ma stajniex intuk wahda mill-bniet,
gas ghal gid kollu tnd-dinja. Sinjuri jew fqgar,
a nzommu dejjem f1limkizn u nkunu kuntenti blaalxin,

Indipendenti, hej! Inthom tafu l-affarijiet taghkom
'jar, hekk ghandi nahseb ghall-anqas. Biss nahseb 11

ub m'accettajtux l-offervlia tieghi.

Ninssbu grati, pero 11 hnddt 1il Jo bhals kumpanja biex
tkun tista tghinek.

: Ma kontx nehodba kieku ma kienx jaqbilli. Haddt grazzja
:aghha u jien dejjem ghandi ragun f'dawn 1-affarijiet.
Insibha tajba - ghalkemm kull tant aktar tiehu nteress

fil-librerija taz-Ziju March milli fijal
Imma, Aunt March, jien....

Issa biz-zejjed, Miss, Int taf dagsi 1i ma titlifx
minuta 11 jkollok,taalleb £'dawk il-kotbal

Nibza 1i Jo ghsndha manija ghal qarit, Tmma m'ghandiex

'titraskura d-doveri tashha biex taphmel dak 1i tride.

Id-doveri taghhal Dawn humna hfiefl kemm jista jkun,

. fug il-kuxjenza tiephi - thottli s-suf, tahsel il-kelb,
" titma 1i1 Polly, il-pappagnll tieghi, iggibli, terfall,
u tagrali 1-'Rssays' ta' Belsham (thares lejn Jo),

11, almenu jien, ma nixba qatt minnhom.

Trid ittini x'tifhem, allura, Aunt March, 1i gejt

hawn il-lejla biex toaghod tgorr Tug 1-imfieba ta' Jo?

inzorr, ingorr, ¥'paghlek tahseb 11 jien gatt
ingerger fuq xi haga?
(Mitlufa) Al1lura, nista nkun naf ir-raguni taz-zjara

tieghek?

riflettix hazin fuq l-ebdn wiehed minnhom, Jiddispjacini
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—raéuni: Hnienal Mahseb 1i din hafifa bizzejjedl

ax ghandha mara invalidn bhali,mghawwga bl-ugigh,
tohrog f'lejla kiesha tax-xitwa bhal din? Ghall-ebda
raguni, hliel biex tixtieqilkom i1-Milied it-Tajjeb,
turalment, u phalxejn aktard

R Eh.... grazzi, Aunt Marchl

}GTkompli) U waqt 1i n-neputi tieghi giepghed il-boghod
Jjilghab ta' suldat, m'pghandl l-ebda dubju 11 dis-sena
1-affarijiet m'hux ser ikunu tant tajbin. Josephine,
haffef mur ipgri sal-karrozzelln u gib il-'parcels'

11 gibtilkom minn ghand il-kuccier.

.qu tohrog) (Tv-zija ddur fuq Marmee)

Hl: Xejn specjali talx, ripgnl zephir ghal kull tifla -

" bicca bizzilla, labra zphira, ftit zigarelli, insomma.
Tva, hemm ukoll basket bi ftit perzut, butir, cakes

" 4 xi affarijiet ohrn. kollox genwin - Ma nahsibx

1i ikel ihaxzen tajjeb ghal min ghadu zghir. Wara

kollox izommkom milli tmufu bil-guh.
(Jo titfacca b'basket mimli bl-ikel u hafna pakketti)

Ah! Nirzilhom mn l-art, sinjorina qabel ma twagqaghhom?

(Tddur biex tmur)
hemm hafna aktar affarijiet 1i ghandhom

joni tieghi u m'ghandix hin noqghod

Issa sejra,

bzonn l-attenz
hawn nisma t-tpacpic taghkom. (Tieqgaf fil-bieb)

U, ftakru, l-ebda wiehed mill-pakketti m'ghandu
jinfetah qabel T1-Milied £11-ghodul

(Wagt 1i tilbes 1-ingwanti sew, tohrog qabel Marmee
jew Jo setpghu ikellmuha)

(Ghal mument baagghu sorprizi u ma jistghux jitkellmu)

Marmeel

(Fil-waqt 1i jidhqu r1imkien) Allura, Jo, Veru ma

nafx x'naqbad nghid, u meta nahseb 1i wara 1i ahna
ma ridnijiex taddotta wahda minnkom, bagghet ma
kellmitniex ghal sena shihal

1i ngib ruhi sewwa aktar minn

itlobni bi tbissima -

Wara 1-Milied inweghdek
gabel u naghmel dak kollu 11 t
anke maqralha dawk 1-imgharrqgin - irrid nghid,

dawk 1l-gmiel t'essays ta' Mr. Belsham}
R ———————————— ——————
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3sa igri fug,qalbi u ghid 111 ohrajn 11 1-battikata
u jien niehu hsieb dawn l-affarijiet tajbin
1il Aunt March), 'shal Milied fil-ghadu'.

nistghu nogghodu nphaddu l-play fuq? jekk joghgbok?
lilna hafna x'naghmlu,

(Hﬁfghnnﬂi hafna m'naphmel hawn isfel u nghajitilkom
esti - imma, Jo, qnlbi, ippruvaw ma taghmlux daqshekk
1

lox sew, Marmee!

rog kollha storbju "1 barra)(Titla '] fun)

e tirranga r-rignli, fil-wagt 1i tagra l-messaggl
ol u tidhaq wehidhn. Tigbor il-basket u tibda miexja
-keina)

empel il-bieb ta' barra) (Tieqaf sorpriza)
tmur biex tiftah)(Marnee tersag lejn l-intrata,
lem hi u sejra).

sew, Hannsh}1Tmmur jien. Tista tehodli dawn, jekk
ghgbok? Dawn rigali minn ghand Aunt March!

gali minn ghand zitek, 'Aunt March''Td-Dinja', issa
aw l-anpli!

o

ah tohrog wagt 1i Marmee tmur lejn il-bieb ta' barra)
emghu ilhna)

1 Marmee, u warajha Laurie. Dan huwa guvni twil,
r, simpatiku 11 mill-ewwel juri 1i ghandu demm Taljan,
alment ikun fuq tieghu izda issa jidher nervus.

idejh ghandu bukkett fjuri u zewg fliexken inbid).

ihol, idhol jekk jogﬁgbok, Mr Laurence, aghmilt sew 1i gejt

21, Mrs, March, Propjament qieghed hawn minnflok

uwi. Hu talabni nwasslilkom l-awguri u l-apologiji.
ologiji?

hu galli biex nghidilkom (jipprova jiftakar sew dak
gallu biex jghid nannuh).... 1i jhossu ddispjacut 1i
nagas 1i jigi jsellimlek,'hint~habib antik tieghu, imma
era 1i tahfirlu. Wara kollox hu m'hux aktar minn

Jah 1i ftit 13 xejn ghadu jithallat fis-socjeta'.

m hu gentili. Onehod bil-anieghda, jekk joghgbok.

uarie jkun ser joaghod bil-gleghds meta 'dagqgn wahda

ftakar 1i ghad fadal aktar mill-messagg ta' nannuh).
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era 1i taghmillu l-unur u trccetta dawn iz-zewg

exken Madeira bhl-nwguri ta' l-istagun.

1i tiehu 1-liexken) Grazzi. (Bi tbissima)

miz, kellek tistudja panigierku mhux hazin, hux veru?

iehu r-ruh u jidhaq) Veru, bzajt 1i ninsa nofsu -

U dawn il-juri minn ghondi. Ntajthom jien stess

onien.

inti gentilil Kemm humna sbieh! Jekk joghgbok
ngrazzja 1i17 nannuk bil-qgalh ﬁha]ijn. Forsi
tiequ tigu flimkien tiehdu t-te maghnsa xi darba
tagghu mal-Famil ja tiepghi?

ogpl r-ripali Tuq is-sulan)

niehu gost hafna kieki, Mrs. March.
—giephda) Jien naheeb 1i digan 1tgajt ma' binti Jo?

3 1-qieghda) Iva, metn dahal il-gnttus fil-pgnien taghna.
hi fug ruhba hux? @altli $i tixtieq tkun kittieba.

ew, Jo taghna ferriecha u fuq ruhha bafna u dejjem
dha x'taghmel thazzesz Ml-istudju zghir 11 ghamlet
B fl-"attic'.

hi il-pgustuza hux veru, 1 PBelh qgishna warda, l-aktar

la_1i toqghod id-dar; u dik ta' xaghrha mgieghed 1i

b tpingi Amy, nahseb?

agq) Ghal wiehed 1i qntt-ghadu ma ltaga mat-tfal
ghi, nahseb 1i dipa taf hafna fughom! Nitolbok,
EiEiki £ sirt tal® dagshekk?

@il jhossu 11 gal iz-zejjed). af int, dejjem

maghhom isejjhu '1 xudxin, u meta nkun wahdi d-dar,

nisssportix nittawwnl lejn id-dar taghkoms tidhru

jem tkunu tiehdu gost. FRulltant ma taghloux il-

tieri, u meta 1-lampi jkunu mixghula, inkun gisni

inhares lein ritratt, narakom kollha mal-mejda

v kollha shandkom x'taghmlu, min hapga u min ohra,

dispijnacini nghid 1i ma nkunx niflah ma nharisx.

Wahdek toqghod man-Nannu?

ﬁha, 1-genituri tieghi mejtin. In-Nannu jghix mal-kotba

tieghu u ma tantx jiehu nteress fil-hajja ta' barra.

Mr. Brooke, l-phalliem tieghi, jigl biss ma tal 1l

Eurhata, u pghalhekk kulltant,tant inhossni wahdi.
K )

¢ e o 90 40




19-

-—:hghid 1i ghalhekk kulltant noqghod nittawwal

m gejjin u sejrin.,

wara 1li tiltnqgna' mal-bniet tieghi ma jkollokx

n toqprhod tharsilhom akbtar u tkun tista tigi hawn
L mets thossok wnhdek u tLkompli maghna fil-loghob
hajja semplici taphna. Jien werta 1i l-bniet tieghi
uk .

Grazzi hafna, Mrs. March, haddt gost hafna 1i

i hekk tajjeb. Naghddi l-message tieshek lin-

Y nehidlu 1i o eese...

l-kliem gie interrott bi storbju minn fug u warajh

at ta' 'Roderigo', salvani, Salvani' u twerzieqa
- Amy issa tphallmet zgur)

Ltolbol tiskuzana sghal doal-istntbju, Jo ged taghllem
11 hutha il1-Play pghal Milied - u nibza 1i kulltant
eraw xi ftit. (Iccempel il-qanpiena ghal Hannah).
hekk ma nistax nintroducik maghhom issa - m'ghandi
bda idea fliema stat jinsabu bBhal issa.

lemm aktar storbju minn fug)

fuq) Jahasra ghal Zars!

ar hsejjes u konfuzjoni.)

Bi tbissima) Iva, naf xi trid tghid.

(Tidhol Hannah)

Fista twassal 111 Mr, Laurence sal-bieb, Hannah?
Tehodlu b'idu)

1-1ejl it-tajjeb, Mr. Laurence, u grazzi ta' dawk il-fjuri

sbieh., Nisperaw 11 ma ndumux ma nergghu narawk.

Il-lejl it-tajjeb, Mrs. March, hergan hafna 1i nerga nigi.

hal mument Laurie jhares '1 fug u johrog ma Hannah)

armnee tpoggi 1-inbid Til-cupboard u zzomm il-fjuri):
nah tigi lurs)

X'guvnott gustuz dak!, Izds milli nisma, jqatta' hafna
ﬁhin wahdu,

Iva, jien cerla 1i ma tantx jiehu gost wahdu f'dik
1id~dajrbira. Dol phandu bronn kumpannija ferrieha.

(Jinstema storbju akbar u gabda ilhna jghajjtu u
- jidhqu izda l1l-iktar 11 tinstema hija F B siw sk w0
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fug) :
n, kieku tal kemm ghandi bzonnok! Ejja, Zara
onn immorru.

seb 1i hawn kumpannija ferrieha kemm irid, hawn

ssem) U xi hnga tghidli 1i 1il dak 1z-zaghzugh

. g g e

awhkktar spiss ghandna 'l quddiem!
~u Hannah jidhqu flimkien bil-mod huma u hergin)

al sitbaxxew bil-mod u jsir Black Out)

2 oy e i AT o S A g M M e P ¥ e S
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58, Fil-phaxija - Lejliet 1-Ewwel tas-Sena.

ghel bil-mod hemm atmosfera ta' ecitament, waqgt
Wgtﬁt-tfal iz-zaghar jehinu 1il huthom il-kbar
araw ghal Party ghand Mrs. Gardiner. Beth
ga l-krieket fil-libsa ta' Meg. Meg, bil-wieqfa
in-nar b'nofs tuzzana karti jew rollers ma
ﬁJﬂi tkun tirrangs 1-libsa) Kemm nixtieq kelli
gdida ghal Partyl TIl-Gardiners huma familja eleganti
tiednin taghhom dejjem jilbsu mal-moda. I1l-Mummy
1i bi hsiebha taghmilli l1libsa tal-harir ghal

v, imma dak ghadu lura ghomor!

certa 1i dil-libsa qisha tal-harir, Meg; gisha gdida,
glek hafna.

1 Amy mit-tarag)

m il-maktur tal-bizzilla 1i ghedtlek tissellef, izda
shod attenta ghax dak huwa l-agwa ta' l-aqwa wiehed 1i

'Lmrfbiex tiehu l-maktur) Grazzi, Amy.

;;'1ejn il-karti tan-nokkli) M'intix sejra l-Party
Kk, hux? ‘
’;zgur 11 le. Jo sn taghmilli l=imqass tan-nokkli
In-nokkli fuq il-mohh huma l-ahhar moda, tafux.
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jonatha) 0! Beth, ma tahsibx 11 tkun haga sabiha

ru bizzejjed biex inkunu nistghu immorru 1-Parties
xija, ahna wkoll?%

hi Jo? Dipa dagqu s-seba u l-ahhar 1i rajtha
kienet ghadha bdiet tilbes. Jien ma nahsibx 1i
fiom wisq il-Parties.

ghid 1i tobghod tilbes ghall-okkazjoni u gzib ruhha
jar manjieri. Tippreferi tintefa xi mkien bi ktieb
, tiekol it-tuffiegh T1-'attic'.

galbi, Amy, igri fuq u ara kif inhi sejra. Ma
1x immorru tard. Arani, Beth, kif nidher?

tohrog tghajjat 1i1 Jo)
rija) Veru sabihal

rella gdida tant tixraq u dil—labra tal-perli ta'
aghtini xejra aristokratika - veru qalbha tajba
tieli. (Toghlli t-tarf tal-libsa) U dal-par

I gilid mhux sabih?

] mma komdi.g

yni ftit meta nimxi (titkerrah ftit mets tippruvhom),
nispera 1i dak ma jdumx. Tnsomma, M'ghandi 1l-ebda
iehor 1i jagbel daqgshekk ma dil-libsa.

hol Amy)

ejja u jien gibt l-imgass tan-nokkli. (Tmur lejn
u tpoggi l-imgass tandnokkli fejn il-fuklar biex

)

b, Biex tirrangali n-nokkli ma tridx hafna zmien u

n inkun inhossni verament tal-moda'

::@idher eleganti Meg, jien zgura 11 hadd mit-tfajliet
hra m'hu ser ikun sabih aktar minnek.

'::w_-;: 11 qed tﬂllse‘b TR RN

L l-entusjasmu i kliemhom ?ieqaf hekk kif titfacea
Jo, 1i ghalkemm liebsa 1-litsa tal-Party u ppruvat
nga kemm tista ghal dil-battikata, ghadha mhix

rta minnha nfisha fug dan kollu)

Vagqt 1i tipprepara ghal x'hiex gej fugha)

tant i1i ma nilbes dil-libsa, 1i nsejt kompletament
dil-harqga 1i ghandi Tuq wara. (Iddur biex turi

arga kbira fuq wara tad-dublett). X'ser naghmel? Tant
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tidher kerha u ma nistnax innehhihal’

 (Spicealha l-pjncir kollu) u, Jo, ghax kellek toqghod
guddiem in-nnr bhall-irgiel! Din m'hix l-ewwel libsa
N ragt u rrovinajt. Iwssa, m' ghandek Xejn aktar x'tilbes
U jkollok tilbes dik allura - u x'jisteghu jghidu 1-
- Gardiners, mn nafx.

- Ikolli nibga bil-gieghds u ma niceaglagx u kemm nista
- ma nurix wara. (Allegrn) ruddiem tajjeb, wara kollox!
Fejn humn l-ingwanti, Jo?

(Ftit misthijn) Mibza 1i huma Ctit imtebba bil-luminatas
1i waqgqgajt fuqghom 1-ahhar Party 1i mort - Ma stajtx
nitlob 1il Marmee Lixtrili par iehor ghax iqumu hafna

flus, allura jkolli nghaddi minghajrhom.

Insomma Jo, Bil-Tors irid ikollok l-ingwantil L-ingwanti
huma l-aktar haga mportantli, gabel kull haga ohra. {

i

‘(11 tagbel ma Meg fuq dak kollu 1i hu 'sewwa')
- Meg ghandha ragun. Il-veru tfajla tkun maghrufa miz-
zarbun pulit, 1-ingwanti u l-maktur.

Dazgur, irid ikollok dmwn kollna! Jekk le, jien ma mmurx!
Inhossni mitlufa jekk ELmar minghajrhon.

(Tintefa fuq sigeru) Mela nibaga hawnl

(Biex bhal dejjem taghmilhom pace)
- Ma tistax thassar dil-lejla hekkl, Ma tistax taghddi

bihom 1-ingwanti, avolja mahmugin®

(Iffastidjata) lahseb 1i Bista nzommhom mghaf fgin go
- Jdejja biex hadd ma jinduna kemm huma mahmugin,

(tigiha idea). TLe, hn nghidlek x'naghmlu! Nilbsu wahda
.tajba kull wiehed u nzommu wahda hazina.

(Tahsibha) Idejk akbar minn tieghi u l-inpwanta tieghi
twessahhieli.....

'(titlef il-pacenzja) Mela mmur minghajrhom, u ma

Jimpurtanix x'jphidu n-nies!

Hawn tista tehodhn, ha hudha! Biss, jekk joghgbok
ittebbahilix! (Jibdlu 1-ingwanti) U ggib ruhek sew hux?
U ma toqghodx ticeassa u tghid ' Kristofru quombu'

b'kemm ghandek sahha fi grizmejk.

U ajma Meg, Dan-naqra ta' Party ghand Mrs. Gardiner taf,
L-angas 1i konna ser niltaqghu ma' President Lincoln!
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(Tersaq lejn in-nar biex iggih l-imgass v tuza 1-"kettle

holder' biex taqbdu) ETjjs naghmillek in-nokkli issa.

(Meg toqghod bil-qieghda u Jo Lersaq lejha)

Thabbilx rasek pghalija, Jien naghmel l-almu tieghi u
nipprova ma nizbaljaX xemm jista jkun. (Wagt 1i tkun

ged taghmel xahar Megr)  Twmma jekk ninsa, u tarani naghmel

xi haga hazina, eghmizni biex tfakkarni trid?

Ma naghmel xejn minn dan kollu, Li teghmez m'hix
edukazzjoni. Noghlli huxBejja jekk ikun hemm xi haga
hazina u naghti b'rasi 1-isfel jekk kollox ikun sew, Issa
meta naslu hemm Jo, zomm spallekk dritti, upghmel passi

ak 1i Jjkun,

zaghar, u tiehux b' Jdejnfepkk Jlntroducuk..... (tibda

xxammem) Hekk suppost jinharqu?

(Zgura minnha nf'isha) Dak ghax qed jinxCu, dak kollu.

X'riha tinten! Riha ta'

rix jinharaq.
(Mhix certa) Jien nahseb il-ltarti ged jinharqu.

(Tpoggi 1-imgnss, bl-arja ta' wahds minghaliha taf hafna)
Hemm, issa nmehhi l-karti u tara shaba ta'yYnokkli xaghar.

(Wagt 1i taghti mera 1i1 Meg, Jo tnehhi l-karti malajr,
u n-nokkla titfacen malajr u taga. Jo timla jdejha bin-
nokkli. Meg bil-gieghda, bla xaghar fug mohhha)

(Thares Til-mera, ma tridx temmen lill—ghajnejha)
Oh, Oh Oh', x'ghamiltli? Jien mitlufal Ma nistax immur!
Xaghri, jahasra xaghril

(Tqum konfuzjoni shieha)
(Tidhol Marmee) )

Allura, tfal lesti? 9Qed isir il-hin.

~ Ara xaghvi Ma, xaghri rrovinati Ma nistax immur hekk,
- Iva, Jo kif stajt?

Skuzani Meg, jiddispjncini. MNahseb 1- -imgass kien Jjnahraq
wisq. Xortija; ma jmissekx paghltni naghmilulek. Jien

dejjem inhassar kollox. X'wahda din, x'rovina fija

(Tibki) Haqgni, dak talli ppruvajt inkun sabiha z-zejjedl

. Kemm nirxtieq hallejtu bi kwietu xaghri.
(Marmee tifli 1-hsava 1i prot)

Xi dnub, Kien tant lixx u sabih.
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WEE:  Ejja, isa, xxotta ghajnejK. Mhux dagshekk imgharrag dags
kemm ged tahseb. Tini l-pettne, Amy, jekk joghgbok. Hekk
ara, jekk nippettnaw dat-trufijiet il-quddiem tinzel frenza
pulita hafna, u meta tasal ghand il-Gardiners ghafas ftit
ic-coff il-quddiem Tug mohhok u qisu qgatt ma kien xejn}

Marmee ghandha ragun, u ;jkun jidher l-ahhar moda wkoll.
Rajt hafna tfajliet jaghmluh hekk.

Grazzi, Ma, grazzi hafna. (Thus 1il ommhs) X'konna naghmlu
minghajrek?

ﬂ‘E: (Tghannagha) Tghinu 1il xulxin aktar milli tnghmlu issa,
nahseb., Tjja, isa halli nara daz-zewg tfajliet eleganti!

(Meg terga tiehu r-ruh, u ddur guddiem ommha biex taraha.
Jo taghmel bhalha, tiftakar fil-harga u turiha quddiem biss)

RIMEE ¢ Iva, nahseb 1i qeghdin tajjeb hafnal Issa ilbsu l-kapep

u morru hudu gost gabel ma jingalghu aktar dizastril

(Beth u Amy jghinuhom jilbsu l-kapep u kullhadd jersaq il-
barra)

:._ Tantx tieklu fil-phaxijs u ejjew lura fil-hdax meta
nibghat 1il1l Hannah ghalikom. Aghtu l-awguri tieghi 1il
Mrs. Gardiner u l-bniet taghhal

(B'hafna tpacpic it-tfal iz-zaghar jiehdu 1il Meg u Jo
sal-bieb ta' barra, wagt 1i jhallu 1il Marmee fil-bieb.)

s Iddevertu eghziez tieghi - it-tnejn ghandkom imkatar
puliti fil-bwiet?

Iva, Gragzi, Marmee, bye.

se

Bye, Ma, Bye Amy, Beth u kullhadd.

(Marmee tibda tirranga 1-kamra, tigbor il-mera, l-imqass,
pettne, etc.)

(7idhlu Amy u Beth)
Nixtieq kont sejra jien ukoll, kemm nghir ghalihom.

MEE ¢ Ma jimpurtax, galbi, jigi zmienkom u tibdew tmorru hafna
parties inthom ukoll. (Tieqnaf tirrifletti)

Nispera 1i jiehdu gost il-lejla. Nibza 1i dak iz-zarbun
ta' Meg b'dik it-takkuna gholja hu xi ftit issikkat u

ma tantx hu komdu, imma tant hi ferhana bih 1i ma tridx
tammettiha. Ha, hudu dawn l1-affarijiet fuq, jekk
joghgobkom u nahseb 1i ahjar tippreparaw ghas-sodda.

(Jidhru mdejjain u Marmee tinduna bihom)
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U ejja, eghziez tieghi tiddejqux! Tug hallejtilkom xi haga
zghira biex inferrahkom. Ghamiltilkom fit minn dawk il-
cakes 1i thobbu u tazza halib frisk.

U Ma, kemm int gentili, grazzi, grazzi hafnal
X'gost Marmeel Grazzi.

(Ferhanin, Beth u Amy jigru '1 fuq)
(Marmee tmur lejn in-nar)

(Id-dwal jitbaxxew u jibaghu baxxi ghal ftit minuti biex
jindika 1i ghadda 1-hin, madwar saghtejn u nofs)

(Meta jixghel id-dawl, Marmee tkun bil-gieghda fug is-siggu
tagra hdejn in-nar b'xalla fua spallejha)

(L-arlogg idoqq 1-phazra)

(Marmee thares 'l-flugq u terga tibda taqra ghal ftit

mumenti ohra. Kollox kwiet, imbaghadescsecs.

(Tinstema karrozzella gejia u‘tieqaf barra, mument wara
jinfetah il-bieb ta' barra b'hafna hoss U eceee

Tidhol Jo mghagpla gol-kamra.

(Sorpriza) Jol Ghaliex gejb dagshekl kmieni? MHannah

ma kienitx gejja phalik qnbel siegha ohra.

(Kliemha mghaggel bl-ecltament) M‘ghandekx ghax tinkwieta,
Marmee, Meg ilwiet siegha hi u tisfen - nahseb minhabba
dak izmzarbun tat-takkuna 11 1ibset - imbaghad Laurie

qal 11 o8 oo o o @

Lauriel
It-tfajjel Mr. Taurencel Kien il-party ma 1-ghalliem tieght

Mr. Brooke, u qalilna 1i jwassalna d-dar bil-karrozzella

tieghu. Ma tahsibx 13 kien gentili hafna?
(Tipprova tifhem) Insomma, fejn huma issa, Jo%

Barra, Jehinu '1 Meg tinzel mill-karrozzella. Jien gejt

gabel biex nghidlek x'gara.
Mur ghidilhom jidhlu isa, galbi.

Tohrog tigri sparata kif tkun dahlet)

MARVMEE tirranga l-cushions fTuq is-sufan)

(Tidhol Meg, mizmuma fud kull daha minn Laurie u Mr. Brooke
u minn Jo fug wara. Brooke huwa ragel twil, bjond u sabih
Ghandu xi haga Tuq 1-ghoxrin.)

Good evening, Mr. Laurence, Gentili hafna 1i gejt tghinna.
Ejja ruhi Meg fuq ig-sufan fejn tista sserrah sienek,

u issa naraw xi gralek.

(L-ohrajn jghinu '1 Meg nq is-sufan)
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Hekk, Hekk ahjar. *

L
Tippermettili nintrodugfk 1-phalliem u habib tieghi Mr. John
Brooke? (Lil Brooke) Mrs. March.

Kif inti Mr. Brooke? Nibza 1i dad-dizastru hassrilkom
is-serata hesrem lilek u 1il Mr. T.aurence,

Xejn affattu, Mbs., March, nhna soltu nitilqu kmieni, hux
veru, Laurie? Mr. Naurence ma jiehux pjacir ihallih barra
tard in-neputi tieghu.

(Marmee tnehhi z-zarbun minn sieq Meg-u tezaminalha siegha
u 1l-ghaksa)

Barra dan, niegla x-xita u Meg kienet tixxarrab ghasra kieku

kellha tigi lura d-dar izzappape.

Gralha wisq hsara, M'am?

Le, ma nahsibx 1i kisret xi ghadam,biss nibza 1i ghandha
liwja kerha. Tkollok tistrieh ghal Ttit granet, Meg.

Ghall-erwieh! Konna qed nibsphu 1i kienet aktar serja,

hux, Miss Jo?

" (Li ndunat Laurie kien qed ikun Tormali quddiem ommha)
Kristofru Kolombu! Ghalfejn ged inkunu dagshekk formali
f'daqqa wahda? TKonna sejrin tajjeb tant il-party,u konna
biss 'Laurie', 'Meg' u 'Jo'qgabell
(Meg tiﬁprDVa turiha 11 ma tagbilx maghha billi toghlll

huxbe jha) .

Insomma, Meg, ta xejn toqghod toghlli huxbejk lejja. Jien
ghedtlek 1i naghmel hilti kollha u ngib ruhi sewwa ghand
i1-Gardiners - imma issa geghda d-dar, u kont prudenti

u attenta z-zejjed ghal lejla wahdal

(Titbissem) Tiehdux gatgha b'Jo, Hi temmen 1i wiehed
ghandu jghid dak 1i jhoss - specjalment meta jkun f'daru.
Imma inthom ghandkom thossukom giskom f'darkom hawn ukoll,
w Jo mhix ser thallikom tkunu cerimonjali aktardi

Grazzi, Mrs. March; nixtieg issejjahli Laurie, wkoll,

Mela le, nsejjahlek! 1Issa, din l-ghaksa rridu naghmlulha
s-gilg Tuqgha ma ndumux. Jo, sakemm nara x'hekk bzonn,
tista taghti tazza Madelra lil-mistiednin taghna. Oqghodu
bil-gieghda jekk joghgobkom u ersqu mal-mejda.

(Marmee tohrog lejn il-kcina) (Jo igeib 1-inbid)

Ommok tassew galbha tmjba, imma wisq nibza 1i abbuzajna.
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Langas xejn, Mr. Brooke, I1l-Mummy thobbha 1-kumpanni ja, u
ma nkunux inhossuna ospitabbli jekk ma noffrulkomx xi haga
wata 1i ghentuna tant il-lejla.

(Tqassam it-tazzi) Wara kollox, ahns girien u ma rridkomx

tahsbu 1i ged iddejgquna. Ahna nixtiegu nkunu nafukom u jien
tant i1li nipprova naghmlu dan!

(Kullhadd gabad jidhaq wagqt 1i John Brooke gholla t-tazza
1il Meg)

Ghal fejqgan ta' malajr, Miss March!
Grazzi, Mr. Brooke, l--ghaksa diga nhossha ahjar.
Issa, ghidli, veru jismek Laurie Laurence? X'isem kbir.

(Jidhag) Le, l-ewwel isem tiephi hu Theodore, imma ma

joghgobnix ghax shabi Jsejjhuli Dora -~ ghalhekk gaghilthom

,:isejhuli Laurie minnflok.

Jien nobghodu ismi wkoll. Josephine tant hu sentimentali!
Nixtieq 1i kullhadd japhjjatli Jo minnflok. Auntie March,

ma min inkun kull jum, trid issejjahli 'Josy-Phine'. Ghidli,
kif waqgafthom isejjhulek 'Dora' lis-subien shabek?

AURIE: Skartajthom!

JO: - (Tirrifletti, ddisappuntata) IHeqq, ma tantx nahseb 1i nista
niskarta 1il Aunt March, ghalhekk ikolli nissaportiha.

AURIB: (Wagt 1i jhares lejn ritratt fuq il-mantelpiece)
Dan missierek? '

02 Iva, missieri. O kemm nimmissjawh, gieghed tant il-boghod .u .
(Kif iharsu lejn ir-ritratt, jitkellmu bil-mod flimkien,

Meg u Brooke 1i kienu qed jisimghu, jibdew jitkellmu
wehidhom.

Laurie dejjem student tajjeb, Mr. Brooke?

(Bi tbissima) Forsi mhux dejjem Miss March, kulltant ma
jgibx ruhu kif imiss, izdn meta jogghod attent, ikollu
rizultati sbieh hafna.

Jien nphallem ukoll, imma nistgarr 1i mm tantx niehu gost.
Nixtieq niehu gost kemm tidher 1i tiehu int.

Nahseb 1i kont, kidu kellek 1il Laurie bhala student. Tant
hu tajjeb ghal lingwi. Ghande 1-Francis fluwenti hafna
u issa ged nahdmu iebes fug il-Germaniz. Fi ftit xhur,

nahseb L BN B B B BE BN AR N

(Tinterrompi) Germanis! Ted tghallmu 1-Germanis ?
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Iva, Jjagaw taf titkellmu®
LE - pero missieri kien ged jaghllimuli gabel mar, u ghalkemm
nipprova nipprattikah wahdi, wisg nibza 1i ma tantx nghaggel u
m' phandi hadd wmin jikkoregili l-pronunzja.
Forsi, kieku tippermettili.....?

(Ikkonfonduta) U le, jien... jien ma ridtx niskomodak, irrid
nghid, ma riedx nghid......

(Jitbissem) Te, dazpur 11 le, jien nifhem, imma jekk
tippermettili, nitkellem Mal-Mummy u nara x'nistghu naghmlu!

Gentili hafina, Mr. Brooke, jien.......
Langas xejn, niehu gost hafna jekk inkun ta' xi ghajnuna,
(Kif hares lejha Brooke, igieghel 1il Meg tibdel is-suggett)

Tinsab kuntent zejn ma' TLaurie u Mr. Taurence?

Iva, tassew; Jiddispjacini hafna meta Laurie jmur il-Rullegg

i zmien sena Jjew sentejn ohra.
U xi jsir minnek imbapghad?

Heqq, issa m'ghandix familja, hbieb ghandi ftit, ghalhekk
nahseb 1i jekk il-gwerra tkun phadha sejra, ningabar suldat.

Jien certa 1i Mr. Taurence u Laurie jiddispjacihom Jjinfirdu
minnek dagsek.

Jien inhoss 1i jien nitlef l-aktar, ghax issa qged nirrealizza
x'ambjent sabih hawn hawnhekk. (Tl-harsa t'ghajnejh hija soda
u bla ebda ksuhat)

(Qabel Meg setghet tiehu n-nifs biex tirrispondi, Marmee

' tidhol bi tray mimli faxex, ingwent ecc. )

(Hi u diehla) Domt aktar milli hsibt. Fittixna kullimkien
ghal flixkun 'Arnica' 1i tant hu tajjeb ghal meta tfekkek
sieqek. Ghal xi raguni 1i hadd ma jafha, kien fl-armadju
qalb il-vasetti tal-'pickles! (Tpogsi t-tray)

(Iqum) Nahseb ahjar intuk il-lejl it-tajjeb, Mrs. March.
Ahna zguri 1i pghandek hafna x'taghmel. Nirringrazzjawk
mil-gdid ghall-ospitalita' tieghek. Int lest, Laurie?

I1-lejl it-tajjeb, Mr. Brooke, il-lejl it-tajjeb, Laurie -
Niehdu pjacir hafna u nkunu nistennewkom ghada t#i_gu ghat-Te.
Haddt gost hafna meﬁgﬁ?rlsponda p-nota tieghi W, galli 1i Jigi.
Grazzi mill-gdid talli wassalt 'l Meg id-dar, tiskuzani jekk
ma nwasslekx sal-bieb? irrid ninfaxxa din l-ghaksa minghajr

aktar telf ta' zmien. Jo twasslek barra.




AMY's

MARMEE:

BETH :

AMY

MARMEE 3

JO:

MEG ¢

‘JO:

MEG :

J0:
MEG:
JO:

AMY:

JO:
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(Brooke u Laurie johorgu ma Jo fost hafna 'Good-nights' ecc.)

(Mzrmee tibda tinfaxxa saqajn Meg, waqt 1i 1-bieb ta' barra
jinghalaq wara 1—mistiednin§.
(Biex zgur tkun disturbata aktar, zewg figuri bl-ilbies ta'
bil-lejl jitfaccaw fit-tarag. Amy, bil-curlers tal-karti ma'
xagharha u labta ta' l-inxir fuq imniehirha.)

Marmee, jekk jogshpgbok nistghu ninzlu biex inkunu nafu fugq il-

party?
Amy!, Beth! Jien hsibtkom ilkom reqdin is-sighat.

Tant konna eccitati 1i bgajna mgajjmin nitkellmu, imbaghad
smajna l-karrozzella tasal seeeee

eesss U hrigna bil-mod f1-indana, imma m'azzardajniex ninzlu -

ghalkemm smajna kollox.

Inthom veru mqarbin, gaghddtu tissemmghu, u Amy, galbl, nehhi

dik il-labra ta' l1-inxir minn imniehrek.

Imma, Marmee, inti taf 1i jien dejjem norqod biha - biex

nirranga l-ghamla ta' mniehri - dak huwa l-phar parti ta' wicei

(Tnehhi I1-peg)
(Terga tigi JO)

Hawn ha, gibtilkom rtit helu.

‘(Iddisgustata) Jo! Ma haddthomx minn fuq il-mejda ta' 1-ikel

hux?
Iva, imma nahseb 11 hadd ma rani.

Kif tista tkun certa? Min jalf x'jahsbu 1l-Gardiners kieku rawk?

Jew Lauriel Jew Mr. Brooke?
Laurie kien jaqbad jidhaq, u Mr. Brooke x'ghandu x' jagsam?
(Ikkonfonduta) Heqgq, Kien jahsibna zewg tfajliet bla manjieri, u

Hmerijiet!

Ghidulna fuq il-party, Jjekk jophsobkom, iva ghidulna fuq il-
party!

Tl-veru hadna gost. Meg zifnet kwazi kull zifna minkejja
z—zarbun 1i kellha, sakemm wegprehet 1-ghaksa.

Int ma zfintx, To?

U le, jien ma tantx inhobb nizfen wara kollox. Barra hekk,
kont geghda nahbi 1l-harqa ta' fuq id-dublett. Kont qeghda
bil-gieghda f'rokna nhares lejn l-ohrajn,meta gie Taurie fuqgi
u stedinni biex nizfen. Tant kien iddisappuntat u ha ghalih

...meta rrifjutajt




JO:

MEG:

JO:

MEG 3
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meta rrifjutajt, u billi ma stajtx nahseb fi skuza tajba
dak il-hin, ghedtlu l-verita.

(Ixxukkjata) Ghedtlu fug il-hnrga®

Iva, ghaliex le, u tajtx kemm dhagna. Imbaghad gaghdna
bil-gieghda u bdejna nitkellmu; imbaghad, ftit gabel 1-ikla,
Meg bdiet tizfen ma guvni kbir, b'xaghru ahmar 1i ceeeee

Xaghru kien gastni, mhux ahmar, u kien guvni pulit hafna,

" b'manjieri shieh.

J0O:

MEG :

JOs

Kien gisu gurat ifferocjat. DULsurie u jien ma stajniex

nieqfu mid-dahq, ma smsjtniex?

Le, f'hajjet Alla, kontu veru psatas! Kien hemm 1i lwejt

l-ghaksa. Taurie u Mr. Brooke pgew malajr ituni l-ghajnuna ....

U smajt 1il Mr. Brooke jghajjar 1i1 'ta' xaghru gastni'’

“'bniedem gof'f' 1i beda jizfen dagshekk mghaggel u ma

JO:
MARMEE's

J0:

MARMEE

MARMEE:

MEG's

MEG's

jharisx madwaru.

(B'interess akbnr) Hekk ghamel? ... Imbaghad hadna c-cena
u fl-ahhar Jo irnexxielha twaqqa l-kafe fug l-ingwanta
t-tajba. U Laurie offrilna 1i jwassalna lura d-dar.

U d-dar wasalna C'karrozzella maghluqa, komdi u paxxuti,

f'arja to' festa u elegnnza.

(Tidhaq) TInsomma, wliedi, Niepera 1i dat-tip ta' hajja
s omoboghdu, _ )

Jussuza ma JgaghlkomxAL 1m,).a 11 qed tghixu inthom.

Le, Marmee, Jien ma nahsibx 1i t-tfajliet ghonja jiddevertu
aktar minnhs, Minkejin x-xaghar mahrug, ilbiesi godma,
ingwanti mtebba u zraben issikkati 1i jilwu l1-ghekiesi,

meta nkunu boloh bizzejjgd 1i nilbsuhom.

(Tqum, 1i1 Beth u fmy) Tssa, haffu ghas-sndda inthom it-tnejn
u tqumux sktar, jekk joghgobkombl. Dalwaqt nerga nitla

nirrangakhom sew!
(Beth u Amy jitilghu il-fuq)

Meg, galbi, ipprova ieqafl fug dik 1-ghaksa ha tara hix ahjar

marbuta.

(Meg tqum, meghjuna minu omnha - mohhha certament band'ohra)
Iva, hekk ahjar, Marmee.

(Jersqu lejn il-bieb)
Kemm ghandu ghajne jh kannella sbieh huxg Jo?

(Jo, ghandha x'taghuwel terfa 1-kapep, ecc. )
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Jo: (Qisha ma taghtix kas) Ghajnejn Taurie huma blue.

MEG: Le, Jien ged nghid ghal Mr. Brooke.
(Marmee u Meg jitilghu il-fuq)
JO: Kristofru kolombu !

(Ia-dwal jitbaxxew ghal Black-Out)

ABENA 3

———n e

L-istess. L-ewwel tns-Sena. Wara nofs in-nhar.

Ix-xemx tax-xitwa jidher mit-tieqa.

(Meta Jixghel id-dwnl, Marmee tkun bil-gieghda fuq is-sufan,
b'xall tal-harir fuq spallejhna) |

- (Bil-wieqfa quddiem in-ngr, ikun hemm il-figura distinta
ta' Mr, Laurence, Xachru abjad u goff, bil-fattizzi
aristokratici gtuk x'tahseb 1i hu karattru zorr u magtugh,
imma, kif ser insirn nafu, dawn juru bniedem B'sens kbir
ta' umorizmu 1 certa gentilezza tidher f'kull ghemil tieghu).

_ (Kemm Mr. Taurence u Mrs. March izommu kikkra u plattina

7 f'idejhom. Fuqg il-mejda, wara s-sufan hemm tray kbir bl-
affarijiet tat-te fuqu u xi hlewwiet u 'l-cake tal-frott'
ta' Hannah. L-atmosfera tidher sabiha, milli jidher it-

Tea Party u l1-laggha marru tajjeb hafnal

MARMEE: Kikkra te ohra, Mr. Laurence?

MR. Le, Grazzi, Ma'a,. Intlejt ghal- qalbi mhux hazin. Xi zjarg
1

LEURENGE:sabiha kienet din! Kont gentili hafna 1i lqgajtni.

‘(Marmee tqum biex tehodlu 1-kikkra u l-plattina, u tpoggiha,
flimkien ma taghha fuq it-tray.)
MARMEE: Ghalija kienet okkazjoni specjali 1i nerga niltaga mieghek
wara daz-zmien kollu. Missieri dejjem tkellem fugek tajjeb.

MR.LAURENCE: FEh! Ahna konna hbieb intimi, u konna naraw hafna 1il
xulxin sakemm id-destin tefaghna fi trigat diversi. Immagina,
lilek nafek bhala tifla zghira, u issa ghandek erba titfall
(Hemm pawsa zghira. Tehnu jitnikket €tit) Int nahseb taf
1i jien Kelli zewgt itfal - u tlifthom it-tnejn hux?

MARMEE: (Li kienet taf parti biss mill-istorja) Ghandi x'nifhem 1i
kellek hafna wgigh ta' qalb x'tissaporti.

MR.LAURENCE: TIt-tifla z-zghira tieghi mietet bid-den$ meta kienet
l-eta' tat-tifla z-zphira tieghek, u ghadni qatt m'accettajt
it-telfa taghha, Imma, ibni ....(Jieqaf ftit jirrifletti
gabel ikompli). Kien ghadu ftit aktar minn ghoxrin sena




'MR. BAURENCE:

MARMEE :

MR. LAURENCE:

MARMEE:

MR.LAURENCE!

MARMEE ¢

MR.LAURENCE:
MARMEER :

MR. LAURENCE:
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meta 1ltagqa ma dil-mara Taljana. Kienet helwa u tajba,
u ma jongosha xejn .... ma kien hemm xejn x'wiehed
jehid kontriha hlief il-pregudizzji ta' ragel xih.
Saru jinhabbu hafna u xtagu jizzewgu, imma jlen kelli
pjanijiet ohra phal ibni u ogpezzjonajtilhom bil-kbir
ghal din 1-pghagda. Imissni kont naf ashjar, imma s-
suppervja tieghi riedet taghddi taphha., Fi zmien
xaghar izzewgu. (Tdur fuq Marmee bi tbissima

Qed tistaghgeb, Ma'am?

(Bil-hlewwa titbissem hi wkoll) Langas xejn.

(Li jkompli 1l-istorja) Ibni gatt ma kien b'sahhtu;
(Juri sidru) il-pulmun, taf int., Xellu bzonn klima
aktar shuna, ghalhekk marru jghixzu 1¥Italja. Jien
ma riddtx ikolli x'nagsam maghhom aktar..... langas
1i mmur narshom aqabel telgu. 0Oatt ma regm kelli c-
cans 1i nara xi hadd minnhom. Hi, miskina, mietet
hi u twelled 1il Taurie, u xaghrejn wara, ibni kellu
jmur jistrieh hdejha.

Xi dnub, kemm jiddispjacini, x'telfa kbira kienet din
ghalik.

Indunajt tsrd wisq x'kont t1lift. Is-suppervja hija
dnub kbir. Unga wahda biss kien fadalli x'naghmel.
Mort infittex in-neputi tieghi lura mill-Italja,

u ddedikajt 1i Tadalli minn hajti biex naghtih l-istess
trobbija u edukezzjoni 1i tajt 1i1 missieru.

(Hemm pawsa qabel titkellem Marmee)

Jien certa 1i int trid biss l-ghjar ghat-tifel, imma
jekk tiskuzani, jien nahseb 1i jinsab magtugh wisg
ghalih walidu. Iu ghadu zaghzugh, Mr. Laurence u mimli
hajja. Ghandu bzonn socjeta zaghzugha, xi1 ftit

divertiment u ezercizzju b'sahhtu.

Jien nahseb ghandek ragun, Ma'am. Jien inzommu wisg
ghalija wahdi u nipprotegih iz-zejjed, imma dan naghmlu
ghax niftakar fit-telfa ta' 1l-ohrajn.

Dan kollu nifmhu, imma zgur 1i jistudja aktar u jitla’
aktar b'sahhtu mets jirrekreja ruhu ma zaghzagh l-eta

tieghu.

(Bi tbissima, issa aktar 'relaxed') Kemm ged tghid

sewws Mrs. March) Tt-tfajliet uliedek huma 1-eqreb

. » Xumpanni ja
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MR.LAURENCE: kumpannija zaghzugha 1i ghondu u Laurie diga ddikjara
1i 'l1-Marches huma tfajliet stupendi'. Nibaghtu
Jdejjaek ftit meta jiddejjnq jistudja.

MARMEE : (Titbissem) Niebu post hafna naranh u jien certa 11
1-bniet jilgghuh tajjeb hafna. Jo zgur tiehu gost,
issibha wisqg difficli taccetta 1i hi tifla, u dejjem
tilmentn fug in-nuqgas 1i m'ghandiex huha. Rajtha kemm
kellha seba mitt sena tispiccs t-te meta Laurie kien
tant gentili u staqgsiha tmur tara z-zwiemel fl-istalel
tieghek. Wisqg nibza 1i kulltant l-entusjazmu 1i turi
jnessiha manjieri ohra,

MR.LAURENCE: Langss xejn, Jien inhobb nara entusjazmu Tiz-zaghzagh.
Wara kollox stajna nitkellmu aktar bil-liberta fuq
zmeni jiet antiki wagt 1i buma kienu jaraw iz-zwiemel,
u xejn ma jdejjaq liz-zghazagh aktar minn hekk! Imma
fejn huma 1-bniet 1-ohra tieghek? Nixtieq niltaqa
maghhom ukoll,

MARMER - Beth u Amy kienu qed jiehdu t-te Ma Meg 1i kellha tgatta
1-jum fis-sodda. Ghandhs l-ghaksa ftit u xejn minfuha
minhabba incident 1i kellha 1-bierah fil-ghaxija, u jien
hsibt 1i jaghmlilha tajjeb isserrahha ftit.

MR.LAURENCE: Hekk hu, Haddt gost 1i Laurie u Brooke setghu jghinuha.

MARMEE': (Tqum) Jekk joghgbok titla, Mr. Laurence, nixtieqek
hafna tiltaga maghhom.

(Mr. Laurence iqum u jersqu lejn it-tarag)

MARMEE': Biex inkun sinciera, Beth zgur ser tisthi tiltaga mieghek
Ghalhekk nahseb talbitni titla tiehu t-te fug - ghax
Amy wkoll galet 1i ma tixtieqx tinzel wehidha, minghajr

1-ohra;in.

MR.LAURENCE: (Sorpriz) Imbazza jiltagghu mieghi? 0alb ta' galbi, |
hemm bzonn naraw x'naghmlu biex nirrangawha din. Ha nara, |
Beth mhix dik it-tifla 1i nismaghha ddoqq il-pjanu,
meta naghddi minn quddiem id-dar?

MARMEE : Iva, taf iddoqq tajjeb hafna, bBiss nibza 1i mhux in-noti
kollha jinstemghu tajjeb fuq dak il-pjanu fil-kamra taghha

(Marmee tohrog lejn it-tarag)

(Mr. Laurence jieqaf ftit, u jithasseb fuq l-ahhar
rimarka taghha)

01 pument 1-istape ikun voijt)




Jinstemehu D1hna mitT—intralo)

(JTo u Tavrvie jidbIn mil T-keina, Jdn Tiehss kappa 1 aenrl mn
rosha a Mag spsllejha,  Lonric wholl ghanda scopl medwap
rhongu. Jidhen kanlounbli bafns o hbhiberija kbira nibtet
bheijnietiion, i

f

T nbiberiio ibhagala Cog oentusisarey komuni
u mhux =i »L1E i

Hy !

s e pamesny i k)

s

J0O: (Thorves Tain il-boprn) O, 14 Teq nacly spicen.  Nahseb 11
noannul mar id-daes niasaponi o owe Phaniniox minbabba Ti
rhoddeina minn-nnhe Teohpa, (e merb-mer ida, owaogl 19
tnehli t-iaoeset u I-kopps v tamaminka 7' hags Wil l=at'farijiet
Lat-=te) Tajieb! had Cadal UL milleenko Lal-lpell Lo
Hanuabe  Tixbico Dices obive ovope il —mieja, 0

(Tauriec Gatisibbn)

Tprar PR LY

JO T ejjn, ha, tlanl (Maaddal g Lieess anle)

(—[;'”"’I’-'“" Jilaaghbn, jidheg, Jintelaha fug ls-sigpljich,
_Joshmodu "mﬂwnms

JO: Xi gmiel ta' atalla chequta oeeambl Na nintar nehid Diewmn
ziemael gslicorobutl 1-inind.,

LAURIE: Tasgew, vorg sbiel: by waeny Lecwowol Tnbabba Lot nonnowl

dejijem kienet iz-wwiomel. icn jipkibhom halfns metns lien

phndu izphar, Jads isas Jobros bise bil-karrgzniella,

JO3 Kemm hodna cost $1-<-hierah L1 jl, Haneeinn erwichin Loant
elepanti Cil-kaprossella. 7od ol Plakar, ma oibbs xi
npwanba fiha huaxe PYask oo bament Meg wagophet wnhda

minmn Laghle, o bil Tilienet T oniba wahda Lo jhoe. ...
| ;
LAURIID: Mela wnhdn bias glinndlin tajbe npwontn®
JOs Te, imma 1i1i silfitni T-oblra u jien irnexxicll nwaqaa
1-kale fughn, Tmma jion oliftha wahds minn tieghi i

kienet imbtabhe bLhil-luminata, o hi wn Tihajibies,
(Lourie jidher konfnas)

J00 Insomm:, ma Jimpurtax, hi nogres kKhopplilala hies niapjerhn,

imma Jekk GilTacen «i wahdo o Ll ba' Mep,
LAURTK: Jekk tista tinstab, wels jien insibhoatl

Je irazai, Laurie. Jiddispiseini se nbobbtek, dman peres 1§
gephda is-soddna T--1nanm m' oleedhe seju x baghmel hilief

pinkwiets fug alferijicl bhal down, Trid hices oske ol

Tajjet bunx?

(Tgumu 1 jersqu mnl-me idn, W 1 kiu]n, Je terdag lein
in-notr, u thaTti 11 Lanrie hdejn P e idn) .,
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(KEif thalli 1l-mejda, ma tindunax b'Mr, Laurence niezel it-

[] . - . . . . ] .
tarag, b Marmee warajh. Jasln Cil-hin biex jisimghu kliem Jo,
Hi u thares lejn in-nar)

(Laurie, 11 ghandu halqu mimli cake, jarahom l-ewwel u jieqaf
jiekol, izda ma jistax javzahn.)

JOs Laurie, haga tad-dahq, imma inli taf 1i hsibt 1i ser nibza
minn nannuk. Jidher zorr u stramb, lmma ghandu gha jne jh
dhulin, ghalkemm halqu mait, uw jidher 11 ghandu fehma ghalih
wahdu. Nghidlek, ta, mo nahsibx 11 hu simpatiku dags
nannuwl , imma ghandi prazzia mieghu. Jien nahseb liesoses
(Lehinha jinbidel ghax i haga tghidilba 1i m'ghadhomx

wehidhom, Ghal mument ma tazzardax iddur u thares, imma,
f£1-ahhar iddur bil-mod 1 tiffncea Tipura twila, issa S
kamra, ihares lejhe bic-ciern) Insomma, nahSebDecesos
(Lehinha jinbidel darb'ohra)

MR. Allura ma tibzax minni wara kollox, eh! %

TAURENCE:

Jos (Ti tifga bil-cake u 1-kontnzjoni) Mhux hafna, sinjur.

MR. Tmma ma tahsibx 1i jien simpatikn dags nannuk, eh! 2

LAURENCE ¢

JO Mhux daqsu, sinjur.

MR, U ghandi fehmn phalijn wahdi hux hekk?

TAUREBNCE

JO: Jien ghedt 1i hsibt hekk biss.

MR, U 1i nidher zorr u stramb, hux?

LAURENCE:

JO: Xi ftit, sinjur.

%R. Izda ghandek grazzia mieghi, appartl dan kollu.

AURENCE +
JO: (Li tiehu r-ruh) Iva, ghandi sinjur.
MR. (Wara pawsa, imbaghad jidhaq) Prosit! Ghandek 1=ispirtu

LAURENCE%B' ngnnuk, jekk m'ghandekx wiceul Tajjeb, Mrs. March, hawn

MR.

wahda mit-tfajliet tiephek 1i ma tibzax minni - u 1i ggibni -

pi ftit riservi.
(Icempel il-bieb ta' barra) (Hannah tmur tiftah)

U issa, Madam hemmn bronn naghtu l-addio. Bjja, ibni, T.aurie,

LAURENGEha nistghux intawwlu l-mawra taphna £'did-dar feln tant gejna

milqugha. Sahha, Mrs. March u ghal darb'ohra, grazzi 11

lqajtna. WNispera 11 naraw akbtar 111 xulxin.

(Hannah terga tit{ncen u warajha Rrooke 1i ghandu bukkett

zghir tal-Fjuri, 11 jpogeih Jieri warajh meta jara 1ill-ohra;
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HANNAH: To-8ur John Bronko.,
(Hannah tohrvos £ 1-Vein)

MR, . g
LATRRHCR » An! Brooke, wcejl Lichor T-icindant Lieghohky

BROOKE: T.e, Sinjur, hont chaddei v bailt T nigrd niabagui fug
HMiss Mareh.,
MR. Fug rubil Veeghosiae, Madom, vdddivinea 1L inl g L-Lfajliet
LR TGRS tieghek pbhidbuna kollhs Fomes shon Hhhal koalamibal
(Jindunn Lit-bodtke bt 1i Trooke qoed jiperova jabibi)
Dok x"ivdwms U Ciorn wkol1l  “'yaTomtom ikt

(Wagt 11 Jidhiag, banlent, B, Lanreenes johros lein il1-biech)

PBROOKE: (Jibmar) Xi bhnga wrhiea bing inleerah 100 marids, Mrs. March ;
Anl kollox.

MARMER ¢ Remm int pentili, Ve, Brookel  fopermeb Ui 1L neasanl 151
Mr. Tonmrenece bares o dalvaagl indum wiechalk . jekl jorhpbok,

idhol mowwng. i Lisehnl

(Marmee tobrop Pein Mre.o lLoaorence Cl-inbrabs)

(Jo ubnurie jersoqu voraihon)

LAURIT: . Sahha pgind iogs, To; luos nfitles sew dik T-ingwenby g
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