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MALTA

The superb collection formed by
the late Dr. George Camillery
is to be offered in London on 14th May, 1991
starting with the Lazara Correspondence between Padua and Malta and
Malta and Padua 1662-1669 — 84 letters, many from Malta with the first
postal rates recorded. Two letters from the Grand Master Niccolo Cotoner.
Also 1789-1796 — 56 letters including nine letters from Padua with Maltese
rates charged on arrival, and 28 letters from Malta with multiple rates, eight
having the quadruple rates of Messina, Rome, Venice and Padua.
Other lots include letters from various grand masters, a fine selection
of Maltese handstamps, Maltese 1/2d yellows specilised and a splendid
array of the proofs and stamps of Malta including an imperforate block and
pair of the 1885 4d.

BRITISH EUROPE

14th May, 1991
A separate catalogue features Goeffrey Osborn’s Gibraltar Postal History
_with many rarities and general properties from British Europe

Enquiries can be made to:
David Parson or Nick Startup (Bournemouth) (0202) 295711
. Tim Hirsch or Colin Fraser (London) (071) 839 4034

CHRISI S

ROBSON LOWE

8 Kings Street,
St James’s
London SW1Y 6QT
Tel: (071) 839 4034
Fax (071) 839 1611
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AD MULTOS ANNOS

The Malta Philatelic Society was born in March 1966, and from a new born babe
has after twenty-five years matured into an adult. It is our Silver Jubilee Year.
From a humble beginning, on the initiative of the late Louis Frank, assisted by
the 1966 Committee, consisting of Dr Albert Ganado (Secretary), Boris Darmanin
(Treasurer) and members Dr C. G. Cassar, Dr J.H. Mercieca, Magistrate Dr
Joseph Soler and Mr Charles Whelpdale the Malta Philatelic Society grew and
matured —having world wide membership.

A Society is as strong as its members make it. Its members make it virile and
their achievement is reflected in it. Today our members have wide and varied
philatelic interests, but the main body specilise in Postal History — Post men's
hand stamps, Postage Due markings, Village Post Marks, Disinfection, Maritime
mail, Knights of Malta period, Napoleonic period, British used in Malta, Air-Mail,
the Queen Victoria1/2d yellows, Blocks of Four, Plate Blocks, Specimen and Proof
Collections.

They have won various Gold medals, Large Vermeil medals and other awards
at FIP exhibitions overseas, where their specialised collections were exhibited
and admired.

The PSM Magazine from a humble Newsletter published by Mr Browning in
Autumn of 1966 matured into its present format winning a Silver Medal in
Stockholm, 1986.

Ithasbecome a platform where our members publish their philatelicresearch;
and has been our bond between us, and our International Members, who look
forward to its publication.

During these 25 yearsit had its difficult moments especially between 1969 and
1974, when only one issue per year was published, but was regularly published
three times a year when Mr Nick Cutajar became editor up to 1982.

We have throughout these years kept the front cover that Chevalier Emvin
Cremona prepared for the first number of Volume 1 of Spring 1967, maybe the
time has come for a change.

In 1983 I became editor and the magazine began to be printed in offset. Sofar
it has always been issued on time, in April, August and December of each year,
at no cost to the Society. It is distributed free both in Malta and overseas,
members paying only for postage, which unfortunately because of heavy in-
creases by the Postal Administration, will have to be passed on to our members
in increased subscription to cover such costs. I am grateful to the advertisers who
have supported me, all personal friends, for their generous sponsorship.



Some of the members listening to Dr J. Mercieca commemorating the 25th Anniversary

Our Society meets on the first Monday of each month and foreign members
have been invited to give a display cum talk of their proud possesions. Such
occasions have proved to be extremely well patronised.

Mr A. Fenech has from time to time been responsible for our Exchange Stamp
Packet and Auctions, an incursion on his precious time.

No doubt our veteran President Dr Mercieca deserves a pat on the back, for his
encouragement and constant hard work. It was due to his untiring efforts that
he managed to convince the Postal Authorities to issue a commemorative 25th
Anniversary stamp — Dr Mercieca, WELL DONE.

: \ : Dr A. Bonnici

Membership Dues for 1991 were due on 1st Jaunary. Please send your remittance
immediately to Mr Dimech, our Treasurer.

Members who have not paid their Membership Dues for 1988/ 1989/ 1990 aretosend
their remittance immediately to Mr Dimech.

Membership Rates are:

UK-£5; USA -US$15, Canada — Can § 20; Australia — Au$25; Italy — L.It 12,000;
F rzznie—FF r85; Germany—Dm 20; Switzerland—S Fes 20; Holland - Gds 25; Malta
- Lm1.50.




FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

1991 — WE HAVE MADE
IT!

When someone sets his mind on achieving a given goal
or other accomplishment and works truly hard towards
the attainment of that which he is after, undoubtedly
great is his joy and satisfaction if and when his efforts |
are finally crowned with success and the greater the
sacrifices he has had to put in towards the attainment
of that particular aim, correspondingly greater is his
measure of gladness and contentment. Exactly that great is my exhiliration and
my satisfaction on this great day, when I realise to have succeeded in healthily
and safely landing this my Society to reach its twenty-fifth birthday and at one
time when it was doomed to have saved it from outright extinction.

The sincere and heartfelt auguries for the attainment of the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the foundation of the Philatelic Society of Malta expressed in anticipation
in my Presidential messages, published in the special editions of the PSM
Magazine in 1976 and again in 1986, on the occasion of the tenth and twentieth
anniversaries of this Society’s foundation have indeed materialised and this year
we shall, with yet greater enthusiasm and pomp, befittingly celebrate this truly
auspicious and important event and also a marked super-record as regards the
life span of philatelic societies in Malta.

It is indeed a source of much satisfaction and rejoicement to see the target year
of this Silver Jubilee, which I have during the twenty-one successive years of my
Presidency of this Society been aiming at and indefatigably working for, being
reached. So firstly Ilift my eyes and my mind to the Good God and thank Him
for lending me more years of life to see this great and much-expected day.

When I look back and remember how short-lived the previous two philatelic
societies in Malta were, the first in 1946 with barely eleven months oflife and the
second in 1952 with under a thirty month life span, surely no one could blame me
for the sense of pride which glows in me, thisyear, when I see my Society reaching
its twenty-fifth birthday, and what more overcoming the hurdles that from time
to time present themselves and thus passing from strength to strength with the
march of time.

Thave no doubt that all the Society's members, both local and overseas, and in a
special way the committee members, too, do share with me this justifiable sense
of pride for they too have given their share towards the realisation of this all very
happy event.



So my most grateful thanks to all of them for their continued and unstinting
support and their valid contribution over these years and may I assure them that
their cooperation and the sacrifice of much of their spare time in the interest and
the welfare of this Society is much appreciated.

I also feel it my duty to revere the memory of those of our members who during
thesefive-and-twenty years of the Society's life have given it their full support and
their valid contribution, foremost amongst these, the late lamented Mr Vincent
Mercieca, for many years Treasurer and admittedly one of the pillars of this
Society, who departed this life just over two years ago. My Society will be having
a Mass concelebrated by the two Society priest members for the repose of their
soul, during the week of activities to be held next May.

Allthe different sections and branches of the Society have done extremely well in
their special sphere of activity, having been ably administered by each individual
member of the committee to whom they were entrusted.

The Society's PSM Magazine which is the life-line between the Society and its
members, especially those from overseas countries, has over these years indeed
proudly maintained its status by the high standard of its articles and the
impeccable regularity of its publication. This hasbeen amply proved by the many
favourable letters and comments received from overseas members and corre-
spondents as well as by the prestigious awards received at mternatlona] phila-
telic exhibitions. :

My thanks go also to the Malta Postal Administration and the Stamp Design
Advisory Board for accepting my proposal and my request for the issue of a special
commemorative stamp and a handstamp for this occasion.

There are two things which still hurt me and though we have striven hard to solve
them, we have to admit that we have not as yet succeeded. The first is that after
twenty-five years the Society is still without its permanent home and we cannot
therefore pride ourselves to own our premises. Secondly is the number of stamp
enthusiasts and philatelists who have persisted in turning a deaf ear to my
appeals from time to time to join our Society thereby giving it added strength.

And winding up this Silver Jubilee message of mine may I look forward to the
continued prevalence of the same spirit of collaboration and esprit-de-corps which
have all along guided this Society throughout these twenty-five years and may
they even shine with possibly yet more brightness in the years that lie ahead that
the PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF MALTA may yet march forward ever stronger
and stronger to arrive at still greater and more important anniversaries in the
years to come.

LONG LIVE THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF MALTA!
John H. Mercieca 6th March, 1991



THE FRENCH OCCUPATION PERIOD

The Plot of January, 1799 by Dr Alfred Bonnici M.D.
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To the French Consul GUI

“Citizen Ossoir has come to tell me that two Greeks had approached
you, and told you that we must be watchful of the inhabitants who are starting an
uprising to day. I hasten to assure you that if that is a fact, it is my custom never
to neglect to take precautions.”




The Plot of 11 January, 1799

by Dr Alfred Bonnici M.D.
Regiment
of
Malta Liberty Equality
French Republic

General Headquarters of Malta, 11th January 7th Year
. (i.e. 11 January, 1799)
of the French Republic, one and indivisible.

VAUBOIS Major General
Commander in Chief of the Islands of Malta and Gozo

To the French Consul GUI

“Citizen Ossoir has come to tell me that two Greeks had approached
you, and told you that we must be watchful of the inhabitants who are starting an
uprising to day. I hasten to assure you that if that is a fact, it is my custom never

to neglect to take precautions.”

Aletter written on French Occupation watermarked stationary of the period by Major
General and Commander in Chief VAUBOIS, of the French Occupation Forces in
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Malta. It was one of the many historical letters offered for sale in the Coates Sale
by Christies Robson Lowe of the 4th November, 1990.

It is written by Voubois to the French Consul of Tripoli GUI, who happened tobe
in Malta, (the French Consul to Malta at that time was Jean Andre Caruson),
enquiring about rumours of a plot by the Maltese against the French Occupation
Forces in Valletta.

* The plot was in fact real, and it was being concocted by the Maltese living in
Valletta. Dun MIKIEL XERRI, MATTHEW PULIS, a Corsican pirate GILIERMU
LORENZINI and the rebellious Maltese in the countryside under the leadership of
Canon Francesco Saverio Caruana, General of the Maltese Army.

Events leading to the plot
On the 9th June 1978, Napoleon arrives off Malta with the French Fleet, and Grand
Master Ferdinand Hompesch surrendered on June 11, 1798.

Napoleon walked through Valletta on June 12,1798 and stayed up to the 18th,
when he departed for Egypt, leaving a French garrison under the command of
General VAUBOIS, who soon rendered himself very unpopular by introducing
various controversial legislative measures. Matters came to a head on September
2, 1798 when the Tapestries of the Carmelite Church in Mdina were going to be
auctioned. This sparked massive protests, leading to a confrontation with Louis
Mason the French Commander of Mdina, who was eventually killed and his body
thrown over the balcony of the house he had gone into to take refuge. The
Insurrection had started. The French locked themselves upin Mdina, Valletta, The
Cottonera, Forts Manoel, Tigne and Ricasoli.

Mdina was captured within twenty-four hours because the Maltese were able to
enter through a side door in the bastion which the French were unaware of, but
Valletta and the Cottoner, etc withstood the siege for two years, capitulating on
September 5, 1800. ‘

The Plot of January, 1799

When the insurrection started on September 2, 1798 it was quite obvious to the
Maltese leaders outside Valletta that the French were not going to be easily
dislodged from their strong entrenchment behind the massive city bastions. So the
plan was to starve the French into surrendering. They thought that this could be
achived by asking for help from King Ferdinand of the two Sicilies, but as the King
himself was having great problems with the French (who eventually captured
Naples during this period, and had to flee with his Court to Palermo), the Maltese
asked for his permission, which was granted, to seek help from the British, who at
that moment had Nelson in the Mediterranean. This was done and Nelson sent Capt
Ball to Malta, to organise the Maltese militarily, and blockade the sea lanes so that
the French could not get reinforcements, and supplies from France by sea.
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After fifteen months ofblockading the French by land and sea, the Maltese inside
Valletta, who were enduring great material hardship, began to think about a plan
to surprise the French inside Valletta and open the City doors to their compatriots
outside the City walls. Dun Mikiel Xerri and Lorenzini were the main architects of
this plan, ably assisted by Matthew Pulis living in Valletta, who was the chief
Disinfectant Officer employed by the French at the Lazaretto, on Manoel Island on
the left hand side of Valletta, across Marsamxett Harbour.

Pulis because of his job was allowed to go out of Valletta from Marsamxett gate
(now removed when the existing road was constructed) and row across the harbour
every day, and so he was able to ferry the letters of Dun Mikiel Xerri and Lorenzini
across the harbour to the Lazaretto for onward transmission by his son to Canon
Caruana, without arousing suspicion. He was also in possession of the keys of the
large store room belonging to the Lazaretto situated near Marsamxett Gate, known
asthe Lazaretto Medical Stores, in which the attacking Maltese were to hide during
the night, so that they could enter Valletta through Marsamzxett Gate, after it was
opened by the Maltese from inside Valletta.

DunMikiel Xerri was one of the Professors of the Ecole Centrale who wrote eleven
lettersduringthe period December 7,1798 toJanuary 8,1899, all signed Nota Manus
(the Known Hand), which are preserved in the Public Library in Valletta. In one of
the letters there are two paragraphs written in invisible ink which became visible
only when heated.

From these letters we get a very clear picture of all the intrigue, what was
happening in Valletta; the various alarming rumours circulated to demoralise the
Maltese inside the City, advise on absolute secrecy, and caution about certain
Maltese leaving the City, useful information about the French Forces, and various
weaknesses in the defences, and how Dun Mikiel Xerri and Lorenzini wished that
the attack be carried out.

In his letter of the 6th January 1799 Lorenzini wrote as follows:

“The agreed signal will be given when we will be assured that 200-300 men
mentioned by D. Mikiel will be in the stores, which have tobe brought there by means
of boats from Msida accompanied by Filippu Pulis the Disinfectant Officer.

“These should be amongthebravest and most trustworthy, armed with rifles and
given a double ration of ammunition. Five or six hundred other men should be at
Marsa, in the Jesuit's Palace, armed as the others, and should remain hiding quitely
up to five minutes past eight of the morning, when the signal will be given.

“The signal will be the ringing of the main bell of St John's. We at the same time,
will attack the enemy, that is, the three Main City Gates, the Palace, whilst the
reserve forces will attack St George's Gate, the armoury and Castille and other sites.

“Atthe same time those that would have been hiding in the stores ofthe Lazaretto
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near (Marsamxett Gate) will enter from the Lazaretto (Marsamxett) Gate that
would have been occupied and opened by us, and together we will go towards the door
of St George to help the already attacking forces. The others with the same speed
will go towards the Palace.

“The group of 500-600 at the Marsa are at the given signal to go towards the quay,
and occupy it, and when this is done they can attack and conquer the low lying walls
under the Kappucini. Apart from the passage that goes to the quay this barrier is
not higher than hames gasab (35ft) and guarded by twelve soldiers only.

“At the same time of this attack, when the signal of the bell would have been given,
a large quantitiy of men are to march from Tas-Samra or 'San Guzepp' so that one
gives the impression that the main door of "Tal-Bombi' was about to be attacked, and
when these men reach the point where the road devides towards Marsa, they will
fork towards Marsa so that 500-600 men will enter Valletta from the Quay Gate.

“Itisimportant to tell those that enter Valletta, that nopillaging wasto take place
and that heavy penalties would be givento those who disobey these orders. At the
same time all the batteries are to open fire continuously, to give the impression that
an attack on the Cottonera was on, but I am not of the opinion that an attack should
be launched prior to the signal, as otherwise the enemy might have suspicions, and
they might expell us from the city, as they threaten us often, that they would do this.

“As regards the naval forces, these should remain where they are blockading and
not let anybody escape. This, gentlemen, is my plan. I hope that if you do not accept
it, as it might not exactly be what you wish, at least accept my enthusiasm and my
readiness to sacrifice myself for my Faith and for the defence of this country that 1
consider as if my own.

“May I remind you that the usual signal will be given 48 hours before the attack,
thatisif the signal is given on Monday, the men are to go to the Marsamxetto Stores
during Tuesday Night and the assault will take place on Wednesday. The other
signal that the men are ready for the assault is that from the trenches opposite Fort
Maneol. Three shots will be fired at six am one after each other, but with longer
intervals.”

Further down we find written:
“Shown, agreed and approved Id Maghrufa.”

Further letters of Dun Mikiel more or less keep to the above plan with further
clarifications and instructions.

How was the plot discovered?

From letters written by Vaubois on the 15th January 1799, to the French Minister
responsible for war; from the letter of Admiral Villeneuve on the 1 7th January, 1799
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to the Minister responsible for the French Navy; and from the Diary of Admiral
Decres, we have the following clear picture of what happened.

In the early morning of January 11, 1799, the Genovese ship Galathee, Capt
Cavazza, was able to avoid the blockading British ships and enter harbour, loaded
with provisions informing Vaubois that the king of Sardinia had abdicated, and that
the French Army had recaptured Rome from the King of Naples. This was indeed
good news, and an occasion to rejoice and celebrate, the French troops flocking to the
top of the bastions, waving their hats, and shouting with joy.

This unlucky event coincided with the time and date that the agreed signal was
to be given, and Lorenzini, the brain behind the plot, began to have second thoughts
about the success of the plot and postponed the agreed signal for later on during the
day. At 11am Vaubois ordered all the batteries on the bastionsto fire their guns, and
because of this, the signal by Lorenzini was again postponed. Some Maltese mistook
the firing as the agreed signal that the attack was on, and advanced but had soon to
return back. That Friday evening, Vaubois as part of the celebrations in honour of
the arrival of the Galathee, ordered a special theatre performance at the Manoel
Theatre in Valletta.

After nine pm, Lieutenant Roussel and the Commander of Fort Manoel Bouvard
came out of Marsamxett Gate to go to Manoel Island, where they were stationed. On
going past the Marsamxett Stores Rousell heard some voices coming out of the stores
(inthe stores were the 200-300 men who hadbeen there since Thursday/Friday night
—10/11th — as agreed).

: When Roussel arrived on Manoel Island he took French soldiers back by boat to
the Marsamxett stores to investigate and finding the Maltese hiding there began to
fire on them taking them by surprise. Some fell dead, some tried to escape, and the
rest captured.

Lorenzini, Dun Mikiel Xerri and Matthew Pulis were executed by a firing squad
in the Palace Square, Valletta, onthe 15th,17th and 29th January 1 799 respectively.

In all 49 patriots were executed, 34 of whom were from outside Valletta. The plot
had failed, and the French remained occupying Valletta up to the 5th September,
1800 when they capitulated to the British.

Bibliography:

Miz-zewg nahat tas-Swar, by Dr Carmelo Testa
Actes et Documents, by Sir Hannibal P. Scicluna
History of Malta, by Segond

Assedio.e:Blocco.di Malta, Bossedon Ransjat
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Another two bars from the Symphony in Stamps, by Peter Vassallo




MANUSCRIPT FORWARDING AGENTS’
MARKINGS ON MALTA MAIL

By Giovanni Bonello LL.D.

Postal historians seem to disagree on an all-embracing definition of a "Forward-
ing Agent". Of all those that have been proposed, none appears to have received
universal acceptance.

Rowe defines a Forwarding Agent as a person (or organisation) who under-
took the forwarding of mail without carrying it personally. De Zanche adds that
Forwarding Agents can only be considered such when they intervened in the
carriage of mail between different countries. The Postal History Com-

Fig. 1 A letter from Fratelli Levi Mondolfo (?) in Trieste to Antonio Cachia di Tomaso in
Malta dated June 12, 1816. LUIGI ROSSI the Forwarding Agent carried it from Trieste,
applying his manuscript marking in Messina on August 29, 1816 with the inscription "Per 1/
2 Luigi Rossi che VBLM". This implies that one half of the mailing costs were borne by him.
V.B.L.M. is an abbreviation of Vi Bacia le Mani (who kisses your hands).

In Malta the letter was heavily disinfected both by scorching and by slitting. The
local delivery charge, unusually spelt out in full: "September & — T:2": is an early date of
use. Itis curious that the charge was not augmented by the 10 grani levied for disinfection.
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Fig. 2 Aletter from Salonicco (Greece) to Malta dated December 29, 1817. RODOCANACHI
& C. carried it to (or from?) Smyrna (Izmir, Turkey) where they placed their mark on February
7, 1818. It arrived in Malta, where it was duly charged, on Febsuary 23.

This letter is noteworthy because it is the earliest evidence that Rodocanachi were
handling Malta mail. The Rodocanachis were busy Forwarding Agents, recorded active in
Leghorn, Marseilles and Constantinople.
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Fig. 3 A double letter from George Wood & Co in Palermo to Jameson Hunter in Malla,
dated January 5, 1818.

In Messina JAMES POWERS applied his marking "Received and Forwarded by
Y(our) M{ost) O(bidient) S(ervant), James Powers, Messina 8 January, 1818".

It was delivered and handstamped in Malta on January 21, and charged with the
double rate of 4 Tari.
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mission in its draft defini-
tion describes a Forwarding
Agent's mark as "a cachet
impressed upon, or a manu-
script mark made on an item
of mail which at some stage of
its journey (usually between
countries) has been handled
by a person or organisation (a
Forwarding Agent)otherthan
the Post Office."

The need for a private in-
tervention in a mail service
came about for various rea-
sons. De Zanche identifies
three principal situations in
which Forwarding Agents
operated:

1 Whenpartoftheroute was
not covered by state or inter-
national postal services. The
Forwarding Agentintervened
to introduce the mail at some
place into an official postal
system, or to take charge of it
where it left the system, to
ensure its delivery to the ad-
dressee.

Fig. 4 Aletter from John Watson
in Malta to James Pollock in
Glasgow, dated February 12,
1821. On February 24 it passed
through the Forwarding Agents
RW. RUSHFORTH & Co who
endorsed It "Forwarded by your
most ob.t Serv.t".

This letter bears adisinfection seal,
probably from the Leghorn
Lazzaretto. It is handstamped
Livorno and has ample sprinklings
of disinfecting fluid. It reached
Glasgow on March 13, 1821.
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Fig. 5 A letter from Agostino Depasquale in Constantinople to Gio Maria Bonanno in Malta
dated July 9, 1822. This letter passed through the hands of two Forwarding Agents:
Messrs BEUF COLLIN & ROBERT in Smyrne (Izmir, Turkey) and TOMMASO RIZZ0 gm
(quondam = son of the late) NUNZIO che vi riverisce in Costa... (? part torn). On reaching
Malta it was disinfected and charged T2.10.
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Fig. 6 Letter from Cucurny Freres in Marseilles to Thomas Sontwood in Malta, dated
November 20, 1824.

In Leghorn, on November 29, MOISE BADON (?) & C inscribed their Forwarding
Agent's mark: Incamminata da Moise Badon che V.B.L.M. Arriving in Malta it was charged
by the Post Office.

It is not clear whether the Forwarding Agent carried this letter on the first leg of its
Journey (Marseilles/Leghorn) or on its final part (Leghorn/Malta).

2 When the postal route crossed countries which did not have an agreement for
the mutual exchange of transit mail.

3 Intimesof war. De Zanchelists seven situationsin which a Forwarding Agent
intervened in times of war. When the normal mail systems between the
belligerents were interrupted, Forwarding Agents operating in one of the bellig-
erent countries, or from a neutral state, took over the carriage of the correspond-
ence. :

The first evidence of the existence of Forwarding Agents dates back to the 14th
Century, though the manuscript markings recording the intervention of a
Forwarding Agent seem to make their first appearance during the latter part of
the 16th Century, when states organised their internal and international postal
gervices to carry also private mail. Forwarding Agents' handstamps appear
towards the end of the 18th Century.

De Zanche lists 40 Forwarding Agents who applied a handstamp cachet on
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Fig. 7 Letter from G.M. Hooper in London to John Rowlett & C in Malta, dated April 7,
1830. In Falmouth, on April 8, Yr. Mo: Ob.t Serv.ts BANFIELD & LAKE placed their
forwarding Agent's mark. The letter is charged 4/6 and is backstamped Falmouth. There is
no evidence that it passed through the Malta Post Office.

Malta mail. The earliest was the Consolato Generale Sardo in 1824/38, and the
latest R. Soler in 1873.

Turning to manuscript annotations by Forwarding Agents on Malta mail,
the earliest recorded to date is by J.L. Olivier, on a 1707 letter from Cairo to
Leghorn.

While Malta Forwarding Agents’ handstamps have been quite extensively
studied and published, manuscript annotations have not, to date, been investi-
gated in depth. The present feature is meant to start filling in part of that void.
A considerable number — 30 — of hitherto unknown Forwarding Agents are here
recorded. No doubt, many more still remain to be identified.

A manuscript annotation by a Forwarding Agent is usually in the following
terms: "Received and forwarded by..." or "By favour of..." or "Care of..." if in
English. Correspondingindications in Italian and French are also to be found on
Malta mail.
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It is not always easy to distinguish a "professional” Forwarding Agent from a
"one-off" carrier of mail who gave his services by favour of the sender or the
addressee. If the intervention of the carrier is recorded on the letter, I will
assume, saving clear evidence to the contrary, that the mail was carried by a
"professional” forwarding agent.

The assertion that only the carriage of mail between two countries qualifies
the carrier as a Forwarding Agent may need to be reconsidered. It appears that
occasionally eveninternal correspondence benefited from the services of aregular
agency which was not part of the official postal services. A case in point is mail
to or from Austrian subjects confined to quarantine in the Lazzaretto. It would
seem that the Austrian Consulate in Malta regularly took care to collect and
forward this mail (Fig. 9). Iseelittle reason why the intervention of the Austrian
Consulate to collect and forward mail internally in Malta should not qualify it as
a local Forwarding Agent, all the more so when that same Austrian Consulate is

Fig. 8 A letter from A.W. Gagliani & Co in Paris to Edward Watson in Malta, dated March
14, 1836.

The sender addressed it to the Forwarding Agents Messrs ROBERT GOWER & CIE
Marseilles, where the letter was received through the French mail and backstamped on
March 17. Messrs Gower then forwarded it to the adressee in Malta.

The French inscription "Aux soins de..." (entrusted to the diligence of...) is not
recorded by De Zanche.
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Fig. 9 Letterfrom G.S. Vidulich who was quarantinedinthe Lazzaretto intheBrigantino Austriaco
it Dromedario dated February 21, 1842, to Giuseppe Sonnino in Valletta, This letter was
collected and delivered to the addressee by the IMPERIALE REGIO CONSOLATO
D'AUSTRIA IN MALTA, which recorded its intervention on the back by applying its oval seal
across the fold and adding per consegna in manuscript.

Incidentally, the addressee Giuseppe Sonnino {not Sennino as in the Handbook) was
himself active as a Forwarding Agent in Malta.
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Fig. 10 A letter from Fratelli Xerry in Malta dated June 1, 1848 to Giuseppe Ellul German
in Trieste.

Messrs Xerry sent the letter through the Malta Post Office to the Forwarding Agent
in Corfu, Sig. JACOB BARUCH who took care to have it delivered in Trieste on June 18.
From Malta the letter reached Corfu on June 5 (Corfu CDS). The Forwarding Agent's
inscription reads “A mezzo Giacob Baruch che distintamente vi riverisce, Corfu 6 Giugno,
1848". :

25



Fig. 11 Letter from Lorenzo Caruana in Trieste handstamped November 13, 1860, to
Giovanni Semini in Malta.

The sender however, addressed it Alle gentili cure del Signor GIUSEPPE SACKER,
Livarno. The letter went through the official postal services from Trieste to Gemona (?)
Milano and Livorno, each of which applied their CDS on the back. In Livorno it was picked
up by the Forwarding Agent on November 17, and carried privately to Malta where it arrived
on November 28.

Giuseppe Sacker was well known as a Forwarding Agent in Livorno, but it was not
hitherto known that he operated to Malta.

recognised as a Forwarding Agent when it provided the same service to, from or
through Malta and other countries.

One generally accepted characteristic of Forwarding Agents' markings is that
this intervention should have been recorded on the letter by the Forwarding
Agent himself. De Zanche gives the impression that it is only in some cases that
the inscription was written by the sender. From my modest research, it would
appear that these were hardly isolated instances. Quite often the sender
addressed the letter explicitly to the Forwarding Agent, with instructions to him
to forward it to the addressee. (Fig.8,10,11,12)

Although originally it was believed that Forwarding Agents operated under-
handedly or that they violated the state’s mail monopoly, it has been established
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that, far from being proscribed, Forwarding Agents were recognised, if not
actually encouraged, by the official postal authorities.

I propose to publish a number of Forwarding Agents' markings on Malta mail,
to illustrate some of the most representative features. I am not limiting myself
only to Forwarding Agents who operated from Malta, but will include also those
Agents whose intervention helped to carry a letter to, from, or through Maita.

The illustrations refer to items which, to the best of my knowledge, have not
hitherto been published, except, occasionally, in auction and dealers’ catalogues.
They record mostly previously unknown Forwarding Agents, or Agents not
known to have handled Malta mail.

In an Appendix, I am listing in alphabetical order all the Forwarding Agents
with Manuscript markings on Malta mail recorded to date, with some updates on
the period of use in the case of Agents previously recorded.

Fig. 12 A letter from Antonio Bernardini in Trieste dated July 16, 1861, to Giovanni Semini
in Malta.

The sender addressed it by ordinary mail to GIUSEPPE FAIAN! in Leghorn,
instructinghim to forward it to the adressee in Malta. On the way from Trieste the letter
received three handstamps on the back, finally showing its arrival in Livorno on July 19.
There the Forwarding Agent carried it privately to Malta where it was received on the 24th.
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APPENDIX
FORWARDING AGENTS ON MALTA MAIL
(MANUSCRIPT MARKINGS)

Tanered AZIUS ..ooceeeeeierivrceecnere e 1861 (iii)
Filippo AZUSHING .eocverveerienreereeireerresrenenaseeesnenns 1841 (11)
Moise Badon & Co....uveveevvveerecernnriveeeereecnerennns 1824 (iv)
Banfield & Lake ...ccocvveeevieeeeceeeereeeeece e 1830 (iv)
L. Barber ....ccoevveeereenennn. e et e beraeaeaten 1842 )
Giacob Baruch ......cccoeeeeveeieeeciie e 1848 (iv)

“James Bell & Co.uuvnrvrevreieeieeecreeecceeceeeereeeeea 1840/59 @)
Beuf Collin & Robert .....ccccoeevvvvervrveeecincnnnnennes 1822 (iv)
J. Borges da Silva ....ccccevinivennineciticnccnenes 1839 (D)
G. Buttigieg .......cceervenvennene. et e e et ...1843/49 )]
G.S. Buttigieg.....cooeecevverereereeeieeeeeeeeeiunae e 1844 {iid)
Salvatore Camilleri......ccccceevieevecneeccrenirernnenns 1819 @v)
James Chabot......ccccovviivivveeneveeninreeeeneerineeenns 1809 @
Consolato d'Austria......ccceeeeereeceecvenrecvecnenne 1842 (iv)
Consolato Generale Sardo ........coccvveeveeeeriereenenne 1824/38 (1)
Demarco & Sammut ....c.ccceevireveerinsieniencnnennennee 1875 (iii)

- Luigi Eynaud......cccocccnmveveeimnneiscnnnneiniiniisiecnes 1849 (iv)
P. Eynaud & Co....cceeverevveneererererereesreensiressansens 1839/49 (i)
Eynaud & Pariente .........cocveenenemnnicininnenns 1848 @(iv)
Giuseppe Faiani .....ocveveeeeemeercmeenemeisecmsermenesns 1861/64  (iv)
Antonio Farrugia ......ccevevvneeccnnenneniincinnenns 1843/46 (i)
Matteo GAtC]....oseeeeeveecereccerercrieeeeeereeeteereeecaenens 1843 @iv)
Cap. Guatier & C1e ....uvvivverrerernreeereenerceesenens 1824 Gv)
Robert Gower & Cie ....uivvveecrieeciececeeeieeniene 1832/36 Gv)
David Grant & Co .....evvveeivevererenresiieeeecrereenenens 1823 - ()
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Grant Pillans (7) & Co ovevervvcevvvereeceir e 1816 @iv)
Salvatore GIrech ....veeveeeceeieeeieeeeeecieeeeeeeeeseenns 1817 Gv)
Denison Higgins & Co ....coovvvvecvveeeeecveneerreenne. 1808/18 (i)
W.H. Holton ..ovvveieceece ettt 1850 (G1)
Lee & SONS...uoeeiceiecee e 1811719 (i1)
D.K. MacDowell ....ccoeeevieviinivceneeiieeeeesesee 1835 (iii)
J. MacKenzee .......cocveevvvvervviiviinesineeeneeievesesnnne 1868 (iv)
Ludgi Mallia ..o 1827 (iv)
Mich & Weniger ......cccoveevverveivieeerrneeeeneeseennne 1815 (iv)
Moore & WIlKinsomn .........oceeeveeverresvcrercveseereenns 1809 (i)
J. L. OLIVIET oottt 1707 (i1)
James POWETS......cccvvivievinvccreivnee e cneene 1818 @iv)
R.C.PUSIOW ettt sttt sr oo seen 1815 (1)
Richardson & Mecklenburg........ccccvvevcvverveennes 1836 av)
Tommaso Rizzo qm NUnzio .......ccceceevvvveeeriennns 1822 @iv)
Rodocanachi & C ......c.covvvvveerierinereriveerecnenne, 1818 (iv)
J. G ROSS ettt e e eeee s 1820 (i)
Ligl ROSS1.uccriiceiieereiecrierensvensenreessnesnessrensenes 1816 @iv)
R.W. Rushforth .....cc.cooovvveviinneiieiireeceeerens 1811 @iv)
Giuseppe SACKET ...oovvicvvvveecrerricirerer e senenene 1860 (iv)
T.W. SATtori0 .ccvveieeiicerreeeeeree vt e e srnree s 1809 6))
Giuseppe Scicluna & Figli ......ccovvvvveevevievernee, 1854/57 6
Giovanni Semini ......cccccevveveienerereorneeeeirsniennns 1850/52 1)
Capn Mrio Sirovich Imperiale.........ccccevvvrvennn. 1825 @iv)
G SONNINO c.ovviirvecieeeirrrereiereie e e csnreseesereresses 1842/52 1)
Thos. Southerwood.....c...oovvviievievenveiiirerirnerreenes 1816 (i11)
Struthers Stenhart & Co ...covvvvvvvvnieeinivererennn, 1813 @Gv)
G.S. StUTIESE vttt 1863 @iv)
B SEUTT it 1819 Gv)
R.SEYCh oot 1835 &)
Cens di Sunesinga (?) ..ocoveeevviveeeieneeiecre e 1840 @
E. Tagliaferro e Figli.......coeeiverenricrnniceennnnne 1836/45 )
Rev. Temple. ..o e ereeenns 1824 (i)
G0 TESS1 cuveecrereceireieemecrercrecestesereeesteesvaeenes 1841/52 ®
Francesco Vella ...icvivveveieneeccrninncveseesvenens 1847 (iv)
4 15 RS 1814 @Gv)
First published by:

6)) Malta Study Cirele's Handbook and its Supplement.

(i) L. De Zanche.

(i11) dJ. Birkett-Allan, Malta Newsletter, Vol. 12, No 2.

Gv) G. Bonello.



COMMEMORATIONS 1989 ISSUE—X
BUSH-GORBACHEYV ISSUE—Y

By J. Farrugia
ISSUE X Y

Date of Issue 17-10-89 2-12-89
Values 3c, 4¢, 10c, 14c¢, 25¢ 10c
Stamp Size 44mm x 3lmm 47mm x 29mm
Designer Louis Casha Dept. of Posts
Printers Printex Limited Printex Limited
Process Lithography Lithography
Perforation 13.9x14 13.8x13.6
Watermark Maltese Crosses Maltese Crosses

Sideways Upright
Paper Chalk Surfaces same
Gum P.V.A. same

Colours

Issue X was printed in multicolours using the same set of four colours for
values 3¢, 4c, 10c and 14c¢, but a different set of four colours for the 25¢ value. The
stamp of issue Y was also printed in multicolours using four different colours.

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen in the
right hand margin, next to the last stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane, of all
values,inissues Xand Y. The coloursfrom top to bottom correspond to the colours
used for Pane numbers from left to right, on all Panes, of all values, in issues X
and Y. All values of both issues are of the horizontal format.

Cumulative totals of progressive columns of stamps are seen in top and bottom
margins, on all Panes, of all values, printed in black in issue X and printed in the
top colour of the colour checks, in issue Y.

Issue X~ The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of two Panes A and B.
Each Pane has fifty stamps made up of five rows of ten stamps.

Issue Y — The Printed Sheet of this value consisted of three Panes A, Band C.
Each Pane has forty stamps made up of five rows of eight stamps.

Plate/Pane Numbers:
These are seem under the first stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes, of all
values, in issues X and Y.

Issue X 3¢ = 1Ax4,1Bx4.
4c = 1Ax4,1B x 4.
10c = 1Ax4,1Bx4.
l4¢ = 1Ax4,1Bx4.
25¢ = 1Ax4,1Bx4.
Issue Y 10c = 1Ax4,1Bx4,1Cx4
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Perforation of Margins

Issue X The top margins of Panes A, of all values, are imperforate,
whilst the other three margins of these same Panes are perforated. The four
margins of Panes B, of all values, are also perforated. Cutting marks could have
been seen at each end of the top margin of Panes A and at each end of the bottom
margin of Panes B, of all values.

IssueY The left hand margins of Panes A, B and C are imperforate.
The other three margins of these same Panes are all perforated. Cutting marks
could have been seen at each end of the top margin of Pane A and at each end of
the bottom margin of Pane C.

From a study of details given the Printed sheets of all values, before cutting into
Panes, would look as shown in fig (a) for issue X and as in fig (b) for issue Y.
Looking at the Printed Sheets as shown, stamps would be seen the right way up,
hence why watermark in individual stamps is sideways in issue X and uprightin
issue Y. Perforator ran from top to bottom in issue X and from left to rightin issue
Y.

Imprint Blocks

Theimprint "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA" is seen under the last stamp of the
bottom row, in all Panes, of all values, in issues X and Y. Letters are 1lmm high
and printed in black in issue X and in the top colour of the colour checks in issue
Y. An Imprint Block of four will also include the colour checks in issues X and Y.

Special hand-postmarks were used for cancellations on the first day of both
issues.

By 12.45pm on the first day of issue, sales amounted to Lm30,566 (issue X) and
Lm30,300 (issue Y).

Stamps of these issues remained for sale up to Saturday, 29th September 1990
(issue X) and up to Monday, 3rd December, 1990 (issue Y).

PANE'A’ ,r
PANE 'A' WMK
WK > PANE 'B'
PANE 'B' WMK *
WMK —>
PANE 'C' ¢
Fig. (a) WMK
Fig. (b)

31



EUROPA 1990 ISSUE

By J. Farrugia

Date of ISSUE ...oovcvereiiieceec e e vreneeee e 9th February, 1990

VAlUES ..oeiiveie et e et s et 10c and 35¢

SEAMP SIZE cvevieieee e ceeireecrries e enn s 10c¢ = 27mm x 33mm
............................................................................ 3b5c = 33mm x 27mm

ATt DeSigner .....coovveiiiiereceie e sie st nreeeere e Richard J Caruana

Printers ....coovviieieeiirie e e Printex Limited

PTOCESS .ottt e Lithography

Perforation ......cccovviiiiiniverienie et e siee e 10¢-13.9x13.75
............................................................................ 35¢-13.75x13.9

Watermark ..ot 10c Maltese Crosses Sideways
............................................................................ 35¢ Maltese Crosses Upright

PaAPET ittt et et sr e e ena Chalk Surfaced

GUIN oot et rae e s sr e s be e eransanra s P.V.A.

Colours
This set was printedin multicolours using the same four colours for each value.

Designs

The 10c stamp features the General Post Office, Valletta, at the Auberge
d'Ttalie, in Merchants Street, Valletta.

The 35¢ stamp depicts the Branch Post Office, Zebbug, in Antonio Sciortino
Street.

The 10c value stamp is of the vertical format and each Pane of ten stamps is
divided into twelve spaces, three rows of four. In the first space of the top row can
be seen, the top part of the main door of the GPO and in the second space of the
same row, the CEPT emblem and the words EUROPA ’90.

The 35¢ value stamp is of the horizontal format and each Pane of ten stamps
is also divided into twelve spaces, four rows of three. The same two designsin the
first and second spaces of the top row in a 10c Pane, can be seen again in the first
space of the top row, and in the first space of the second row, of a 35¢ Pane
respectively.

The value of a whole Pane of stamps is seen in the middle of the top margin of
each Pane, printed in Black.

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs, 3mm in diameter, are seen in the
right hand margin of each Pane, of both values, next to the last stamp of the
bottom row. The colours from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for
Pane numbers from left to right, in all Panes of the 10¢ value, but from right to
left in all Panes of the 35¢ value.

The printed sheet of each value consisted of nine Panes of ten stamps, A to L.

Plate/Pane Numbers
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane of both
values.
10c
35¢

Perforation of Margins:
Inthe10cvalue, the top margins of Panes A, Band C areimperforate, the other

1A x 4 up to and including I x 4
1A x 4 up to and includingll x 4.

I
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three margins are all perforated. The four margins of Panes D to I are also
perforated.

In the 35c value, the left margins of Panes A, D and G are imperforate, the
other three margins are all perforated. The four margins of Panes B, C, E, F, H
and I are also perforated. Registration or cutting marks were only seen in the top
left hand margin of Pane A, of the 10c¢ Value.

From a study of details given, the Printed Sheet of each value, before cutting into
Panes, would look as shown in fig (a) for the 10c¢ value and fig (b) for the 35¢ value.
Perforator ran from top to bottom in fig (a) and from left to right in fig (b). Looking
atthe Printed Sheets as shown, stamps of both values would be seen the right way
up, hence why watermark is sideways in the 10c value and upright in the 35¢
value,

Imprint Blocks

The Imprint "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA" is seen under the last stamp of the
bottom row, in each Pane, of each value, Letters are 1mm high and printed in
black. An Imprint Block of four will alsoinclude the colour checks. Aspecial hand-
postmark was used on the first day of issue. A line drawing of a pillar letter box
is also incorporated in the handstamp. This set remained on sale up to Monday
11th February, 1991.

First day sales amounted to Lm105,181.

A Postal Card, incorporating the 10¢ and 35¢ Europa 1990 stamps, also
designed by Richard J Caruana, commemorating the participation of the Malta
Post Office in the Stamp World London 90 Exhibition, which washeld in London
was to be on sale from the 3rd to the 13th May, 1990.

The Postal Card wastobe available during this period, either in mint condition
or cancelled with a special hand-postmark inscribed "Post Office — Malta — 3-
13-V-90 — London 1990". The Emblem of Malta and the postal horn are also

PANE ‘A’ PANE 'B’ PANE 'C’ PANE 'A’ PANE 'B'A | PANE'C' A
WMK WMK WMK WMK WMK WMK
— P > o

PANE D' PANE 'E' PANE 'F' PANE 'D’ PANE 'E'; | PANE'F’
WMK WMK WMK WMK WMK WMK

> > >
PANE 'G' | PANE'H' PANE'I' PANE 'G’ PANE 'H' | PANE ;I'
WMK WMK WMK WMK WMK A1 WMK
Fig. (a) Fig. (b)




MALTA — A DIARY

September — December 1990 By J. Farrugia

1-9-90

A specialhand-postmark was used for the cancellation of
philatelic mail at the Luga Airport BPO. from 7.30am to
7.00pm on Saturday, 1st September, 1990.

Thedatestampisinscribed: "Waqfa Q.T. Papa Gwanni-
II — 1.1IX.90 — Luga Airport Malta — Vatikan/
Tanzanija".

This special handstamp commemorates the stop for
refuelling made by an Alitalia aeroplane, on which H.H.
Pope Johri Paul IT was on his way from the Vatican to
Tanzania.

7-9-90

In today's Govt. Gazette a call was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Marsa. Applications were tobe received, up to noon of Monday, 8th
October, 1990.

'10-9-90
A machine stamp cancelhng slogan reading: "Id-Dar
tal-Providenza — Siggiewi Malta— Residenza Ghall-
Handikappati — 25 Sena ta’ Hidma — 1965-1990",
was used at the Central Mail Room, from 10th to the
15th September, 1990.
The slogan means: "The House of Providence —
Siggiewi-Malta — Residence For The Handicapped —
25 Years of Labour — 1965-1990".

12-9-90

A special hand-datestamp was used for the cancellation of philatelic mail at the

Philatelic Counter of the GPO. and at the Central Mail Room, from 7.30am to

12, 45pm and from 7.30am to 6.00pm respectively on the 12th September, 1990.
The datestamp is inscribed: "Id-Dar tal-Providenza — Siggiewi Malta — 12-

IX-90 — Valletta - Malta”", and it also incorporates the logo of the "Id-Dar tal-

Prov1denza

28-9-90

In today's Govt. Gazette a call was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Kalkara. Applications were to be received, up to noon of Wednes-
day, 31st October, 1990.
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1-10-80

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: "Road Safety Week — 1-7.10.1990
— Road Safety Saves Life" was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 1stto the
7th October, 1990. The slogan also incorporates a United Nations logo on Road
Safety Campaign.

8-10-90

A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "World Post Day — 9 October — The
Post— Always and Everywhere" was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 8th
to the 13th October, 1990.

9-10-90

A special hand-postmark marking World Post Day, was
used at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO from 8.00am
to 12.45pm and at the Central Mail Room from 8.00am
to 6.00pm on Tuesday, 9th October, 1990. The hand-
postmark, which also incorporates the emblem of the
UPU is inscribed: "World Post Day ~— 9.X.90 — Valletta
— Malta — The Post Always and Everywhere."

15-10-90

A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "World Food Day — 16.X.90 — Food
For The Future", was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 15th to the 20th
October, 1990.

18-10-90
The PMG notified that a Sub-Post Office was to be
opened at Shop No. 2 Civie Centre, Tower Promenade,
Santa Lucia, on Thursday, 18th October,1990. A hand
metal date-stamp with the words "Santa Lucia S.P.O. —
Malta" was to be used at this Sub-Post Office.

The telephone number at this Sub-Post Office is
785970.

23-10-90
In today's Govt. Gazette the PMG notified that applications were to be received
for the appointment of a sole agent for the promotion and sale of Malta stampsin
Ausgtralia and New Zealand.

Applications were to be submitted not later than Friday, 7th December, 1990.

26-10-90

The Malta Post Office was represented by its authorised Philatelic Agent for Italy
and Switzerland in the "XXI Mostra Filatelica, Sandanielese” which was held at
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San Daniele Del Friuli, Italy, from the 26th to the 28th
October, 1990.

To commemorate the occasion, a special hand-post-
mark inscribed: "San Daniele Del Friuli—26-28.X.1990
-— Valletta — Malta" and including an appropriate
motif, was used, at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO
and the Central Mail Room from 8.00am to12.45pm and
from 8.00am to 6.30pm respectively on the 26th and the
27th October, 1990.

An identical handstamp was used from the 26th to
the 28th October, 1990, at the Exhibition Stand at San
Daniele Del Friuli.

5-11-90 '

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: "25th Anniversary — Old Lasallians
— Associations — 1965-1990" was used, on and off, at the Central Mail Room,
from the 5th to the 10th November, 1990. The slogan also incorporates the logo
of the Association of Past Students of De La Salle College.

6-11-90
A special hand-datestamp was used for the can-
cellation of philatelic mail at the Philatelic

Counter of the GPO and at the Central Mail MITT SENA MIT-TWELID|
Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from 8.00am 6-X1-1990
to 6.00p respectively on the 6th November, 1990. VINCENZO

The Datestamp is inscribed: "Mitt Sena Mit- CIAPPARA
Twelid — 6.X1.90 — Vincenzo Ciappara — Val- VALLETTA- MALTA

letta - Malta" and it also incorporates an ap-
propriate motif.

10-11-90

The "Christmas 1990" postage set, issued today. A
special hand-postmark, incorporating a motif, was
used for cancellation on the first day of issue.

: L-EWWEL JUM TAL-MRUG
22_11_90 10')’\"90
. . . VALLETTA-MALTA
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "Aghti :
d-Demm — Aghti 1-Hajja — 25.X1.90 —" was used
from the 22nd to the 24th November, 1990, at the
Central Mail Room.
The slogan means: "Give Blood — Give Life — 25.X1.90".

27-11-90
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading "Malta Employers' Association — 25
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Sena Impenn — Ghas-Settur Privat" was used, on and off, at the Central Mail
Room, from the 27th to the 30th November, 1990. The slogan also incorporates
the logo of the Malta Employers' Association.

30-11-90

In today's Govt. Gazette a call was issued for applications for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Dingli. Applications were tobe received, up tonoon of Monday,31st
December, 1990.

1-12-90

A special hand date-stamp was used for the cancellation
of philatelic mail, at the Philatelic counter of the GPO
and at the Central Mail Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm
and from 8.00am to 6.00pm respectively, on the 1st
December, 1990. The date-stamp is inscribed: "Malta
Employers' Association — XXV Sena — 1-XII-1990 —
Valletta— Malta", and also incorporates the logo of the
Malta Employers’ Association.

1-12-90
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: "European Movement — 25th
Anniversary-—1965-1990" was used at the Central Mail Room, on the 1st, 3rd and
4th December, 1990.

The slogan also incorporates the logo of the Malta Council of the European
Movement.

6-12-90

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: "Ghinu t-Tfal — Fil-Bzonn — Uzaw
— I1-Bolli Tal-Milied", was used, on and off, during the period 6th December to
31st December, 1990, at the Central Mail Room. A line drawing of a Christmas
motif is also incorporated in the slogan.

12-12-90
The 2¢ stamp of the current Definitive Postage Set has been reprinted by Printex
Limited.

The stamp was available for sale at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO, on
Wednesday, 12th December, 1990.

26-12-90
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "1 Jan’91 —Jum il-Paci — Peace Lab
Malta", was used from the 26th to the 29th December, 1990, at the Central Mail
Room,

A motif symbolising friendship and peace is also incorporated in the slogan.
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Disinfection
Part 18 By Dr. A. Bonnici

Diary of the Plague Epidemic of 1813; continuation
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Emmanuel Said
Said International Ltd.

CONGRATULATE

The Philatelic Society
of Malta

on the 25th Anniversary
of its Foundation
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ABRANDSTATTER COMPANY

20, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Zejtun-Malta
Telephone: 878310-878737 Telex: 1285 MW




CALMARINE
SERVICES
LTD

AT YOUR SERVICE

[1 Ship Agents

[] Ship Brokers

[J Chartering/Bunkering
[J Hull/Paint Inspection

27/28 PINTO WHARF, VALLETTA, MALTA.
TEL: 225607, 220898, 229630.
TELEX: 1647 MW

FAX: 224644. CONTACT: JOHN M. CALLEJA.
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Our City

reflects
our stability.

“It was Europe rather than any

one else, that first named the

nascent town Valletta. It was the interest and
care of all nations. All the nations
laboured to build it.

It was idered from the begil
as much theirs, as the islanders’ -
a cosmopolitan city - the only one
of that kind that perhaps ever existed
Jrom the foundations........ »

Our stability:

If you wish to pursue business interests
on the Maltese Islands you want to be
sure that the Bank of your choice

@ is easily accessible

@ has a good track record

©® possesses the necessary expertise.

Bank of Valletta

with over 44 branches spread
throughout Malta and Gozo, boasts a large branch
network. providing the businessman and

private client with access to a wide

cross section of the Maltese economy and it’s people.
Bank of Valletta provides a full range of commercial
banking services, which also includes private banking
to non-residents by offering international market rates
non-taxable in Malta.

&

With the recent enactment of offshore
-legislation, Bank of Valletta

has already branched into offshore banking,
through its shareholding in Melita Bank.

Our city reflects our stability.

Bank of Valletta is your passport to stable
financial dealings in Malta. s
For further details and/or a copy of Bank of Valletta’s
Annual Report, please contact: The Manager,
Business Development, South Street, Valletta.
Telephone: (356) 231019, 623261-7. Fax: (356) 230894.

* J. Taaffe, the History of the Holy, Military Sovereign Order
of St. Jokn of Jerusalem (London 1852), Vol. IV, 117.

Bank of Valletta

Malta’s Leading Bank







The Edible Oil
Refining
Company Limited

AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES
SUN CHEMICALS LTD.

Household and Industrial Detergents, Liquid Soaps, Toilet Soaps, Laundry Soaps,
Deodorants, Anti-persperants, Shampoo, Disinfectants and Sodium Silicate Solutions.

A

MARGARINE MANUFACTURING CO. LTD

Butter, Margarines, Cooking Fats, Cheese and Edible Fats.
POULTRY PRODUCTS LTD.

Day-old Broiler and Frozen Pouitry, Frozen Fish and Frozen vegetables.

i

=

FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD.

Manufacturers of Ice-Creams for Catering and Retail Outlets.

THE REFINERY, MGIERET ROAD, MARSA.
Cables: Oilrefine. Tel.: 621451/2/3 — 623613. Postal Address: P.O. Box 539 Valletta — Malta.




A new decade. A
new Europe. A new look

 Introducing the

) new look airline. for Air Malta.
‘ A bold new livery
F or the to reflect the Europe of

new look Europe. [dines

And not just a new

look. Abrand new aircraft.

Because in 1990 Air Malta will be taking delivery of the world
acclaimed Airbus 320. .

With seating for over 174 and a turn-around time of just under an hour, the
new A320 will play a major role in our dedication to developing ties with
Europe.

As wells as developing our routes.

Just ten years ago, we flew 850,000 passengers to, and from 25 airports.
Today it’s well over a million passengers and 48 airports.

Three of which are completely new routes — Athens, Copenhagen and
Geneva.

Which is exacStly how it should be for an airline that’s always seen itself as a
major player in the European Market.

And we've every intention of being an even bigger player and creating even

- stronger links with Europe in the 90’s.

But the new look and new Airbus are only a part of it. Not everything’s new.
Some things we’ll never change. Our service. And our welcome. That's a
promise! :

Forfurtherinformation
about our schedules “phone
your travel agent or
Air Malta.

AIR MALTA
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Date of Issue: 6 March 1991 Designer: Joseph L. Mallia.

EUROPA 1991
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Name

Date of Issue: 16 March 1991 Designer: Richard J. Caruana

Please send me details of your Philatelic Bureau Services

)

UFFICCJU
TAL-POSTA

W

MALTA

PHILATELIC BUREAU

GENERAL POST OFFICE, Valletta. Malta
Telephone 224421 Cables POSTGEN MALTA
Telex: 1940 PMG MW Fax: +356 226191
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