
Last Recorded Date of Postmen's 
Personal Handstamps 

By Dr John H. Mercieca, D.Sc(Hon. Causa), DDS 

I read with much interest the elaborate and informative article by Elizabeth and 
Paul Saliba in this year's April number of the PSM Magazine, for which I 
congratulate them. 

In the fourth paragraph of the article in question the authors stated that the last 
recorded item on which a PPH had appeared is dated September 29, 1949. This 
same last recotded date had also appeared earlier in the appropriate section on 
PPH in the last published SAID Malta Stamp Catalogue. 

For the sake of correct recording of these postal history items, of Malta, I would 
like to bring to the notice of those interested in this section of Maltese postal 
history that I have in my possession two registered covers, one posted to me from 
Milano, Italy on January 14, 1950 and backstamped at the GPO Malta on 
January 20,1950 to which the PPU NQ 69 is tied; and a second, posted to me from 
Sussex, UK, on January 18, 1950 and backstamped at the GPO Malta on 
January 21, 1950, on which the same PPH - N!! 69 -was used. 

i 

14 



'$~rlcci Oh v~-, -'<-c" ,, 

o.fSender: 

Registt'.:ltion 
Fee .. : ....... 4._ .. d. paid 
· (Sl>n n"t\: <m b,ak) 

' / ~' 

While for the time being these two covers seem to carry the latest known dates on 
which a PPH (N!l 69) was used, three months and twenty-two days later than the 
date given by Elizabeth and Paul Saliba in their exhaustive article, one cannot 
exclude the possibility that there may yet be in existence the odd one or two covers 
which could possibly be in someone else's possession, with a yet later date, which 
could come to light later one. 

However, for the time being, these two covers in my possession, both. addressed 
to myself and which I am illustrating with this article, are to be considered as the 
last recorded items of the use of a PPH unless others, with yet later dates, could 
possibly be unearthed later on. 
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